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1. This memorandum-directions addresses the protocol to be followed during the 
presentation of closings for hearing week 25 for the Te Paparahi o Te Raki inquiry (Wai 
1040). 

 

Presentation of closing submissions 
2. In my previous memorandum-direction I set out the Tribunal’s expectations for the 

presentation of closing submissions at hearing week 24 (#2.6.259). Below, I repeat those 
directions with the intention that the same protocols be observed during the forthcoming 
hearing week 25:  

(a) It is the Tribunal’s expectation that counsel will speak to their submissions and not 
present those submissions verbatim.  In the first week of closings we had a 
number of counsel who chose to read their submission word-for-word rather than 
speak to their submission.  

(b) The Tribunal panel will take counsel through their submissions to address certain 
points in the submissions where we require further clarification or information. 

(c) Finally, we reiterate again that all inquiry parties should be assured that the 
Tribunal panel has read all of the submissions filed.  

Claim-specific closings which are contrary to the generic closings 

3. In hearing week 23, a number of counsel explained how generic issues would be 
expanded on in their claim-specific closing submissions. Importantly, some counsel 
noted that there were claimants whose claim-specific closing submissions were contrary 
to the generic closings. During this hearing week 25, we ask counsel again to:  

(a) Highlight where the claim-specific closing submission differs from what has been 
presented in the generic closings, identifying the particular generic closing 
submission they are referring to, and the page number(s) if possible; and/or  

(b) Highlight where the claimant-specific closing submission aligns with what has 
been presented in the generic closings, identifying the particular generic closing 
submission they are referring to, and the page number(s), if possible.  

4. We have now heard a number of claimant specific submissions.  Many claimants share 
the same issues and therefore, as was expected, the submissions in a number of 
respects are similar.  It would be helpful if counsel when making their closings could 
advise: 

(a) Whether their claimants submissions are similar to other claimants in this inquiry; 
and/or  

(b) Whether there are unique aspects to their claimants claim as opposed to other 
claimants in this inquiry.   

5. We reiterate again for those presenting, it is important that counsel and claimants draw 
our attention to:  

(a) The nature of the specific claims and their issues;  

(b) The evidence in support; and 

(c) Where necessary, the authorities that they rely on.  
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The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 1040, the Te 
Paparahi o Te Raki inquiry. 
 
 
DATED at Rotorua this 24th day of July 2017 

Judge C T Coxhead  
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
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