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May it please the Tribunal 

1 Introduction 

1.1 This memorandum is filed on behalf of: 

a the claim by Manihera Forbes, Marlene Pikia Edwards and Tiriata Thorne 

on behalf of themselves and Ngāti Hikairo (Wai 1112); 

b the claim by Manihera Forbes, Marlene Pikia Edwards and Tiriata Thorne 

on behalf of themselves and Ngāti Hikairo (Wai 1113); 

 (“the Claimants”), and participated in this Inquiry. 

2 Te Rohe Pōtae reporting 

2.1 This memorandum is filed in response to Memorandum-Directions of Deputy 

Chief Judge Fox (Wai 898, #2.7.14 and #2.7.16) dated 20 February 2018 and 

19 March 2018 respectively directing parties to file full and comprehensive 

submissions by Wednesday 14 March 2018 on the following issues: 

a Responding to the plan for reporting on the Te Rohe Pōtae claims; 

b Detailed priorities for the report, including why they should be given 

priority; and 

c Any topics or issues they consider should be de-prioritised, or not given 

priority, and why. 

2.2 Counsel only very recently received instructions to act in respect to these 

claims and consequently no submissions were able to be filed by the earlier 

deadline of 14 March 2018.   

2.3 Ngāti Hikairo therefore wish to be able to take the opportunity afforded by the 

extension to record their own position on these matters.  Ngāti Hikairo wish to 

thank the Tribunal on the update provided and the plan to progress and release 

the report. 

3 Early reporting favoured 

3.1 As the Tribunal will be aware several iwi have begun settlement discussions 

with the Crown in respect of Te Rohe Pōtae and these discussions are likely to 

include areas of the Ngāti Hikairo rohe.  Ngāti Hikairo understands that at the 
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present time Ngāti Maniapoto do not intend to include either Ngāti Hikairo 

claims or customary interests in their settlement discussions.  However, to date 

the Crown has not been prepared to discuss settlement of their claims with 

Ngāti Hikairo directly and it is not known if there have been any discussions 

between the Crown and other iwi as to whether Ngāti Hikairo is planned to be 

included within a ‘large natural grouping’ agreed to by the Crown and some 

other iwi.  

3.2 In order to preserve the potential for Ngāti Hikairo to settle their claims or to 

seek a remedy for breaches of the Treaty it is vital that the Tribunal report on 

the well-foundedness of their claims with all expedition.  

3.3 Consequently, Ngāti Hikairo support early release of parts of the report as soon 

as possible, and therefore support the plan and the staggered release of the 

parts as outlined in the Tribunals presentation.  

3.4 A number of the topics for early release are priority topics for the Claimants. In 

respect to the foundation chapter describing the Tribunal landscape (#2.7.14, 

para 1.3) it will be vital for the Claimants for this to include a description of 

Ngāti Hikairo and their historical and continuing connections with Te Rohe 

Pōtae and the Kawhia district.  The loss of recognition as a distinct tribal 

identity is a core plank of the claims of Ngāti Hikairo which continues to play 

out today in discussions the Crown is having, without reference to them,  

with other iwi about settlement of their claims. Findings by the Tribunal 

about tribal identity in this section will be extremely important for Ngāti 

Hikairo. 
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