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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Maniapoto Māori 

Trust Board (the Trust Board) in response to the following memoranda-

directions: 

(a) memorandum-directions dated 13 August 2018 regarding the 

release of parts 1 and 2 of the Te Rohe Pōtae District Inquiry 

report in pre-publication format at a ceremony to be held on 

Tuesday 11 September 2018;1 and 

(b) memorandum-directions dated 29 August 2018 providing further 

details for the presentation ceremony and seeking further 

information from claimant counsel to finalise the order of 

ceremony.2  

2. The Trust Board wishes to record its disappointment at the Tribunal’s 

decision to hold the ceremony for the presentation of the Parts 1 and 2 

of the Te Rohe Pōtae District Inquiry Report (Report) in Wellington.  The 

presentation of the Report is of great significance to Ngāti Maniapoto.  In 

the Trust Board’s view an event of this significance should be held in the 

Ngāti Maniapoto rohe. 

3. The Ngāti Maniapoto rohe is the area to which the majority of the Rohe 

Potae claims relate.  It is also important that as many members of Ngāti 

Maniapoto as possible should be in attendance when the Parts 1 and 2 

of the Report are presented.  There will be logistical and financial 

obstacles to claimants being able to attend the presentation in 

Wellington.  These obstacles are likely to mean that some individuals 

will simply not be able to attend the ceremony.  We are instructed that 

the Trust Board has received feedback from a number of claimants who 

feel strongly about the significance of the presentation but will be unable 

to participate because of the choice of venue.   

4. In the circumstances the Trust Board respectfully asks the Tribunal to 

reconsider its decision to hold the ceremony in Wellington.  The Trust 

Board is aware that there may be sensitivity on the part of certain 

                                                 
1
 Wai 898, #2.7.20 

2
 Wai 898, #2.7.21 at [3] –[4] 
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claimants over holding the presentation ceremony at a venue within the 

rohe.  However, a venue that could accommodate the ceremony, and is 

generally regarded as neutral, is Te Kotahitanga Marae, Otorohanga.  

This is where the first hearing week was held and it would be a suitable 

venue for the presentation of Parts 1 and 2 of the Report. 

5. In the event that Wellington remains the venue for the presentation of 

the Parts 1 and 2 of the Report the Trust Board considers that the 

ceremony should be widely publicly notified along with the reasons for 

the choice of Wellington as the venue.  The Trust Board will be 

represented by the deputy Chair, Mr Keith Ikin; and Board Trustee, Mr 

John Kaati.  It is intended that Mr Ikin will speak at the Powhiri.   

6. The Trust Board respectfully proposes that Mr Ikin, in his capacity as 

deputy Chair of the Trust Board, receive the hard copy of Parts 1 and 2 

of the Report on behalf of Ngati Maniapoto.  This is based upon the fact 

that the Trust Board represents Ngati Maniapoto as a whole.  However, 

the Trust Board would also support a larger number of hard copies being 

presented so that a greater number of claimants can participate in the 

handover. 

7. The Trust Board also respectfully proposes that, if appropriate, Mr Ikin 

respond to Parts 1 and 2 of the Report on behalf of Ngāti Maniapoto at 

the conclusion of the presentation ceremony.  

8. In making the proposals set out in paragraphs 6 and 7 above it is 

acknowledged that the Tribunal has directed counsel to liaise about who 

should receive the hard copies of Part 1 and 2 of the Report and provide 

any response.   Counsel will therefore liaise with other claimant counsel 

on these matters. 

DATED this 5th day of September 2018  

                        

M K Mahuika / M C Tukapua 

  Counsel for the Maniapoto Māori Trust Board 

 
 
TO:  The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO:  Claimant Counsel  




