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Introduction 

1. This memorandum-directions responds to recent memoranda received concerning the 

election of two individuals onto District Māori Councils. The following memoranda were filed: 

a. On 12 June 2018, Donna Hall filed two separate memoranda, one on behalf of 

Nika Rua of the Mataatua District Māori Council and the other on behalf of Wiremu 

Puriri of the Tai Tokerau District Māori Council;  

b. On 13 June 2018, by Janet Mason and Yvette Rigby, file memoranda on behalf of 

Cletus Maanu Paul as Chairperson of the Mataatua District Māori Council and 

Rihari Dargiville as the Chairperson of Te Tai Tokerau; and 

c. On 15 June 2018, by Gerald Sharrock in support of Ms Mason and Ms Rigby’s 

memorandum dated 13 June 2018.   

Decision 

2. The issue relating to the internal politics of the New Zealand Māori Council and the District 

Māori Councils was considered in my memorandum-directions of 9 September 2016, where I 

said it is unfortunate that an attempt has been made to bring this dispute to the Tribunal, which 

is a forum to deal with Māori Treaty claims against the Crown and not internal Māori disputes 

(Wai 2358, #2.5.67, para 15). 

3. I also stated in previous memoranda-directions, that the Tribunal will only consider material 

relevant to the claims before it and any irrelevant material filed by parties will not be placed on 

the record of inquiry (Wai 2358, #2.5.67, #2.6.4, #2.6.42). 

4. My position remains the same and accordingly, all documents filed by the above counsel on 

this matter will not be placed on the respective records of inquiry.  

The Registrar is directed to send a copy of this direction to counsel for the claimants, Crown 

counsel and all those on the distribution lists for Wai 2358, the National Fresh Water and 

Geothermal Resources Inquiry, Wai 2700, Kaupapa inquiry into claims concerning Mana Wāhine, 

and Wai 2750, Kaupapa inquiry into claims concerning Housing Policy and Services. 

DATED at Gisborne this 18th day of June 2018.   

 

Chief Judge W W Isaac 

Chairperson 
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