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THE TORLESSE PAPERS

Ist January. Light NW. Very fine. Boys went ofl to Ric-
carton to plot, taking angles from 19 and 17 (Beattic, Wag-
staff, Fitch, Weston). Dodds, Bryant—sledge, &c. Hamilton
and I shot 8 brace of ducks.

2nd. Light NW. Very fine. Hamilton and I explored for
road from Mosquito Camp to R. Ashley. Beattie—tent, Dodds
fitting, rest—sledge, &c.

Some of the Kiapoi natives returned from getting the 3rd
payment, complaining of Mantell. :

3rd. Light NW. Very fine. Bealtic tent. Rest making road
to R. Ashley. 1 shot 5 brace of ducks—12 shots. The Poatini*
(West Coasl) natives arrived. Feasted them on Lilipec. Wrote to
Outridge and C.G.T.

Mandeville, Victoria.
3rd January, 1850.
My dear Mother,

... The only local news of interest is that the maories have
just received the third payment for the country between the
Kaikoras and Otago.* But the purchase has been effected, T am
afraid. in a loose manner. and the amount of money has been
so small that when distributed. by those of the maories that
have received any. amongst the rest—the subdivisions have
been so small that the recipients have named His Excellency
‘Governor Hiccapenny’ (governor sixpence) in consequence.
Besides, some rightful owners have not been paid at all; and
further. the natives deny the sale of some of the land which
by the commissioner’s account is duly purchased.

But Mantell is a notoriously indolent man, and naturally in-
capable of investigaling what is rcally a tedious question, and
conducting a business which requires remarkable forbearance
and caution.

Because they are few in number the natives here [arc] to be
neglected. a circumstance not much to the credit of the Local
Government of whom these natives say that it darc not treat
the northern natives with similar coolness.

Today therc has been a grand arrival of natives from the

! More properly Poutini, according to Dr Roger Duff, who states that it is
a lerm dating from Maori beliefs that nephrite originated as a fish Poutini
which found final refuge in the Arahura river, IL is used here to describe
the Westland branch of Ngaitahu, particularly from Arahura and Tere-
makau,

3 For the land purchase made by H. T. Kemp in 1848.
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Westcoast, after a journey of a fortnight over the mountains.
They are pretty wild, but seem to be an intelligent and well
tempered set of men. They have come over for their payment
which to their great disgust has not been left in the hands of a
magistrate or other responsible person. but with Tiroa? a
Robuki native of notoriously bad character.

This has been no Xmas to me, either in point of religious
associations or relaxation from business, though the men have
had a holiday during the time which Boys and I have employed
in plotting and calculating our trigonometrical work. Hamilton
has been staying with us for the last 3 weeks while waiting for
the Acheron, which is daily expected. But he and 1 are going
up Mt Grey to-morrow which 1s my New Year’s holiday.

As you may suppose we are anxious to see what the next
3 months may produce in the shape of intelligence from
England as to Canterbury . . .

You will observe how New Zealand wool is looking up in
the markets. By the by, have my sisters forgotten how to make
slippers and purses? 1 lose no opportunity of collecting minera-
logical specimens for my father, but shall not be able to
gratify him with N.Z. weapons, as there are none in these
parts . .

Yours ever devotedly,
CHARLES O. TORLESSE

4th. Light NW. Fine. Hamilton and I with Trowsers and a
pack horse started for Mt Grey and camped at 6 p.m. near the
lf}lead of the centre branch of the Kowai. Men ditto. Dodds

tting.

5th. NE. Fine. Pushed on to a pond, the source of the
above branch of Kowai. Tethered the horse there, and then
pushed on to the top of Mt Grey. View from NE. to W.
obscured by fires. Sketched Westerly mountains and the head
of Hurunui plain.' Returned to pond at 7 p.m.

Men ditto. Dodds ill.

3Te Matenga Taiaroa. (Sce Scholefield's Dictionary of New Zealand
Biography, 1940, for details of his life.)

¢ Captain Stokes, who climbed Mount Grey on 23rd March 1849, described
the view in a letter Lo Sir George Grey: ‘I saw one entire plain stretching
full a hundred miles to the southward, and watered by a multitude of
streams, meandering like silver thrcads on their seaward course. On Lhe
cast lay the bluc deep sea, broken in the distance by the many peaked
hills of Baoks Peninsula; and on the wesl, at a distance varying from
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come here yourself there will be a bed prepared, so that you need
not be at the trouble of sending your blankets.
Believe me, my dear Sir,
yours obediently,
CHARLES O. TORLESSE

3. Torlesse to Thomas.
Mandeville.

7th January 1850.
Sir, -

Some maories from the West Coast have just arrived here in
expectation of receiving the payment for their land; but finding
that their money (about £120) has been paid by the Commissioner
in trust to various natives who have spent it, have requested me to
communicate the circumstance to you for representation to His
Excellency the Governor in Chief.

There appears such general dissatisfaction among the natives
as to the manner in which the purchase and payment of their lands
have been effected that 1 have thought it my duty to bring the
circumstances, as far as 1 can ascerlain them, to your nolice, in
case any misunderstanding on the question may lead to disastrous
consequences in future. It is only just to mention that these natives
in stating their grievances do not seem to be actuated by any
grasping motives but merely demand that they should receive fair
treatment,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
your obedient Servant,

CHARLES O. TORLESSE

4. Torlesse and Boys to Thomas.
River Ashley.

20th Feb. 1850.
Sir,

We beg to inform you that we have completed the trigonometrical
survey of the Ashley District, and to forward you a sketch map
of the same,

There are 70.000 acres within the stations: but, taking the Grey
ridge as the Westerly Boundary of the District, its total contents
are about 120,000 acres. ,

We have the honor to remain, Sir,
your obedient servants,
Joun C. Boys
CHARLES O. TORLESSE
Asst Surveyors
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3. Torlesse and Boys to Thomas.

Ozxford.

Sir. 27th April, 1850,
In acknowledging the recei
ack 4 pt of your letters of the 26th ulto
acqlllamtmg us with the temporary suspension of survey operations‘
we 11ave to tender our best thanks for the gratifying way in which
yc;q lave expressed your satisfaction with the result of our work
x g:gﬁ 1“3/ m;unly tfltmbutablp to the prompt and liberal manner in
whic ¢ have been supplied with-all necessaries for its further-
As a fortnight’s more work will

As probably complete the Oxford
5izt£ctl,sa§boout ZOOé)OQ“aclres, we have to request that you w:'nll
proceed till the 11th of May, when we purpose, i
igreei\ble to your wishes, to take the horses and insu[')umpcnst:’ tl(f
)Ette ton, and leave the remainder of the Association’s property
(o “\;vlnch a lxsg will be foryvardcd to you) in the houses at Oxford
%gake this opportunity of requesting your sanction to our
n}erl; cing returned in the paylists for three shillings per week exira

each, as they have worked extra hours during this quarter.

We have the honor to be, Sir,
your obedient servants,
Jonn C. Boys
CHARLES Q. TORLESSE

Assistant Surveyors to the Canterbury Association
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combiuation to produce the most efficient and valuable
results; that it sha’l be so disposed on the territory aa to
command that amount and division of labour which can
exceute the greatest quantity of work in proportion to
the number of hunds, A pastoral populitivi miy oo-
cupy an extended territory without being iselated; they
may combiue labour and divide employment. 'The
capitalist, if supplicd with labour, that is, if aided by
conceutration, which corrects the dispersive tendency
of labour, will iuvesy more property in flocks, and will
be enabled to render it more productive. A surpluswill
bo created, and a demund for mechanical and manufic-
turing products ; and a town population to supply this
demand will be called into being. But if all the labour-
ers, instead of co-opernting with capital, have induce-
ments to turn petty caltivators for their private benelit,
capital finding no employment will be withdrawn or
dwindle away.

Such are tiie evils that will be prevented, and the ad-
vautages that will be brought into full operation by the
Otago Scheme. 'To sccure the greatest possible demand
for labour, the colonists will not be dispersed unneces-
sarily, but will be concentrated on o territory as large as
ia consistent with its being rendered productive and pro-
fitable, by means of agricultural, pastoral, and mechani-
cal pursuits, which this degree of concentration will
serve to cherish,  Tho territory is abundant, but the po-
pulation will be confined to what is amply sufficient during
its increase, and the fncrease of the texritory will be gra-
dual, and in due proportion to the increase of the people.
But on this subject also we must refer to what has bean
already said in a former number. (No. L. p. 13.)

V. saLk

Concentration would be impossible, and dispersion in-
ovitable, if waste land could be too readily and cheaply
obtained. ‘The causes which have led to the scattered
and solitary condition of immigrants in many of our co-
fouies may bo all classed uuder one head—the improper
disposal of waste land. Grataitous und unconditional
grants lead to great abuscs. In this way, large tracts
have often been acquired which have remained unoccu-
pied,and been a bar to the progress of setticment around
them. The Crown and the Clergy * Reserves” iu Cana-
da, are instances in point of the injury that arises to set-
tlers from interposing deserts among them. The same
happens iu proportion to the extent, in all-cases in which

ersous, by purchase, are allowed to appropriate more
and thar they can possibly use. When lund is too eheap
—when the price is so low that great tracts are attain-
able by paying s tifle of money, individuals speculating
vaguoly on some distant benefit to avise frum inerease of
population, acquire large allotments, thus causing un ex-
treme degree of dispersion, and reducing the supply of
labour to the lowest point.  To secure thut state of em-
ployment in which labour may be wmost in demaud and
best remunerated, it wust not be allowed to become too
scarce, In order that capital may be productive, there
must be a supply of labour. But this there canuot be
where every labourer is allowed to squat on the waste
lands, Another consequence of cheapness is, that it be-
comes o generul practice to trast to nature for all, and
to kill for bardly aaything, and wheu the fertility of
the land is exhansted, to abandon it for anvther acquisi-
tion, to be treated in the same way. .

The terms of purchase of Otago Land will be found in
No. 1. of this Journal, and we must refer thercto, and to
pages 4 and 13 of the same number for further informa-
tion of the principles and rules on which the purchase
aud choice of allotments are conducted.

VI. INTERNAL COMMUNICATION,

It is n trite observation, that land in the neighbour-
hood of & town is always more valuable than land equal-
1y fertile in a distant part of the country. Though it
may cost no more labour to cultivate the one than the

the distant land to market. But good roads serve to di-
minish that labour and expense, to put the near and re-
mote lands more upou an equality, and to encourage the
cultivation of the latter, Where the menns of communi-
cation by wator exist, the convenionee of navigation will
evidently' bave the same effeet. 'Phese considerations
have not been overlooked in the Otago Scheme. Rouds
are to be made between the different parts of the settle-
ment, and it is proposed to have a steamboat which will
ply between Duncdin and Port Chalmers aud other pla-
ces, aud tow ships up the harbour to the auchorage. On
this subject, Captain Cargill, in one of his despatches to
Col. Wakefeld, writes as follows:—* 1 beg to express
my entire concurrence with your original remark as to
tho economic uses and extreme desirableness of a steam-
tug in this harbenr. T believe it would do more to pro-
mote our rapid advancement than auy other item of ex-
penditure. A large body of people will be found at an
early date inhabiting the maryins of what may be called
s magnificent canal, whose principal communications will
be by water, whilst the trafiic between Duncdinand Port
Chaimers, and onwards to the heads. must be of rapid
growth, and all the more so, if a small steamer or tug,
culeulated both for goods and passengers, could be at
once lnid on, Should auy individual be disposed to muke
such his own speculation, considerable sacrifice, I think,
should be made for Lis encouragement, but fuiling this,
1 have to request your best consideration as to how it
could be established.” Towards the expeuse of surveys,
roads, bridges, and other improvements, including steam,
if deemed expedient, and it the requisite funds be found
available, one-fourth part of the price of all the proper-
ties, or in whole £72,300 is to be apportioned.

V1L 1¥stouctios,

It is believed that none will question the desirableness
of making provision for the building of a sufficient numn-
ber of Churches and Schools, and maintaining a Gospel
Ministry, completo and efficient in its institutions, in the
settlement. ‘Thie want of Ecclesiastical and Education-
al Institutions have greutly impeded the progress of
other settlements, and the Utayo Scheme, in making pro-
vision for thewn, provides against many formidable evils,
and for the highest interests of the Colonists. Ou this
subject, however, we must again refer to the first num-
ber of this Journal.—(Sec p. 15.)

PROGRESS OF THE SETTLEMENT.

At o Dublic Meeting, held in Edinburgh on 25th May
1848, a Report was read, briefly detailing the first steps
in the progress of the Settlemeut, so far as then taken
or known. ‘Ihat Report will be found in No. 2 of this
Journal. Since then three ships huve proceeded to Otago
with cousiderable numbers of settlers, both land-owners
and 1abourers, and before the end of this year its popu-
lation, it is believed, will not be fewer than 800 souls.
Phis may be considered a small number, but a far more
i iderable spring, opposed by innumerable obstrue-
tions, and nearly diverted in its very outset, has expand-
ed into the majestic stream of American population.
‘Fhe eldest-born of the American Colonies was founded
by a hundred and five persous, and this handful of men
undertook the arducus task of peopling an inhospitable
and uncultivated land, covered with woods and marshes,
and inhabited only by savages and beasts of prey. In
how very different circumstances the first settlers in
Otago are placed, may be gathered from their letters
which will be found in the following pages. They ar-
rived in winter, and were subjected to some discomforts
which they would not have experienced at any other
season, but they all agree in speaking highly of the
mildness and salubrity of the climate and the fertility of
the soil, of the beauty of the surrounding countiry, the
peaceable disposition of the few natives who inhabit a
small spot on the banks of the harbour, and of the ex-

othier, it must alivays cost more to bring the produce of

cmption of the country from ull noxious animals.
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DESPAYCH OF GOVERNOR GREY TO EARL GLEY.
Government Tlouse, Auklanid,
Moreh 10, 1818,

My Lonp,—I beg to state, for your Lundship's infonna-
tion, that in iy recent visit to the sonthern settlements, an
opportunity oflered of my examining a portien of the
country lying ju the viciuity of the Port of Otago, at which
T understund & settlement 18 1o be fovmed ;5 indeed L wm in-
furmied that the first emigrants are already on their voyage
from Eugluud for the purpose of occupying this locality,

1 am lappy to be able to state thas I have never seen
any loculity which uppeared to me hetter ndapted for the oc-
enpation of British settlers; aud, from the fitility of the
soil, the unequalled fieilities which it offers for the depns-
taring of sheep und cattle, and its general retnavkable ad-
vantages, there ean be no donbt that the southern portion of
the Middie Island offers prospects of the most cheering kimd
to the intending emigrants, of whose ultiliate suceuss there
ean be ne doubt,

The distance of this part of the Middle Talaud from Wel-
lington, lewls me however to apprebend that the ensly set-

DESPATCH FROM CAYTAIN CARGLILL, RESIDENT
AGENT OF THE NEW ZFALAND COMPANY AT
AGO, TU THE SECRETARY OF THE COMPANY.
O Hord the % John Wieklge”
Lat. 40, 10 8, Long. 1585, 20 B.—17th March 1R{H,
Sin,—In my letter of Ml Decewiber lst 1 had the
houour of reporting for the inforiuution of your Court the
sutislitetory stute of our people in this ~hip, and the cirenm.
stanees winler which we had put hack for shelter to the
anchornge of Portsmonth.

On the 1ith we aguin weighel, and hind a_good run as far
ns the Star Lights, which we suw ard pussed on the evening
of the 151k, but with o heavy head sen, und the wind from the
S, Continuing the same conrse we still made good pro-
ress, but betore breasting the Lanl’s Fod the wind had in-
ereased to a gale, and overy other vessel on the sune course,
ineluding Fler Mujesty's ship Bellerophon with troops for
the Mediterrunean, put hack (as we afterwards lemined) into
the Chaunel. We had & good wifing, but still the Scillies
were on out lea bow, mut it therefore behoveld the good ship
to enrvy every stilch whieh her skilfnl and vigilant eommnnder
could verture, and most nobly did she answer the call. With-
ot the loss of a spar, or shipping u single sea, she pitchad

tiers at Otugo, aud in its vicinity, will experience ideru-
ble disady from the of the siat of Gu.em-
ment, which will be sitnated in the Northern Ishind. I
woulil therefore suggest to your Lordship, thut should there
be any probability of a lurge nunmber of settlers procoeding
to Otigo, it would greatly promuote their prosperity, and ju-
crense their ehanee of escaping the diffiendties which youny
and Jdistant settlements have gencrally to undergo, if Jer
Majesty would suthorise me to procliim the erention of a
third provinee'in the New Zealand Islands, enmbracing in
its linits about half the Middle Istand, together with Stew-
art's Island, and the dependencies of New Zealnd lying to
the southward of that islund.

By the recent Chuiter, her Majesty is empower
such n province, aud a provision lus been made &
from its revennes a eivil list of six thoncaud pounds per
anuam, which, under judicions wunngenient, woull snilice
1o puy the saluries of the Licutenast-Governor uud the chiet
civil ofticers, together with a considerable portion of the in-
cidental eharges of the Governwent, zind Thelieve tt, with
the advuntage of possessing from its earliest
sence of an efficient loeal Governmeut, the pr
settlements, forined in this southern provinee, wonld be so
rapid that it woulit shortly yield a huge surplus revenue.

It will Le seen frem Lienteuant-Colonel Hunbury’s Report
to Governor Hobson of the 28th June 1540, that this ofticer,
even at that date, fully reported the apparent capabilities of
the sonthern portien of the Middle Islanl, and my own ol
servations lend me entirely to concur in lis views; in fact,
I have never seen a conntry beiter adupted for the reception
of immigrants; my ony apprehension is the divinnee of this
point rom the sest of Government; from which ense I
feur thut very serions i veui s, perhaps disusters,
muy spring. [ have stated these views to the New Zealaud
Cotapany's principal sgent, us cmbodying my only objection
to the formation of the proposeld new und distunt setthement,
and I at the swmne time sequainted biwm, that T wonld bring
auder your Lordship's potice, the sabject of fonning that
portion of New Zeuland into a sepurate provinee.

1 ought further to siate, for your Lordship's information,
thut I think the adoption of this mensure wonld be very
Leneficial to the whele of New Zealand, ax there woubl then
be no portion of these islamis which wonld be removed he-
yond tﬁ«.‘ effivient vench and ronstant controlof Government;
n civeumstauce which, looking to the nature of the New
Zealand Coast line, and the fucilities which this affords for
smuggling, and at the same tinte, considering the veried and
peculinr natnre of our pupulation, is, in wmy helict, n mttor
of the utmust consequence to the peace and prosperity of all
the seltlements in these islands,

Should your Lonlship, upon a review of all these cirewn-
stances, determine upon adopting this mieusure, yow wmy
feel quite satisfied that the settleients established in the
southurn portions of New Zenland, if they are judicious.
ly manuged, will be extremely prosperous in themselves, and
will tend yrently to promote the interests of the eolonics
alrendy eslubhsfxed in other portious of these istands—I
have, &e.

{Signed) G. Gner.

*,* Ttis understool that Governor Grey bus been aunthorised to
carry into eflect the proposed meusurs.

shnost enchinating,  We pasaed

and b led over the opposing swell, until Scilly being fully
cleaved, she was hove to, mul adlowed to drift to the north-
ward under a lieavy gule. Such was our position on the 17th,
buing seventy-five miles NV, of Seilly, when the gale ubated,
atid w0 veervd that the ship could tke her eourse to the
southward, but close hualed, ol fabouring dn o leavy sen,
with vain, huil, nsd sleet, until the 21sn, when the sky clenr-
ed up, mind the people here got up from below, Their plight
was misentble enongh, the Ibouring of the ship having
opened the aewms, partienlacly ubont the sides of the deek,
the masts, and the windlass, 5o that their Deds were saturat-
ed with wet, nnd though the theomometer hud never gone
bedow 384, vet the wind being high, and everything sonked,
the feeling of cold and diseamfwt wus strongly marked
amongst the wormen mul chilkdeen,  But here ended, ic may
be said, the disiggreenbies connected with elearing the Chan-
nel and Bay of Bi-eay, iu the wonth of Decelier; and the
change withiu eight days from port 1o a genial climate, clear
sunshine, and lengthe v, Was 50 rapid 45 10 by
Muteivn on the 2hth, the
Canaries (with the peak ol 'Fencritte in sight} on 26th, and
Cape de Verds on the 3ist Dec, every one eongrntuluting
his nelghbiour that it hud not fullen 10 them, like American
emigrants, to eross the Atlwtie in the regions they hnd left.

It is not wmy intention to furnish the Divectors with
a log or journni, which will be forwarded from other sources,
but rather in the spivit of their i ons, as conveyed to
me in the 2d paragraph of your letter of 221 of November
last, to confine myself o such geueral observations us may
ha nseful to the Conrt when regulating the outfit and des-
pateh ol ather Uuving in this view carefully watch-
cd the warking and effeet of their arrangenients in this ship,
amd as the voyuge s now dawing to a close, T will merely

woing an equally Lrief outline of the latter
mrt of vage, in order, if I may expresa it, to form o
hasis for sonte of the remarkss which are to follow,

Having erussed the line in 224 W, we hud the usual yun
through the S.E. trudes, nnd were aguin beealmed in Int.
270 8. for revernl days,  Hoere the heat at that senson of the
year (Lith Junuary), the snn being nearly vertied, wnd uu-
relicved by the heavy showers which prevail on the line, wid
exeeedinudy oppressive, and would have mnde the use of 4
pneunatic prnp of uo stmall nportance between decks (i
windseils of comze heing weeless), aud especially for tho or
three Sn! uea amengst the  steernge
passengevs : It the brevz e eane, nud they il recovered on
getting into a better aud brucing atmosphere, a few degrees
to the south.

The eaptain then shaped his conrse to the S, being do
virous, ns fn as prudent, 1o make his long run of custing in
a compuratively }ligh Intitwde.  In this view we pussed the
Cape in 420 south, and holding the sante conrse, some ige
bergs were seen i Jut, 490, but not afterwards.  Captuin
Daly had meant to go ns far wx (00, but in consequence of
having met the iceliergs, on reaching 5lo S. (which reduced
the degree of lougitude to M uiles), he deemed it saflicient
in sens so sellom traversed, and hauled gbout due east,
This brought us under the south of Kerguelew's Land, where
we were becalwed for two duys very close to the island, of
whielt we had n magnifivent view.

The south of this islund, which is well npamed by Cook,
* Desolntion,” hus bieen seldoin visited, und perhups never

&

i

deseribed. 1 therefore vuclose a sketeh taken Trom the deck
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by Licutenant Smith, R.A,, and, in position (in 75 fatboma
witor with s rueky bottom), wad within five milis of the
iand, which, as first seen, hnd the appewrnnes of & dark mas-
sive wall, loity, rugged, and subline, ss from the hand of
palure’s arebitect; this wall, stunding boldly to the eye, and
withont intervening vaponr, was cut horizontally ahout 800
feet from its base by dense elounds, which veiled its loftier
elevations, nnd nlso the whole henvens. The following
morning, however, bronght u change; the sun ross bright,
and the sky being clenr, it wus an object of inteuse interest
to wateh the yradual Lifting np and dispersion of the yapoury
ghroud, unsided by a breath of wind, and which disclosed
penk nfter peuk, wud vidgs after vidge, the lofty aid desolate
regions which now ln{ before us.  Being on the snaless uu}e
of the island, every chusin mud sweeping bollow lay out in
their dicary vestients of unmielted suow, whilst the inland
sad more distant hends were entirely white, giving evidence,
as seen from the south, that this snowy mantle is bat par-
tinlly parted with even at the close of sumimer; and it is
certuinly remarkable, that a spot so neazly in the latitude of
Fulklnud and Anckland Isles should have so much of n polar
churacter. Be it observed, also, that on neariug it jce wan
seens in lut, 400, and that in 600, with fog aud vizzling min,
aml the theomonteter at 370 (its lowsst dip), the feeling of
colil was like that of similae weather with an easterly wind
in the Germnn Ocean ; wherens, on getting to the east, and
in Int. 530, we had the tempevainre at 444, and nothing to
remind us of nan enst wind at bome,  Whatever mny be the
temperature to the west of “ Desolntion,” aud whether that
islund may not mark some centre of cold on its own paurallel,
the climnie most decidedly and progressively improved o we
advanced to the enstward, 5o that the appronch te Austilian
seas remivded us of the approach to Mudeirn.

“The sketeh was hordly taken when the sails began to £,
and we bave since had nn excellent run, averaging 170 miles
a-day, from the 20th Februwy to the date hereof. 1t 1wy
further be observed that, from the latitude of the Cape to
450 8., the winds were generelly fuir, with a clear sky and
agreenble temperature, but ocensionally blawing rather fresh,
and the sen somewhat rough. From 450 S, and onward
hetween the latitudes of 500 and 530, the water wits uui-
forwly smooth, with the sky frequently overcast for days to-
gether, with oceasionnl thick fogs, and sometimes, though
very rarely, drizzling rin. Duving this part of the voyage,
which effected un ensterly vun of 1350, the winds were al-
mast uniformly favowrnble, and generally ranged from N. to
W, —they were moderale, but steady 5 and the sea belny lit:
exally Jike u mill pond, our progress was rapid. The tem-
pernture rlso unging frem 400 to 480, the at 1 i

nesy to eongratululs you sii the safe arrivil of sur whole pre.
Timinnry party, the ship John Wickliffe, from London, having
cutered this harbour on the 22nd wt., and the Philip Leing,
from Greenock, on the present date,  The passage has been
made by the former in 03 days from Jand to land, or 00 days
from part to port; and by the latter in 114 and 117 days res-
pectively. No denth has occurred on board the John Wick-
Hitte; whilst in the Philip Laing, of 87 children, four have died,
and thies were born; and, with one exception, a cnse origi-
mting at hmne, theve is not & sickly person amongst us;
our numbers being 278 souls in all, exc\nsive of 18, who go
on to Wellington.  Our first duty is to return thanks 1o Al
mighty God, and I am happy to observe that our Minister
and (,‘inu'ch Members huve détersined 1o hold n convoeation
for thut purpese, which all ure invited to attend.  We are in-
debted, under God, for the safety and comfort of our passages
to the arrangements of the New Zealand Covipany; and it
will now be seen that the Dircetors have been no less care-
fal, by the adoption of every means which experience had
suggested, to provide for immediate application to the objeets
of sur enterprise, without distraction snd without privation.
A temporary biaruck for the woloen and chiklven hos been
provided; the lands are stuked out, and rendy for immedinte
chuice and oceapation; and we have three monthy' provisions
and grocerics in store, to be issued at cost prices, und kept
up by additional imports until those of our commnunity who
are 5o purposed, together with the competition of neighbour-
ing sctthoments, shidl Lave supplicd owr markets in the usual
conrse of trude,

Your beaatiful nnd commodions harbavir is now before you,
its cnelosing and roundeil bills, wooded from the summit to
the water's edge, you have partinlly explored, together with
the site of Port Chadmers und Dunedin, and the adjacent
Lunds Inid out for suburbun sectivns; and some of you have
ulso glanced ot the seties of rich valluys comprising the rurnl
sections, estending to the Clutha and its banks. In the cul-
tivations of the few squutters (mostly from Ross and Suth-
erland) who have been waiting to Join yott, you have seen
and parteken of the wheat, barley, oats, and grrden-stuffs
they have been in the habit of mising, together with the sheep
aud eattle depastured on the hills you are to graze. Theell-
mate also in this, the month of April, which corresponds with
October at home, you cun st once perceive; whilst the vigo-
vous henlth of the surveyors, exposed as they have been in
the wilderness for two yenrs past, and of other Euvopenns of
all nges, who have squatted for various periods during the last
twenty years, together with their unvarying testimony as to
open winters and t 4 s—aund the p

phere, in
clear weather, was siugulurly bracing and agreeable.

It was remarked by the moss esperienced possengers, and
oldest seamen on board, that throughout thi: whole voyage,
and under all eireumstunces, they had never ssen snch un-
rimitting sud pradeat vigilunce in the enrvying of nll aail,
of which ths vessel is amply fwrnished.  The good ship
having, wareover, proved her sailing qualities in the outset
by beating everything she met in the Chunnel, it may be in-
ferred that, according te the course seleuted, and the winds
fallen in with, she has given better than an average result:
Not that the passage has been pirticalarly short, nor still
less that the nverage thme from England to New Zealnd

“muy uot be consilernbly rednerd, for much has yet to be

done for sscertaining the best latitudes, aecording to the
season of the year; and in this view it woukl be important
that some competent party were charged with exnmination
of future log-books, in order to the publieation of what
should be useful in the proper quarter for buing scen by
masters of vessels.

I enclose a chart of the track taken by this ship, and
wonld just observe, that Captain Duly, who has been muny
years in the Enst India line, is of opinion that the passuge
from the Cape ia now to be mado in & shorter time thun to
Caleuttn, and, consequently, so much shorter is the whale
puisage from Englnd even at the present time.  On the
whole, therefore, it will be seen that, with the exception of
the few days which would have suificed to carry us to Lisbon
in the munth of Decernber, the remnining passage has been
literully s summer excursion, and of & character which might
well be selected for the recruitment of invalids, as one or
two of our passengers, who bappened to be in that predica-
ment, have most happily sed t&mnkl‘ully experienced. :

T D
cir in which you find them, notwithstanding their
want of combination, nm{ distance rom ench other—must en.
able you to satisfy your friends at home, that the movement
you have made-is, in all respects, as to things temporal, judi-
clows nud advantageons, even 08 our prosision for eduention
and religioun ordinances is tu the contentment of our spirit-
wal fathers, as recorded by the General Assembly of the Free
Church of Scotland.  Our advantages ave great, and it be-
hoves us to mmk and acknowledge them. Xn the cese of
the *Pilgrim Fathers,' they left their bowes, not ns we do,
but by compulsion, and as ihe haoted purtridge for & pluce
of rest,  The ships they suiled in, the sterile soil, and fright-
ful winters, together with the lack of food and implements
in the country which received them, were enough to bave
queiled the stoutest heart; bat they were men who feared
God and nothing else. They persevered, and the issue, 8s
now seen, is perhaps the most preguunt for the cause of
trath and the progress of mlmkim{ that exists in the world.
Apuin, had our destination been to British America, a voy-
aye so greatly more trying than that we have experienced, the
close of that voynge must hive been the commencement of &
long &nd tedious jowrney, and which could only have ended by
the sutting in of a six months’ rigorong and profitless winter.
But still nearcr, when we look to the difficulties in this
fine country, with which others have had to contend, anid to
the endnrance and waste of mesns to which they were ex-
posed, we onght 1o be deeply impressed with the contrast
of our own position. My friends, it is a fact; that the eyes
of the Dritish em)\ire, and I may say of Kurope and Ameri-
ca, ave upon us. The rulers of our great country have struck
out a system of colonization on liberal and enlightened prin-
ciples; and, amall as we now are, we are the precarsors of
t settlemnent. which is to put that system to the test.

ADDRESS BY CAPFAIN CARGILL, TO THE IMMI-
GRANTS AT OTAGO.
) DPort Chaliners, Otugo Harbour, April 15, 1848,
Friends snd Fellow-passengers,—I have now the happi-

idual interests are {hercfore bound up with a great
public cause; and, gussing over in this ploce the higher ob-
jects which Free Churebmen must efiect, we should jast
sdopt the sentiwment of owr British rnce—* England expects

that wvery man will do his duty’ Our duties as pioneers
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may be somewhat arduous, but, as compared with all that
huve gone bufors ua, they wro light aud transitory.  We, no
doubt, enconnter & wilderness, bt we do so in a climato
equal nt least to the south of Tnglind, and with appli

sltogether new.  The cargo of the John Wickliffe is nearly
on shore. A atorehouse 18 roofed in, and similar matters
are heing proceeded with, which: give work for all, until the
choice of town nllotments shall have been made, whean all
hends will be required and engaged by the owners of these
Innds, to ercet their houses, and those of their engaged ser-
vants, ere the npproaching winter, such as it is, shall arrive.
Meanwhile, 1 have established the wages for public works in
progress, at Js. a-day for & common lubourer, sud fia. for
craltsmen; but when such works, niter the buuses referved
to arg up, shall be rexumed, public works will then be exe-
cuted by contract, and so0 4 to give continuous employutent
for all. " In fixing the rate of wages uniil the hands of our
industrial classes arve sufficiently initiated for the taking of
contracts; it wns necessuary 40 take cure that the rate should
not be such as to overtax the eapitulist, and, on the other
hand, that the Iabourer should havo such incrensed pay us
the now and profitatile ficld thr both purtica shoald appear
to warrunt; snch pay hrin;f, at the satie tima, altogether in
money, to be laid out by the Iabourer ay he pleuses, and on
the food he profers, Tim result, as regards the foregoing
rate, iy, that the wan who for common labour had 12s. a-
weele at homo, subject o howso ront, in now recoiving 18,
with a frec bouss and fuel, and gruzing for his cow. Yon
now famd with all your implements and efiects on the spot
which is to be your home, and where the man who has only
his hands to depend upon must see, by all that is around him,
that, with industry and economy, he can maintuin a family
in comfort, and nehieve his independence, ere the infirmity
of yenrs ean avertake him.  Still, however, we are but a body
of pioncers, and, a3 such, must eucounter some roughness
uatil our houses are np; but with willing minds, we shail
6000 be prepared to receive onr brothren from home with a
heorty welcome, and un approving conscience.—~W. Canorwt.,

LETTER FROM THE REV. THOMAS BURNS
TO THE REV. JOHN SYM OF FREE GREY-
FRIARS' CHURCH, EDINBURGH.

¢ Communicated to the Colonial Committee.)

Porr Cuaruens,
On board the Barque Philip Laing,
25th April 1848,

My Dean Sie,—Wae entered this harbour on Saturday
the 15th instant after o favourable voyage of 115 days
from land to land, or 117 days from port to port. We
left Milford Haven on the 20th December; we lost sight
of land in the afternocon, and with the exception of the
Island of San Antonio, ouc of the Cape-de-verd Islands,
which was scen by some on beard, but so fuintly that
only a well practised eye could distingwish it from a
cloud on the distant horizon, we saw no land till we
had rounded the southern poiut of Stewart’s Island, and
descried to our great joy the remarkable bead-lands of
the eastern shores of New Zealand. The ship sailed out
of the magnificont harbour of Milford Haven, and, with
no ather help than the compass and the quadrant, pur-
sued its louely way across wide oceans where there was no
travelling mark, rounding oapes which could not be scen,
traversing soas, which, in their “melancholy” sameness
presented no distinguishing festure to inform us when
weo had passed out of one and entered upon naother; and
after the lapse of uearly 4 months, without seaing aught
but the heavens above us and the wide waste of waters
&l aronpd us, the ship, liko ‘a thing of life and of more
than mortal sagacity, glided ‘with perfeot precision, and
without hesitation or mistake, into its destined place at
the farthest corner of the earth, What a * iriumphant
display”—1 could not help saying to myself as ive pas-
sed up this peaceful Haven to Port Chalmers, and found
thut there could be no doubt that we were in the right
place, 2lthough not a creature on board had ever been
in these seas before,—~* what a triumphant display of the
art of navigation!” The voyage most agreeably disap-

of it wo snid, were it to becomo a matier of necessity |

that we ghoulil do gv, we should not shrink from fucing
about and making the sume veyage back again. In
Cuptain Ellis we had not only a most watehful and
skilfnl scaman, but a courtevus and efficient friend, ever
ready to promote the cause of order and propriety in the
ghip, as well as the comlort and accommodation of the
entiro body of emigrants, whether in the eabin or the
steerage. We were favoured wilhi a great deal of very
fine weather, and to this we were indebted for the good
heaith enjoyed by the great proportion of the passengers.
We had 87 children uader 14, nnd some of the very
young amongst them suilered a good deal; and to our
sore affliction four litile infants dicd, These were all
tho deaths that occurred, and these from children’s com-
plaiuts, mostly cutting of teeth, But in fegard to nearly
all the reat of the children, they thrived prodigiously, and
exhibited tho most joyous spirits, causing the deck to ro-
sound during the fine sunay afternoows and evenings
with sheir obstroperous glee. We had worship every
worning and every evening, at which the entire Eody of
emigrants attended, and nlso the captain and part of the
ship’s crew. We had worship three times on Subbath,
and a Jargo Sabbath achool with § or 8 teachers, in the
afternoon,  livery weck day oxcept Saturday, we had a
achool forencon and atterncen of 6 ot 8 diflerent classes;

G or B of the phssengers taught them, the schoolmaster ;

superintending, [ had two clusses for religiona instruc-
tion which 1 took charge of myself, one for young men,
the other for young women, and I made one ministerial
visitation of the whole ship. By a strict enforcement of
the regulations, on the part of Dr Ramsay the medical
superintendent, the greatest order was maintained among
the passengers, the greatest attention to eleanliness and
the proper veatilation of the steerage observed, aud every
precuution taken for the preservation of health. Alto-
gether, the voyage was remarkably well conducted, and

saving the melaucholy circumstauce of the death of the *

four little infauts, wus attended by a great deal of posi-
tive pleasure and of healthy, happy enjoyment. We bad

three births during the voyage aud three marriages; and -

rumour s basy with various other matrimonial schemes.
My first impressions of Otago surpass my apticipations,
which certainly were high enough. The harbour through-
out the entire 14 miles to which it extends, is one unin-
terrupted scone of most romaatic beanty., Nothing but
hills on both sides,—stcep and bold headiands, and penin-
sulas of various forms,—descending to the water’s edge,
and forming little bays of hard sand; all-of them without
a single exception densely clothed trum the water up to
their very summits with evergreen woods, presenting an
uarivalied scene of the richest aylvan green aund alpine
beauty. In the few places where the sides of theso head-
lands happen to be luid bare by the action of the water,
I have scen no instance of live rock presenting itself; in
every cnse it was clay of a yollowish colonr, hardened
like rock, and intermixed with numerons bouldors. Thia
description applies only to the bottom of the headlands,
where they touch the water, Ascending up the sides of
theso hills, and on all their snmmits, without exceplion,
you find a very rich soil of dark vegetable mould, in
some places sevoral fect in thickness, gnd lying upon
clay of the samo yellow colour,—hardened as at the
bottom, This state of the soil secms t4 extend so
equally over tha hills, that the growth of the timber
appears Lo be as good on the tops of the bills as farther
down. As we satled up to the anchorage, some of our
people exclaimed * how like this is to the Trosachs and
Loch Katrine.” The diflierence is, that Otago is ona
largor scale and of a blander character. Up at Dun-
edin, at the head of the harbour, the country opeus out
into untimbered land, and continues of the same des-
cription of open grassy land acress to the foot of the
snowy mountzins running along the west coast. The
large river Clutha (Molyneax of the maps,) rises out of
three very large lakes, situated near the foot of these
mountains to the north west of Dunedin, and so scon as
it issuos from the lakes, becomes at ouce a very large

pointed our expeciations, 8o much ge, that at the close

stream, flowing through a widely expanded valley of
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grass land, Interspersed fwith timber blocks, admirably
adapted for sheep graving. Governor Grey paid a visit
to Dunedin two or thres months age, when he expressed
himself in the very strougest terms in regard to its udup-
tation to the requirements of a large and Hourishing
scttiemont, nud especially as to its almost unlimited
means of expansion over the tens of thousands of nures
which streteh bavk behind Dusedin and througheut the
magaificent walley of thejClutha. As to the present
productions of the place, all our party can bear most
laudatory testimony in favour of the beef and mutton
and potatocs, the growth;of the wilderness, and also as
to the abundant sapply of fish of excellent quality. It
only reynires a suflicient supply of capital and labour to
convert this into a very rvich agricultural country, Such
are my first impressions from all the inforination 1 have
been able to gather from some of the oldest settlers,
and from my own observation. The Rev. Mr Niclol-
son leaves this in the “ John Wickliffe,” in a day or
two for Nelson. I have just received a letter from the
Rev. Mr Inglis, one of the two missionaries employed by
the Reformed I’resbyterian Church amongst the native
population in the northern island. Ho had remnoved to
Wellington about ten months age in cousequence of the
disturbanees inlthe district where he was. Since then,
at their own urgent request, he has been preaching to the
highily respectable body of Presbyterians at Wellington,
with great acceptance. I'rom one of their number, a
highly respectable merchant who is down here at present,

have endeavoured to guther all the infurmation I
could as to the state of the church in that town, which,
in point of population and commercial wealth and enter-
prise, is unquestionably the first in New Zealaud, My
information is to this elfect, that whilst the Episcopalian
Chureh is attended by all the governmeut officials, the
leading English capitalists, and the military; and whilst
the Wesleyan Church is frequented by o number of the
young of both sexes, drawn amonyst othier attractions
by music; nevertheless, the Presbyterians c¢mpre-
hend a larger proportion of the substantial scttlers of
Wellington than auy other denomination; and that, in
point of fuct, nearly one half of the entire population of
Wellington is Scotch and Presbyterian. Of these a very
small section indeed profess to adhere to the Established
Church of Scotland. There are either 3 or 4 trustees of
their place of worship, {which was erected before Mr
M‘Farlaue left, and which I understand is £20 in debt
in an aofinished state and out of repair,) and 4 elders,
Of these 7 or 8 officials, one half have signed the call
that has been given to Mr Inglis, whilst they all attend
on his ministry, at least occasionally, These I under-
stand are nearly all the people of any means or standing
who profess in any overt way to belong to the Establish-
ed Church of Scotland. Dir Strang, who holds the
office under Governmeut, of Registrar, is the leading
man. About six weeks or two months ago, he sent home
to tho Established Church, a requisition for a minister
to be sent out to Wellington. After great dilizence he
obtained between 40 and 50 names to it, offuring to
make up £100 for the support of the minister. The
great bulk of these were Highlanders who are very poor,
and neither willing nor able to contribute to that object;
and only very few of them attend any place of worship,
Till Mr Inglis eame to Wellington the body of Presby-
terians there were literally in the condition of sheep.
scattered without a shepherd. They are now all nuited
with the most entire cordiality under his ninistry, and
if the reformed Presbylery will only comply with the
request he has made to them, and permit him to accept
of the call to Wellington, 1 cannot doubt, that, under
God, it will have the most important effect upon the
interests of réligion amongst that most respectable body
of our countrymen at Weilington, who, if Mr Inglis is de-
nied them by his own Church in Scotland, will be left ina
very deplorable state of spiritual destitution. They are
at present worshipping in the Church belonging to the
Established Charch of Scotlaud, which is crowded to
the door, but if they shall succeed in obtaining the per-
manent services of Mr Inglis, thoy will immediately pro-

ceed to erect a new Church for themselves. Mr Inglis
is very desirous of learning from me what are the inten-
tions of the Free Church in respect of Weilington. I
have wrritten hiwm that T eutertain a very sanguine
expectation that yonr committee would respond to the
requisition which they had received trom Auckland, and
would provide the Presbyterians there with a svitable
minister, but that beyond that [ did noet think they would
go at present, especizily so soou after sparing one for
Nelson, and another for Otage. I have strong hopes of
Alr Inglis beiny scttled at Wellington, the more especi-
ally as the prospects of success for him with the uative
population are the very reverse of flutteriug; he tells meo
what a cheering prospect it would be for the Presby-
teriaus of New Zealaud, if the 4 principal settlements
were each provided with a faithful gospel ministry. The
first Sabbath after myarrival, I preached to the emigrants
from the John Wickliffe, at Dunedin, in the forvnoon;
one_of the aundieuce was the Rev. Mr Reed, Wesleyan
missionary of this distriet; he preached tu us in the after-
noon; he is an excellent devoted man. 1 hope that we
shall be able to strengthen each other' hauds, ‘Lhe
second Sabbath I conducted morning and evening ser-
vice as usual, on board the Philip Laing, at Port Chal-
mers.  Mr Nicholsou preached to us at nvon. In the
afternoon { preached on board the Jolin Wicklifle and
baptized My Nicholsou’s infant son, born to him last
week; my munse at Dunedin is in a state of great fur-
warduess, a most respectable looking fabric, occupying
a commaunding position at the very head of the Larbour.
The Church for which we have brought out with us,
working plaus, windows, and other fittings, is to occupy
a still more haposing position, and will form a conspicu-
ous lamd mark from the main ocean secu across the low
neck of lund that separates it irom the harbour. Wil
you communicate this to the Cunvener of the Coloninl
Committee, as I am pressed for timd, and canuot writa
him by the Joim Wicklitfe 1

Lver most truly yeurs,

(Signed) Tuomas Burxs.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS FROM THE REV.
THOS. BURNS, TO HIS BROTHER IN DUBLIN.

DPort Chalmers, 19th April 1848.

We entered this beautiful harbour on Saturday last,
the 15th April, after a favourable and very pleasant voy-
age of 115 days from land to land.  We have the great-
est cause of thankfalness, that by the goodness of God,
our family have enjoyed uninterrupted and excelient
health. My wife has stood the voyuge remarkably well,
The children have improved in health and looks greatly,
We are all now in tho enjoyment of the best health and
spirily,and very much delighted with Otage. OuSaturday
evening my eldest daughter and 1 weut up to Dunedin,
accompanied by Mrs Cargill and her youngest daughter,
out of the ¢ John Wicklilfe’ lying close by us here. I
preached to the “Joln Wicklille™ settlers in the wooden
barracks erected for the emigrants. Mr Creed, the Wes-
leyan Missionary at Waigowaiti, about 10 miles north of
this, preache | to us in the evening. I was much pleased

with him, and hope to have pleasant and profitable inter-

course with him. On Monday I went over the town
lands of Duuedin, with the view of making up my mind
aguinst the day of selection, which, for the town sections
only, hasbeen fixed for.Friday next. I came down here
again yesterday, and went over the town lands of Port
Chalmers.

Nothing can surpass the romantic beauty of the views
from the site of the port. The whole harbour from the
Heads to Dunedin, 14 miles in length, is bonnded on
each side by a succession of headlands, projecting a little
way into the water, forming little bays, with a beach of
hard dry sand. The headlands rise up at once to a height
of from 300 to 5000 or 6000 feet, and are wooded from

S

THE OTAGO JOURNAL. ‘ 41

the water’s edge to the very summit. It isa remarkable
fact, that whilst the soil on these hills, and all around
generally, is remarkably rich, consisting of dark vege-
table mould, varying from i, 1§ to 2 and 3, and in cer-
tain places to 6 and 7 feet deep, if you ascend to the tops
of these hills, instead of finding, as you would in Scot-
land, little else thun rock and beath, you have here the
same soil as at the bottom of the hills, viz. black earthy
mould with a subsoil of good stroug clay. Aleng the
whole sides of the Otage harbour, you will not find in
all the 14 miles anything like live rock. Wherever the
sides aad bottoms are luid bare by the weather, and clear
of timber, (which is not very frequently the case,) you
still find the clay with boulders hardened together, In
some of the streams running into the harbour there is
solid freestone of good quality, through which the stream
has worn a channel for itself. A party of settlers are
prepared to commence brick-making immediately. They
are well satisfied with the clay as they find it all around.
Fhus [ hope to see our houses, at least some of them, and
the Church, for which T brought building plans from
Edinburgh, built of brick or stone from the outset. On
the whole, my present impressions of the country, both
as to beanty and richness of soil, have greatly surpassed
my expectations.  You will of course remember that
these are first impressions, and some of them necessarily
derived wore from the information of others, than from
my own observation. All the Europeans here, without
a single exception, speak well of Otage. But I trust
more to the opinion of the surveyors, particularly that of
Mr Kettle, the privcipal one, who speaks in the very
highest terms of it. Moreover, a short time ago, Gover-
nor Grey visited Otago for the first time, and remained,
he and Mrs Grey, for 3 or 4 weeks in Mr Kettle's house
at Dunedin ; and Mr Kettle tells me that he was quite
enchanted with Otago, particularly for the boundless ex-
teut of rich grass laud lying inland from Dunedin for 150
miles right back to the Snowy Mountains. ‘The people
have got it into their heads that the Molyneux (Clutha)
is better than Dunedin, and had it as good a harbour, 1
have no doubt they are right. No one can tell what they
may do by the time the rural lands come to be chosen.
They must have time allowed them to let their minds
setile duwn into a deliberate judgmeunt. A large bullock
about 1000 lbs. weight was killed at Dunedin for the use
of the emigrants, and though the beast never got a mor-
sel of feeding but what it gathered in the wilderness, yet
the meat is uncomumonly fine. We ali think it far better
than any we cver tasted before—but this of course. But
the “ John Wicklitfe’s” people who have been here for a
month, all declare they never tasted better meat than the
beef and mutton they have got here. The fish too is ex-
cellent and abundant. The baracouta and the habouka
are the only two kinda I have tasted. The former like
a cod but inuch larger, the latter like a ling but longer
and thinser. Our cow, after standing the voyage re-
mirkably well, and giving milk nearly all the time, took
ifl of iuflammation in the bowels on the Ist of April, and
after a few hours illuess died to the disappointment of
ull. The buil is quite well and goue up to Dunedin to
be closely herded. He runsa great risk from a plant
called the * toot,” which is greedily fed on, and with
safety by cattle acclimated, but on cattle newly arrived,
and especially off a sen voyage, it acts as wet clover does
in England—the animal swells and dies. Captain Car-
gill’s cow, a fine Durhaw, died the first fortuight of the
voyage ; his bull calf camo safe to Dunedin, and lived a
fortnight, but, as they thiuk, it ate of “toot” and died.
I am greatly apprehensive of the bull, that befure he is
acclimated the * toot” will kill him. The dog is quite
well, and so is the she-goat with her kid. Al three are
removed to Dunedin, The Manse is in progress of erce-
tion, and by accounts we should get into it next week.
The situation seems rather an exposed one, standing on
tue reserved lands forming the water froutage, just be-
side the wharf; it looks right down the harbour. lm-
mediately belind the narrow stripe of reserved land, is
laid out Princes’ Strect, having houses ouly on one side
of the stroet, and looking down the harbour. The Mause,

therefore, standing on n little knoll between Princes’
Street aud the principal landing-place, is rather conspi-
cuous, and admits of uo privacy about the doors. Qur
voyage has most agrecably disappointed us.  Qur anti-
cipations were of tho most unpleasant kind, Yet we
could turn about aud make the saame voyage back again
without much hesitation. Wao lad 4 deaths, 3 births,
aml 3 marriages. The 4 deaths were infints—one of
them the case of one of the three born on board,

Munse of Dunedin, 12th June 1848,
On Friday the 2nd of Junc I bronght my family kere

finally frow the Philip Laing. The servant maid with
the three youngestchildren, including the baby, were in
in the luggage boat ; there was not room for them im
the Captain’s gig. In the morning when we started, there
was aslovely weathier as ever shone, but suddenly the sky
became overcast, and the wind blew right in our teeth.
‘The gig pulled through in good style, but the lugzage boat
could make no head aguinst it; the consequence wns that
poor baby, Famuy, and Annic, with the maid, slept all
night in the bush, the boat having put into a little bay,
about three miles down the harbour. Cold, coldit was,
suow and frost,—by far the coldest night we have had;
ice as thick as a slilfing was seen next morning, though
ice and snow were both gone soon after breakfast. My
poor wife was niost miserable all night.  Next merning
about 11 o’clock we were delighted to see two sailora
with Fanny and Annie on their backs, and Jane Pattulo,
the maid servant, all walking up to the Manse door. The
children were not a whit the worse of it. Oue of the
singular features of this singular climate, is, no matter
how much you may be expused tu it, you take no injury.
Ever siuce, the weather has been enchantingly fine.” On
Thursday and Friday Jast it blew strong from the N.E.,
and rained, aud was uncowfortably cold, but Saturday
and yesterday, and to day, surpassed the very finest
swamer days.in Scotland. At the same time whilst we
were lying at Port Chialinersin the Philip Laing, we had
eight days of soaking rain, very cold and disugreeable;
no fire on board. The natives said we had brought the
bad weuther with us, for they never had the like of it be-
fore. My estimate of the country has only risen higher
as I have become better acquainted with it.

There is a very beautiful little Bay called Deborah
Bay, just opposite the anchorage ground, where the
large vessels lie at Port Chalmers. 1t has very magni-
ficent timber on it, with two beautiful streams, that
would each of them drive a large mili, ranning into it.

The Manse is weather boarded, lined with rough deal;
canvas and paper are ready to be put up init. ltstands
at the very head of the harbour, on an eminence clothed
with evergreen bushes, down the alisost perpendicular
front to the water’s edge, with a pretty little bay at the
bottom, where 1 mean to keep my boat, (I bought the
Philip Laing’s life-boat) a very beautiful situation. It
is us yet the prettiest and most aristocratic looking place
in the colony.

EXTRACTS FROM A LET''ER OF A PASSEN-
GER ON BOARD THE PHILIP LAING,

( From the Scottish Guardian.)

Port Custmens, Oraco,
On board the Barque Philip Laing,
May 2, 1848,

On the 15th April we entered this barbour, a spacious
arm of the sea, 14 miles in length, 14 or 2 miles in
breadth, perfectly land-locked within the Leads, having
high steep hills on both sides, all the way up clothed
with wood from tlie highest-peaked suwmmits down to the
water’s edge—with no beach, except here and there a
pretty little bay of dry bard sand; the trees all ever-
green, and the hills approaching the water in every variety

of shape-—forming a scene of uncoinmon romantic beauty.
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As we passed within the heads and up to the anchor-

age here, many of our Highlandors, and most of enr
cubin passengers who lad seen it, exclaimed, “ How
like this is to the scenery of the Trossachs and Luch
Katrine!” The difference is that the scene here is on a
!arger scale, aud of a much less stern character. There
is no grey rock, no rock at ull, nothing but the lovely
sylvan green of the evergreen hill sides. I have never
seen anything to surpass the scenery of Port Chalmers
in point of romantic beauty, Dunedin stands at the very
head of the harbour, and there the country opens out
into a more open, untimbered, and grassy country; hilly,
I am informed, and more or lesa covered with timber,
within a certain distance of the coast; but further into
the interior the country is open grass land, for 150 or
200 miles. More particularly, there extends for about
100 miles in length, the widely expanded valley of the
Clutha (Molyneux of the maps), of the fincst land, in ge-
uneral free of timber. The river rises ncar the roots of the
Snowy Mountains (which run along the brink of the west
coust}, to the north of Duancdinj it flows out of three
very large lakes, and ab once assmmes the aspeet of a
broad deep river. The valley throughout its entire
length is represented to he of the richest description of
land, and adapted in the highast degreo for sheep graxing,
and will, alt of it, ultimately bo made available for the
purposes of tillage. The Clutha flows into the sea on
the east coust of the island, abuut sixty iniles south of
Dunedin, and forms the southern boundary of the block
of land purchased for the Otago settlement. Governor
Grey paid a visit, for the first time, about two or three
months ago, to Dunedin, when le is said to have ex-
pressed himself in terms of the highest admiration of its
adaption to the requirements of a very large colony. The
soil here seema to be remarkably rich and very produc-
tive. Il potatoes raised from it, and with very imper-
fect tillage, are u ly fine; no di such as in
the old country has appeared ninongst them. The beef
and mautton fed in these wilds is remarkably well flavour-
ed; very fat—some think it too fat—but it is in no
respect like the fut of over fed meat, but firm and high
flavoured. Altogether, my first impression of this country
is, that it only requires a suffiviency of capital and la-
bour to make it one of the finest in the world. The
climate is somewhat different from what we, or, at least [
expected, but not in point of salubrity, for I am satisfied,
from all I have secn and heard of it, that none can be
mors healthy. The Europeans squatting here all concar
in giving the climate of Otago a decided preference over
that of Wellington, the boisterous character of which
seems to be its main fault. We have had bard gales
since wo entered here. The peeuliarity is, that these
gales blow uniformly all the year round either up or
down the harbour, and never last beyond 48 hours ata
time, and are followed by weather of the most beautiful
serenity, finer, certainly, than our finest days at home.
On the othier hand, the bad weather here seems to be
just about as disagrecablé as at home, with this differ-
ence, that it never lasts longer than the time I have
ment'oned. The winds are rometimes very cold: we
have had the thermometer here as low as 48° and 46°.
I dare say at home, and in the month of November, we
should find this not an uncomfortable temperature, but
coming off & four months’ summer voyage through the
tropics, we are moro affected by it. 1 am told that the
amount of fine weather throughout the year bears a large
proportion to the whole. Wehave had a selection of the
town seotious of land, by the different proprietors and
their agents, and they are now being leased—1I mean the
sections of absentee proprictors, and such others as have
them to disposs of—and this 2t high remunerating rents.
The town section measures a quarter of an acre, and
ocosta in Loudou 10s; its present value, since the seloc-
tion, is estimated at £10, and brings a reat of £4 per
annum. I yesterday let a section nt Port Chalmers, the
property of Mr , for three years, at £8 a year. But
this is a prime section, with froutage to the harbour.
At the end of the lease it should be worth a great deal
more.

We were all most agreeably disappointed in the voy-
age. lLnstead of one prolonged scene of hard endurance,
as we auticipated, throughout the preat part of it there
wag a high degree of enjoyment.  We had the afitiction
of sceing four little infauts die on the voyage, and o fifth
since we entered this harbour.  With this exception, we
had 2 great deal of good health amongst our 230 emi-
grants, H7 of whom were children under fourteen years,
and 11 of these under twelve months, Por this we
were mainly indebted, under God, to the remarkably
fine weather we lad, and to the admirable way in
which the medical superintendunt enforced the regula-
tions a3 to order, oleaning, and ventilation. }ad there !
been any considerable relaxation of these regulations,
the consequences to life and health must have been very
serions amongst such a body of people crowded into such
a narrow compass. We had divine service twice every
week day, and three times on Sabbath; and during the
greater part of the voyage it was en deck. Notonly didall,
without exception, including the Captain and his officers '
and men, attend, but T suppose we did wot owit a diet of
worship above half a dozen times during the four months
and a half from Greenock to Otago. Order was so well
observed, and the arrangements made at the commence-
ment «o good, and so little altered or madificd up to tho
very last, that a history of oue day will be s history of :
the voynge. Here it isi—

At G4 s the proper constable went along the steer-
age and warned the people to viss. At 74 he had every
soul on deekc; when the roll wis ealled, the cleaning and |
seraping the floors and sprinkling with chloride of lime
commenced, and, if not finished befure breakfast, was
finished after, and before worship. At 8} the cabin pas-
seugera went to broakfast. At 9 the steerage passengers
begun to have theirs served out to them. At 10} we
had morning worship. At 11, or rather immediately
after worship, tho school opened, six ov cight passengers
taking each a class, under the superintendence of the
schoolmaater, Mr Blaikie. At 2 e.m. the steerage din-
ner was served out; the cabin dinuer at 8. At 4 the
alternoon school. At 3} the steerage tea; the cabin ditto
at 6. At74 evening worship. The congregational library
was opened once a week, when books were returned and
new ones issued. A mewspaper in M.S., by a cabin pas-
senger, was published once a week: and another by a
steerage passenger as often. The time passed away,no one
knew how. But before we were able to bring matters
into such exact order, we had some serious proceedings.
'The captain, the doctor, and the minister, a formidable
triumvirate, conducted several criminal jury trials with
great formality, and inflicted various punishients. Some-
times the proceedings were reported in presence of the
congrugation, at the close of divine service, and public
rebuke administered. The state of discipline ultimately
became very thorough and to the rigour. Out of scliool
hours it wag a very joyous scene to hear the obsireper-
ons mirth of the children; and in the fine tropical even-
ings, the entire body of passengers being on deck, some-
times they practised ochurch-music, sometimes Scotch
sougs were sing, the cabin passengers listening on the
poop, all forming a happy scene, and under the finest
sky, from which we used to withdraw with reluctance
at bedtime. With all this, it was & season that put poor
human nature under o most sifting process, and present-
ed it under a most humiliating aspect. Not an infirmity
of temper, not a visious habit, not an unseemly featurs
of charaoter, but was dragged forth into open day, and
exhibited in all its naked deformity, in the eyes of all.
1t afforded a precious opportunity for pressing the doc-
trines of the cross upon the hearts of all. May God
Almighty grant that the fruib of the whole trying and
testing process may be unto holiness.

The * John Wiekliffe,” the other emigrant ship that
sailed from London, and arrived here three weeks before
we did, is still lying here, but almost ready to sail. Mr
Nicholson is on board of her, on his way to Nelson,
whers he is appointed minister by our Colonial Com- -
mittee. T sincercly hope that he will be able to collect

the scattered Presbyterians of that settlement together.

;-—.0

4L Ul alty

They bear 2 high character as w moral and well con-
duected people, but hitherto they have beenin destitute
condition for religious ordinances.

P.5.—The natives ave quict, peaceful, harmiess crea-
tures. We shall probably wish we had more of them by
and by. ‘There are herds of cattle, sheep, and goats in
the wilds all arennd.

LETTER FROM WILLIAM DUFF 10 Mrs RO-
BERTSON, GATESIDE, KIRKLISTON.

Pour Cianirs, OTace, NEw ZEALAND,
5th May 18408,

DEean AusT,

1t is with pleasure that T now write you to let
you know that we have arrived safe at tho end of vur
voyage, thanks beto Almighty God for his gooduess, 1T
Tiope this will find you in good health, us it leaves us at
present.  We have all been in good health sinco we left
you. We arrivod here on the 15th of last mouth, We
had a very pleasant passage of 116 daya from Milford
Haven. We experienced a storm about the middle of
Mareh which lasted for three days, through which we
rode in safety in our good ship.  We had a cautions nnd
expericuced captain, 1 was forfunate in having an office
on board, asit fed me in contact with the steward, who
was very kind.  We ate little sult meat in the hot wea-
ther.  AMauy a one hnrta himself by eating salt meat.
We arc living on board, as the houses are not ready for
us, and the parchasers have not had time to choose their
land. The appearasce of the country is rather wild, but
everything is green as in the heat of summer,  Carrots,
parsnips, and potatovs, were newly sown and pianted, and
 seftler, n Scotchman, at Port Chalmers, has a secoud
crop of baxley, which Lie expects will ripen before winter.
Phe soil is very rich, and [ do not think it will beill to
clear. There is a great deal of brushwood, and there is
level ¢lear land a few miles back ; but [ have not beeu far
in the bush. We have a visit from some of the uatives
every day; they secm glad to sce us, and are very peace-
able. Some of them are dressed in the native mat, and
are very wild looking. There are a number of Scotch
gettlers here; some of them bhave been for n number of
years. They scem quite at home with the natives, and
have no fear of them so far as I have seen. The winter is
beginaing to set in.  We have had heavy rains since we
came, and some of the warmest days we ever had in
Scotland in the heat of summer. The scttlers who have
lived here for some years say that this and the next
maonth ends their winter, and then I hope to commence
farning in earnest. There are plenty of horses here run-
ning wild. Jones has between one and two hundred;
their price is somewhere about £20, but I see no mar-
ket for them yet, so I do not think § will deal much in
horse flesh for soue time. Mrc B. and Captain Cargill
think there will be o great demand for them so soon as
the road is opened up between the town and country
sections.  P'rovisions are not very dear ; the Company
bave a store, and sell meal at 23 6d per stone; flour at
35 per do.; tea at 18 3d per 1b.; sugar at 3§ per Ib. The
wages to labourers are 3s per day; mechanics 59 per day.
I hope you will write us so soon as you get this. I now
conclnde as Mary waits to write you a few lines.
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Otago.  We e hud a very pleasant but very protracted voy-
nge,  Wa enmo into this by about three wecks ago. The
other ship, the John Wicklitie, arvived about two werks be
fore uk; she is to sail in perhups two days beuee for Welling:
ton, and by her I write, as the first opportanity I have had
since we left Milford Haven in Soath Wales, I intended
writing you from the Cape of Good Hope, bat we did not cal®
there. I gotan opportunity, by a’xhip to call there, anu
hud filteen minates 10 write, which I deveted to my sisters,
aud they would cmnriniente to nll friends its contents, in
order that you might know how we were. I am happy w
sy that we nre all well at present, except myself, having
had o relapse of the liver complaint. 1 am greatly better,
und if [ were up at Dunedin in our own howse I woukl
recruit rapidly.  We all had to build houses of some sort,
but from my weakly state I was not usble, and rent one
from a Mr A. at about Jx, per week for the wiater, and then
we will get to our subarban section and pat up a house there
for myself.  This Mr A is a brother to Mr A, George Streat,
the Flshwonger; e and bis wife are very fine kindiy people.
Iwent up to Danedin ubout two wecks ngo in ovdex to chooss
my ‘fown Lot; Dunedin is ahout 7 miles wp the Bay from |
Liére. 1 met Mr A, first in the ship; he came on boord seek- l
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inyg n sheplierd; he is a great enttle deader, and also a gene-
rol merchunt in the phee, and very well to do,  He kindiy
fnvited me Lo hix house 10 live o few daya for the benefit of
wmy henbth aiter i voxage.  The town sites were appointed
to be ehosen on a Friday: 1 went up nod (it not get back
till the Wednesday, and “they trented me with the kindness I
of & brother nt gister.  They desive to he kindly remen-
bered to their brother mud sister and family in George Street. ¢
By his help L have made o very fortane chojee of my Town
Site. By the Judgent af the surveyors and vesidenters in
the place it is considercd one of the fivst, if not the first, in
the whole Town. It has a frontage to Princes’ Street, the
principul street in the Town, of upwards of 100 feet, and
fronting another street, (of which 1 forget the nume, ) of a-
bont 100 feet, n spuci place for Umilding.  The originel
price was only 105, nd T believe if T were to sell it T would
get L100 for 1t; this is tuning the monay. Our Subnrban
Beetions will not be fixed for choice for perhaps a month yet.
We mean to go there to reside, and clear whut we can for
the coming year's erop of potatoes, which will ahout doubly
pay the clearing,—s0 you e it is soon brought to render a
profit. The ground is very furtile; for instunce, from one
seed or vut of potatves, there will be an average produce of
about 55 to B8 potatoes, and large, many of them weighing
upwarils of a pouud English. Notbing like this could be
produced in Scotlund, and they sell just now at £4:10s, per
ton, an-gere producing about 14 tons, A man with o litde
capital heve would saon double it; but my loss is, mine is so
fimited, that T huve not to spare,  Another hundred pounds
would do me a great deal of good; it would give me the turn-
ing point, and then I could get on, and would seon make
money. I L bad just my hand turned and a season over, 1
will progress. 1 will write you saon and be uble to give n
better aceount of the place and country; it is ut pre-ent very
rugged, and in places thickly wooded, nnd all everyreen. It
is winter; we have had a great deal of rain, and the wenther
some duys very cold; but tracks of goud wenther oceur in
winter 13 fine and pleasant slmost ay in your sununer.

ANOTHER LETTER FROM THE SAME TO THE
SAME.

Duxeots, Otaco, New Zearayn.
My DEan BroTuek ANDp S1sTERS,

1 am happy to inform you that we have now got
all out of the ship mid ure comfortably meored in our snng
little enbin in the city of New Edinburgh. It is s very
small house, only two npartuents, but we el comfortable
when compured with our small herths in the ship.  We are
much contined at present with our nggnge, but 1 am getting
up & house adjoining, into whick we will pat all luggage not

OWNER IN OTAGO, TO MR M, PRINCES' ST,
EDINBURGH, RIS BROTHER-IN-LAW.
Buargue, Philip Laing, 0th ey 1818,

My Dear BroTHER AND SISTERS,

LETTER FROM MR JAMES WILLIAMSON, A TAND When I make choice of my suburban scetion, which will be

T am happy to inforan you that through the mercy

in present use, and this will give us a great deal wore room.

very soon now, I inteml to put up n good house, built from
the wood of my own property, but for this T must wait 4l
my funds encrense, ns it will cost we perhups about £60,
and this is were than I ean spare at present. 1 lLave too
little to work upon just naw, which lL‘pri\'cs me of muny
advaninges, and I ean get no return of money till I get it
from the produce of my ground.  Plense to send me in the

lace of cash, the following goods, which I can sell readily

of Gud we huve now anvived safe in the beantiful haven of | here for neurly cont. per cent. of profit:—very strong boots,

e e e e
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LETTER FROM MR. MERCER, A LAND OWNER IN

“last. I ddo not remember whether we mentioned the situn.
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Inced in front, such as the milway workers wear; they can
be made in Seotland for about 105 a pair, perlups by contract
cheuper, but they must be stont an well made, and filied
with small tackets und shod on beels and  toes with irou;
they sell here ut from 18s to 204 a pair.  There is 10 per
cent. now laid upon all Rritish goods, aud the freight, 50«
per ton, dead weight, but natwithstanding there will be a good
profit. Chievse will pay well; itis selling heve just now at 1d
to I8d per Ib.  You conld bay u lot of ald Ayrshire cheese at
perhaps less than 6d per b, when bought in w lotin Seotland,
and Ieonld sell them here wholesale to the stores for about
18 per Ib, and perhaps more.  The prices wee expected to
rise as the other settlers arrive.  You wust select them old,
but whole and sound, ns new clieese does not stand the voy-
age 60 well us old, and they must be pnt into airtight tin
cases, packed into u large wooden box; they must not be of
the very large sizes, just nhout a medinin size, running
aboit 25 1bs euch; these take whole readily, Blankets, com-
meon, bring ahout 2is o pair.  Blue bounets or enps, such g
the boys wear in Scotland, not the dandy kind with tassels,
but just a stout plain wool cap, tuke well and give o
high price heve, as unothing else is worn. Hats are not
worn at all.  You will gut the caps perhaps for ahout ls G
to 23, as in gquality, by taking a lot of them; they will hring
more than donble here. Turtan dresses for ladies will ael]
well; the prices of them run about 5s to 75, and I think
they can be got in Scotland at about 1a 21 to 25 or 2 6d,
Then again wolexkina und fustinny for geatlemen’s contmon
dresses, oud for better dresses, doexking, woollew eloths,
tweeds, &, All these things puy remarkably well and would
turn a little money to double acconnt.  Carbunate of suda
is a dear article hizre : the price of itis 6s per b, It is now
a good deal nsed in buking, and will be more so as the po-
pulation enereases, and may retwrn un exeellent profit. A
stovekeep v is partienlurly ansious that [ shonld send hiome
for o few cusks of cabin biscuit; they should be well fired,
rather brown, and pat into niv-tight casks.  Sult batter
would do well; it is at 1s 6 per ., and not to be had, aud
will always give a good price. Alse outmaal, it is at about 4d
per Ib,, and sells readily.  Oats are mown in the conntry,
but there are no mills to muke meal. The other ship brought
a 1ot out, and it is all away wlrvindy, and the want of it is
much felt.  Lum in un excellent part of the town, where a
store coubl be opencd casily, or vven witheut s store I conld
sell wholesale, which would be n quick reruyn, My A, bro-
ther to Mr A, of George Street, Ediuburgh, has a store, und
does extensively; he is n very respectuble wan; he eommis.
sious his goads from Wellington and Nelson, and pieys high
for them ; he advises me stvongly to get these goolds from
Seothwd, and suys [ woulld nede money fist by it. I am
convinced money may be about deubled in this wny.

I bope that you both aud the fumily are in good health. I
am bappy to say we are so. It is a fine bealthy elimate; it
is winter at present, and wo have soietiines oue or two cold
days with wind and rain, bat then ufter these we have the
finest weather that cau be, even like May iu Seotland, but
the country is rugzed nnd wneultivated ad yet.  Our greatest
inconvenience is the want of roads through the country to
our lands.  Oh! for the suads of Seotland,

OTAGO, TO HIS FATHER.

Duxseoty, $tsf May 1818,
My Dzan Faraer,

It now affords me grent pleasure nt having another
opportunity t write you. Hoping you will have received
my letter stating our arvival here, I must now proceed in
giving o detuil of what we have buen doing since we wrote

tion of our selection of the town choice. We were at great
loss how to do, whether to choose for the present advantage
or for the future, but as we look forwurd to your coming out
we made chuice of a town site in a good spot, A stream of
water ranning through the centre of the guarter-aere, about
20 feet brond, very suitable for a spinning mill, and it is the
deepust water in the whole harbour; it is badly situated at

resent, being so far from the principal parts of the town,
but to err on the snfe nide, before we made the selection we
made arrangements with Mr W. to give bim the half of our
town site, and to get the half of hix. His choice was No. 4,
and the partivs before him took their site at Port Chalmenrs,
50 Mr W. hud the second choice in Dunedin. He made o

streets, nnd if the place comes to any extent wa ean huve
two establishments of some sort in the town. There has
been a good deal of rain sinee wo nrrived, which has been
very much nguinst us poor settlery, as, owing to the seareily
of sawn timber, no proper ncemumodation can be put up to
shelter people from the weather; bat what dry weather we
have had really would surprise you, it is so mikl wnd warm
in the middle of winter.  Had we hal good wenther we
would have heen firther advanced thun we are, but althongh
we get wet we are hicre noue the worse of it.  For n month
we never had a dry foot, shoes wee of 1o use during the win-
ler, so we sullered much on thut aceount, aid we grudged o
buy uew boots, for they sell ut 185 or 205 for halfs. Wa
have built a house with two apurtments for My W., in which
to put by the winter; it is very small, but he iutends to
settle un his rural ground, so that it will be o good building
in spring for ourselves. Mr W. is o highly respectable man,
and of good connections at home; he is ke a fether to us.
Wo are both staying with him all winter, and we now get-
ting very eomfurtable.  Wood is not to be had ut nll scarce-
Ly ; what there is rendy is very dear, nnd owing to the wet
wenther no person can go to the bush to saw. The saw mill
we lave is of little value at present, till once ronls are made,
amt it would have been betwer if we hud had £40 worth of
werchamlise, such s ready made clonks, boots, blue worsted
bunnets, tartuns, and_ wearing apparel. My dear futher, 1
wow think you should get your business wound up and vome
out us enrly us possible ; the sooner the better. Yow are uow
advaneing in yeurs, and T am due you u good desl, and were
you to come out I would keep miother and yon all your days,
on the subnrlan section, with a milech cow'; nud in s small
wity that would take awiy the thoaght you lave which was
fast shortening your days before I left.” There will be little
money wule for a few years; bat we will be estublished and
comfortably set down in o short time. I mm intinately ae-
squainted with an old settler who came from Wellington 18
monshs ago; he is u stovekeeper here, and mnking money.
L stated your proposul, if you had your business wound up,
to come with your stock and sell it in the setilements us you
canie nlony ; he stated thut you would nuke u good deal of
money that way,  The passage from Svduey to Wellington
costs abont £8 or £16, und from Wellington to Otago €3 ;
i fumily it is cheaper, so 1 would huve you to come dineet
to efther Port Adeluide, Wellington, or Auckland, and sell in
euch of these ports, and even exchange for oflier gools,
‘Phere is a way money could be nmde, but the want of meuus
keeps mwe from thinking of it. Tavtans, wearing appharel,
softgoods, und erockery wave also sell high—a fortune couid
very soon be made with such goods us these, providing there
wi 1 House opened with for eonsigning them, otherwise it
would require n good eapital.  Jf yon really think of com-
ing oat, which L think you showld do as soon ns possible
after einging youi nlfidis to o balunce, it you Jave auy eans
over after preparing for the voyage, purchuse and uinke ar-
rangements with the parties you get the goods from, that if
the goods take here, on our writiug for more they will send
them, we remitting the nmount of the first aceount with our
second order. I will give yon alist ol such gouls ns are
both scarce aul dear :—Baking soda, it is svld for s perlh,
you could not err in a good deal of that, but soda you are
aware tikes very bad with damp, so I would have you to tin
the’bux or ense in which you patit up.  Sult herrbigs, there
is not such a thing. Mr W, wishes to join us in getting a
good deal of things out, und for maanging that Mr R. will
get them for you.  Stouewnre, such as common buwls, cups
aml sancers, they ave very high, and the old setders are
quite run out of such. Glass is also very high, 1n per foot,
n small quantity of it. I think ziue windows would do well
here; I cannot'fix a size, but the common size for houses,
hung in the middle. If they were to do Mr W. in
the Kirkgate I have no doubt would have no objection to
enter into some arrangement—you could not err in having a
few on chunce.  Ironmongery would also be u good jobj;
things in that line are very deur here, such as door Linges
with tails diffevent sizes, the churgeis 26 Gl per pair for com-
mon sized ones; common door locks and snecks; n few
chiest locks aud hinges; common pocket knives sell here
at 1s 6d which you will get ut home for 80 or 4d, n few
of these arlicles would bring a good veturn, along with many
paltry things, siich as beads for the neck, rings, &e. Haber-
dashery goods are another thing; blankets cannot be got at
all for love or money, and the old settlers are crying always
for them; Covers for beds us showy as }mssihle; T think
cotton covers, red or white, aud showy colours the natives
would purchase at any price.  Good clothing I think is of

splendid chuice, o corner section, having frontages to two

littl use, at present at uny yate, but remly wude mole-kins or
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corduroy trousers and blue Sunuel shivts, aud bhue pen conrts
or juckets, conrse quality, wre wanted ; they 1 here at 108
enchi—they ean be hud at home T think at 105 or 885 com-
man unps‘f\nr men, blio wnh;tml_ hfumvls‘ \N.llmll.\', thread,
tpes, oo cotton eloth, blue shisting, sheeting, and your
own gowls, viz, strong Huens, not l'hu‘fme ut present. A
store keeper, with whom 1 very intimate, cnme here 18

LETTER FROM My EDWARD ATKINSON.

OTaGo, NEW ZEALAND,
Dunedin, June 13, 1648,
Mr pean Buoriten axp Sisices,

In writing you from this far distant and far famed

time the ve

Stirling, Seothuul, o A

o~ing to do if vou cte oot 1o go aronud by some of the )
b e i ip, Port Adednide, and Wellington, | we warked about for three weeks or so, and thut is the only
¥ dy very il oit’ for [ purt of the voynge any one has to think aboat, for I um sure
onething consider- | there is o other place in the world to which u ship can go
There was o wan nwd wife | with more safety thau to New Zealand,  After you leave the

othier colonies, Port Ph
lie savs that in Wellington they are nlr
tible finen and sheeting, and he think

) ight be made that way,
2‘!11?1023“?1:;1(% " \\"icklill’c " going to Wellington ; they go ek Cln.umvl FOU SouR voie " 1
and forward from England regalacly, m:lhu(g to pussen- | which you pass are very fine, You ay think Loughtio lfn\‘e
gers on bourd, and atter their wrival, during the short ]w_pi. i Journui of Latitude and I.ungumlc aand wdl ulherihma
wias lying liere they mude o pood deal | things that take plice on board ship, bat readly lln:re. is 50
I shall drop this | much sumeness throughoat the voynge, 1 do nou think it

months betore us from Wellington, aud is erigdvaily from | Countiy, you will no <lm§ht expeet o deseription far beyoud
T wentioned to hiwe what you were pros | what T ean give. T the fiest pliee, we !m\l u splendild pussage

of monuy by some blunkets th‘cly Tuul. L . o
ubject now and  procecd with  sowething  else il 1 t v i ‘
ief; l‘l'mm you \\‘hnlr. you intend to do, whether to come | a few things thut acumlly attract one's attention, viz.:—Fiy-
M There is 12 per | ing Fish, which are more like » flock of swallows than any-
We had to pay for our | thing I know, Dolphins, Purpoises, Whales, Sharks. We
The suburban seetions nre to be chosen | kept & harpoon alwuys on the fore-chainy fur the Albacco and

out or opeu o connection at home,
cent. of duty onall British goods.
saw mill and ivon.

from London to New Zeahuul, exeept in the Channel, whers

it warm weatber,  The I:lands

waorth while taking up your time relating them, I shall name

you will per] } v
suburban scction might come in for wtuwn site, hut the town

town for pleaswre grounds.

clofh-merchunt or clerk need come ont here with the inten-

instruments than seissurs or pens.  Nor must they come
with the intention of spovting jewellery or ,r,'f-ml c.lmhes, but
must come ont stendy and ready to do what is going, unless
they Lave plenty of means to cnrry the gentenmn out. All
must work lum{here to get on. I neverwrought so havd in
wy lite as what I have done since I came here, \»m.‘ 1 lmpe.
to'be repuid for it yet.  We will very foon be proprietors of
a goul house.  We are neavly finished with = house or n‘hup
24 feet long and 12 brond, with a division for a rovm off the
shop for the man und wife,  We have engnped u enrpenter
and eabinet maker to work; we are goiug to stop with them.
We bave very good prospeets. [ have got a great denl of
orders for furniture and joiner work, I really do not know
what to do iest aiter the bouse is finished. T like yonr-
self, too anxivits; T am never idle.  We have givyu in esti-
mates for a Chureh and School.  We have also given in an
estimate for o bout thut is to be built by the Cnmplul‘\',‘ﬂ(i
feet Jongz; these matters ave not yet settled,  If one thing
will not do I will try another. I aw determined to mmke
ray own of this pluce, and I would be quite happy
heve if T only had my father, mother, and friends out
beside me. 1 am very well now. This ja a country
where people will thrive. T have seen little of the coun-
uy, alwiys being busy working. R. hus been looking
after the sulurban section. I write a little of this eveL‘{
night, for there is no time to do anything but work on.

wil give you some news :—the Rev. Mr Burns' eldest daugh-
ter is to be married to_the Cuptuin of the  Philip Luing.”
She is going home with him again. I am sending this by
thie “ Philip Laing;” she is going to Wellington. I hope it
will rench soon and in safety.  We have now got our subur-
ban section chosen; we huve not got the sections we were
after, but have got 8 good one nenr Port Chalmers, water
frontage and heavily wooled, R, went awuy yesterday, lf)lh
June, along with a purty to the Molyneux District, 60 miles
away; it is suid to be a splendid country, and to have a
splendid harbour, but a bad bor in the entrance.  Since we
arrived there Have heen several sehooners into the Port from
Wellington and Sydney. I hope there v.rill be soon another
Emigrant Ship. As expected, the choosing of the ruml lots
tukes place on the 234 of this month, so by next ship I will
be able to inform you of the plice where we have chosen.
We enjoy a grent privilege every Lord’s dny in a house erect-
ed to hear the Word of God preached by the Minister,

this week ; ere this is sent off’ Iy have it inny power to Porpoise, and on one oeension I went out 1o [.u:l‘ir. to strike
let you knaw how we huve chosen. — The suburban svetions | un Albaceo, but when [ was on the puint of seizing hold of
are farther out of 1he town than I expected. I thought, as | it, & large Shavk floated on l!m surfoce of the water like a
aps have done, that thyough conrse of time the [ Jog of wood; it was abont 10 feet loug and not more than 4

is intended to be ns Jurge as Edinburgh or G‘llsgl!\\’ at pre- getting t)l]‘, tor I thought he might sk_\nlk \’u‘ulcr (he ship and
sent, and besidis there is a belt on the outside of the | watch lis opportunity to get n wouthful. The birds are very
, Here, us at hume, there | searce. The Albatioss and Cape Pl;:won ure the ouly ones
is 0 grent deal of spirits conswmed, but stewdiness iy l'cqu.i- of uny. huportance 1 hl‘oughl «lm\'r! with the ln{zg range; we
site fn every quurter of the world, no mutter what ‘)\uce it | fometinies ennght them with the line unfl huul‘r lll-ld'll piece
may be, and none shonkd leave howe, as Thave often ¢ mng}lt, of pork; wa had ton or \wcl\.u on deck {l_l I)Tlu time, .some
with the iden that Le will get gold for the lifting, and an in- | of them ten fect from tip to tip of the wings. I any ooe
tention to act the geatlewun; they nnst come with .l:mlily coming out wis to tuke vio or twg good za(rf)ng Yines with lndn,
strength, if gmm:‘-il them, and willingness t exexcise it. No { and hooks about the size of Sulion hooks, he could pass the

tion of duing no other thing than standing at the back of a]one to two hundred yards; he should ulfo bring out the
counter, or sitting at a desic. They must be alile to use other | composition for stafling the Albatross.  We minde the voy-
s

fect from my shanks, so you mny be sirs I was not long in

tiwe in fishing tor them and the Albaeco; length of line from

nge in abont 3 months and o half. We cousted along frora
Stewnrt's Ishusl up to Tuivon’s Hewd, at the mouth of the
Otgo Thwrbonr, The appearanee of 1the Country from the
sea is rather buren, but on pearing the share it vadergoes
a plessing change.  From the shore the land rises gradual-
Iy i Jong wooded hills covered with grass and wood to the
top. The Suddle Hill lovks splendid, and is very fine for graz-
ing euttle muol slmu‘y uponi. You know when you come near
the harbour frum the appearanee of the hili; it resembles
what it is unmed 50 very much,  In coming off the Moly-
neux we fired two guns from our yuarter-deek, thinking thet
some wlhaje bout might put off und pilot us, ns we were not alto-
Rether sure of the mouth of the huwbour, bt 65 tio one made
ity appearnuce we pussed on. In coming aguin towards the
shore we thought we were in the direet channel from the
aspect of ‘Inivon’s Head, but touk the precantion to fire
ol'mr two guus anid Iny to, when, 10 our great joy, two boats
cnme out, the one with Mr Kettle nnd a crew gf native
whalers, the other witls the Pilot aad a crew of white men,
but us we Lind gone too fur to the north we were not able to
get in, so dropt anchor outside the hends on a ‘\'m!nesdny in
Mureh, I ani not sure of the date.  On the following morn-
ing we hove anchor and sailed right up the harhour to Port
Chalmers. In pussing Musselburgh, native aame, Otakou,
where the native reserves are, the appearance of !he native
Pah reminded me very much of o dozen pig sties with a
few sticks round thew, more than anything else I can de-
seribe,  When we were outside, the natives cume along in
boats with quantities of fish, named Barnchouta, very much
resembling the salinon, and pitched them on deck to any
one, and in return our people gave them hisenils or nnyt.hmg
they thowght proper.  Ou going up the harbour the land is
rather high and densely wooded to the top.  Port Chalmers
is benutifully situnted for merenntils mei, but Dunedm‘ is
the key to the interior, and sylcn\h\lly si uated for 'fnmes
who intend to cury on agricaltwre, sheep fmmiug, and stock
renving.  Ships from six to eight }1\\114d§'e§1 tons can anchor
close to the shore; the “ John Wicklifle,” nearly seven hun-
dred tony, lny there,  The government steamer Inflexible

anchored opposite Musselburgh within the heads, and she is
from twelve to fourteen hundred tona.  Afier we had been
there a day er two, the doctor, a few others, gnq 1 went out
to shoot pigeons; wo met old Five, the Chief, un!l half's
dozen of hiy tribe, sitling round a fire dressed in European

clothes ; he made a bow, which we returned, and passed on.
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We got into the bush as they eull i¢, but bash means forest,
and canle upon two nutives sitting rouand u five, ronsting fish
and poiatocs. J 2 hungry we st down and joined
them, and in returmn peve then breal and cheese,  Alter we
lett thein, we jost ourselves.in the bush in reality, for we
coull not find onr way omt, so we nade up owr wminds to
sleep in the bush for one night, and fixed on n spot with
deep gully all vound, exeept on one side, kindled a the, und
set wateh to guard against any sudden atik, ns we thought,
but if we had known the mmives we need not have taken
that precaution.  We had no blunkets, so we lnrv down on
the damp grouml and slept soundly.  Next moming we got
on the surveyors track aud formd My W, ant Mr A
brother to Mc A., Gshunonger, Geurge Street, Elinbargh;
the Intter came from Wellington not lony ayo, and has got
u considerablo mumber of sheep aud enttle on the Suddle
hitls,  Mr W, also comes from Edinburgh. It was he
who snrveyed the rural sections on the Molynieuy, and he
gives a splendid deseription of tho land there nhout for ayris
eultural purposes and stock reuring.  The coal field is large
aml very fine. 1 have just packed s swall hox for the Mu-
gistrate to sead home, I belicve, in the * Fly,"” a brig of war
which hns Teft the harbour tor Akaron, nenx Port Cooper. Ishall

g land for the plongh; picsaws ; whit saws ; and eross-
cuts, and tiles for ditto, »aws being of no use without thewm ;
needles and thread; smnll blocks for buat munsis; real
navies hoots (as they are eatled) taced wp the frout, with
uails in them; stong kuit soeks; swong corduroy aud
moleskin trousers for the country, nothing better tor the
bash; Glengury bonuets best for the busbiy w good bread
bedt with buckle better thun braces for the Il blankets
are very dear, whut we can get in Britiu for 125 or 165, we
liere #0s to 4055 a good sized cnmp oven for buking bread,
which is buked the samne us in the Nocth of Eugland; eur-
bonate of suda is from 4s to Gs per b.; o good charn for
niking butter: stuble buekets for bringing witer; tin dishes
and connnon ecrovkery very dear,  Bring a great quantity of
shingle nails. aud all veher kinds. Shingie unils are sold from
1s 65d to 24 per . Gunpowder, shot, nud caps nseful, but
on these you have 30 per cent. to pay of duty at the port.
Heing a good pair of Skye tervies to keep down rats Paint
brashes and trowels; iron wedges and sledge bawmers for
splitting wood fur feners e wanted, A flour will would puy
in & year or two.  Sieep shears bring out. Red ocre, a
smull quantity for snwyers.  Fanning would pay very well,
Straw hats, the same as [ got frum Bornett, on the Suuth
Sl

now give you a description of the natives and their bers
They nre not so a5 AT8 Tepr I in the pampl
lets, viz.,, 40 or 30 from Dunedin to Stewurt's Island.  They
have no idea of Bghting, and are frightened at the sight ot' s
gun. 1 have never seen a weapen in their hands since I
cune.  ‘Lhey are all dressed in European clothing, and are
very anxious to yet work : their wages ave 2s 0d per diy to the
Compauy, and 8s to Settlers.  They were very handy in get-
ting up houses, &c., for the Emigrants when we first eame;
they know the value of maney well; they come into the
Store for food, and spenk good Euglixh considering, T know
that many parties in Britain ave trightened for the natives,
but that onght to be the lust thing they should bother their
heuds about, for I would rather go from Dunedin to Maoly-
neax than through the sireets of Edinburgh at night ; if you
believe me the white men are niore to be dreaded in New
Zealund, for their bad principles and trickery, than the
blacks. The land has not been made for the New Zen-
lander T think, bhut for the white ‘man, for the former is
fust disappearing from its surface. The elimate of the
country is certainly very fine, heyond all doubt, for Enropean
constitutions ; for my owa part, it I hd suffered the same
Erivnliuns in Britain, ns I have done in New Zealand, it inust
ave been my deuth, what with sleeping in the busli, and
wet nenrly up to the midle for six or eight howrs at a time,
and yet without the slightest injury to my health; let the
Inbour be what it may through the day, you get up next
morning quite invigornted; in fact 1 thought the voyuge
was a greatmenns of restoring my health.  To parties not
strong, the air here is pleasant, and there is something light
and eshilarating in u; it does not create that tickling
gensation in the throat you experience in Britain, which, I
think, is often the means of bringing on consumption and
other diseases. This 1s the winter season and we can sit
in the house with the dvor open.  In ihe morning I have
often gone out with nothing but trowsers und boots on, and
gun over my shouller, to get o shot at the ducks, Milch
cows and calves pre out winter and sumuner in the bush,
without any effuct on either; no surnips or any artificinl
menns to keep the cattle here; in winter no byres, the only
thing required is a stock yard to drive them into to milk.
Horses ave treated the same as the cows winter and summer.
Pigs thrive well from the great quantity of fern root they eat;
they are never put in styes, but nllowed to roaw aboul; we
very much want & good breed of Euglish pigs; they are quite
ensily brought out, and should have plenty of weter on board
ship. Any one coming out who can aifrd it ought to bring
a Clydesdale horse and Ayrshire bull and cow, nod get broad
eanvas belts wnde Lo sling them 1o when the ship vocks. An
improved breed of sheep will be of importaace, sny Leicester
and Cheviot for wool, and binck-faced for mutton, DBeef is
now selling at sixpence and sevenpence per b, I never
tasted any thing like it in Britain.  Plenty of grass seeds
must be brought, und he sure and exclude them from the
air. Cattings of lvuit trees ought to be brought. All should
be packed up in nir-tight cases to exclnde nir and damp, and
on landing, opensd immediately and pat into the earth.
Bring a great quantity of garden seods of all kinds, Tur-
nip aud cabbage grow to un immense size. The following
articles are of great seivice :—Good ‘strong spades; augers
from an juch to two inches across the mouth for fencing: axes,
there is no axe better mlapted for cutting New Zealand wood

Bridyge, Edinbargh, kers’ vosin and thregd.  Boots
that ean be bonght in Britain for 10s and 12s-are not to by
had here for less thun ifs and 2s. A pocket compass—
rape for boats' masts, wanted,  Tackets for navies' boots of
great wse,  Table salt, starch, blug, and sods, very deur.
Cubin biscuits sume as mine scll very well, (fine water bis-
citit.)  Ontineal iy in great demund.  Some goud pick axen
with broad aud shaep ends, for grubibing out fern und tlux roots,
handles not of much conusequusice.  Some steel peny, writ-
ing paper, and ink—common tn lamp for fitthiy into eun-
dlestick, lamp, and eandle wick, very useful.  Cowmon tea
aud table spoous, knives und forks, common tiu tea pots, and
hooks fin cutting corn would pay for a shost time. Cast
metul ten kettles woald puy.  Three or four prouged yrapes
very useful. Overhawls, for going ufter cattle, and agricultural
implements of all kinds, will be in dewnmd. Good grub.
biny hoes very sexviceable for cleaning purposes, a3 in many
cases we cannot afford & plough.  Briuy also lucifur matches,
round woolen boxes the best; door hinges, cheapest you
can get; and two or three cuses of lavge hended pipes, but
they muat be chesp, from a wholesale house.

In stating the above mentioned avticles, it is for the pur
pose of shewhny you what is veally wanted in the eolony, mul
supposing any one waes to bring them they would pay.
Captuin Cargiil bas appointed me storckeeper. 1 feel
thanktul that I left Britain, beenuse I see that, if & men
keeps stendy, and industrions, he will attain more in five
years, than he wonld in twenty, at home; partivs who have
no wish to induige immoderately in intoxicating liquors,
with the assistunee of Providence, conld not but get on. I
shall not say to any to come ont here as all depends
upon their own vonduct.  Ou board of ship, you have every
thing you require, but you may take sowme preserves and
picldes if eouvenient, too good pillows and a mnttress, as
the ship's ones are too thin, sheets and blankets, a tin wash-
band basin, o litle frying pan and goblet, cinnamon, arrow-
root and seg0, and a few enbin biscuit; mine were pui below
and only got at on wrrival, but I sold them for 7s per stone,
cost 33 8d'; also takie o tittde oatincal, you will find a relish
for it. Be sure and take enre with whowm you associate ; be
attentive and clean ; keep near you some books, as well ag
your brush and comb, knives, forks, and spvons; and pur-
clhase murine or salt-water nonp. If it is possible to send the
Seruphine, do so, eud I will pay the ﬁ'eig[)nt. Yhe vessel sails
to-mortow, so my time is short. The doyg is my constant
compnuion and very useful in the store. Remember me to
all purties kindly ut home, and living in the hopes of seeing
you with God's assistance,—1 am, &e.

EXTRACTS OF A LI SR FROM JMa. ROBERT
DONALDSON.

Saddle Hill Sheep Stalivn.
12k June 1848,
Havivg had a fow weeks experience of life in the lash,
as well ay life on & sheep farm in New Zealund, allow me
to give you the substunce of my thoughts of such a life, in
such a country as this; but first, I must, more purticularly,
deseribe the couutry to you thau I did to my mother, in
my last letter to her. I linve hud every oppurtimity of judg-

than the American bill-hook, it is of great service for clear-

iug of this country, and although it bns been mueh misve-

spahay

presented in some respeets, vet in others, it far excerals, hoth
in beanty and quadifications, everything thit lias heen said
. . .

of i, . b

‘Fhis brings me to what I wish to say abont the hest manu-
ner of living, aye, and of mnking a little money too in this
Tapd—it is by sheep fieming and eatthe grazing; these arg the
vwo things by which meney is 1o be vide i ix being made
ut present,  There we some bonitifind shecp rans in this
quarter.  Mr A- , my employer, Las some very goad
sheep wulks here, and there awe plenty in all divections, as
Taberi Phiin is swrounded by mowntins ow all ~ides, well
enlenluted for the pasturing of sheep sud etthe, Ay reason
for coming to this suion was to leuvi the systemn of shoep
furminyg in New Zealund. The eountry W is delighatul;
the weather is very plensant; althougle this is winter, jt is
like & day in June at home.  The weather, although some
tinws squally, is, on the whole, mild, and 1 must say niore
equable than our vwn varinble clbsate of Seotland. By
this time in Scotlufl the davs will be becoming warm and
fine, hut they cannot possibly be fuer theu they are here,
wlthough this is our winter,  Would yoit not say of & man at
home, who sleeps in the open air all night, nnd that a winter
night, poor wreteh! Well, many a one does it Lere, and with
ipunity too ; ue one xiters from cohts o intluenzos here,
undd need not prefer Lhonte on account of cliwate, In sheort,
this conntry has the finest climate in the whole world. I
i utlenmen settlery, some of whon have
visited wll the yuarters of the globe, I suppose. No mach
for climnte.  There is uosdonbt splendid Tind in this eoun-
wy; 1, for my part, never saw Jand like if. The strauge
thing is, that there is as gond land on thes very top of some
of the Lills, as in the level pluing fine rich monkl where
you would funcy only stones and rocks would be. Bt
sheep uud eattle farming nrve the. thines for this lund § for

mea alled vesterday at the station and stayed all night
they were proceeding to explore the fand in the direetion
of the Mobvneax River.
ird of every deseription wre plentiful; there ave preat
varieties,  There are. st Five or sis different sorts of
hawks, very numerous; 2ud, Touix, # bird like our blackbind,
bat with two tufts of white hair nnder its throat, like o mi-
nister's band, henee it is called the parson’s bird: Sed, Robin
edbirensts, just like owr Robins ut home, vuly jet bluck with
pure white breasts, shape and whisile alike; 4th, Ligeous,
sme as at home, hut lrger; 2di, Pavvots in great vaiety,
splendid eating ; 1 ent one 1o day; Gth, Wikl Ducks, ealled
“Parndise Dueks,” nearly as e as o Goose, splemdid ent-
ing; Tth, Quails in grcut abundunee, delicions eating.
could tell you of u grent many vorietivs, hat I don't knaw
their nmmes. We ure sirounded by monutuins round sud
round, abounding in wild boars and pigs. I have not heen
so furtunale, or perhaps unfortanate, ny to meet any yet, but
the ol shiepherd met one in the swiump about three wiles
off, which guve him chace, and he Ind o tun for it. He
proved to be an old foe known about this place fora great
many years: he has lost un ear, and is nearly us large ns o
good sized dunkey. They are very large nud fierce some of
the honvs.

DESPATCH FROM CAPTAIN CARGILT TO COLONEL
WAKEFIELD, THE PRINCIPAL AGENT OF THE
NEW ZEALAND COMPANY AT WELLINGTOXN,

Duauedin, Otago, 13th June 1818.

Smn—Referring to my despateh of 15th May, in which I
reported onr ewdwrnssments at this place owiny to con-
tinuous rains and their effeet upon the surfuce of our site,
together with the total Jack of wmiaterial, other than that of
grass und green poles for erenting shelter, and to which I
wight have added, the dificulty and expense to nll concerned
of haviog these materinls conveyed to the spot in sufficient
quantities. I further stated my genernl views under these
circamstances for giving effeet to the Company’s instructions
to provide shelter and work for vur Tabwaring people
during the winter, and autil further artivals from home, by
menns of what might be ealled Sn’mhw(ivv lahour, that is 10
say, of producing as far as possible a stock of muterints for
buildinyg rud fencing for present use, and the supply of those
who are going to follow ns.

1 have now the plensure to inform you that the weather
has since materiatly improved, that the nnmber of peaple em-
ployed by the land-owners present hns indreased; and it is
satisfactory to ho assured by the oldest recidents in the dis.
trict, a3 well as the surveyors, that no sneh weather as thag

which has impeded us hal ever before been experieneed by
thow.  We have now oceasional stvong breezes, with vain,

some yenrs, nothiug but these will succeed. A party of five

from the hordicenst und sordewest, but with a decided pre-
peadatiiee of Line wenther, the thermowetsr vunging fron
Sue to 00 and our litike eontmanity hns ineecasing e
pressions as o the capabilities of the plaee, whilst the cli-
ma ceuds Lhair expectntions, there being no siekness of
apy kind; vegetition is active and Beaithie, nud the whole
fuce of the eountry ns green as i enrly sumier at hoge.
Huvinyg suceeeded, by the ereviion of wiother grass-house,
in forming ~heltor for e renmining people, mostly women
and childeen, by the Phitip Laing, the whole were finelly
Tunded on the 1ot instes aud 1 otherefore fined the chojen of
Sulwudmn Alotinensts fur the i, in order that ne time
might be lost by thuse who should eceupy tem in prepaving
and getting in their seeds for the ensuing soson. A goaod
miany huve deterced their clives for furdier investigation ;
but sufficient hve been mude sor the end in view, and these
allotients will be hnmedintely veenpied.

The Schuoner Eugle avived within the beads on the 30th
ult,, her priveipal eurge being 30000 feet of sawn timber,
hut tou late for the supply of onr nors wrient wiantx, @uss
atd eliy houses having been alrendy got up, with much de-
Luy and at great cxpense ws pegards el shorg davtion. A
few thousaml feet have, however, been hought at 20s. per
humdved; but as we lave now five saws established on the
margins of the luwbour, we shall soon have an abundaust
stpply of our own at maldersie prices,  And I huve also
estublished an expericneed quuoryman, with one labourer,
to turn vut freestone on the bunk of the water, mut within
u mile und a quarter of our hoting-phice; whilst other
parties wre making brick aud tile w briny to ket on their
oWl nccount. -

I hwve therefore every confidence that my nest veport will
be of & more chieering mul agrecable chiracter thag ue one
time I could huve unticiputed, nntit the winter shall be over.
1 have the honour to he, Siy, yonr most obedieut servaur,

e e o e mbaen st

{Signed) W. Carcira, Resident Ayent.
LETTER FROM THE REV. JOIUN MDBERMID, TO
THLE SECRETARY OF THE ASSOCIATION, WITH

AN EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM HIS BROTH-
ER IN 0TAGO.
Dunfries, 1th November 1819,

My Dean Sin,

I have to apologise for being so loug in acknowledging
vour letter; certninly it was from vo reluctance to comply
with your request, for L hud o letter from wy brother about
the time that yours reached me, and I conbl not but feel,
while rending if, a deep theill of gratitude to the New Zea
Innd Compnny, for securing the carrying out uf their wise
anidk benevolent arvangements so admirably, as appears to
have been done, therchy making it evident, that nnder their
wuspices, emigrution, éven to the other side of the globe,
way take place in computability with o Iarge mensure of
comfort. dwring the passuge, and with compueatively little
difficulty or inconveuience to the emigrants after mviving
at their destination. It is certuinly for the bencfic of 1hou-
sauds of the commuuity in this couniry, as well as for the
honour of the New Zealand Compuny, that this should be
widely known,  Itloes not seem tos mnch to say that the
F]ml on which the Otago Colony has heen founded is no
anger an experiment, butone thut has been tried and found
successful.  The cireumstance of 0 msuy emigrants land-
ing on a distant, uneultivaied, and well vigh uninhabited
Isinnd, all at onee proceeding to useful lubour, the benefit of
which they themselves are lnegely to renp—for which, hesides,
they are more amply recoapensed than they would have
lwen at home~with a sufficient sapply of provisions par-
clinsable at 2 moderate price, and at the sametime enrrying
along with them all thozxe menns ne ry for eduention,
and the minterrupted observance of religions ordinances,
and thus making them feel, in relation to their highest en-
joyments, as if they had never left the shorea of thele nutive
fand,—is, 1 presume, without a paraliel in the history of eol-
onization.

The letter I recvived having heen written early, n few days
after landing, contaius little with whieh the pallic have not
already been made acquuinted through the excellent address
of Captain Curgill to (tllnc emigrants on their landing.  Itis
pleasing to e, however, to learn front & sourer so interest-
ing to myself, that there is not the slightest exnggeration or
colonring in it; indecd the lettar of my brother is to the
full, a4 animating and cheering as the wddress of Captnin
Cargitl. It seems, indeed, that some discantent existed
among the passengers diving the voynge; however, this arose

from a cause which will not excite much pity, which is fitted
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indeed to excite indignation at home, where so muny have
been subjected to the severest privation: it arose from the
super-abundunce of the provision made for their wants by
the Compuny; u number it uppears having heen dissatisfied,
very unrensointhly one woudd think, beenuse they werenot ul-
Jowed to stove up for the future, what they were not able ut
the time to use.” This of itself is proot thut every one hud
an ample supply; and it seems that the passengers got a
werk's provisions after lamling, which, I thiuk, was execed-
iogly genevous,

My brother thus writes in regard to what took place after
landing.

“The selection of the town Tands took place on the Friday
after our wyival, as nothing conld belone till this was done.
Thiey are beautitully lnid off as in o map, and after going over
the ground curefully, I selected in the part of the town aid ot
ay Moray Plave, and am now getting on with a grass honse
to pass the winter in. I was offered £1 per unnum of veut
for the quuter acre, but refused it, ns I believe it will be of
more use to me thun that.  After our selection had taken
place, one or two purties paid £40 for a town section of a
(uarter aere, 50 you see even now gronnd is getting valunble.
‘Fhe weather is certainly very mild; this is now the first day
of winter, and some of the days have been as fine ns our suni-
hut wgain, there are others wet and windy; in faet
¢ seemns to be ngoad supply of wind here; amd T believe
it is that, moong other things, thot makes it so heulthy, it
must keep the atinosphiere clear.  We have ten hours day-
light ut present. Neither the suburban nor ral lnads bave

et been selected,  Ad to the suborban, they may prolubly

¢ gelected in the course of this munth, but the rural may
not be for sometime, as it is impossible to travel over the
lands until we get more scttled.  Everything is yet in con-
fusion thowgh progre: g townrds ovder: bnt the forming
of n town like Dunedin is not to be the work of u duy, ocen-
pring ns it does about three syuare miles. None noed be i
want of something to do in such a place; nud as lahour is
well paid, and provisions moderate in the eirewnstas
none need be ill off: Inbonrers have Js., and eraftsmen !
per duy, Flour is selling in the store at 25 6d per stone,
ont-meal at 34, beef at Gd per Ih., ten at 1s 3 per 3, and
sngae 344 per 1b. - There huve been severnl hullocks killed
for us, and such fine beef we never snw, they certaindy coukl
not be vearwd on poor luud; in fact, the dund seents w he
very fertile, and after a few years of hard toil we may ealen-
Iate upon settling down in a quiet but comfortable indepen-
dence.

The natives seemn nn obliying, well-disposed sort of people.
We wonld be the better of more of them, They are employ,
ed by the Compuny at 28 Gl per duy. I intend to luwve a
few of them at my honse for afew duys, ns they are very
good at building grass houses, They ruise excellent pota-
toes, we get them for about 7d per stone; there is no pota-
toe disense here that I am unare of. They have boats, s
snil ubout the harbour, managiug them very skilltully, Mr
Chulmers and I came down in one of these boats from Dun-
edin the otlier night, mannged Ly five of them, und when we
went aground, as we did twice, in they went at once into the
water aud pushed her alung, chattering in their own luan-
guage at o great rate. .

But after all, the nbsence, and at snch a distance, from
friends, is certainly very severely felt by us when adoue:
we hope, however, that a good many will yet join us, but
more of this when we next write, which we intend to do
more particularly when the “Philip Laing " leaves, which
will not be for & month."—I am, &e. ’

LETTER FROM MR JOHN HUTCHISON, TO THE
SECRETARY OF THE ASSOCIATION.

Glasgow, 6th November 1848,

Sz, . -

Perhaps you may spare me a corner in Tnext
No. of the Otago Jowrnal, to suy a word or two on New
Zealund, with reference more particularly to “ Otago,” which
district, as well as the Scheme upon which it is to be colon-
ized, is &t present so fuvourably spoken of. After a resi-
dence of six years in New Zealand, the first three of which I
speat on the North Island, the other threa on the MMiddle
Island, during which time I cossted often about, and had
an opportunity of seeing & good part of both; from all
I saw then, as well as from what I gleaned from parties
on the spot, who had sn opportunity of examining districts
where I Lad not been, I am satisfed that the Middle Isladd,
whether as regards, extent, capabilities of localities, or eli-
mate, i3, to the, dyriculturist, the Shepherd, the Grazier, the

best of the group ; und that Otayw, extending South-wanl on
its sea-board. wud indand, to the Westward, fur exceeds in
sunge any district in New Zealmnl.  The erops of the

Miditle i, whether we tuke the “ grain® or the * green,”
HEe & ent and whandant ;) white the grasses are vich and

luxurinnt, viubling the dairynnm to produce Luster, hetter
than any I huve eaten in Ayrshire, '

As to the provision mnde in support of Religion and Edu-
cation by the Otagoe Associution, it is unly necessary to refer
to the sehewe, as published in your Journuls, to insure ut
once hearty commendation. .

Regurding the pussuge to New Zealand, the more espus
cinlly were § to eompure it 1o the St Luurence or United States’
one, T shonld say it is but a swnnmer wip, and T confisss niy-
self Joath, after huving experienced an Atlantic voyuge wid
seding the stuse of many of the Passengers' Ships, uguiu to
tufte n berth on hoard of vne of them ; und still more would I
vegret werve I enlled npon to endure the cold of 0 donyg Cau-
adian or Nowthern States winuter, whilg remewliwring that
there is such a place in the South Sens us New Zealand,

1l Lemselves from Juy to June, at ont-

3 cattle at all thaes find abandant pus-
turage, never requiting to be housed, and, when hnporied
from Austy . mprove Boappearnuce after running on
the New Zeakunl pustures, the sete stmount of land sup-
porting three and even four tinges the nmuaber of sheep it
the furmer docs, nnd the stockinun and sheplend being vo way
annoyed by the herds of nutive dogs, or uatives themiselyes,
s6 great pests to the Austvalion seutler.  The nutives on
the Middle Ishaud of New Zealand ave a mere fraction, aud
eveat these are engaged in the business of whaling.  In shout,
every advantage invites the emigrant thither—I remain,
Sir, respectiully yours, (Sigued) Jxo. Hercusos,

SHEEDR, DOGS, AND FORLST TREES.
Extraer From Mu Fox, Resipest S6iNT AT NELSON, TO

THE SECRETARY 0F NEW ZEananp CoMrasy, paTet NELSON,

Arnin 17, I8IR, .

I ey to suggest that it wonld be beneficinl if any member

of the Company, who sy have the opportunity, would select
nd send ot 4 few choiee, well-beoken nht‘ulb»(il 5 {ule and
femiade.)  The Scoteh collics would, I think, Le the most
vaidunble descripiion for this country, but peslings some of
the south country breed, sich as are wsed on the South
Duwis, could also be procared.  If uny :ettler coming out
worthd nwke it & miatter of speenlation on his private se-
count, he woull probubly find it answer his parpose, as
sool dogs ave extremely seavee, mul would meet with s ready
stle. At the tie when 1 Teft Enghbusd (usd o is probubly
the sane now ), considerable ol fons used to exist smong
the masters of the ships to bring ont dogs, 2wl I lowve known
instunces of very valuuble oues being lat behind, owing to
an exorbitunt clurge for their pussage, intendel probally to
prevent their being brought. No doubt, in a crowded ship,
there may be seme nunvyance attending such u mew N
but avrangements wmight probubly be made to cnnble inmi-
grants to briig ont any auimals of & deseription likely to be
useful in the colouy,
Enylish forest trees, notwithstanding the sbundance
of imligenons timber, might be very beneficinlly intro-
duced.  The vesture of New Zewund is not unifurm, as
you are uware, some districts of econsiderable extent
{umong which is the Walrau), having very little tim-
ber in thew, while others present nothing bat dense forest,
and in them artificial plantations will some duy be required.
‘Thie Jarch would no doubt thrive here perfectly, and would
be very useful in such localities. At present, I believe,
there is none iu the colony, I have never seen eitler ash,
elm, or horse chestuut. ‘There are a few ouks and Spanish
chestnuts, which do well. I have also sbout a dozen fir
trees (I think the Scotch) whick I buve reared from some
sceds sent wme by yourself, and which I believe you had from
Yronce. Al or iny of these would some duy prove usoful
acquisitions to the colony, as they possess qualitics different
from pny trees which we have here, and if they once find
their way into it, the interest which almost everybody takes
in rural occuputions, will soon cause them to spread.
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TERMS OF PURCHASE OF LAND AND PAS-

TURAGE IN THE SETTLEMENT OF OTAGO.

TERMS OF PCRCHASE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
The following Regulations are substituted for those
dated respectively the 14th of May and 24th of Novem-
ber 1847, and the 15th of April 1848,

I. The Association of Lay Members of the Free Church
of Scotland, as Reported by the General Assembly of
May 1845, with the addition of such other Members
as have been, or hereafier may be from tine to time ap-
pointed by the Association, tu be recognised as the party
to promote the Settlement now in progress,

9, Phe Lands to be sold under the following arrange-
ments to persons brought forward or approved by the
Association ; and the Association (including those per-
sons) to carry out the enterprise on their own principles,
and, so far as possible, in their owa name, looking only
to the Company for such assistance and acts of manage-
ment in the matter of Surveys, Emigration, and general
process of Founding and Maintaining the Settlement, as
may be requisite.

3. Amendments which experience may from time to
time show to be desirable, to be made by the Company
and the Association, concurrently, in those partsof the
following arrangements in which they are not already
provided for,

4. The Site of the Settlement to continue to be at
Otaco N THE MippLE Istaxp of NEW ZEaraxp, on the
land granted to the Company by a Deed under the Seal
of the Territory, bearing date the 13th day of April 1446,
and already decided on, surveyed, and laid out.

5. The Settlement to comprise one hundred and forty-
four thousand six hundred acres of land, divided into two
thousand four hundred Properties; and each Property
to consist of sixty acres and a quarter, divided into three

less. .

Allotments; namely, a Town Allotment of a quarter of
an acre, a Suburban Allotment of teu acres, and a Rural
Allotment of fifty acres, be tho measurements more or

“But each Class of Land to be sold separately, if so
desired by the Purchaser; and jn case of such separate

sale, the Ruril Aliotment to be reduced, if so desired,
to Twenty-five acres,
6. The 2,400 Properties, or 144,600 acres, to be ap-
propriated as follows, numely:—
2,000 Properties, or 120,500 acres, for sale to
private individuals;

100 Properties, or 6,025 acres, for the Estate
to be purchased by the Local Municipal
Government;

100 Properties, or 6,025 acres, for the Estate
to be purchased by the Trustees for Reli-
gious and Educational Uses; and

200 Propertics, or 12,050 acres, for the Estate
to be purchased by the New Zealand Com-
poay.

7. The Price of the Iand for sale in the United King-
dom to be fixed for the present at forty shillings an aere,
or £120:10s. a Property, if the I'roperty be purchased
entire as defiued in Paragraph 5. But if purchased se-
parately, the Price of each Class of Land to be as fol-
lows, viz. :~——Town Laud £12:10s. per Allotment of a
Quarter-Acre ; Suburban Land £30 per Allotment of
Ten acres; and Rural Land £530 per Allotment of
Tweunty-five acres.
The said Prices to be charged on the Estates of the
Municipal Government, of the Trustees for Religious and
Educational Uses, and of the New Zealand Company,
in the same manner as on the 2,000 Propertics intended
for sale to private individuals; and the purchase money,
amounting (at the rate of 40s. an acre,) to £2i9,200 to
be appropriated as follows, namely :—
Emigration and Supply of Labour (three
eighths, Ts. 6d. in £1., or 37} per cent.)
Civil Uses, to be administered by the Com-
pany, viz.:.—Surveys and other expenses
of founding and maintaining the Settle-
ment, Roads, Bridges, and other improve-
ments, including Steam if hereafter
deemed expedient and if the requisite
funds be found available ( tico eighths, 5s.
in £1., or 25 per cent. )

£108,450

72,300
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WELLINGTON MISCELLANEOUS.

Fvar SeTTLEMENT 0F NaTive CraiMs 1N Tar SorrE=xy Pao-
viNce.~—An extensive purchase of land hus just hern made by the
Government from Tairoa aad Tikau, and the mibes living in the South-
ern Island. The north boundary of this trace of land, s a line from
Kaiopeu on the east coust, acryuss the istund 1o the west coss1, farmiag the
southern boundacy of the land purchased by the Gusernmens aboet diteeq
moaths ago.  The southern bodndury extends from the Kuinika range of
mountaing. souch of thie Molynevx river on che2use couse, to Miford Haven
on the west const.  The preseut purchase extends over four degrees of
latitude, and includes ail that part of the Gland hetween these bounduries
not previously purchased by the Guvernmeat from che natives. and except
ing Buok’s Peninsula, which tves acknowledgs to have sold to the
French company. The uegnclation was couwducted on the part of the
Government by Mr. Kemp, the native secretary ol this province, and a
desd was drawn up by him in che native language, with amagof the island
attached, showing the extent sad boundaries of the purchased lands, to
which the narives have affixed their signatures. The price originully de-
manded by them of the Government was LOLINL, chey afterwards reduced
their demand to 3,004, but after some gegnciation they wiimately agreed
to accepe 2,000/, t0 be paid {u four inztalments of 5004 each. The firsg
instalmenc of the purchase mooney was paid immediately on signing the
deed, Tairoa receiving 4 moisty to subdivide amouyg the gadres iviag south,
and Tikau the ocher wolety foc the garives lsing nocth of Bank’s Penin.
sufa. [t was arranged that anotber inscalment of 3004 shonid be shortly
scnt fo them, and the two remaining instalments are to he paid at the in-
terval of a year cach. The natives will be seeured by che Goverament @
their presenc cultizarions, and such furthsr reserves, onaliheral scnle, will
he made for theic use, as shall be found co be necessary. The satives have
macied on the mao severni large lakes ia the interlor, whick appear to be
divided into three groups ; the first, or more northerly, cousists of four
lakes. the Takapo, Patake. Ohau, and. .Ahuriri, which discharge their

waters into the Waitake, a wide and rapid river falling into the sea 'cecwee;[(&

Bank's Peninsula and Otago. The next group consists of the Hawea, the
Wanaka, and Te Waipounamu or Wakatapu, which fulls into the Moly-
neux River; the wuters of the most southerly lake, Te Anaa, fall into
Jacob’s River. The Wanaka is described as beingas large as che lake at
Taupo. As the sectlers at Otago adsance into the intesior wich their
docks and herds, we may expect to receive much interesting information
respecting this part of the country. The natvesagree in stating thac there
are no aborigical inhabitants on the west coast of the Island. This par-
chase,-with those which have beea presiously made, extnguishes the nadve
ticle in the southemn island, except to thac portion of its exwemity lying
south of the southern boundary of the tract above described. This district
belongs to the tribes who lve at the southern extremity of ihe isizad, and
at Stewart's I5lund, with whom there was not time to communicate, bat
this is not a matter of much importance, as negociations can be entered
into with them at suy future opportunicy for the purchase of their claims<,
1o extinguishing the native title, this purchase removes aay farther diffi-
calty congected with native claims, and opens the southern island asa field-
for enlonizing operations, for which it is weil adapted from the few oatives -
inhahiting it, and Lhe Dumerous open districes which reader it peculjarly
f:ted for pastoral parsuits.— . Z. Spectator, June 21.
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E TARO, A JATIVE CHIiEF, VERSCS ANOTHRER MAORL.— lJince e
establishrueat of the Resident Magistrates court the natives have frequently
availed themselves of its powers, by referring their disputes, either among
theraselves or with Europeans, to the magiscrate for decision, aod the ge-
ceral working of the law; and. in cases between themselves, the active
part which they bear in its administrerion. by means of native assessors,
bas gziven them great satisfaction, and contributed to increase their cond-
dence in the Goverument. The cases already referred by them to this
court have been for deht or trespasses of cattle, &c., but ths case to which,
we refer is of another character. The plaintd, E Tuako. 2 zadvechief well
Luown to the inhabitants of this settlewent. appeaied to the law for com-
pensation for the injury he had sustained by the crimicsl coaversation of
the ‘efeodant with his favourite wire. Formerly, betore the passing of
this ordinance, the seducer was frequently murdered by the incensed aad
injured hushand, aod an instance occurtad fn rthis town. ot more than
four vears since, whers 2 Maori deliberately shoe in opea day the seducer
of his wife (anocher Muori), and then ded to the bush, and has remained
ever since, unmolested either by these of his own race or by the local
authorities.  This appeal of B Tuko to the magistrate foe medress, instead
of taking the law iaco his own hands, may therefore be reganizd as am
additional pruof of the increasing resgeet the natives bave for the iaw, aad
their desire to submit to its decisivas, There is acother fearure in the.
case which should aot be passed over. E Tako formeriy pruteséed Chris-
danity, and bad hut ooe wite. He hus since celapsed, and imiuigss in the
Maori custom of baving more thin one.  His recent mistorune 2a¥ serve
to coasince him that—

** Polygamy may weil be held in drend,

Not naly as a sio, but as a bore ;" L A
and as he piques himseif on his sugerive dvilizativa, baving Hund wo.
wives ton many for hiz philosaphy, he may be induced 10renousce te-har—
barous habit, und set an example to Ois councrymen in olier Mawrs than
his respect fur the law, by a more vorerlzte cuafurmaciun o the habiesand
s nrurters of the Pakehi. — f2id. June 9. The amounc of
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