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Ki nga Kaiwhakahaere 0 Te Taraipunara 0 Waitangi. tena koutou. 
tena koutou. katoa. 

Kua rongonuitia i te motu. a koutou mahi hohonu. taumaha, . 
whakaharahara. whakatikatika. i nga take e pa ana ki ngai-matau. 
nga morehu 0 ratau kua huri ki te Po. 

No reira. he mihi pono tenei ki a koutou. me te inoi ki te " 
hinengaro. kia tau te maramatanga. me te rangimarie ki runga i a 
koutou. a ki a tatau katoa. 

WE-
Te Aho Welsh of Tikitere. Kuia 

Amarama Te Kirikaramu 
Tuku Hohepa 

Ng~na Te Kirikaramu 
Ngawai Dulcie Hapeta 

Dr Ngahuia Te Awekotuku 
Montigue Rangiteaorere Curtis 

Constance Mary Ganderton 
Bonita Makarena Morehu 

James Te 'Kiri 
Pirihira J. Fenwick 

Rauawa Manahi 

CLAIM. under the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975. that we. and the 
Ngati RangiteaorereTribe of which we are members. aie 
prejudicially affected by the action of the Crown in granting to 
the Anglican Church our land at Te Ngae. commonly known as the 
Te Ngae Mission Farm. without ensuring its return to us when it 
ceased to be used as a Residential Mission Station. 

A. 

In particular we say as follows : 

1. That the Te Ngae Mission was established in about 1836 on 
Ngati Rangiteaorere Land. by Lake Rotorua. 
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2. That in the course of time certain of our elders and others 
then attending the Mission Station acceded to the transfer of 
.that Land to the Rev. Chapman for the purpose of maintaining 
that Mission Station. Some of our people had their kainga on 
the Land. 

3 . That irrespective of Whatever deed may have been executed. 
the Rangiteaorere understanding of the transaction was that 
the Church should be supported in its time of need and iri its 
mission to the Rangiteaorere people. for so long as a mission 
station was continued for the purpose of serving us. without 
prejudice to our occupation of the Land. and for so long as 
we wished to maintain the Mission. It is our tradition. that 
we had no understanding of the transaction. as an irrevocable 
sale or gift. in which the Mana of the Land would pass from 
us forever. The transaction was also completed by persons 
who were other than Ngati Rangiteaorere. 

4. That thereafter. the Church was granted Title to the Land by 
the Crown. upon terms of trust that did not provide for the 
return of that Land to us and maintenance of our occupational 
rights. That action of the Crown we say. was contrary to the 
principles of The Treaty. which undertook to protect us. from 
the alienation of our Lands and Kainga. without our clear 
consent and understanding of the transaction. as an 
irrevocable alienation. 

5. That subsequently. the Church did not maintain the 
association of Rangiteaorere with the Land. as it ought to 
have done. in accordance with our understanding of the 
transaction and in accordance with the customary Maori 
approach to Land trans~ctions. In particular. 

(a) The Mission Station ceased to exist but the Church did 
not return the Land to us. despite our several requests. 

(b) That without reference to us. the Church sold parts of. 
the Land and leased the rest. 

(c) That the Church has applied the Revenues from th~ Land 
for general Church purposes and has not applied 
Revenues. for the exclusive and specific benefit of 
Ngati Rangiteaorere. 

6. That today. Ngati Rangitea6rere has little Tribal Land 
remaining - in fact. only its Marae adjoining the Mission 
Farm on Lake Rotorua. Though rich in history. in material 
terms the Marae is one of the poorest in Rotorua. The 
adjoining homes are also poor bungalows and garages are used 
as homes. Most of our people have had to shift to Rotorua 
city. We wish to re-establish our tribe. 
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7. To our way of thinking. we supported the Church in its time 
of need. the Church has had our Land for a century without 
benefit to us. we have the need now and it is right - morally 
and in custom - that that part of the Land as remains. should 
now return to us. 

8. That the Crown should not have permitted our Tribe to be 
rendered virtually landless. and should have assured the 
ultimate benefit of the Te Ngae Mission Lands to Ngati 
Rangiteaorere. 

9. That although we were not signatories to the Treaty of 
Waitangi. we did that which in our view is far more important 
- we affirmed our loyalty to the Crown and the principles of 
the Treaty of Waitangi. by our actions in Peace and War. 

B. 

Therefore we ask. that the Crown cancel the Church's Title to the 
Land. and convey that Title. subject to existing encumbrances. to 
a Ngati Rangiteaorere Trust Board : 

1. To provide better housing for our families. 

2. To maintain our Marae and general Tribal purposes. 

3. To provide holiday accommodation for our families living away. 

4. To establish a Maatua-Whangai base. for our mokopuna (i.e. 
the street-kids of the cities throughout New Zealand). and to 
provide training modules best suited to their needs. 

We believe that these activities will develop. not only their 
practical skills but more importantly. their spiritual affinity to 
the land. further strengthen their cultural ties within the whanau 
and hapu. and develop self-esteem and respect in the knowledge 
that here. on their ancestral land. they can stand tall. 

C. 

Ngati Rangiteaorere is without any independent funds. (our people 
have current problems paying rates ori their land) and we ask : 

1. That a Research Officer be appointed to collate the necessary 
history and documentation of the Mission. to investigate the 
current Rangiteaorere landholdings and state of housing on 
our ancestral lands. to investigate the application of 
revenues by the Church and to report prior to any hearing. 

2. That P.B. Temm QC be appointed as our Counsel. 
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3. That because we cannot provide full hospitality for a full 
hearing, that the Tribunal open at our small Marae, 
Mataikotare, to hear our elders for the first day, then 
adjourn for subsequent hearings to the Maori Land Court, 
Rotorua. 

4. That the Tribunal give notice of this Application to the 
Crown Law Office and the Anglican Church, and request the 
Anglican Church not to proceed to any sale or subdivision of 
the land, or any lease for any term exceeding two years, 
pending the Tribunal's report. 

DATED at Mataikotare Marae this day of 198 

Signatures of Ngati Rangiteaorere Tribe 
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