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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL.:

1. This Memorandum of Counsel (“MoC”):

a. is filed on behalf of:
I Titewhai Harawira (Wai 1427);
ii. Mere Mangu (Wai 3011);
iii. Jane Ruka, Mary Taylor Rakete, Te Rungapu (ko)
Ruka and Te Miringa Huriwai, on behalf of the
Waitaha Executive Grandmother’s (Wai 1940);

V. Aorangi Kawiti (Wai 120);
V. Awhirangi Lawrence; and
Vi. Frances Goulton;

b. respectfully requests that either:

I Hearing Week (“HW”) One be postponed to the
24" to 26" of February 2021; or

ii. that a second HW be held in Northland on the 24"
to 16" of February 2021, or on some later date, to
allow those Ngapuhi wahine who cannot attend
HW One to give their evidence; and

C. is supported by the Affidavits of:

I Mrs Titewhai Harawira (“the Harawira
Affidavit”);

ii. Ms Mere Mangu; and

iii. Mr Wane Wharerau.

Tuapapa Hearing Week One

2. Claimant Counsel has previously expressed concern, on behalf of a number of

Claimants about the timetabling of Taiapapa HW One.!

! Memorandum of Counsel, dated 25 November 2020 (Wai 2700, Wai 2717, Wai 2855, Wai 2884 and
Wai 2917; #3.1.313).



3. Despite requests from a number of Claimants to move HW One to avoid it
coinciding with the week leading up to Waitangi Day (“Waitangi Week”), the
Tribunal denied the request to reschedule HW One to accommodate the raft of

events scheduled for Waitangi Week.

4. Counsel submits that, as outlined in the Harawira Affidavit, it is impossible
for Mrs Harawira and many other members of the Ngapuhi Wahine
Community to give oral evidence during HW One because they have to fulfil
their roles, responsibilities and duties as part of Waitangi Week.

Requirements of Waitangi Week

5. Mrs Harawira, and numerous other Ngapuhi Wahine have the following events

to participate in during Waitangi Week:

a. an unveiling at Ruapekapeka at 9 am on the 3rd of February
2021,
b. cultural responsibilities to escort the Prime Minister onto the

Treaty Grounds and to the Marae;
hosting and Powhiri for the New Zealand Judiciary;
d. hosting and Powhiri for Te Kingitanga o Waikato, and 300 of

their Kuia and Kaumatua;

e. hosting and Powhiri of the Prime Minister and political parties;

f. hosting and Powhiri for the Governor General of New Zealand;
and

g. hosting and Powhiri for the Diplomatic Corps;

extension of Te Ruapekapeka commemorations;
I. attending the Maori Constitutional Convention; and

J. attending the National Iwi Chairs Forum.

6. Ngapuhi wahine have very heavy cultural responsibilities to manaaki their

manuhiri, and to be involved in the political discourse about Te Tiriti.



Current Obstacles

7. Counsel submits that HW One as it currently stands faces a number of

significant obstacles:

Proposed Solutions

there are too many witnesses who wish to give evidence in

Northland:;

Claimant Counsel have been unable to come to a consensus

around timetabling and as a result, timetabling for individual

witnesses has been difficult;

due to the difficulties with timetabling, it has been impossible

for Claimants to organise travel and accommodation, of which

there is now none; and

as outlined above, the timing of HW One coincides with
Waitangi Week.

8. To that end, Counsel submits:

b.

it would not be appropriate to ask Ngapuhi wahine to give

evidence in a location other than Northland; and so

either:

the current scheduling of HW One for the 3™ to the
5t of February could be abandoned, and HW One
could instead be set down for the 24" to the 26" of
February in Northland. This option would
obviously entail a further HW to be scheduled for
Ngaruawahia; or

the current scheduling of HW One for the 3 to the
5t of February remains. HW Two, scheduled from
the 24" to 26" of February, could then be held in
Northland, for those Ngapuhi wahine witnesses

not able to speak at HW One. Again, this option



would entail a further HW to be scheduled for
Ngaruawahia; or

hi. the current scheduling of HW One in Kerikeri for
the 3™ to 5" of February 2021 remains, and HW
Two, for the 24" to 26" of February 2021 in
Ngaruawahia, also remains. A new, third HW
could be scheduled for Northland. This would be
a new HW. The Lower North Island/South Island
HW would still remain, and would then be HW

Four.

9. Option (iii), above, is supported by the Claimants represented by Ranfurly
Chambers.

Dated: 13 January 2021

Janet Mason

Counsel Acting





