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High-level findings on the number of basic amenities and the access to these amenities for 
people with Māori ethnicity in occupied private dwellings 
This summary provides an overview of the basic housing quality amenities that people with 
Māori ethnicity are living with, as reported in the 2018 Census. Note that the data are about 
people rather than households, and there can be multiple ethnicities within a household.  The 
statistics are derived from publicly available Stats NZ data from the 2018 Census results. The 
data provides information by:  
 Tenure of household 
 Territorial Authority 
 
Caveats and limitations 
Data quality for people with Māori ethnicity in Census 2018: 
The individual form response rate for people with Māori ethnicity in the 2018 Census was 
much lower than in previous Censuses. Stats NZ have used administrative data1 to fill in gaps 
in the census collection. This means that the final data set for the 2018 Census includes people 
enumerated in the traditional way (i.e. from individual and dwelling census forms) and from 
administrative data. 
 
Number of amenities and access as measures of Housing Quality: 
Housing quality refers to the adequacy of the structure (internal and external) and internal 
environment of a dwelling.  Good quality housing is housing that is suitable for habitation. It 
provides sufficient shelter and protection from the outside environment, a healthy indoor 
environment (warm, safe, mould free, and dry), and contains the amenities needed for 
everyday living.2   
 
The question of access to amenities is a new question for Census 2018, collecting information 
about whether certain basic amenities are available inside the dwelling.  Amenities are 
services and structures such as electric lighting, drinkable water, bath or shower, toilet, and 
kitchen/cooking facilities.  Within the 2018 Census, access to basic amenities is a flat 
classification with the following categories: 

 None of these 
 Cooking facilities 
 Tap water that is safe to drink 
 Kitchen sink 
 Refrigerator 
 Bath or shower 
 Toilet 
 Electricity supply 

In order to be counted, each amenity needs to be in working order. If more than one of a 
particular amenity is present in a dwelling (eg a toilet) then at least one needs to be in working 

 
1  ‘Administrative data’ is data collected in the general business of government, such as birth 

registrations, marriage family assistance and benefits data, visa applications, tax information etc). 
2  The Crown’s Census Update #2 filed with the Tribunal provides a separate summary report on mould 

and damp in homes with people of Māori ethnicity. 
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order.  The amenities must not include; anything that is disconnected or broken.  It must be 
available in the dwelling. 

Territorial Authority comparisons: 
Due to the small population size of the Chatham Islands this territorial authority has been 
removed from any statistical comparisons. 
 
Tenure of household comparisons: 
Tenure of households describes whether a household;  

 owned the dwelling they lived in fully or partly, or held it in a family trust;3 
 did not own it. 

 

 
 
Number of basic amenities available for people of Māori ethnicity in occupied private 
dwellings, 2018 Census: 

Number of basic amenities available for people of Māori ethnicity in occupied 
private dwellings, 2018 Census  

  No. of 
People 

Percentage 
of People 

  No basic amenities available 1,971 < 1% 

  One amenity 1,113 < 1% 

Two Amenities 582 < 1% 

Three Amenities 720 < 1% 

Four Amenities 1,941 < 1% 

Five Amenities 8,010 > 1% 

Six Amenities 44,607 8% 

Seven Amenities 532,086 90% 

 
 One thousand nine hundred and seventy-one people (1,971) with Māori ethnicity in occupied 

private dwellings are living with no basic amenities available. 
 A further 4,356 people with Māori ethnicity in occupied private dwellings have between one 

and four basic amenities available in their dwellings. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
3  A family trust provides legal protection of the assets of a person and/or family and holds them for the 

future. The assets are put into the control of nominated trustees, who may or may not be family 
members. The trustees' aim is to preserve the assets in the interests of nominated beneficiaries who 
may be living, and/or future family members. 
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Number of basic amenities available for people of Māori ethnicity in occupied private 
dwellings by Territorial Authority: 

Top 10 Territorial Authorities by percentage of households with 5, 6 and 7 amenities 
available for people of Māori ethnicity in occupied private dwellings, 2018 Census 

5 Amenities Only 7 Amenities 

  Buller District 3.2%   Selwyn District 96% 

  Stratford District 2.7%   Queenstown-Lakes District 95% 

  Otorohanga District 2.3%   Wellington City 95% 

  Waitomo District 2.2%   Kawerau District 94% 

  Clutha District 2.2%   Grey District 94% 

  Hastings District 2.2%   Mackenzie District 93% 

  Waitaki District 2.0%   Waimakariri District 93% 

  Ruapehu District 1.8%   Dunedin City 93% 

  Taupo District 1.8%   Porirua City 93% 

  Matamata-Piako District 1.8%   Tasman District 93% 

 

 The Territorial Authorities with higher proportions of people with Māori ethnicity living in 
dwellings that had only five amenities were more rural districts. 

 Seven of the ten Territorial Authorities with the highest proportion of Māori households 
with all seven amenities were in Te Waipounamu - the South Island. 

 

 

Access to basic amenities (total responses) by tenure of household, for households in 
occupied private dwellings, 2018 Census: 

The following data for access to amenities is based on the total New Zealand population. 
 

Top 10 Territorial Authorities (TAs) by lowest percentage of households with 
access to tap water that it is safe to drink  

Dwelling owned or partly owned 
Dwelling not owned and not held in a 

family trust 

Buller District 89% Buller District 84% 

Hurunui District 93% Ruapehu District 87% 

Ruapehu District 93% Hastings District 88% 

Hastings District 94% Horowhenua District 90% 

Horowhenua District 95% Hurunui District 91% 

Tararua District 95% Rangitikei District 91% 

Waimate District 95% Napier City 91% 

Kaikoura District 95% Waikato District 92% 

Far North District 95% Tararua District 92% 

Rangitikei District 96% Far North District 92% 

 
 Across six of the seven basic amenities considered, there is a noticeable difference in access 

between tenures, with owner-occupied dwellings being higher than dwellings not owned and 
not in a family trust. 
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 Access to tap water that is safe to drink is a key amenity4, levels of access are typically likely 
to be lower in more rural districts.  There is no distinction as to how the water is supplied – 
whether it is through pipes or via storage tanks, however it should be safe to drink from the 
tap. 

 Eight of the territorial authorities with the lowest proportions of access to drinkable tap water 
are also among the lowest regardless of whether the household dwelling is owner-occupied 
or not. 

 

Percentage of households with access to an electricity supply 

Dwelling owned or partly owned Dwelling not owned and not held in a 
family trust 

Opotiki District 98% Porirua City 96% 

Far North District 98% Waitomo District 96% 

Buller District 98% Otorohanga District 96% 

Mackenzie District 98% Auckland 96% 

Westland District 98% Lower Hutt City 96% 

Kaikoura District 98% Hastings District 97% 

Wairoa District 98% Rotorua District 97% 

Kaipara District 99% Far North District 97% 

Waitomo District 99% Ashburton District 97% 

Southland District 99% Rangitikei District 97% 

 
 Access to an electricity supply is lower for dwellings not owned. 

 
4  https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/drinking-water  
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