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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. My name is Rosaria Hotere. I am a named claimant for this claim. 

I provide this evidence for my whanau and hapū on behalf of Wai 

2715.   

2. The purpose of this brief of evidence is to share my experiences 

with homelessness and provide my concerns over the approach the 

Crown has taken to Maori who are experiencing homelessness.  

My experience with homelessness 

3. My evidence comes from the perspective of someone who has lived 

through homelessness, from living on the street, to couch surfing with 

friends and whanau to living in accommodation that is below minimum 

standards. 

4. Over my lifetime I have found myself in situations where I had to 

turn to living on the street. I’ve had relationship breakdowns, episodes 

of domestic violence and financial issues that have left me desperate 

with nowhere else to go. 

5. I have lived under the Auckland harbour bridge sleeping in my van. 

I’d go to the Auckland City Mission to get a warm kai. I had nowhere 

to clean my clothes. I’d go to the swimming pools to use the shower. 

But to be honest my appearance was not good so I didn’t want to 

go out and be seen. I’d go to the salvation army for food parcels 

– I still go there today. I ran out of food all the time. 

6. At the time, I felt like I was fighting for my survival. My mental 

health suffered tremendously. I felt like a worthless failure. To me I 

would describe it as being dead. It was like a physical, spiritual and 
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mental death. We’d do anything to dull the reality. There were no 

tears, that wouldn’t help. We had to harden ourselves and kill our 

previous selves to survive. 

7. I’ve seen a mother with a baby sleeping on the streets. I was so 

shocked that they were there, I thought they’d be first in line to be 

looked after by our government, but not even them. When I spoke 

to the mother she was just as desperate as I was and feeling just 

as vulnerable and unsafe in our situation. She, like I, had very little 

possessions, all lost or stolen. 

8. Many of the homeless I spoke with were uneducated - the education 

system had failed them. Many of the homeless are Maori. I hardly 

saw any pakeha and didn’t see any foreigners. 

9. I stayed in a boarding house in Whangarei for a while. It was 

disgusting. The people there smashed the walls. I also stayed in a 

boarding house in Mt Albert. Sexual assault against homeless was 

normal. My son and I had no choice but to leave because nobody 

would listen to my complaints. It was safer for me to live in my van 

under the harbour bridge. 

10. I had to put my son in a psychiatric ward because I couldn’t look 

after him on the streets. 

11. My whanau weren’t able to help much. We would stay with a few 

but that was more trouble for us. Each one was a nightmare in 

different ways. Most times we’d end up running away. 

12. No one wanted to rent me a house. I was offered a house in 

Whangarei but it was not appropriate for my son to live in with his 
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disability. Eventually I was offered a house in Otara. No one wanted 

a house in Otara but I snapped it up so grateful for anything. 

13. Today I see what other homeless are going through. I shouldn’t do 

this, but I sometimes take some home with me so they can get 

clean, have a feed and sleep safely. I have housed hundreds since 

I was given a house. 

14. It is a stressful situation having homeless live with me. We all have 

additional issues that come with homelessness, even me - even 

though I have been in a home for 8 years. The children get bullied 

at school, most suffer alcoholism, drug addiction, mental health issues, 

effects from domestic violence and sexual abuse. Sometimes they only 

stay for a few days then move on. 

15. From my negative experience I have tried to pull something positive 

out of it. I’m a kuia and my whanau have allowed me to take on 

the role of advisor to my nephews and nieces that find themselves 

in challenging situations. I know what it’s like and they know they 

can come to me without any judgement. That’s what’s most important 

to me, the success of our mokopuna. 

Lack of housing options back home 

16. Often we would travel home to the Hokianga and Waimate Kaikohe 

area for hui or to visit whanau but there isn’t any accommodation 

for us to stay. There is some land up there that my whanau connect 

to but it is so caught up with politics that we’re unable to use it. 

There are thousands of owners now, our relative interest in the land 

is tiny. It’s so difficult to have a home base there.  
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17. I’ve taken my children back home to our whenua. When they’re there 

they change. It’s beautiful. They are in a place where they belong, 

they know who they are and they feel the wairua of their tupuna. 

They listen to the korero and learn from the kaumatua. It is my great 

desire to return to live back on our whenua and have a place where 

my children can come and feel that peace continually. 

18. I’ve bought two caravans and a bus to put on our land for my 

whanau. I have been told that I can’t even put them on land 

temporarily. I’ve been told to move on. It’s heart breaking. 

Crown failure 

19. I feel strongly that the Crown has failed Maori in providing adequate 

assistance in housing, especially since it was the Crown that played 

a massive role in leaving Maori in the situation we’re in today. 

20. The Crown has left us landless. We no longer have a whanau 

papakainga back home, we are left without a home base. They are 

not protecting our Maori indigenous rights or our human rights. 

21. Many of our people have had to move to the cities to get employment, 

education for their children and proper health care. Those things 

weren’t available back home, and if they were they were inadequate. 

This urban migration is a direct consequence of Crown actions. 

22. At a minimum, the Crown should prioritise the housing of Maori. It 

was discouraging for me when I saw tauiwi given prioritised housing 

over myself or my whanau. These days private rental properties are 

beyond the reach of what we can afford, owning our own home is 

not even a dream for us – it’s a fantasy that won’t come true. 
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23. I would like to see legislation prioritising Maori housing and appropriate 

wrap around services to support us to succeed. 

DATED this 18th day of February 2021 

     
_________________________ 

Rosaria Hotere 




