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I, KM, Company Director, of Christchurch, state that:

1. I, KM, present this Brief of Evidence (“BoE”) in furtherance of my
interested party application in the Wai 2750 Housing Policy and
Services Kaupapa Inquiry.

2. | was born on the 17" of July 1985, and | am 35 years old. | live in
Christchurch with my whanau. 1 whakapapa to ||| GGG

3. I have suffered from homelessness throughout my whole life due to the
implementation of the Crown’s policies and procedures. This has led me
to engage in this Inquiry and to help support others who are currently

struggling with homelessness.
Background

4. As a young person, | was uplifted at the age of 8 and placed in State
Care. | was cut off from my whanau, hapt and iwi, and any sense of

belonging.

5. While in |l a residential youth home, and in the State’s supposed
“care”, | fell pregnant. At the age of 17, | was then tossed out while

pregnant, and given no support.

6. At that time, | had nowhere to go and no whanau support. | was taken in
by distant whanau members for a short time, but after this | became

homeless.

7. During this period, | was not provided any support from the State for the
harm that | had suffered while in their care, nor any support for my
unborn pépi. My pépi was uplifted not long after | gave birth to her. At

the time, the State claimed they needed to intervene because | had been
1



in State Care myself. State Care was not something that | wanted for my

daughter, it was forced upon me.

Being in State Care and then losing my daughter led to me becoming
homeless and ending up in prison. My life went downhill after that, and |

ended up back in prison on several occasions.

Housing has been a big issue in my life and on numerous occasions |
have been unable to get suitable or affordable housing. | have
experienced prejudice and overcrowding in the housing system. My past

criminal record has meant | have often been declined for rental housing.

10.

11.

12.

Currently, | have my own business called [ GG

B ¢ is o not-for-profit organisation that supports and
advocates for those in Christchurch who are suffering in the housing

crisis. We are qualified to help support those with mental health and who

need peer support.

We deal with several different clients from a variety of backgrounds.
They include the homeless, those who have just been released from
prison, and families who have no suitable housing. Their ages range
from children to adults. While the majority of our clients are of Maori

background, we also deal with Pakeha clients.

Since the Christchurch earthquakes, Christchurch has suffered a severe
housing crisis. Many houses were destroyed, and land once set aside for
housing has become unusable land. Many people became homeless and
suffered ongoing effects, including mental health and financial



13.

14.

15.

16.

problems. Domestic violence also increased, as did crime in the

suburbs.!

Many people became homeless when their houses became condemned,
while other houses suffered substantial weather damage. This figure
increased as more houses were assessed.? In March 2011, it was
announced that roughly 10,000 houses would need to be demolished.

Suburbs in Christchurch also became unlivable due to liquefaction.®

The Christchurch earthquakes led to a rebuild of houses and new
suburbs becoming established. They also affected many people in
different ways. Today, housing and homelessness is still a massive issue
in Christchurch.

The current Government’s policies and practices are inadequate in
meeting the needs of Maori and those suffering from homelessness.
These policies are a breach of te Tiriti because they do not provide
appropriate housing for Maori. They breach Tino Rangatiratanga which

Is guaranteed to us under Article Two of te Tiriti and the Treaty.

In my current role, | have 18 clients on my books. | advocate for those
clients who are in overcrowded housing, have just been released from
prison, and are living on the streets. We help with finding our clients
suitable housing, and support them through their journey. Many of our
clients have been dumped by government agencies who are paid to

support them in finding suitable housing.

! Social effects of the Canterbury earthquakes (New Zealand Parliament October 2014),
www.parliament.nz/en/pb/research-papers/document/00PlibC51211/social-effects-of-the-
canterbury-earthquakes

2 New Zealand: Hundreds left homeless after Christchurch earthquake (World Socialist Web
Site September 2010), www.wsws.org/en/articles/2010/09/nzeq-s06.html

3 Thousands of earthquake damaged Christchurch homes face demolition (Stuff March 2011),
www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-earthquake/4740358/Thousands-of-earthquake-damaged-
Christchurch-homes-face-demolition
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Most of our clients currently reside in Christchurch Village (“CV”), a
Resicare Charitable Trust operated village which is meant to provide
modern, low-cost accommodation to its residents. These properties are
privately owned and managed by a Pakeha. The reality is that this
building is run down, and plagued with violence, drug abuse, and mental
health issues. It is not suitable for most of our clients, especially those

with children.

Work and Income (“WINZ”) will often refuse to put our clients in
emergency accommodation so instead they are placed in CV, an
unsuitable environment. Essentially, CV is a “money-making cow”. It
does not support families, or those struggling with drug or mental health
issues. WINZ does not care about how their beneficiaries are treated or
the atmosphere that they are placed in. They solely care about the most

efficient way to cut costs while, supposedly, meeting their obligations.

Many of our clients have been threatened or exposed to traumatic events
around other residents while staying in CV. This is not the kind of place
that families with young children should be staying, however they are
forced into it by WINZ.

The idea is that WINZ will put up the bond and pay for the
accommodation out of our client’s benefits. This in turn saves the
Government money as they do not then have to pay for emergency
housing. Single people will rarely be placed in emergency housing
because accommodation at CV is available. WINZ do not, however, care
whether this is suitable or will met the needs of the client. CV is not a
good place for those who have just been released from prison or who are
suffering in drug abuse, as they are being placed back into an
environment with violence, and where drug use is common. This results

in a vicious cycle.
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23.

24,

Essex Housing Lodge (“EHL”) is another urgent housing facility in
Christchurch, in which residents are exposed to the same situations as at
CV. EHL is owned by the same people that own CV. Many of these
residents have been recently released from prison and are placed back
into unsuitable housing, leading to the cycle of crime continuing. The

majority of these residents are Maori.

Neither CV nor EHL are run by Maori providers. They are not run
consistently with our Tikanga, and they do not provide for a Maori-
centered approach. The residents are however stuck in this
accommodation because there are no other viable options. WINZ

somehow views this housing as appropriate and suitable.

Recently, | have managed to support one of my clients in being placed in
emergency housing following constant threats and violence at CV.
However, CV has refused to give him back his bond, leaving him out of
pocket. We recently found out that his bond was not even lodged with
the Tenancy Services. This constitutes a breach of the landlord’s
obligations under sections 19 — 21 of the Residential Tenancies Act
1986. A landlord must lodge a bond within 23 working days of receiving
it, or the Tenancy Tribunal can order them to pay a fine of $1,000. This
however, does not help our client to get his money back. This is a very
stressful situation for our clients, who often are suffering in domestic

violence or mental health issues. ¢

Currently five of my clients have claims with the Tenancy Tribunal due
to their bonds not being lodged by CV. This has caused them distress
and ongoing trauma. CV has never lodged any bonds full stop. This
shows the mentality of the organisation and leaves residents out of

pocket.

4 Residential Tenancies Act 1986 sections 18 — 21.



25.  Another example is a client of mine who has just been released from
prison. After he was released, he was placed on home detention. Neither
CV nor EHL would allow this to take place at their sites. This left my

client with no suitable housing options available.

26. | ended up taking my client into my house because he had nowhere else
to go. The reality is that prisoners are being released back into society
with no suitable housing or support, and they end up falling back into

their old ways, having no other options available.

27.  Given that 50 per cent of the prison population is Maori, Maori are
disproportionally affected when it comes to housing. What is more
shocking is that Maori only make up 16 per cent of the New Zealand
population in total. This shows how Maori are disproportionally affected
in our housing system.®> This also links to the poverty within Maori
society which has resulted from years of colonisation and the imposition
of Crown policies and procedures.

Displacement of Maori

28.  History shows that poverty within Maori society can be linked to the
displacement of many Maori during the New Zealand Land Wars (“the
Land Wars”) that took place in the 1860s.

29.  Historian Vincent O’Malley, has done extensive research into the Land
Wars. He states:

There is no doubt that the invasion of the Waikato impoverished
vast numbers of Waikato Maori. Over 1.2 million acres of land
was confiscated so huge numbers of Maori are rendered landless
overnight, and that carries on for many generations.®

5 Mdori imprisonment statistics: not just age (StatsChat April 2016),
www.statschat.org.nz/2016/04/28/maori-imprisonment-statistics-not-just-age/

& Maori prison rates at record levels (Newshub 9 February), www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-
zealand/2016/10/maori-prison-rates-at-record-levels.html


https://www.statschat.org.nz/2016/04/28/maori-imprisonment-statistics-not-just-age/
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2016/10/maori-prison-rates-at-record-levels.html

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

During the Land Wars, the Crown implemented legislation allowing for
the forcible taking of land that belonged to Maori. Prior to this, in 1840,

Maori owned at least 95 per cent of the land in Aotearoa.

The Land Wars led to violence amongst Maori and to us being targeted
as a violent race. This stereotype has been constructed throughout
colonisation. Prior to the Land Wars, Maori were a thriving and

economically stable group of peoples.

Throughout the Land Wars, many Maori became displaced, leading to an
increase of poverty and crime rates within Maori society. This has led to
Maori being incarcerated and disproportionately affected when it comes
to finding suitable housing. Housing issues are a flow on effect that will
continue to manifest until the Crown deals with the injustices that it has

caused.

Many Maori today are unable to afford suitable housing. Rentals and
housing prices are out of reach for many whanau. This has led to

homelessness and overcrowding for many whanau.

If Maori land had not been taken, then today that land could be used for
suitable, and affordable housing. My iwi, | . suffered
significant land losses through colonisation. Consequently, land that
could have been used for Maori housing has been lost, as a direct result

of the Crown’s actions and policies.



35.  As Crown policies stand, they are unsuitable for the needs of many,
including Maori. These policies have led to high prison populations,
wide ranging homelessness, overcrowding, and widespread poverty in

Maori communities.

Dated: 19 February 2021

KM





