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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

INTRODUCTION 

1. My name is Malcolm James Kingi. I was born in 1961 and am 59 years old. 

I live in Greenmeadows, in Napier with my partner, Mere, who I met in 1980, 

and our daughter, Marie. It is through my mother, Arapera Annabelle Huata, 

and my grandfather Ngari Huka that I whakapapa to Tahupotiki the 

eponymous ancestor of Ngai Tahu 6 Mohaka Waikare. I am Maori. 

2. I bring this claim before the Waitangi Tribunal on behalf of myself, my 

whanau and Ngai Tahu 6 Mohaka Waikare. 

3. Ngai Tahu 6 Mohaka Waikare tangata have been and continue to be 

prejudicially affected by numerous Crown policies, practices, acts and 

omissions in relation to homelessness and housing services. 

4. In order to provide context, I wish to state that te tangata o Ngai Tahu 6 

Mohaka Waikare have been prejudicially affected by the Crown actions in 

respect of our turangawaewae at Mohaka-Waikare, and as a result our 

people now struggle as a result of poverty, homelessness and urgent 

housing needs. 

MY STORY 

5. Growing up, I lived with my parents. My parents were kind people and would 

not let anyone sleep on the street. So, our door was always open, and it was 

always overcrowded. Around 1998, when I was 37 years old, I decided to 

call Housing Corporation ("HC"), now known as Housing New Zealand 

("HNZ"), and go through the process to get a state housing unit for Mere and 

I. 

6. The process I went through was similar to the process that HNZ has today. 

I had to call HC up and explain my living situation. After this, they arranged 

a meeting in person to talk about options and all my needs. Once this 
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happened, a housing option was given to me and I accepted - so I had to 

pay Work and Income New Zealand ("WINZ") a bond, and I moved to a state 

housing unit in Maraenui. It was easier back then though. There were state 

housing options available and there were not as many people on the social 

housing register. So, unlike my younger family members who are struggling 

today, I did not have to go throug~ a long and tedious process, or wait on a 

list, to get into a state house. 

7. So, Mere and I lived in this state housing unit in Maraenui for five to six years. 

Around 1998, HC approached my wife and I and said that this unit was going 

to be converted into a halfway house for troubled and under-privileged 

children who needed housing. This was an initiative started by a Maori group 

in conjunction with HC. 

8. This is when HC moved Mere and I to a social housing unit in 

Greenmeadows, Napier. We have lived in our current home now for about 

23 or 24 years. 

9. Unfortunately, I later found out that a couple years after we moved to 

Greenmeadows, funding for the initiative significantly decreased and the 

Maraenui unit was sold to Mongrel Mob members. The unit is currently a 

Mongrel Mob pad. 

10. There were other HNZ social housing units in Maraenui. Around the same 

time, in 1998, all the HNZ two-story units were pulled down - the reason 

being, that the housing were methamphetamine infected. We later found out 

that this reasoning was a lie and that the real reason was to get the low 

income people out of their rental homes. Anyway, the people who were 

moved out of these HNZ units were gang-affiliated (Mongrel Mob) and were 

moved to Tamatea which was another gang affiliated area (Black Power). 

Due to the presence of two gangs, there were several incidents of gang 

members being show at or stabbed in both Maraenui and Tamatea. These 

gang fights also spilled over into the main street of Taradale. These incidents 

were published in the Hawkes Bay Times, our local paper, stating that there 

were an increase in gang incidents since the pulling down of those HNZ units 

in Maraenui. I would also like to note that the land where these two-story 

units used to stand are empty to this day. 
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NGAI TAHU 6 MOHAKA WAIKARE: OTHER MEMBERS 

11. Members of Ngai Tahu 6 M6haka Waikare have and continue to experience 

homelessness as a result of Crown policies and actions. 

12. Wayne, my elder brother, lives in a two-bedroom unit that was provided by 

HNZ in 2018. Until last November, there were a total of five people living in 

this unit - Wayne, Mervin (his son), Mervin's partner, Desiree (his daughter) 

and Desiree's son. I was told that it was very crowded. Now, only Wayne 

and Desiree live there but Wayne's son, Hawi, is due to be released from 

prison in the next few months and will move into Wayne's unit. 

13. It makes me sad that Wayne has to live like this because he is not very 

healthy. He has had a hard life growing up and got involved with drugs, 

alcohol, and gangs. Due to this, ii is exhausting for him to live in an 

overcrowded space. He does not care though; he loves his children and 

would do anything for them. 

14. Just over two months ago, Mervin and his partner moved to a motel in the 

Hawkes Bay. This is deemed to provided to them as transitional housing. At 

the time, Mervin's partner was heavily pregnant but has now given birth. 

They applied for social housing in May 2020, almost a year ago, and are on 

the social housing register, but they are still wailing. 

15. My other nephew, Hata, is Wayne's other son. He was evicted from his 

private rental accommodation without notice. He has since applied for 

emergency and transitional housing, but nothing is available. He and his 

partner, who is also pregnant, have applied for social housing and are 

currently on the register. He has been unable to find accommodation since 

he was evicted. Hata wanted to live with his father, but as I have mentioned, 

his father already had 4-5 people living in his two bedroom unit. So, Hata's 

partner's family offered him and his partner a room in Hawkes Bay in their 

two-bedroom unit. They accepted it because it was better than living in a van 

on the side of the road. While in this unit, Hata, his partner, and their two 

children lived in one room. His partner has now given birth to their third child 

and all 5 family members are squished in a small room within a two bedroom 

unit as they await a HNZ social housing unit. 
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ISSUES 

Sustaining Tenancies - Issues with my property 

16. As mentioned, I live in a house provided by HNZ in Greenmeadows. 

However, when we first moved in, the insulation in the house was poor as 

there were only pink baits in the underfloor and in the attic. There was no 

insulation in the walls - i.e. there were no wall batts. Because of this, it was 

extremely cold in the bedrooms during wintertime. It became a norm for 

Mere, my wife, and I to sleep in the lounge. 

17. So, I complained to HNZ. It took at least 17 years for them to respond. This 

was sometime between 2015 to 2018, when they brought in some guys to 

put in more baits. They didn't put any into the wall. But, they did put some in 

the attic. I don't think the baits in the attic were all covered up in the first 

place, because they kept putting more and more up there. 

18. We are grateful to HNZ for improving our living arrangements, even though 

it was many years after we first complained. I do not like to complain, so I 

will say that the improvements did help us. However, I would like to mention 

that while the house is now warmer in the wintertime, it is too hot in the 

summertime. We usually have to sit outside to cool off during the summer 

because the inside of the house is like a furnace during the summertime. 

Creating Positive Pathways 

19. As mentioned, Hawi is to be released from prison soon. However, he cannot 

find accommodation and is reliant on Wayne, and his accommodation to 

ensure he gets bail. Hawi is not aware of the Creating Positive Pathways 

programme that could help him - even I am not really aware of it or what it 

is. I am worried that this problem is going to continue to happen for all 

members of Ngai Tahu 6 Mohaka Waikare who won't have any suitable 

housing after incarceration. 
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CONCLUSION 

20. I wanted to note that I am not moaning. I understand and appreciate how 

lucky I am for what I have, and that I have a roof over my head. However, 

my younger whanau members are suffering, and the people of Aotearoa 

New Zealand are suffering. Those who are less fortunate than us deserve 

more. That is the reason I am putting forward my story, and my whanau 

member's stories. The housing and homelessness situation in New Zealand 

is only getting worse and it is time to do something about it. 

Dated at NAPIER this 18th day of February 2021 

Malcolm Kingi 
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