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Funding implications and venue for hearing 16 

1. In directions dated 5 July 2021, parties were asked to clarify the impact of the change in 
Crown Forestry Rental Trust (CFRT) funding for the Taihape: Rangitīkei ki Rangipō District 
Inquiry.1 

2. On 7 July 2021, the Tribunal received a further letter from CFRT Chief Executive Rama 
Rewi.2 Ms Rewi advises that, in the event the Tribunal decides to hear claim issues 
regarding Kāweka and Gwavas CFL lands, CFRT will consider any applications for 
Approved Client status in line with the Trust’s standard eligibility and capability criteria and 
policies. Until such a time, CFRT cannot comment further on the matter.  

3. On 13 July 2021, the Tribunal received memoranda from the following counsel Ms Ennor 
for the Crown,3 Mr Watson for Ngā Iwi o Mōkai Pātea amalgamated claim (Wai 1705, 647, 
588, 385, 581 & 1888),4 and Dr Gilling for Ōwhāoko C3B claim (Wai 378), Kāweka Forest 
Park and Ngaruroro River claim (Wai 382), Ahuriri Block claim (Wai 400), and Ngāti 
Kauwhata ki te Tonga surplus lands claim (Wai 972).5 

4. Ms Ennor advises she has liaised with Mr Watson and the Moawhango Marae committee 
and confirms that Moawhango Marae is still available as a venue for hearing 16. The 
Crown continues to support hearings at venues agreed amongst claimants but Ms Ennor 
noted that Rongomaraeroa Ngā Hau e Whā at Waiōuru would be available for hearing 16 
if needed. The Crown has agreed to meet the venue-based hearing costs for hearing 16. 

5. Mr Watson’s memorandum accords with the Crown’s advice on the venue for hearing 16. 
Moawhango Marae is available for hearing 16, Rātā Marae is still available as a backup if 
weather dictates, and the Crown has agreed to cover the CFRT funding shortfall.  

6. Mr Watson also advises that Mōkai Pātea ‘apprehend’ that there is likely to be no CFRT 
funding if the Tribunal determines further hearings are required for the Kāweka and 
Gwavas inquiry stream. Mr Watson said that, at this point, practical questions concerning 
hearing location, length and cost would need to be addressed.  

7. Dr Gilling advises that the CFRT funding update is not likely to affect his claimants’ 
involvement in hearing 16 but reserves their position concerning the Kāweka and Gwavas 
inquiry stream. Dr Gilling supports funding being made available to any claimants who may 
experience prejudice due to CFRT’s decision. 

8. We agree to Moawhango Marae being the venue for hearing 16 on the provision that Rata 
Marae will be available on the same days if the weather prevents the hearing proceeding 
due to travel restrictions. 

Claimant closing replies 

9. On 9 July 2021, co-ordinating counsel, Cameron Hockly, requested that the Tribunal 
confirm a revised filing date for claimant submissions in reply to Crown closings.6 

                                                 
 
1  Wai 2180, #2.6.125. 
2  Wai 2180, #6.2.57. 
3  Wai 2180, #3.2.889. 
4  Wai 2180, #3.2.890. 
5  Wai 2180, #3.2.888. 
6  Wai 2180, #3.2.887. 



3 
 

10. Claimant written submissions in reply to Crown closings are to be filed by midday, Monday 
6 September 2021. As previously indicated, the Tribunal will decide whether to hear these 
submissions in person after their receipt. 

 

The Registrar is to distribute this direction to all parties on the notification list for Wai 2180, the 
record of inquiry for claims in the Taihape: Rangitīkei ki Rangipō District Inquiry. 

DATED at Rotorua on this 19th day of July 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judge L R Harvey 
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 




