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Releasing non-commissioned research 

1. On 8 June 2020, I issued a memorandum-directions noting that the Waitangi Tribunal 
would find it useful for a digitisation project, block history project, Bay of Plenty primary 
source identification project, and a mapping exercise to be completed to assist with the 
preparation of the commissioned reports in this inquiry (Wai 1750, #2.5.12 at [13]). That 
direction was in accordance with the recommendations of Dr Therese Crocker, contained 
in her pre-casebook discussion paper (Wai 1750, #6.2.5 at pp 34-43). 

2. The following non-commissioned support projects have now been completed by the 
Waitangi Tribunal Unit Research Services team: 

a) The Digitisation Project Part A; 

b) The Digitisation Project Part B; and 

c) The Block History Project. 

3. As these support projects are likely to prove useful to all parties to the North-Eastern Bay 
of Plenty district inquiry, I direct the Registrar to place the above material on the Wai 1750 
Record of Inquiry. In doing so, parties are advised that these support projects are provided 
without interpretation and the contributors to these projects will not be subject to cross­
examination. 

4. Parts of the mapping project, as recommended in the pre-casebook discussion paper, 
have been completed, and are displayed in the Digitisation Project Part A and the Block 
History Project. Other discrete mapping work also recommended in the pre-casebook 
discussion paper, such as maps displaying land quality and use, have not been 
completed. The Waitangi Tribunal Unit Research Services team suggest that 
commissioned researchers would be best placed to produce specialised maps in support 
of their particular research . 

5. The completion of the Bay of Plenty Source Identification Project required staff from the 
Waitangi Tribunal Unit Research Services Team to travel to local councils and museums 
in the inquiry district. COVID-19 restrictions have impacted the completion of that project. 
Consequently, I confirm that the Bay of Plenty Source Identification Project will be filed on 
Friday, 15 October 2021. 

The Registrar is directed to send a copy of this direction to counsel for the claimants, Crown 
counsel and all those on the distribution list for Wai 1750, the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty 
District Inquiry. 

DATED at Wellington this 5th day of October 2021 
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