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Rewiri Hongi VVhanau Trust 
6 Sherpa place, Massey, Waitakere City, Auckland 

Waitangi tribunal 
Department for Courts 
PO Box 5022, Wellington 

7 September, 2000 

Attention: Turei Thompson 

Re: Leave to amend WAI 739 

Tena Koutou. 

1 8 

Please find attached further particulars to advance our claim WAI 
739. The attachment broadens our claimant profile and introduces 
the Hapu and specific land blocks in question. Please make 
appropriate amendment as soon as possible. 

Secondly We also request from the Tribunal the commissioning 
of a report by an approved Historian. In addition to the above 
please advise what assistance the Tribunal can provide in regard 
to Legal, administrative and research costs in aid of submitting a 
comprehensive submission at the ancillary hearings. 

ln conclusion could you please advise in writing the anticipated 
date of which these claims will be heard. 

Regards 

Naku Noa 

Sam Pomare 
(Claimant on behalf of the REWIRI HONGI WHANAU TRUST) 



Rewiri Hongi Whanau Trust 
6 Sherpa Place, Massey Phone: (09) 833-5358 fax (09) 489-4767 

The registrar 
Waitangi Tribunal 
PO Box 5022 
Wellington 

Re: Memorandum to amend WAI 739 

1.0 MANA TANGATA, MANA WHENUA, MANA ATUA 
(OUR CUSTOMARY RIGHT AND AUTHORITY TO MAKE THIS CLAIM BASED ON TIKANGA) 

1.1 We are the descendants of Ngati Murikahara, in particular our tupuna Rewiri Hongi 
(Rangatira and Sovereign representative of the hapu) located at Kapowairua (spirits 
bay). 

1.2 The Ngati Murikahara Hapu share the responsibility and decision making authority 
with other hapu in the area, known as "Taylors grant'' at the Northern Penninsula 
around the North cape of New Zealand. 

1.3 The basis of this claim is our Whakapapa to our Tupuna, which authorises their 
descendants to maintain and exercise their customary rights of Lands and Estates, 
Forests, Fisheries and Properties in their possession. This includes social, spiritual, 
economic and commercial interests in order to enhance the current and future 
generations and inhabitants of this region. 

1.4 Rewiri Hongi was a recognised Rangatira of Ngati Murikahara and Ngati Kuri people, 
his son's were Murupaenga, Karanui and Ngauma and the descendants of these 
Tupuna have formed the Rewiri Honqi Whanau Trust , which is the claimant body 
represented by their executive committee. 

1.5 The Rewiri Hongi Whanau Trust has entensive research which establishes it's 
relationships between the whenua and it's people, this include's pre-european as well · 
as post colonial evidence of documents and records. 

1.6 We the descendents of Rewiri Hongi believe and assert that we have a responsibility 
to act in the best interests and in good faith based on the principal's ofTika (right 
and proper) Pono (Truth and Integrity) and Aroha (love and compassion). 

1. 7 Our Rangatiratanga will also be open to serve those of our whanaunga who lack a 
voice and are absent due to being disempowered by oppressive policies of the crown. 

2.0 CLAIM AREA: 
i 

2.1. I Sam Poma re, on behalf of the Rewiri Hongl · Whanau Trust and the Ngati 
Murikahara Hapu hereby claim; ' · 



2.2 The territorial boundaries as described under Taylor's deeds and the Native Land 
Court Title. 

2.2.1 Land Block claims are Kapowairua defined as Taylors Grant. 

2.3 We are the direct descendants of Rewiri Hongi, who was in occupation of the Block 
and who died 17 May 1886 and was buried at Tirirangi, at Kapowairua. 

2.4 Our rights are derived from our own unique world view and include spiritual, 
hereditary, and territorial rights and authorities, accorded to and delegated to us, 
from our Tupuna /ancestors and from Nga atua/ the spiritual realm. 

2.5 These rights of mana tuku iho (authority) confer upon us the responsibilities and 
obligations of ensuring the continued protection and maintaining the future well 
being of Whanau and Hapu through the exercise of our obligations of 
whanaungatanga. 

2.6 These rights of mana tuku iho (authority) confer upon us the responsibilities and 
obligations of ensuring the continued management and protection of all ecosystems 
within our territories through the exercise of our customary obligations of Kaitiaki 
(guardianship). 

2.7 We the descendents of Rewiri Hongi do hereby declare and claim: 

2.7.1 That we are and have been for over 1000 years, conducting ongoing occupation of 
our territories in accordance with the traditional customary law of ahi kaa tonu 
(continual occupation). 

2.7.2 We reaffirm our rights as a Sovereign Nation Constituted by the 1835 Declaration of 
Independence and guaranteed by the 1840 Tiriti o Waitangi. 

2.7.3 That all sovereign Power and Authority within the Hapu takiwa of Ngati Murikahara 
''--- Hapu shall reside entirely and exclusively within the Hapu Ngati Murikahara and that 

all separate legislative government authorities operating within our Hapu takiwa are 
considered to be operating illegally and without appropriate constitutional 
jurisdication. 

2.7.4 That we are the Kaitiaki Tuturu (guardians) of all lands, forests, seas, rivers, streams, 
airwaves, natural resources, and kauri logs within and encompassed by our Hapu 
takiwa. 

2.7.5 That we have been prejudicially affected by breaches of the Crown and continue to 
be prejudicially affected by past and current Crown laws, actions, policies, legislation, 
contrary to the Tiriti o Waitangi. 

2.7.6 That the Crown actively pursued policies and enacted laws without adequate and due 
consideration to the neects·and advancement of the Rewiri Hongi Whanau and Hapu 
of Ngati Murikahara and Ngati Kuri peoples. 

2.7.7 That our lands, seas, waahi tapu, rivers, streams, beaches, airwaves, forests, 
intellectual property, and social and economic structt.Jres for advancement were lost 
through statute, legislation, regulation, action, inaction, policies, processes, and 



historic and contemporary breaches of Tiriti o Waitangi, the Declaration of 
Independence, and the concept of tuku whenua. 

3.0 PROVISION FOR CROSS CLAIMS 

3.1 It is not our intention to deny or exclude the claim of others. but rather to ensure the 
recognition and protection of the claims, rights and obligations of the direct 
descendants of Rewiri Hongi are preserved and maintained for the benefit of Nga Uri 
Whakatipu. 

3.2 We reserve the right to contest any other cross-claim and/or existing claim, and 
accept that other claimants have a reciprocal right to contest our claims. 

3.3 We support the initiative to develop an internal Whanau, Hapu driven tribunal 
process to resoive such issues and to bring subs'"~nce and clarity to any Iwi/Regional 
approach. 

4.0 LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

4.1 The Rewiri Hongi Whanau Trust appoint a lawyer to assist us with our claims, legal 
costs to be negotiated with the Tribunal as and when required. 

S.O RIGHT TO AMEND 

5.1 We maintain the right to amend this claim after research work has been carried out 
and/or during the progressing of this claim. 

6.0 RESEARCH FUNDS 

6.1 We request research funding to assist the successful execution of the Rewiri Hongi 
Whanau Trust Claim; to assist with the compiling of oral evidence, to study, copy, 
investigate, analyse various files and archives; to employ professional services of 

.. ~ writers and editors to produce both the draft and final findings of our report. 

7.0 REMEDIES 

7 .1 The Crown provide full and unconditional admission of the numerous breaches of the 
Tiriti o Waitangi that it has perpetuated against the Rewiri Hongi Whanau and Ngati 
Murikahara Hapu and Ngati Kuri peoples. 

7.2 That the Crown give a full apology for those breaches. 

7.3 That the Crown enact legislation to.ensure that breaches of the Tiriti o Waitangi 
against the Rewiri Hongi Whanau and Ngati Murikahara Hapu does not happen again. 

7.4 That the Crown provide physical redress to the Rewiri Hongi Whanau and Ngati 
Murikahara Hapu through the following: 

7.4.1 Return all lands, forests, and waterways in the takiwa of Ngati Murikahara Hapu 
under Crown or SOE ownership, to the Ngati Murikahara Hapu. 



7.4.2 Buy back all private lands, forests, and waterways in the takiwa of Ngati Murikahara 
with Memorials under section 27B of the SOE Act against their titles and return them 
to the Ngati Murikahara Hapu. 

7.4.3 Buy specific blocks of private land, forests, and waterways from their owners and 
return them to the Ngati Murikahara Hapu. 

7.4.4 Pay off the debt on all ex-farm Development and Consolidation schemes in the takiwa 
of Ngati Murikahara and return them to Maori Customary title; and provide sufficient 
capital and resource injection to bring them to full production. 

7.4.5 Complete protection of all Ngati Murikahara Hapu customary fisheries, fisheries 
habitats, and shellfish stocks and the Crown to fund the management of those 
fisheries. 

7.4.6 Return Ownership, Management and Control over all waahi tapu in the takiwa of the 
Ngati Murikahara Hapu to the Ngati Murikahara Hapu, make it an offence to disturb 
these lands without Hapu consent. 

7.4. 7 That the Crown pay sufficient compensation to the Hapu of Ngati Murikahara for the 
land that was taken as per final report findings. 

7 .5 That the Crown enact legislation to: 

7.5.1 Ensure ownership of these lands, forests and waterways are returned to the Ngati 
Murikahara Hapu under the concept of manawhenua. 

7.5.2 Ensure that these lands, forests and waterways can never be removed from the Hapu 
of Ngati Murikahara protection and ownership. 

7.5.3 Establish management structures with the Ngati Murikahara Hapu, in conjunction 
with the relevant government authorities, as required by the partnership of the Tiriti 
o Waitangi, in line with traditional Maori management principles, which are based on 
Tikanga. 

7.5.4 Extinguish all back rates on Maori land in the boundaries of the Ngati Murikahara 
Hapu; abolish the rating of Maori land. 

7.6 That the Crown meet all the costs involved with these claims i.e. r~rch, 
administration, negotiating, settling, legal assistance, and travel costs for research. 

7. 7 That the Crown pay sufficient compensation for the conditions that the Hapu of Ngati 
Murikahara had to endure (including loss of revenue from ancestral lands and other 
resources, toss of quality of life, toss of services, toss ~of opportunities, loss of income 
from employment, etc), so that the Ngati Murikahara Hapu be able to participate fully 
and contribute to the development of this country and in the community by using its 
own resources. 

7 .8 That the Crown institute such other remedies as the tribunal might determine, having 
regard to the justice of Ngati Murikahara ZHapu and Ngati Kuri peoples. 


