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KIA WHAKAAE MAI TE TARAIPIUNARA 

MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This joint memorandum of counsel is filed for the following claimants: 

a. Wai 1787, the Rongopopoia Hapū Claim brought by Hinehou 

Leef (deceased), Richard Wikotu (Deceased), Aroha Wikotu, 

Rocky Ihe (deceased), and Kahukore Baker; 

b. Wai 1092, the Upokorehe claim brought by Sandra Aramoana, 

Wayne Aramoana, Wallace Aramoana, Lance Reha, Gaylene 

Kohunui and Kahukore Baker; and 

c. Wai 1758, the Upokorehe Hapū Ngāti Raumoa Roimata Marae 

Trust Claim brought by Sandra Aramoana, Wayne Aramoana, 

Wallace Aramoana, Lance Reha and Gaylene Kohunui. 

2. On 14 April 2022 claimants were directed to clarify whether they have 

applied for and been declined CFRT-approved client status, and thus 

cannot access CFRT funding for Tribunal hearing purposes.1 

3. Te Upokorehe have not yet filed an application with the CFRT, however 

plan to do so as soon as is possible. They have not been able to do so 

since receiving the directions for the reasons described below at 

paragraph [6].  

4. As has been flagged previously, the application will rely on whakapapa 

connections to Crown forests as there is not a forest in the core rohe of 

Te Upokorehe.  

5. We note that the Crown has indicated it is not prepared to fund claimants 

who due to the happenstance of Crown forests cannot benefit from 

CFRT funding. These claimants will suffer an inequality of arms in 

comparison to claimants that either do have Crown forests in their rohe, 

or have been prepared to extent their footprint into areas where their 

 
1 Memorandum-Directions of Judge M J Doogan Regarding Ngā Kōrero Tuku Iho Hearings 14 
April 2022 Wai 1750 doc #2.5.54 at [54]–[57]. 
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links are tenuous at best. The latter is not something that Te Upokorehe 

are willing to do. 

6. We respectfully seek leave to file this memorandum out of time. The 

reasons for this are set out below: 

a. As set out in the letter attached as “A”, the Minister for Treaty 

of Waitangi Negotiations has given a deadline of 9 May 2022 

for Te Upokorehe to finalise verification of the 718 petitioners 

who signed the petition to withdraw Te Upokorehe from the 

Whakatōhea settlement. 

b. If the deadline is not met, the Minister will support the 

Whakatōhea Pre-Settlement Claims trust moving forward with 

ratification.  

c. Given these stakes, Te Upokorehe have been focused on 

working, without the funding enjoyed by the Whakatōhea Prep-

Settlement Claims Trust, to meet that deadline. As result Te 

Upokorehe have been unavailable to provide instructions until 

today. 

7. For this reason, we respectfully seek leave to file this joint memorandum 

after the deadline set. 

Dated: 5 May 2022  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryce Lyall    Robyn Zwaan 
Counsel for Wai 1787   Counsel for Wai 1092 and Wai 1758 




