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Téna korua
Te Upokorehe Treaty Claims Trust petition

Thank you for your letters of 11 and 25 March 2022. | am pleased you were able to
participate in the hui held between 12 and 19 March.

| support the Whakatohea Pre-settlement Claims Trust (WPCT) in their efforts to engage
with those they represent, including Te Upokorehe. It is important that WPCT is open about
matters of such importance as petitions to amend or withdraw their mandate.

I understand the hui were difficult for all involved, but that they were also the most sustained
engagement between Te Upokorehe Treaty Claims Trust and the Whakatohea Pre-
settlement Claims Trust (WPCT) over the course of these negotiations.

| am advised notes from Crown observers are being finalised and will be circulated to those
who registered for the hui in due course.

Progressing the clause 19 petition

The Waitangi Tribunal made four recommendations regarding clause 19 of the WPCT deed
of mandate. These were to:

a) clarify the 5% threshold of signatures required to initiate the process;

b) record hapu affiliation and include online voting options in a voting process;
c) clarify the Crown’s funding policy for the mechanism; and

d) clarify the Crown’s views on the consequences of withdrawal.

| consider that the recommendations of the Waitangi Tribunal regarding the clause 19
mechanism were clarifying, rather than substantive. As noted in Te Arawhiti’s
correspondence of 20 December 2021, and 1 March 2022, the recommendations did not
affect the process to the extent that any pause was necessary, and have been given
practical effect through actions of WPCT and Te Arawhiti. | do not intend to take further

action on this matter.

You have stated that you are committed to progressing your clause 19 petition of
15 November 2021. | encourage you do so. | note that you decided to halt progress on your
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whakapapa verification to be completed by Monday 9 May. If you are not in a position to
complete whakapapa verification by that date, I will support WPCT to move ahead with
ratification.
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