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Wai 78 – The Torere claim 

1. On 5 April 2019, the Tribunal received an amended statement of claim and memorandum
of counsel advising the Tribunal that Joseph Maxwell, Muriwai Jones, and Te Aururangi
Davis are to be added as named claimants to Wai 78, the Torere claim. This was
accompanied by a letter stating that a hui of the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority was held on 1
November 2018 (Wai 78, #1.1(a) & #2.3). At this hui, the following motions were passed
in regards to the Wai 78 claim:

a) Motion 2: the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority supports Joseph Te Rangipuatata Maxwell to
be added as a claimant to succeed his father, Pastor John Maxwell;

b) Motion 3: The Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority give direction to Winston McCarthy of Manaia
Legal to apply and action the addition of Joseph Te Rangipuatata Maxwell as a
named claimant;

c) Motion 4: the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority supports the co chairs of Te Kaunihera Pakeke
o Ngāi Tai, Muriwai Maggie Jones and Te Aururangi Davis to be joined as
claimants; and

d) Motion 5: the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority give direction to Winston McCarthy of Manaia
Legal to apply to be heard by the Waitangi Tribunal in the Eastern Bay of Plenty
inquiry, and then to proceed to a negotiated settlement of Ngāi Tai Iwi’s historical
claims against the Crown.

2. On 23 May 2019, the Deputy Chairperson of the Tribunal released memorandum-
directions adding Joseph Maxwell, Muriwai Jones, and Te Aururangi Davis as named
claimants for Wai 78 (Wai 78, #1.1.1(a) & #2.4).

3. On 6 May 2022, the Tribunal, via the Registrar, received an email from Lucy Steel advising
the Tribunal that the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority has had no legal trustees for seven years,
therefore a Steering Committee was established to resolve this issue in July 2020. As a
result, Baden Vertongen was appointed to convene an annual general meeting and
election to appoint trustees for the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority. However, this is not scheduled
until late July 2022. Lucy Steel further advised that throughout discussions with the
Steering Committee and Te Arawhiti regarding the shared interests with Whakatōhea and
Wai 78, Ngāi Tai Iwi reaffirmed their intention to engage in negotiations with the Crown
once legal trustees are in place.

4. On 3 June 2022, Lucy Steel filed a letter further outlining that the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority
has not held an annual general meeting or election for the past seven years or had any
legal trustees to act on behalf of Ngāi Tai, however there is an annual general meeting
and election scheduled for late July or early August. Lucy Steel also outlined that the letter
sent by the Ngāi Tai Iwi Authority in April 2019 to amend the named claimants for Wai 78
was signed by individuals purporting to act on behalf of Ngāi Tai but do not have the
mandate to do so and have acted illegally as they are not trustees. Lucy Steel therefore
disputes the addition of claimants for Wai 78 (Wai 1750, #3.1.366). Ms Steel also provided
a copy of Ngāi Tai hui-a-iwi minutes dated 23 October 2020 (Wai 1750, #3.1.366(a)).

5. I direct counsel for Wai 78, Ms Rongo to respond to the matters raised by Lucy Steel on
or before 4 August 2022.
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The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 1750, the 
North-Eastern Bay of Plenty inquiry. 

DATED at Wellington this 21st day of July 2022 

Judge M J Doogan  
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
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