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Introduction 
 
1. Pursuant to clause 5A of the second schedule of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975, the 

Tribunal commissions historian Paul Husbands to prepare a report examining the 
customary landscape of Te Upokorehe in the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty inquiry district.  

2. Within this context, the report will examine the customary landscape of Te Upokorehe of 
the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty inquiry district up to and including the period of early 
European settlement pre-1860. Except for the purposes of context, the report will exclude 
consideration of the customary landscape relating to Te Whakatōhea. 

3. The report will address the following research issues: 

a) What were the origins of Te Upokorehe within the inquiry district, including how 
and when they came to settle in the district, their settlement patterns, and how 
these settlement patterns and organisation changed over time? 
 

b) How did Te Upokorehe of the inquiry district define their respective rohe?  
What were the relationships and interactions of Te Upokorehe of the inquiry district 
with groups both inside and outside the inquiry district? 
 

c) How did Te Upokorehe of the district use the land, waterways, and other 
resources, including traditional food sources? What were their significant sites, 
including wāhi tapu, pā sites, and taonga? 
 

d) What were the early contacts between Te Upokorehe of the inquiry district and  
Europeans prior to the 1860s and what was the Māori response? 
 

4. The commission will commence on 8 August 2022. A complete draft of the report will be 
circulated to claimants and the Crown for written comment, to be followed by quality 
assurance and final revision. 

5. The commission ends on 26 June 2023 at which time one copy of the final report must be 
submitted to the Registrar for filing in unbound form, together with indexed copies of any 
supporting documents or transcripts. An electronic copy of the report and supporting 
documentation should also be provided in Word or PDF file format. 

6. The report may be received as evidence and the author may be cross-examined on it. 

7. The Registrar is to send copies of this direction to: 

(a) Paul Husbands; 

(b) Claimant counsel in the North-Eastern Bay of Plenty Inquiry; 

(c) Chief Historian, Waitangi Tribunal Unit; 

(d) Principal Research Analysts, Waitangi Tribunal Unit; 

(e) Manager Inquiry Facilitation, Waitangi Tribunal Unit; 

(f) Manager Research Services, Waitangi Tribunal Unit; 

(g) Inquiry Facilitator, Waitangi Tribunal Unit; 

(h) Solicitor General, Crown Law Office; 



(i) Te Kāhui Whakatau (Treaty Settlements), Te Arawhiti;  

(j) Chief Executive, Crown Forestry Rental Trust; and 

(k) Chief Executive, Te Puni Kōkiri.   

 

DATED at Wellington this 11th day of August 2022 
 
 

 

 
Judge M J Doogan  
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
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