


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































620 

10,000 acres "After several owners spoke the meeting asked for £3 per the motion was put 

accordingly." Total acreage was 40,795 for the sum total of £122,385. 1426 

At the end of March, the President forwarded confirmation of sale over Matahina Nos, AID, A2 and 

A3 to the Crown for £3 per acre. He noted that meetings were being held for the purpose of 

considering offers to sell or lease to private individuals, "but it is unlikely either that the Natives will 

take less than the amount they asked from the Government, or that private individuals will be 

prepared to pay that amount. All things being equal the Natives would prefer to sell to the Crown." 

On 16 April 1912, the Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to the President regarding 

resolutions confirmed by the Board of Matahina A2, A3 and ID had been considered by the Native 

Land Purchase Board and that "it was decided to decline the offer as the price mentioned was 

prohibitive." 1427 On 30 April 1912, Mitchell the representative of the Land Board minuted the 

President regarding a meeting held of owners for the Matahina A3, ID and A2 block. 1428 He stated: 

About 200 owners were present. 30/- per acre was offered for 
freehold including bush. Natives divided as to price wanted some 
agreeing to sell @ £2 or others holding out for £3. 

Considerable discussion took place and it was finally decided to 
adjourn meeting for three months. 

Three months later on 23 July 1912, solicitors, Wynyard and Shelton replied to the President 

regarding the purchase of the Matahina block and stated that "our clients will be prepared to pay the 

extra cost involved in advertising again." 1429 

On 12 August 1912, FG., Mills wrote to James Browne the President of the '.Vaiariki Land Board 

regarding his and others applications to purchase the Matahina block. 1430He stated: 

I .. 

\ 

On behalf of Messrs Hanna James, Dacre Wilson and myself and 
others who obtained a meeting of owners of the Matahina block in 
April of 1912. I would esteem it a favour if you would kindly advise 
me whether our applications for that meeting, with the subsequent 

26 Mar 1911. Meeting of owners, BAn, 11192 Box 123e. 152. Nat Arch, Auckland, see also 30 Mar 1912. MA­
MLP1/191O/59, Vol 14, p4917 
16 April 1912, Under Sec to President, BAJJ, 11192 Box 123e, 152, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting PJpers. VoLl-l. 
p .4912 
30 Apr 1912, Mitchell to President. BAn. 11192 Box 3r.! 154. Nat.Arch., Auck .. Supporting PJpers. VoLI +. p.-I866 
23 July 1912. Wynyard and Shelton to President, BAn. 11192 Box 123e, 152, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
Vol.l+. pA911 
12 .-\ug 1912. Mills et al to President, BAn. 11192 Box 123e. 152, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting PJpas. VoL 1-1. 
p.-I910 

/ 
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adjournments you kindly granted us, still hold good or whether we 
should have to make fresh applications and if the latter be the case 
shall the payment of fees be required again. 

On 31 August 1912, H.K. Tunui of Whakatane wrote to Herries on his appointment of becoming the 

Native Minister. 1431 

Friend, wherefore, I desire to ask you whether this rumour is true 
and whether you are now the Government in charge of the 
Parliament from now on, and whether you are really the Minister of 
Native Affairs. Please let me know by wire. 

Friend I have a mauer of some importance to submit to you which 
concerns myself and the Ngatiawa people as a whole, namely, a 
desire to sell our land called Matahina No. lA2, No.3 block 
comprising an area of 40,000 acres to the Government viz to the old 
Opposition. 

If you and the Government of which you are a member can comply 
with this request, please send for me to come to Wellington to 
complete the sale to the Government above referred to. 

Berries replied to H.K. Tunui on 10 September 1912, confirming his position as Native Minister. 

1432 Be stated: 

With respect to the block abovenamed, we are willing to buy this 
block at a price. It would be advisable if you sent me a list of the 
persons desirous of selling their interests and also submit your 
pnce. 

Tunui again wrote to Berries on 20 September forwarding infOlmation of owners and price they 

wished to sell Matahina blocks for. 1433 Be stated: 

I desire to state that there are 400 or more owners who are desirous 
of selling their interests in the Matahina No.1, No.2 No.3 blocks 
when we have fixed upon a price. I wish that you and I fix a price in 
Wellington. 

The Under Secretary forwarded a minute to Grace on 14 October 1912, requesting that a reply be 

made to Tunuistating an "offer to purchase the Matahina block has already been considered" by 

owners and that "nothing came of it." \434 

1-111 31 Aug 1912, Tunui to Herries. ~I.-\-\ILP 1, 1910/59. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vol.l4, pp472S--i-:29 
!'" 10 Sept 1912, Nat Min to Tunui, \I.-\-~ILP 1, 1910/59, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l4. p.-P27 
] .. U) 

~ .. U-l 

20 Sept 1912, Tunui to ~at \!in. \I.-\-\ILP 1, 1910/59, NaLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Vo1.l4. pp4721-4722 
14 Oct 1912, Under Sec to Grace. \L-\-MLP I, 1910/59, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vol.l-i. p.-i719 

/ 
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On 30 November 1'912, Ketia Harawira wrote to the Native Land Purchase Department wishing to 

sell 6 shares in the Matahina block to the Government. 1435 

I should like to learn from you the system at present governing the 
sale of Native Lands. 

I want to sell to the Crown - if I may - my share in the Matahina 
No.2 block, Whakatane district. 

Let me know the present valuation of this land. Also informed me as 
to the nearest branch office to me here, and forward to me the 
necessary document which I can execute at the nearest branch officer 
here in connection with the transfer. 

The Crown's valuation in 1911 for this land was £2 per acre, but it 
was not sold for that price. 

On 27 January 1913, Herries wrote a memorandum to the Under Secretary reporting on his visit 

through Te Teko where he was met a "deputation of Natives headed by by Rini Manuera" in 

connection with the sale of the Matahina blocks. He "promised to look into the matter with a view of 

acceding to their request to have the block partitioned and surveyed and made ready for 

settlement." 1.\36 

The following year on 19 August 1913, the President received a letter from Mr R.S. James regarding 

his application he had made 12 months ago for a section of the Matahina block near Te Teko. He 

wished to know whether the application was still in order? 1437 On 23 August 1913, the President 

forwarded his reply to Mr R.S. James and F.G. Mills regarding their applications over the Matahina 

blocks. 1.\38 He stated: 

1 ~ 35 

I have to inform you that the Board has decided that if you wish the 
meeting of owners under Part XVIII of "The Native Land Act 1909" 
called again it will be necessary for you to lodge a new application. 
The new application should be accompanied by a Government 
Valuation Certificate. 

30 :-.lOY 1912. Harawra to Na[ Lnd Pur DepLMA-MLP l. 1910/59, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supponing Papers, Vo1.1-1-. 
pp-l-7 I 7--1-: IS 
27 Jan 191.3. Herries to Under Sec. \I.-\-:-'ILP I, 1910/59. Nat.Arch .. Wgm .. Supporting Papers. VoLl-l-. p.-I-716 
19 Aug 1913. James to President. 11192 Box 123e. 152. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supponing Papers. Vo1.1-1-, p.-l-909 
23 Aug 1913. Pres idem to James and \lills. BAJJ. 11192 Box 123e, 152. NaL.-\rch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 
Vol. 1-1-. p.-l-908 
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On 24 February 1914, Pera Te Horowai Maihana wrote to toe Native Minister regarding the 

Matahina B 1 block wishing to sell "it at its fair Government valuation." 1439 

It is under the Mana of the Waiariki Board, but no purchaser has yet 
been found. However, we trust to hear something from you on the 
matter. It comprises 800 acres and there are 30 persons holding 
shares in it. The land lies beside the Rangitaiki river. 

On 3 March 1914, Native Minister Herries wrote a memorandum to the Native Department Under 

Secretary regarding the Matahina blocks. He again requested the area and present position of the 

titles to these blocks and stated "the matter is urgent." 1.\40 

Has any timber company been negotiating for the timber or for a 
lease of these blocks? 

On 2 April 1914, the Native Department Under Secretary wrote a memorandum to the Native 

Minister reporting on the subdivisions of the Matahina block still in Maori ownership. 1441 

Matahina AID - 28,795 acres 
Matahina A2 - 2,000 acres 
Matahina A3 - 10,000 acres 
Matahiha B - 1,500 acres. 

He also noted that no Timber Cutting Rights, Lease had been granted or approved by the Waiariki 

D.M.L. Board. 

On 25 May 1914, F.G. Mills wrote to the Native Minister regarding an interview he had held with 

the Minister in Auckland along with Mr Thomas Hanna who was representing various applicants for 

the Matahina blocks. They sought an Order in Council to secure as a body the land so they may 

"work more economically the timber intererests ... " He noted as yet Mr Hanna had not received an 

answer. 1442 Three days later the Native Minister minuted that "Cabinet as a rule is adverse to such 

Order in Councils being issued." Therefore the request was denied. 1-1-13 

'"39 24 Feb 1914, Pera Meihana to Nat Min, MA-MLP I, 1910/59, NaLArch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. VoL 1-1-. pp4711-

4712 
"'" 3 Mar 1914, Herries to Under Sec. MA-MLP 1, 1910/59, NaLArch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VoLl4. p.4714 

2 April 1914, Under Sec to Nat Min, MA-MLP l, 1910/59, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VoJl4. p.4710 
25 May 1914, Mills to Nat Min, MA-MLP l. 1910/59, Nat..-\rch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Voll4.. p.4709 
28 Nlay 1914, Nat Min to Mills, MA-MLP I, 1910/59. NaLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VoLl4. p.4707 
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The following year on 24 June 1914 another application was forwarded from F. G. Mills for a 

meeting of owners to propose the purchase of Matahina Afblock at £1.10 per acre. 1444 

The President forwarded a memorandum to E.C. Falwasser of Auckland advising him that a meeting 

of owners was fixed for Whakatane on 31 sf July. He also informed Falwasser that it would be 

necessary for him to supply valuation of the Matahina A No.s ID and A3 "showing the value of the 

land and of the timber otherwise the notices of the meeting will not be issued." 1445 

On 22 June 1914, A.J. McGowan forwarded a valuation of the Matahina A No.s ID, 2, 3 & 3A 

blocks. 

Part AID - 25915 acres 
Part AID - 2,880 acres 
A2 - 2,000 acres 
A3 - 9,300 acres 
A3A - 700 acres. 

On 31 July 1914 a meeting was held of the owners of Matahina A2 block. Mr Falwasser "asked 

leave to withdraw his application." 1446 This was granted. 

Mr Elwaith asked "leave to amend his application to 35/- per acre 
and said he would not give any more that was his final offer." 

Poipoi Tiaki said "1 will not agree to the price £ 1. 15 there is good 
milling timber on it and the saw pit that we used to use are on this 
block, that is why we want £3.15.0 per acre." 

Raerino Ngatoatoa Proposed and Rama Penehito seconded "that the 
above land Matahina A2 be sold to Arthur Galbraith for the sum of 
£1.15 per acre. Survey fees to be paid by Purchaser. All monies to 
be paid into the Board." 

Aoturoa Hohair said" he would not agre to the motion, but would 
ask that his share be cut out." 

A vote was taken which resulted as follows: For the Sale - 138. 
Against the Sale - 57. The Motion was carried. 

On 6 August 1914, the Land Board President wrote to the Officer in Charge of the Valuation 

Department regarding the valuation report of the Matahina A Nos. 1, 2, and 3 blocks. He noted that 

,w 2-1- June 191-1-. Applicanon for meeting. 11192 Box 1:?3e. 152. Nat-Arch .. :\uck .. Supporting Papers. VoLl-1-. p.-1-90:' 
,«5 6 July 191-1-. President to Falwasser. BAJJ, Illn Box I :?3e, 152, Nat-Arch .. Auck., Supponing Papers, VoL. p.-1-906 
'''0 31 July 191-1-. 'v[eeting of owners in Matahina A2, BAJJ. 11192 Box 123e. 152. Nat-Arch., AucL Supponing Papers. 

Vol. 1-1-. p-1-90 1-4903 



"I 
I 
\ 
i 

625 

the' Matanina Al blocks had an area of 25,9\5 acres the value being £3,250. Applications were 

before the Board for the proposed sale at the price of 32/6 per acre. IH7 

The discrepancy in the value is probably accounted for by the land 
being covered with a large quantity of valuable milling timber and 
the Board has requisitioned the prospective purchasers to obtain 
from your Dept. a special valuation showing the values of the land 
and of the timber separately. 

On 13 November 1914 an application was made for the partition over Matahina A3 block. Hori Pawa 

stated before the Court: 1448 

The majority of the owners have sold their interests in this block and 
this partition is for the purpose of cutting out the interests of those 
who do not desire to sell. We have agreed to a partition ... 

Mr T.K. Thompson a Licensed Interpreter wrote to the Clerk of Waiariki Land Board the following 

year on 19 March 1915 wishing to know the state of the position over the Matahina blocks. 1-+-+9 He 

stated: 

Seeing that the sale has now been a long time in progress, there is a 
feeling of uneasiness among the owners as to the delay in 
completing the matter. What is the exact cause of delay and is there 
any likehood of the matter being settled at all. 

There are several parties anxious to take up the purchase of the 
block, but till something definite is done bout the present deal there 
is no hope of other negotiations. 

On 30 April 1915, the Clerk, on instruction from the President, wrote to N gata informing him of the 

positions in regards to the various sales of portions of the Matahina blocks. 1-+50 

Matahina AID - The resolution of the owners to sell a portion of 
this block containing 5000 acres has been provisionally confirmed 
subject to the production of a declaration by the proposed purchaser. 

Matahina A2 - The resolution of the owners to sell this block has 
been provisionally confirmed subject to the production of the 
following information viz 

IW 6 Aug 191-1-. President to Oft1cer in Charge. Val Dept, BAJJ. 11192 Box 4A. 155. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papc:rs. 
Vo1.l4, p,4947 
13 Nov 191-1- Whakatane Mbk 12, pp368-370. Supporting Papers. Vol.1-1-, pp4660--I-662 

1.l-lY 19 March 1915. Thompson to Clerk, 11192 Box 123c:. 152. '\at.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting P3pers. \'01.! -1-. p.-1-898 
:.\50 30 April 1915. Registrar to NgJtJ, BAJJ, 11192 Box 123e. 152. Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. Vol.l-I-. 

pp4896--I-897 
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Declaration by the proposed pUrchaser. Information that the Natives 
alienating will not be rendered landless by reason of the alienation. 

Matahina A3 - Consideration of the resolution of the owners was 
deferred until a partition has been made by the Court cutting out the 
interests of those who did not consent to the sale. 

In A3 a partition has been made by the Court cutting out the interests 
of the non-sellers but the resolution has not yet been considered by 
the Board pending information that the owners will not be rendered 
landless by reason of the alienation. As there are about 1,000 
owners in A No.s 2 & 3B (the portion awarded to the sellers) the 
question of showing their other lands is a lengthy task but I 
understand that the purchasers [know] the matter now and I have 
requsted their solicitor to now expediate the completion of the 
transactions. No purchase money has as yet been paid to the Board 
as it is the intention to complete the three dealings at the one time. 

On 2 December 1915, W.A. Elwarth wrote to Judge Browne requesting an extension on the 

completion of the purchase of the Matahina block. 1451 

I would not ask for this concession, only there is no doubt about us 
completing the purchase of Matahina. It would have been completed 
long ago, only on account of the War - We have spent a 
considerable amount of money already in connection with the 
purchase of this block and it will be a very serious matter to us if we 
were to lose it at this stage of the proceedings. As your Honor 
knows, we have paid a high price for this block and as the Maoris 
are receiving the benefit of this price over and above what they will 
receive if it falls back into their hands for repurchase. If your Honor 
will give this matter your serious consideration I think that you will 
see that it will be in the interests of the Maoris if we are allowed the 
extension of time we are asking for to enable us to complete our 
arrangements in the matter. 

The Registrar replied to Mr Elwarth on 13 December wishing to know what extension of time was 

necessary to complete the purchase of the Matahina block. 1452 On 6 January 1916, William Elwarth 

responded to the Registrar. 1453 

.. , the positive assurance from my people to the effect that they will 
be completing the purchase of this block in or before next May and I 
shall be pleased to get an extension to cover that period. 

'~51 :? Dec 1915, Elw:mh to Judge Browne, BAJJ. 11192 Box 123e. i52. Nat.Arch ... --\uck., Supporting P3pers. Vol. 1'+. 

pp488:?-4895 
1~5' 13 Dec 1915. Registrar to Elwarth, BAJJ, 11192 Box 123e, 152. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers, Vol.l-1-. pA87S 

:453 6 Jan 1916. ElwJ.nh to Registrar, BAn. 11192 Box -1-A. 155, Nat.Arch., .--\uck., Supporting Papers, Vol.l-1-, p.-1-9-1-6 
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On 11 February 1916, the Registrar wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary stating that the 

purchase money for the Matahina block had not yet been paid to the Board. He did inform the Under 

Secretary that an extension had been applied for and considered by the Board. The amount involved 

is approximately £50,000 cash. 1454 

On 3 May 1916, Elwarth again wrote to the Registrar wishing to explain the position of difficulty 

that he and his fellow purchasers faced in connection with the Matahina blocks. 1455 

Prior to the War the purchasers invested their money, which would 
have discharged the full amount of purchase money payable to the 
Natives, on terms ofrepayment, of from three to six months notice. 

Owing to the operation of the Moratorium Act it is impossible for 
them to call all the money in. 

It is also unfortunate for us that the East Coast Railway will not be 
completed across the swamp for some three years, thus delaying our 
operations. 

I respectfully suggest that the following terms of payment be made 
to the Natives and approved by the Board:-
£ 1 0,000 down, to be divided over the four blocks in proportion to 
the total purchase money. 
£10,000 in twelve months to be divided as the previous amount 
Balance in three years at 5%. 
No timber to be removed till the Natives are discharged. 

This suggestion would be in the interests of the Natives as well as 
ourselves, and a protection against their squandering their money. 

On 16 May 1916, S.R. Stewart of Tauranga wrote to the Registrar regarding the Matahina blocks. 

He noted that "they had heard a rumour that this land has been sold to an Australian Syndicate". 1456 

Some little time back, I requested Mr R.E. Grieve, of Te Teko, to 
pay into your Board the omey he owes to Pohokino (I forget her 
other name at the moment) for land of hers which he contracted to 
purchase from her at Te Teko some two years ago. I gave him until 
the 25th of this month to pay it in. Kindly advise me if he does so, 
and oblige. Pohokino is also a good large owner in "Matahina". 

,"5· 11 Feb 1916, Registrar to under Sec.BAn. 11192 Box 123e. 152, NaLArch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers, Vol.1-!-. 

p.4877 
"55 3 May 1916, E1warth to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192 Box 4A. 155, NaLArch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Vol.l-!-. p,-1.943 
;450 16 May 1916, Stewart to Registrar. BAJJ. 11192 Box 3M 154. Nat.Arch ... -\uck., Supporting Papers. Vol.I-!-, p.4811 
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The Registrar replied to Stewart on 23 May 1916 informing him that the Matahina blocks has "been 

sold per medium of resolutions in terms of Part XVIII of the Act of 1909. The sales have been duly 

confirmed by the Board, but the purchase money has as yet not been paid over." 

In the meantime, on 22 May 1916, Judge Browne requested King call a meeting of owners to 

consider the proposal put forward by Elwarth and fellow purchasers of the Matahina blocks. IN 

On 29 May 1916, Hampson, a solicitor of Rotorua, wrote to the Land Board President stating that he 

had been instructed to lodge application for timber rights over Matahina subdivisions affected by 

McKenzie & Elworth's dealings. He wished to know if the Board was prepared to call meetings of 

the owners to "of course assume ultimate confirmation." 1458 The Registrar notified Hampson that the 

President wished to inform him that there was "nothing to prevent you lodging any further 

applications" . 

From the month of June through to August 1916, the Registrar received letters from owners and 

solicitors representing owners of the Matahina blocks requesting to know when they could expect the 

purchase to be completed and when they would receive funds. Each reply from the Registrar was to 

the effect that he could not inform them when the purchase would be completed and that no monies 

had been paid to the Board. 1459 

The following year on 19 March 1917, Hampson again wrote to the Registrar regarding the purchase 

of the Matahina block. 1460 

The Natives think that all reasonable consideration has been 
extended to the proposed purchasers in this matter, and instruct us 
now to request the Board to finally dispose of the existing 
applications in order that they may deal with the land elsewhere. 

On 22 March 1917, the Registrar replied to Hampson requesting him to identify those owners he 

was representing. Hampson replied on 26 March 1917 to the Registrar. 1461 

vVe are acting for a considerable body of the Natives represented 
more particularly in this town by Pirika te Miroi. We are not acting 

1m 22 \lay 1916, Browne Minute to Registrar. RAJJ, 11192 Box 4A, 155, NaLArch., Auck .. Supporting Papers, Vol.! 4, 
p.4959 

1m 29 \lay 1916. Hampson to President, BAJJ, 11192 Box 3M 154, Nat.Arch., Auck. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. p,..l.809 
1m 22 Sept 1916, Registrar to writers of letters. BAJJ. 1119::'. Box 4A, 155, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. 

p.4937 
!.l60 19 \Iar 1917~ Hampson to President. B~-\JJ. 11192 Box 3~I 154, Nat.Arch., A.uck .. Supporting Papers. VoLl-l-. p.4807 
[.16\ 26 \!af 1917, Hampson to Registrar. B.-\J1. t1192 Box 3rvl 154, Nat.i\rch .. :\uck., Supporting Papers. VoLI-!-. p . .+80S 
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at present for' any definite purchasers, but several gentlemen have 
been in touch with us on the matter, but will not move while the 
present applications are before the Board. 

On 29 August 1918, J. McKenzie wrote to the Land Board President requesting an extension of time 

to be able to meet the first deposit of his purchase. 1462 

Owing to the War conditions we have hitherto found it impossible to 
arrange finance to enable us to pay the first deposit of £10,000 for 
the purchase of the Matahina block. 

The War Regulations debar us from paying out a sum of over 
£3,000. We have made arrangements for the necessary finance 
£2,000 of which will be available about November 1st (plus paying 
out Com [mission]) and the balance of £8,000 six months after the 
war. 

The Registrar replied to McKenzie on 28 September 1918 stating that the Board had considered his 

request of an extension for paying the first instalment on the Matahina block. 1463 

... the Board now directs me to say that it recognises the stringency 
of the financial market brought about by the War, and for that reason 
it will extend your option over the said block subject to a cash 
payment to the Board of £2,000 plus a commission of 1 1/2% and 
upon a further payment of £8,000 within six months after the War. 

On 10 October 1918, McKenzie forwarded to the Registrar his cheque for the sum of £2,032.11.6 

which was the first deposit of £2,000 plus the Board's Commission of £30 and £2.11.6 

exchange. 146-1 

McKenzie wrote further to the Registrar wishing him to furnish the terms and conditions which the 

President stipulated for the completion of the purchase of the Matahina block. These were forwarded 

to McKenzie by the Registrar on 4 December 1918. 1
-165 

1. £2,000 to be paid immediately 
2. £8,000 to be paid 6 months after the termination of 
3. the War 
4. £10,000 to be paid 12 months after payment of the 
5. £8,000 

:"6~ 29 Aug 1918, McKenzie to President. BAJJ. 11192 Box 3M 154, Nat-Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. Vol. 14. pA804 
'63 28 Sept 1918, Registrar to McKenzie. BAJJ, 11192 Box 3M 154. Nat-Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. 

pA803 
'''' 10 Oct 1918, McKenzie to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192 Box 3M 154. Nat.Arch .. Auck.. Supporting Papers. Vo1.14. pA802 
"05 4 Dec 1918. Registrar to McKenzie. BAJJ. 11192 Box 3M 154. Nat-Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. VoLl4. p.4800 
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6. The balance of the amount to be paid within 3 years 
7. from the payment of the £8,000 
8. Interest of 5% is also chargeable from the date of the 
9. payment of the £8,000 

The Native Department Under Secretary wrote a memorandum to the Registrar on 4 January 1919 

regarding the purchase money of the Matahina block and "which is stated to have been held over 

during the War period.,,1-166 

The Registrar replied on 17 September 1919 in reference to the letter from the Under Secretary. He 

stated that "resolutions to sell 3 of the Matahina blocks have been confirmed by the Board, but on 

account of "The Moratorium Act" the proposed purchasers encountered some difficulty in financing 

the large amount of consideration money which wil be payable." He noted that there had been a 

meeting of owners who "agreed to accept terms for the payment as follows" 1467 

£10,000 to be paid immediately, £10,000 in 12 months and the 
balance within 2 years. 

On 24 September 1919 the Registrar informed the Under Secretary of the resolutions passed at a 

meeting of owners that was held at Whakatane on 31 July 1914. 1-168 

... that 5,000 acres of the land be sold to William Galbraith and the 
remaining 5,000 acres be sold to Roderick D. McKenzie for the sum 
of £3.7.6 per acre. 

The partition was duly made by the Court and the dissenting owners 
had their interests cut out in a block called Matahina A3A, and the 
resolutions to sell were confirmed as regards this particular portion 
of the land, and it is now too late to cut out anv shares from the 
portion affected by the resolutions to sell. -

On 19 December 1919, the Registrar wrote a memorandum to the Under Secretary advising of the 

following alienations confirmed by the Board. 1469 

Matahina AID - 5,000 acres purchased by William Elwarth for the sum of 35/- per acre. 

Matahina A2 - purchased by Arthur Galbraith for 35/- per acre. 

,"60 -I- Jan 1919. Under Sec to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192 Box 3M 154. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vol. 14. p.-I-999 
:"67 17 Sept 1919, Registrar to Under Sec, BAJJ, 11192 Box 3M 154, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. VaLl..!. 

pA798 
'"6~ 2-1- Sept 1919, Registrar to Under Sec, BAJJ, 11192 Box 3M 154, Nat.Arch ... -\uck .. Supporting Papers. Vol.l-l-. 

p.-I-797 
'"0' 19 Dec. Registrar to Under Sec, MA-MLP I. 1910/59, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VoI.P, p.-I-792 
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Matahina A3B - 5,000 acres purchased by William Galbraith and 5,000 acres to R.D. MacKenzie 

for the sum of £3.7.6 per acre. 

The Registrar also noted that "these resolutions affect the portions of the lands containing milling 

timber." 

On 3 March 1920, the Secretary of the Forestry Department forwarded a urgent memorandum for the 

Native Department Under Secretary regarding Matahina A2, A3B and part AID blocks containing 

17,000 acres. He stated that these lands had been offered to the Commissioner of State Forests by 

Messrs Wright, Stephenson Co on behalf of persons whose names were not disclosed. He requested 

more information regarding the position of these blocks. 1470 

I may state that, thought the persons who first acquired this land 
appear to have paid oly £46,000 for it, the price now asked is about 
£250,000. 

The Registrar forwarded to the Native Department Under Secretary on 10 March 1920 all details 

concerning the purchases over Matahina A2, A3B and AID blocks including applications for 

meetings of owners, their resolutions from those meetings and the Board's approval of the purchases 

to take place over the lands and extentions allowed to by the Board to the purchasers. 1m 

On 20 March, Pohonui Hapimana and others wrote to the Native Minister requesting the purchase 

money from Matahina A3 and No.2 blocks "which have been sold to the Company." I-m 

We want to get these monies against the arrival of the Prince, for 
this r~mnant of the Ngati-Awa intend to proce-ed to Rotorua for the 
occaSIOn. 

John Salmond the Solicitor General wrote to the Secretary of the Forestry Department on 1 April 

1920 stating that it appeared to him "that no title to this land has as yet been obtained by the 

purchasers from the Natives." 1473 He stated: 

1"'0 3 Mar 1920. Sec Dept of Forestry to Under Sec, MA-NILP 1. 1910/59, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting PJ.pers. Vol.l-l-. 

p.4791 
10 Mar 1920. Registrar to Under Sec, MA-MLP l, 1910/59. Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. V 01.1 4. pp4789-

4790 
T: 20 ~br 1920. Pohonui HJ.pimana et J.! to Nat Min. \[r\-MLP 1. 1910/59. Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. 

pp4786--l-i87 
.-l7.l 1 Apr 1920. John Salmond to Secretary Forestry Dep(, ~1A.-0rILP 1, 1910/59, Nat.A.rch., \V gtn" Supporting Papers. 

Vo1.14. p.4788 



632 

I agree that the transaction is probably fraudulent and that it should 
be put a stop to ~y any means possible. 

He recommended that an Order in Council was the "usual step in Crown purchases of Native Land 

and it would effectually prevent this syndicate from proceeding with their scheme in the meantime." 

If the Crown was not interested in the purchase of these blocks the Native Minister would contact the 

Maori Land Board and request a full report and that no further action should be taken. 

On 17 April 1920, Native Department Under Secretary Jordan minuted the Native Minister referring 

to the letter from Pohonui Hapimana and others stating that the lands they refer to were those "which 

the Commissioner of State Forests proposes to attack the sale and a prohibition against alienation is 

being issued." 1474 

On 6 May 1920, the President of the Maori Land Board wrote a memorandum to the Native 

Department Under Secretary regarding an Order in Council being issued prohibiting the alienation of 

Matahina AID, A2 and 3B blocks. He noted that since his appointment to the district he had 

endeavoured to put these alienations on a "satisfactory basis." 1475 

It seems from the Board files and valuations that the prices being 
paid to the Natives are favourable to them, and much in excess of 
the amounts previously offered by the Crown. 

The President noted that Judge Wilson had "granted concessions in regard to completion ... " 

I think should not have been allowed without first consulting the 
Native owners, and I am now making a claim of about £9,000 for 
interest on unpaid purchase money. 

He noted the transactions involved a large amount of money and "that the Board has accepted part of 

the purchase money ... " He also requested to know what the Crown's attitude was towards the 

alienations already passed by the Board. 

On 22 May 1920, survey officiasl R.I. Knight wrote to the Registrar requesting particulars of any 

alienations confirmed by the Board in regard to the Matahina Al and B blocks. He noted the 

information was required for an application for legalisation of a road. 1476 Later in May the Registrar 

replied to Knight informing him of the alienations over Matahina Al and B blocks. He noted a part 

i __ :'-J 17 .-\pr 1920, Jordon to 0-lat lv'lin, IvIA-~ILP 1. 1910159, Nat-Arch .. \Vg(o .. Supporting P3pers. VoL 1--1.. p.-f:86 
.-:-5 6 \lJY 1920. President to Under Sec, ~L-\-ivILP 1, 1910/59. ~at.Arch .. \Vg(n .. Supporting Papers. VoL. pp-f783--+7S-t. 
:-170 2~ \lay 1920, Knight to Registrar, 11192 Box 4A, 155. Nat..-\.rch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vol.. p.-l936 
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transfer over Matahina A to block - 5,000 acres to W. Elwarth' and as yet no purchase money had 

been paid to the Board. As for Matahina B block there were no alienations affecting it. 1m 

On t 1 October 1920, Phillip Turner the Secretary of the Forestry Department wrote a memorandum 

to the Native Department Under Secretary stating that it was only part of Matahina ID block which 

the department "desires to acquire" which was the forested part only containing 6,000 acres. 1·178 

On 22 November 1920, solicitors Peak and Kirker wrote to Judge Ayson regarding the purchase of 

the Matahina blocks. They wished to make arrangements to enable them to complete the transactions 

for the block and asked in what form did the Board require the document of Sale and Purchase, 

"whether by way of Agreement for Sale or by Memorandum of Transfer, and a Mortgage back to the 

Board." They also wished to know whether the Board would withdraw the Order in Council that 

affected the block sold to their clients. 1479 

Judge Ayson replied on 9 December 1920 stating that the Board "has no control over the 

Government in regard to Orders-in-Council" but that the Board has made representations in order to 

have the Order-in-Council revoked to allow the completion of the transactions. "It appears, however, 

that the Government is not at present inclined to revoke." 

On 20 January 1921 the Solicitor General received a memorandum regarding the purchasing of 

Native Lands. 1480 It stated: 

To avoid the prohibition against acqUIsItIon of areas exceeding a 
certain acreage (acquisition of ? in acquisition of land). These 
several individuals applied for adjoining strips of forests and got 
resolutions of ? owners for each strip. Each individual made the 
equired statutory declaration that he was acquiring for himself alone. 
Then later they appear as a syndicate and ask the Govt[ernment] to 
purchase from them at a hugh profit. 

This is a practice which I desire to stop at all costs and I mean to 
take proceedings to declare all these alleged acquisitions (to be 
uncomplete) to be fraudulent and would if I can do so. 

'm 27 "lay 1920. Registrar to Knight, BAJJ, 11192 Box -l-A, ISS, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vol.14, pA935 
,," II Oct 1920, Sec Forestry Dept to Under Sec, MA-MLP I, 1910/59, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VoLleJ., 
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At present I wish to issue to commence of investigation to an officer 
of the public [to work ]under the Act [ ... ] to enquire into this matter. 

Have you got any objection to Mr [?] acting as Commissioner in the 
case. 

The Registrar forwarded a telegram to the Native Department stating that Prohibition of alienations of 

Matahina blocks had lapsed last April and whether the Crown intending to renew: "Matahina Timber 

syndicate intend proceedings completion purchase of blocks." 1481 

On 2 June 1921, Native Department Under Secretary Jordon sent a telegram to the President of the 

Land Board stating that the prohibition of private alienations was to remain in force over Matahina 

blocks. 1482 

On 21 March 1923, the Deputy President wrote a memorandum to the Native Department Under 

Secretary regarding the Matahina AID and other blocks. 1483 He stated that it was his understanding 

that the prospective purchasers would finance the purchase of these blocks from London and that 

another meeting of owners was to be called. 

The blocks contain a considerable quantity of timber ... the purchase 
money totalling something like £60,000. 

On 22 November 1923 a request was made to the Board to "take confirmation into further 

consideration with regard to laying off a grant of tram rights over block to road by shortest possible 

or practicable route present proposal is of no use without such right." 1484 

Resolution of owners modified to the extent that a grant or easement 
or right of way over a strip of land not exceeding 1 chain in width 
by the shortest possible route from bush area to the Public Road be 
granted by the owners of A 1 D ... 

The Land Board President H. Carr, signed a declaration on 3 December 1923 that the transfer of the 

Matahina block had been made to Arthur Galbraith a Gumdealer of Auckland at the price of £3,500 

and that the Board acting as agent for the proprietors, had received that amount. 1~85 

'i, :31 'v\ay 1921, Registrar [Q N:n Dept, MA-MLP 1, 1910/59, NaLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. pA7-:'3 
::. June 1921, Telegram from Jordon to President, MA-MLP 1. 1910/59, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. 

p4774 
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On 24 February 1925, Hampson wrote to the President regarding the bush portion of the Matahina 

Part A ID block. "Such bush portion comprises by a trial survey approximately 6,100 acres. The 

Land Transfer Survey is proceeding" ... 1486 

During the negotiations to purchase the said bush the area of such 
was assumed by all parties to be 5,000 acres and the purchase of 
that area was duly completed your Board executed the transfer on 
the 3 December 1923. 

On survey the bush portion is found to comprise 6,100 acres. This 
vitally affects the whole transaction. 

Hampson also noted that the agreement between the parties was 5,000 acres and was the "maxium a 

party can hold". However, they sought authority to be given to allow 6,100 acres to be acquired by 

one party in this instance. 

The purchaser proposes to erect a Timber Mill on the land this 
winter and commence cutting in spring. This will open up the timber 
industry in the Whakatane District where at present timber has to be 
secured from a distance and it will give employment to a large 
number of men. 

The following month, Hampson and Co wrote to the Registrar regarding the Matahina Part AlD 

block. They wished to advise that Mr Mitchell would not have the survey completed until a further 3 

weeks, therefore they could not submit the exact area. Mitchell advised them "that the area will be 

between 6,100 and 6,200 acres and that it would be quite safe to insert 6,200 acres in the 

Recommendation." 1ol87 

On 25 March 1925, the Director of Forestry wrote a memorandum to Judge Jones of the Native Land 

Department regarding a "very serious allegation regarding the integrity of the Forest Service and its 

personnel". I -l88He stated that it had come to his attention that someone had impersonated an officer of 

the Forest Department at a meeting of owners of the Matahina timber block. The individual indicated 

that the Department would place a Proclamation over the areas if not sold and established a camp in 

1185 3 Dec 1923, Memorandum of Transfer. 11192 Box 4A, ISS. Nat.Arch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vol. 14. pp4933-

4934 
1436 24 Feb 1925, Hampson to President. BAJJ. 11192 Box 4A. ISS, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. 

pp49.30-49.31 
i-l.'C: 19 \!Jr [925. Hampson to Registrar. 11192 Box 4A. ISS. Nat.Arch .. Auck.. Supporting Papers. Vol. 14. p.4932 
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"sight of the Natives, and proceeded to make preliminary operations towards the cruising of the 

area." 

I propose to undertake that the individual who impersonated an 
officer of this Service will be punished to the fullest extent of the 
law, as also will the persons who inspired this action. This action 
and intimidation no doubt seriously affected and influenced the 
Natives in making this sale, and they also have a direct concern in 
securing justice, as also has your Department. 

On 26 March 1925, an Order in Council was issued authorising the acquisition of the area of 6,200 

acres in the Matahina AID block to William A. Elwarth. 1489 

Hampson and Co again wrote to the Registrar the following year on 13 May 1926 confirming the 

granting of an easement or right of way over the balance of the Matahina AID block. 1490 

The construction of the tramway is commencing it is desirable to 
facilitate all tramway grants and licenses necessary to open up the 
Bush and commence an undertaking which will materially benefit 
the Bay of Plenty. 

The lessee is prepared to give £15 a year for the grant which we 
have drawn in the form of a lease. 

The Registrar forwarded a Money Order for £15.1.3 to the Chief Surveyor on 13 June 1925 "being 

the balance of survey charges due in respect of Matahina AID block." 1491 

Four days later' the Chief S)lrveyor wrote to the Registrar acknowledging that the Matahina AID 

block had now been completed and registered with the Land Transfer office. He also noted that "half 

the cost of the common boundary between the above block and Matahina A3B should be charged to 

the Land Transfer survey of part of the above block and not against the parent title, the Receiver of 

Land Revenue has therefore been requested to return your remittance £15.1.3" I·m 

1m 26 Mar 1925, Order in Council. 11192 Box 4A. 155. Nat-Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. pp492S-4929 
1m 13 \'Iay 1926; Hampson to Registrar, B.-'I.JJ, 11192 Box 4.-'1.. 155. Nat.Arch .. .-'I.uck .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l4. 
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On 28 July 1925, the Registrar wrote a Memorandum to the Registrar of the Native Land Court. 

regarding a request from solicitors acting for the purchasers of the Matahina A ID block to pay a sum 

of £30.17.1 being the fees for registration of the Partition Orders. 1493 

This is the first case of this kind with which the Board has had to 
deal. Accordingly, at the suggestion of Judge Holland, I am 
referring the correspondence to you with a request that you be so 
good as to look into the matter, and advise as to the nature of these 
charges, and particularly as to whether they are such as should be 
charged to the Native owners. 

The Registrar of the Native Land Court replied on 31 July 1925 stating that he had seen the District 

Land Registrar in connection with the paying of fees. 1494 

He tells me the fees are due on the issue of the Land Transfer 
Certificate and as there are 764 owners on the title he is certainly not 
going to issue a title to the Natives. The Purchaser can register his 
transfer against the Provisional Register, but if he wants a Certificate 
of Title he must pay the Assurance Fund Fees. 

I do not know, of my own experience any case in which the Natives 
transferring have been called upon to pay these fees. 

On 24 August 1925, the Registrar wrote to Messrs Hampson and Co informing them of the decision 

of the fees of £30.17.1 payable in respect of the Matahina AID block. 1-195 He informed the solicitors 

that: 

... such are Crown Grant fees charged on the Certificate of Title, the 
Certificate being issued in lieu of a Crown Grant. Section 39 of the 
Crown Grants Act, provides for payment of fees on Crown Grants 
but as the following section stipulates that the fees shall be paitl by 
the purchaser of the land, I am unable to accept your view that the 
fees under this heading are payable by the Proprietors. 

i-t43 28 July 1925, Registrar to Registrar. 11192 Box 4A. 155, Nat.Arch., ~~uck .. Supporting Papers, Vol.I-1-. p4923. 
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Tahora No.2·, '-

(213,350 acres) 

The history of Tahora No.2, its title investigation in 1888, the Crown's acquisition of land for 

survey costs during the 1890' s and Crown purchase efforts through to 1900, are documented in 

some detail in other reports. 1496 Therefore, although outlining the title investigation case, this 

narrative focuses on the period of Crown action after 1900. Despite this, the administration of certain 

Tahora 2 within the East Coast Native Trust after 1900 is also not considered as this subject has also 

been studied as part of a previous report. 1497 

On 11 December 1888, the Tahora No.2 block was before the Native Land Court for its investigation 

of title.I~98 Kaiti Tamihana appeared before the Court and stated: 

In furtherance of suggestion the other day a notice had been sent to 
all the principal chiefs re[garding] a discussion about Tahora No.2 
and they were all assembled at Wiremu Kingi' s house discussing the 
matter and I am sent to ask that the Court adjourn until 2pm so as to 
allow us all this morning to discuss and arrange matters when we 
will come into Court this afternoon and lay before the Court our 
suggestions re[garding] Tahora No.2 block. 

The Court agreed to the adjournment. There was much discussion at this point over matters of 

survey. !~99 

The hearing of :rahora No.2 was adjourned and the block came before the Native Land Court on 10 

January 1889 for its investigation oftitle. 15DD Ngaiti Tamihana was the first witness to appear before 

the Court and stated that he had laid before the Court a petition regarding the Tahora No.2 block. 

This petition signed by 528 people dated 5 January 1889 by the tribes of Wairoa and Gisborne 

protesting against the investigation of Tahora No.2 block. Rakurake, who represented the Urewera 

people, stated that he "supported the petition and asked that the Tahora case should not go on at all 

either at Gisborne or Opotiki." 

1'96 See Judith Binney, Urewera Overview Part II: 1878-1912, Chapter One. 2001. 
1 J97 

1500 

See Katherine Orr-Nimmo, Report for the Crown Forestrv Rental Trust on the East Coast Maori Trust, WAI-272 =1.-\3. 

Se(' l1so Alan Ward. The Historv of the EJst Coast Native Trust, MA thesis 1958. 
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The Court heard from further witnesses variously in favor of the petition or against it. This case 

continued up until 26 February 1889 when another sitting took place before the Court again to heard 

the investigation of title over the Tahora No.2 block. 1501 Having heard several weeks of evidence, 

on 4 April 1889 the Court delivered its judgment. The Court went into detail of each claimants 

evidence and what had been stated with regards to ancestral claims, objections regarding the survey 

and also the setting of boundaries. In the end, the Court awarded different parts of the blocks to 

different descent groups including: 

• To Erueti Tamaikoha and to such of the descendants of Tuhoi as shall be found 

entitled by him and the people 

• To Ngaituranga descendants of Haiara 

• To the Upukurehe and Whakatane descendants of Haiora 

• To Ngati Ira, descendants of Kotikoti, Manutahi and Kaiwhanaunga 

• To Ngati Maihi and Ngaetamaroki descendants of Tamaroki and Taneatua 

• To Whanauakai, Ngati Rua, Ngati Maru and Ngati Hine descendants ofTe Haoki and 

Whareama 

• To the descendants of Hinganga 

From 9 April 1889, the Court sat again to arrange lists for the various portions awarded to different 

groups. On 12 April 1889 Mr Baker appeared before the Court for an Order of Survey costs over the 

block 1502. 

! 501 

1502 

BLOCK 
NO. 

2A 

2AD 
2AE1 
2AE2 
2AE3 
2B 

2B 1 
2Cl 

2C2 

AREA 
(acres 
only) 
24,668 

3,456 
1,216 
1,792 

576 
46,904 

13,904 
49,578 

12,856 

AWARD 

To the Upukurehe and Whakatane descendants of 
Haiara 

To Ngaituranga descendants of Haiara 
To descendants of Tuhoi 

To one owner to sell for purposes of survey 
To descendants of Tuhoi 

To Ngati Ira, descendants of Kotikoti, Manutahi and 
Kaiwhanaunga 

To 13 owners to sell for purposes of survey 
To Whanauakai, Ngati Rua, Ngati Maru and Ngati 

Hine descendants of Te Haoki and Whareama 

26 Feb 1889. Opotiki Mbk 5. pp18-32S [various extr:lcts taken] , Supporting Papers, VoLlS. ppSOOS-5041 
12 Apr 1889. Opotiki Mbk 6, ppl-7. Supporting Papers. Vol.1S, ppSl09-S113 



2C3 
2F 
2G 

33,990 
22,556 

1,856 
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To the descendants of Hinganga 
To Ngati Maihi'and Ngaetamaroki descendants of 

Tamaroki and Taneatua 

As noted above, during the 1890's Crown action within Tahora No.2 consisted of acquiring land to 

meet survey expenses as well as direct Crown purchasing. ISO} 

The next hearing over the Tahora No.2 block was a partition case on 16 December 1907 where Mr 

Sheridan appeared on behalf of the Crown. 1504 He requested that the Crown's interests acquired 658 

acres in the block to be cut off. This order was made by the Court. On 9 May 1908 another case was 

before the Native Land Court for the partition over Tahora No.2A block. It was noted that the 

"previous partition by Validation Court declared null and void by Maori Land Claims Adjustment and 

Laws Amendment Act." 

On 9 May 1908 an application was made to the Native Land Court by Erueti Tamaiki and others for a 

partition over Tahora No.2A block. 1505 It was noted before the Court: 

The position of this block is this. At a sitting of the Validation Court 
at Gisborne the block was partitioned. But by Section 6 of ''The 
Maori Land Claims Amendment and Law Amendment Act 1906" the 
partition was declared null and void and it was left to any persons 
claiming to be interested to apply for partition. 

The Court is here now for the purpose of affording the owners an 
opportunity of going on with the partition. 

There are 156 owners holding 157 shares and the area of the block 
IS 11,343 acres. 

The first witness to appear before the Court was Paroa Te Pikihiwi. He noted: 

I believe that Tamaikowho wishes a partition made and we do not 
know why he is not present. 

Te Warana Mikomiko stated: 

I am willing to partition of it is upon to us to do so. I am one of the 
Whakatohea owners. Tamaikoha represents the Urewera section. 
We have never assembled for the purpose of discussion this 

See Judith Binney, Urewera Overview Part 11: 1878-1912, Chapter One, 200 l. 
16 Dec 1907, Opotiki Mbk 18, p125. Supporting Papers. Vol.l5, p.5116 

IS"; 9 Ylay 1908, Opotiki Mbk 18, pl27-129, Supporting Papers. VoLl5, pp5118-5120 
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partltIon as we are very much s<;:at~ered. We are not aware what 
portions of the block Tamaikoha would prefer. 

The Court replied: 

We have waited for information about the applicant Tamaikoha and 
from what his friend Capt Rushton tells me is seems probable that 
he Tamaikoha received word that the Court would open here today 
or Monday last. It is pretty evident therefore that he does not intend 
to appear and as the Court has no other application before it than his 
we cannot go on in his absence. The best thing for the Whakatohea 
to do would be to send an application for partition themselves and 
then they will be independent of Tamaikoha. 

Several owners expressed themselves as satisfied with this 
arrangement at present they are not prepared to do anything in only a 
limited number of the owners present. 

On 1 November 1909, Captain Rushton made application before the Native Land Court for the 

partition over Tahora No.2A block. 1506 He stated: 

My wife is one of the owners. I wish to draw the Courts attention to 
the fact that there appears to be a considerable shortage in the area. 
The original area of Tahora No.2A was 24,668 acres. The area of a 
share was equal to 70 acres. The Crown on this basis purchased 
12,587 acres and subsequently 638 acres making a total of 13,225 
acres. This ought to have for the non-sellers 11,443 acres. The area 
of the residue as shown on the plan is 8,823 acres leaving a shortage 
of 2,720 acres. I would say that a representation be made to the 
Survey Department or the Government to have the matter rectified 
that the block be given its proper area and that in the meantime the 
partition be held over. 

The next witness Warana Mikomiko agreed with the arrangement. He also noted: 

We wanted a partition so as to settle our young people on the land 
but if there is a shortage of over 2,000 acres the matter had better 
stand over until it is shown where theis area has gone to. 

Therefore the Court ordered that the partition case to stand over and the Judge to make enquiries as to 

how the shortage occurred. 

On 24 August 1910, W.F. Wallis of the Valuation Department submitted his report on the Tahora 

No.2 blocks. 1507 

i50fi 1 Nov 1909, Opotiki \t!bk 19, P 1.38-139. Supporting Plpers. Yol.l5, pp5 122-5 123 
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Tahora 2A - 9,216 acres 
Broken bush country of fair average quality. Good on lower slopes 
with some good valley, but ridges and higher slopes inclined to be 
poor. 

Adjoining Crown Lands selected in 1901 for 7/6 an acre and in 1906 
for 10/-. When roaded and surveyed should readily be taken up at 
from 17/6 to £ 1. Present average value 12/6 an acre. 

Tahora 2AE Nos.l and 2AD- 3,081 acres 
Broken bush country generally of fair quality. Adjoins back portion 
of Waimana Estate and has fair access along Waimana River. 
Average value 12/6 an acre. If offered for selection as Crown Land 
(roaded and surveyed) should readily bring 17/6 to £1 an acre. 

Tahora No.2B2 - 4,845 acres 
Broken bush country of fair quality. Average value 17/6 an acre. If 
offered as Crown land may be expected to realize £1 to £1.5.0. 
Adjoining country of similar quality opened for selection in June 
1906 at from 17/- to £ 1 an acre. 

On 26 January 1911, solicitors Parr and Blomfield wrote to the Judge Browne regarding the 

valuation report over the Tahora 2AEI and 2AD blocks within the context of an attempt to lease the 

blocks by F. Tiffen. 1508 They stated: 

On enquiry at the Valuation Office today we find that it would cost 
something between £1 0 and £20 to obtain a new valuation of this 
block, which is rough country situated on the Waimana River. 

A valuation of the block was made in 1909. We are anxious to know 
if your Board would take into consideration the very heavy expense 
of obtaining a new valuation, and would estimate the adequacy of a 
consideration upon the basis of the 1909 valuation. 

On 29 June 1911, the Native Department Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to Judge 

Browne regarding an application by Frederick Tiffen to lease the Tahora 2A section D2 block.1509 He 

noted that the owners had already passed a resolution to sell to the Crown for 9/6 per acre. The 

matter had been delayed due to the doubt of valuation. 

The position now appears to be that the valuation average 12/6 per 
acre, which is 3/- in excess of that passed by the meeting. The Act 
distinctly states that no purchase is to be carried out less than the 

24 Aug 1910, Wallis report on Tahora No.2 blocks, MA-MLP 1,1914/58, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. 

Vol. 15. p.5201 
26 Jan 1912. Solicitors to Browne. BAJJ, 11192 Box Ill. 696, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. V01.15. J.5218 
29 June 1911. Under Sec to Browne. yIA-MLP 1. 1914/58, ;-';aLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. VoL 15. p.5i9S 
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Government Valuation. The question arises, can the resolution as 
passed by the meeting be amended as regards the price without 
calling another meeting of the owners. My opinion is that the Board 
can do so when confirming the resolution. 

On 4 August 1911, Erueti Peene and Pioi Netana wrote to the Native Minister referring to a meeting 

held on 19 July which was called by the Waiariki District Maori Land Board of the owners in the 

Tahora 2A, Section D blocks to consider the question of a lease. 1510 He stated: 

The owners would not agree to the proposal to lease and stated that 
they wanted to sell it only for the sum of £1.5.0 per acre. 

He noted that application had been sent to the Board for confirmation of a proposed sale of the 

Tahora block and "no doubt you will see those applications, if sent on to the Under Secretary, 

Wellington. " 

1. As a sale is now pending this is to entreat of you to watch our 
interests, in the event of either a sale to the Crown or to a private 
Pakeha. 

2. We want the purchase monies accruing to us from Crown 
purchases in the undermentioned blocks of the Tuhoe Rohe-potae to 
be expended in acquiring vale in land in the Tahora block, when this 
block is opened up for sale. 

3. The blocks in which we have interests and from which we have 
not yet drawn the purchase monies are: 

Paraoanui North 
Paraoanui South 
Tauranga 
Maungapohatu 

We were holding (did not draw) the monies with a view to 
purchasing lands in a single block when available; and now that the 
Tahora block is available for purchase, that is the place which will 
exactly suit us. 

4. The monies due to us from the four above named blocks is £350 
or so, as judged from the Gov[emmen]t valuation and the amounts 
received by those who have sold. 

5. We also hold interests in the Tahora block, therefore our desire to 
purchase and acquire more whilst at the same time consolidating our 
interests. 

4,-"\ugus[ 1911. Erueti Peene to Nat Min. MA-MLP l, 1914/58. :-iat.,-"\rch .. Wgm .. Supporting Papers, Vol.! 5, pp519:-

5197 



1 6. This Tahora .blockJbut two miles from our present home, a small 
piece of land. 

7. The names of those anxious to effect this transaction, or exchange 
from the four blocks to the one block are: 

Pioi Netana 
Hera Erueti 
Ngaikiha Erueti 
Te Tuhi Erueti 
Tamihana Erueti. - Erueti Peene. Trustee appointed by the Court at 
Whakatane. 

8. We want Gov[ermen]t to arrange with the Native Land Court to 
effect this exchange from the four blocks, for land in the Tahora 
block equaling the monetary value of our interests in the said four 
block; Gov[ernmen[t to acquire our interests in the said four blocks. 

9. We shall then be in a position to work and farm our proposed 
consolidated interests (in the Tahora block) to the very best 
advantage, and it would be a stimulant to our industry. 

10. As the matter stands at present, with our scattered interests and 
small, we cannot make a living off them. 

11. You have the power under Section 130 of the Native Land Act 
of 1909, to direct the Court to enquire and report in the direction 
asked. 

12. Any fees, if such - payable in this matter will be paid by us as 
directed. 

Mr Carroll, we heartily desire to get to work on the land, and if this 
consolidation is effected it will do a great deal of good as an object 
lesson, indeed, it may dispense with the ordinary difficulties of 
subdivision, some cases of subdivision being impossible. For 
instance, there are cases in the Tuhoe blocks which work out at a 114 
acre a piece. I know Tuhoe cases where individuals have gone to 
reside on their interests comprising a little strip upon. which a cart 
can scarcely find room. If the Crown persists in acquiring 
wholesale, some of these owners will be obliged to make up their 
swags and take to the Public roads. 

On 29 August 1911, W. McLean sent a telegram to Native Minister MacDonald to ascertain "what 

steps are being taken by Government" to acquire Tahora 2B2 and Oamaru 2B blocks. He stated the 

"Waioeka Natives are anxious to sell.'']5!! 

On 11 September 1911, Carroll also received a telegram from Paoi Netana and Erueti Peene.!512 

1511 29 Aug 1911, McLean [Q McDonald, 'v!A-MLP 1. 191.+/58, :-bLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, VoLlS. p.S191 
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The Waiariki Board is to meet on 13 September re sale of the Tahora 
Block what about our application for exchange. 

On 19 September 1911 an application was made by F. Tiffen of Auckland for the sale or lease of the 

Tahora No.2A Sec E2 block. 

In addition, a telegram to the Under Secretary of the Native Department from the President of the 

Waiariki Maori Land Board Judge Browne received on 30 September 1911 stated: 1513 

Tahora No.2A D Sec 2 application under part eighteen to sell for one 
pound two shillings and sixpence at present before Board if 
Gov[ermen]t prepared to pay that price Board will confirm 
resolution of [Nov[embe]r] last to sell to Crown. 

On 2 October 1911, the Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to the President regarding the 

Tahora 2AD sec.2 block. 1514 The Under Secretary referred to previous cOlTespondence relating to the 

negotations of this block. He stated: 

.. .it would appear as if private individuals have entered into 
negotiations and, from what I have heard, started at 15/- until they 
have now reached 22/6 with their offer. 

Upon the face of it there seems to be no doubt which offer is in the 
best interest of the Natives. The question of limitation of area comes 
in: how is it proposed to overcome it? Of course the transaction will 
be a cash one. If all the requirements of the Act can be complied 
with and the Board is satisfied as to the position, I do not think there 
will be any trouble in getting the Native Land Purchase Board to 
rescind its resolution to enable the sale to the individual being 
effected. 

On 5 October 1911, the President replied to the Under Secretary informing him that "'the owners 

seem to be holding a kind of auction sale of this land."l515 He also answered the question of 

"limitation of area" stating "there will be two transfers in favor of different persons." 

15i2 

lSI J 

~ 5 I -l 

1515 

II Sept 1911, Telegram from Paoi Netana & Erueti Peene to Carroll, MA-:-'ILP I, 1914/58, NaLArch .. Wgtn .. 
Supporting Papers, Yol.15, p.5190 
30 Sept 1911, Telegram from Brown to Under Sec, ~IA-MLP I. 1914/58. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. 
Vol.15, p.5188 
:; Oct 1911. Under Sec to President, \l.-\·MLP I. 1914/58, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. YoU 5. ppSI:36-

5187 
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I am sorry the Crown does not see its way to purchase at £1.2.6 per 
acre. It would have paid very well. The adjoining country which is 
not surely good land as this is being bought by it at £ 1 per acre. 

The President replied to Parr and Blomfield on 29 January 1912, stating that the Board would take 

into consideration the very heavy expense of obtaining a new valuation and would therefore consider 

the estimated adequacy of the consideration of rent upon the basis of the 1909 valuation. 1516 

However, the President noted that as yet it had not been stipulated on the application what Mr Tiffen 

was prepared to pay in rent or prepared to pay for the freehold. 

On 2 February 1912, solicitors Parr and Blomfield wrote to the President informing him that Tiffen 

was "buying the freehold at considerably over the Government Valuation, his price being £ 1 per 

acre. 1517 

On 2 September 1912, Browne forwarded a memorandum to the Native Department Under Secretary 

regarding the purchase of Tahora No.2B block. 15ls He informed the Under Secretary that there were 

"no new dealings" over this block: 

1. An application lodged in 1908 but subsequently withdrawn. 

2. An application for consent to a proposed lease of 1614 acres 2 
roods for 50 years to Neils Rostgard of Opotiki. This lease was 
consented to on 9 October 1908, but the lease has never been lodged 
for the endorsement of the Board's consent. In the lease the rent was 
to be 1/9 per acre for the first 25 years. 

On 30 September 1912 a partition was carried out over the Tahora 2B2B block. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

2B2B1 
2B2B2 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
1570/0/00 
1570/0/00 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
7 

On 10 July 1913, Parr and Blomfield wrote to Judge Browne expressing their "disappointment" of 

the confirmation Order not being made in Tiffen's favour over the Tahora block as it had been "hung 

up on the ground that one or more of the Natives are dissatisfied with the Applications made on their 

1516 

: 51 ~ 

29 Jan 1912. President to Solicitors, BAJJ, 11192 Box 111, 696, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers, Vol.15, 
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behalf by Mr Hampson .... We would strongly urge that the Confirmation be allowed to go 

through." 1519 

You will probably recollect that Mr Tiffen has had a number of most 
unfortunate experiences in trying to procure a section in your district 
during the last two years. Each time he has applied some one has 
endeavoured to block the transaction, and this notwithstanding the 
fact that he is a bona fide settler, skilled in sheep-farming and wants 
the land for sheep-farming purposes. 

The Board confirmed the transaction, subject to the payment of 
purchase money, which we are ready and willing to pay over, and 
we most respectfully suggest that the purchase money should be 
accepted by your Board, and the Confirmation Order endorsed. 

On 15 May 1914, the Under Secretary of the Lands Department forwarded a memorandum to the 

Under Secretary of the Native Department regarding the Tahora 2A block. 1520 He noted: 

The Commissioner of Crown Lands, Auckland reports that a 
Syndicate is at present negotiating with the Native owners for the 
purchase of the above block, and suggests that the matter be brought 
under the notice of the Native Land Purchase Board with a view to 
the block mentioned, and also the Tahora 2B2 block, being secured 
by the Crown. Both the blocks in question adjoin a large area of 
Crown land. 

On 22 June 1914, the Registrar replied to a query of the Native Department Under Secretary 

informing him that Tahora 2A block was subdivided into three subdivisions. Sections 1 & 2 had 

been awarded to the Crown and section 3 to the Native owners. 1521 Tahora 2B2 block had been 

subdivided into Sec 2A Crown land and Sec 2B. He noted the latter block B had been further 

divided. 

On 3 August 1914, Hapua Hemi wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary wishing to dispose 

of his interests in the Tahora 2A block. 1522 The Under Secretary replied to Bapua Berni on 12 

August 1914 informing him that a meeting of owners was being called for 29 August at Whakatane. 
1523 

1519 

\520 
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It is proposed also that Sections 2B.2B Nos I .& 2 _s.hould be 
acquired from the individual owners at the same time, and Mr 
Bowler, the Native Land Purchase Officer at Auckland, has been 
instructed to take the necessary steps. 

On the same day, the Under Secretary informed Land Purchase Officer Bowler of the meeting to be 

held on 29 th at Whakatane for the proposed sale of Tahora 2B2B No.s 1 & 2 blocks. 152-1 

Perhaps you could acquire 2B2B Nos. 1 & 2 while you are at 
Whakatane attending the meeting of the owners of 2A No.3. 

In the event of the assembled owners refusing to se1l2A No.3 to the 
Crown, you might take advantage of their meeting and acquire as 
many individual interests as possible. The Valuer-General was 
asked for an up-to-date valuation on the 8 th ult., but the particulars 
are not to hand yet. 

On 2 September 1914, the Valuer-General forwarded his report regarding the Tahora blocks. 1525 

Subdivision Area Capital Unimp. Value of 
Value £ Value £ Impts. £ 

Tahora 2A Sec. 3 11343.0.00 8600 8500 100 
Tahora 2B 2B Sec 1 1614.2.00 800 800 -

Tahora 2B 2B Sec 2 1614.2.00 800 800 -

On12 October 1914, Frank Marshall wrote to Native Minister Berries stating that he wished to 

acquire the Tahora 2A Sec 3 block situated in Opotiki county. 1526 Be stated: 

On searching we find an Order in Council was put on the block in 
July last restricting any dealings. In the face of the War lightness of 
the money market, and advantages that would be desired through 
having land settled, we respectfully suggest to you that our action is 
in the best interest of the country, so I seek your co-operation to 
assist myself and friends in this matter. 

The Native Minister replied to Marshall on 19 October 1914, informing him that the proclamation on 

the Tahora No.2A section 3 and other blocks was placed at the request of the settlers of Kutarere and 

Opotiki who desired the Crown to purchase the land for settlement. l527 

:5:5 

1527 

12 .-\ug 1914. Under Sec to Bowler, MA-MLP 1, 1914/58, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, VoLl5, p.51t7 . 
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On I February 1915, Bowler reported to the Under Secretary of his recent purchases of interests in 

the Tahora No. 2A3 block. He noted the total area was 11,343 acres and the valuation given was 

£8,600 which would make each share worth £53.17.3. 1528 

I may say that it was only after a lot of preliminary trouble and 
discussion that I got any signatures to all in the first place. 

The next day I got a reply from the surveyor (Mr Rich) from which 
it was apparent that there will be a considerable shringage in area. I 
calculate, from the figures I obtained from him that the actual area 
will be something like 8,125 acres. This would make each share 
worth £38. 15.3 and one share would represent just under 51 acres. 

The Natives were considerably aggrieved at the reduction in area, 
and probably not without reason, more particularly as I have since 
ascertained from Mr Rich that the Crown award of which this is the 
residue is being cut out at the full original area. 

In order not to block the sale I took the responsibility of slightly 
increasing the price, and bought further interests at £40 per share. 

Mr Rich tells me that the block is nearly all nice country, and IS 

about the best block let. He considers it worth quite 35/- per acre. 

On 8 April 1915, Coleman the East Coast Commissioner wrote to Wairoa Land Purchase Officer 

Goffe regarding the Tahora No.2 block. 1529 He informed Goffe that Tahora 2C and 2F blocks were 

vested in the East Coast Commissioner with the "exception of a timber reserve, two sections 

available for lease and certain areas reserved for farming for the benefit of the Native owners." 

... the whole of the lands are under lease to Europeans from the term 
of twenty one years with right of renewal for a further term of 
twenty one years. 

On 8 July 1915, the Registrar wrote to solicitors Norman Potts regarding the Tahora No.2AE sec 1 

block. He noted that he had received application to summons a meeting of owners but it was noted 

"that the land affected by your application appeared to be Tahora No.2AE 1 sec 2 block which has 

already been sold to Mr Tiffen. 1530 

On 14 April 1916, the County Clerk wrote to the Registrar regarding rates owing on Tahora 2A3 and 

2B sec2B blocks. He requested information that would enable him to collect the rates. 1531 

I Feb 1915, Bowler to Under Sec, MA-MLP I, 19141S8, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VoLlS, ppS169-5170 
8.-\pr 1915, Coleman to Geoffe, MA-MLP l, 1914/58. :-.IaLArch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VoLlS. p.SIS8 
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On 18 September 1916, the Chief Surveyor forwarded a Notice of Release of Lien to the Registrar 

over Tahora 2AEl section 2. The amount of survey lien was £47.7.8 which also included 

interest. 1532 

The following year on 24 January 1917, the Registrar wrote to the County Clerk of the Opotoki 

County Council acknowledging receipts of notices for overdue rents which stated "are owing to your 

Council by the Waiariki District Maori Land Board." The Registrar informed the Clerk that the Board 

was not liable for the rates and "consequently no proceedings can be instituted against the Board." 
1533 

On 22 May 1917, Bowler forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary regarding the Tahora 

2A3 block and 2B2B 1 block. 1534 He noted there was only one owner who "definitely refused to sell 

left in the Tahora 2B2B 1 block. 

It is not worth while to make a special trip on account of these 
blocks alone, but when the point, is decided as to whether further 
purchases in the Urewera blocks are to be commenced I propose to 
arrange another trip to the district. 

On 23 July 1917, the Under Secretary notified the Registrar and forwarded a copy of an Order in 

Council prohibiting any further alienations over Tahora 2A3, 2B2B 1 and 2B2B2 blocks other than 

those in favour of the Crown. 1535 

On 28 July 1917, before the Native Land Court, Wilson the surveyor notified the Court that there 

was a survey lien of £44.16.5 outstanding against the 1Ol2-acre Tahora No.2AE3 s.2 block. 1536 

On 31 July 1918, the Native Department Under Secretary reported to the Lands Department Under 

Secretary informing him of the present position of the Tahora blocks. 1537 He noted: 

\53-1 

1537 

The purchases of these blocks have been under way for many years 
now. The owner of Tahora 2B2B 1 has definitely refused to sell the 
land for the sum of £800. She states that she has cleared a portion of 
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the block and intends to occupy it herself, 'Does the Lands 
Department recommend that an increased price be offered for this 
block? 

The Under Secretary wrote to Bowler on 5 September 1918 informing him of the Lands Department 

recommendation regarding the purchasing of further interests held in the Tahora blocks. 1538 

I would recommend that the Crown's interest in Tahora No.2B2B2 
should be partitioned. 

As Tahora No.2A3 commands the outlet for a large area of Crown 
Land I would strongly recommend that as much of it as possible 
should be bought, and that application for partition be deferred for 
the present. 

Please make a special effort to acquire the balance of Tahora 2A3. 

Are the outstanding owners unwilling to sell on account of the price 
offered or are there other obstacles in the way of acquiring their 
interests. 

Bowler forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary on 18 September 1918, of his opinion to 

the outstanding purchases of the Tahora blocks. 1539 

I do not think that the non-sellers in Tahora 2A3 have any particular 
objection to selling. The bulk of the block has been acquired, and 
the delay in acquiring the outstanding interests is due to the owners 
being scattered and to some of them being dead without successors 
being appointed. 

On 3 February 1919, Bowler forwarded a Schedule of Lands acquired by the Crown which showed 

the Tahora acres purchased as being: 

Block Name Area 
Tahora2A3 4907.1.18 
Tahora 2B2B 1 1614.2.00 
Tahora 2B2B2 502.2.00 

On 7 August 1919, Broderick the Under Secretary for the Lands Department forwarded a report 

from Thomas Cagney a Government Surveyor to the Under Secretary of the Native Department 

regarding the Tahora 2C3 section. 1540 

! 5-10 
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The block in question is a fine piece of land comprising mostly clean 
tawa bush over warm lying hills, with soil of very fair quality 
resting on brown pumice. The value of this block would be very 
considerably enhanced by the formation of the access road to the 
Crown sections about 4 miles of road actually traversing this block. 

Broderick stated that the land in question was administered under the East Coast Native Trust Lands 

Act, 1902. He also noted "there appears to be no doubt the acquisition of this land by the Crown 

would be to the benefit of the subdivision of the land adjoining ... " 

On 2 December 1919, the Native Department Under Secretary wrote to the East Coast Commissioner 

of Gis borne informing him that the Crown was desirous of acquiring an area of 600 acres of Lot 2 

Tahora 2C3 section 2 block. He requested full details of particulars regarding leases, or other 

encumbrances affecting the land and at what price the land would be sold for. 1541 

On 6 December 1919, Coleman from the East Coast Commission replied to the Under Secretary 

regarding Lot 2 Tahora 2C3 section 2 block. 1542 He stated: 

... the above land has been reserved for farming for the owners and 
therefore I should prefer not to sell it. 

If however, it would be a convenience to the Crown to acquire 600 
acres in the section I shall be pleased to consider any proposition in 
the matter. 

This section is not under lease and therefore the whole of the interest 
in the land belongs to the owners subject to a mortgage on the whole 
of the 2C3 section 2 block to F.B. Barker and others for £6000. 

Goffe the Land Purchase Officer wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary on 9 December 

1919 informing him that he had searched the Land Transfer Registrar in regard to the Tahora 2C3 

section which contained 3,396 acres. He estimated the value of the land at £4 per acre. 1543 

On 13 ~farch 1920, an application was made to the Minister of Lands from Tiaki Taka and Te 

Wiremi Paraone who wished to sell their interests in the Tahora No.2A block to Government. 15-1-1 

15-l1 
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There is about 900 acres left of this block and the owners desire to 
sell. 

The Native Department Under Secretary informed the Under Secretary of the Lands Department on 

21 February 1921 that the interests had been acquired of Tahora 2B2B2 block for the sum of £800. 

He also noted that interests were acquired between the 1st. July 1915, and 26th June 1920. 1545 

On 18 March 1921, the Chief Surveyor wrote to the Under Secretary of Lands noting he had been 

informed by the Native Land Purchase officer that he had acquired 5,050 acres in the 8,126-acre 

Tahora 2A3 block. I546 Skeet wished the Land Purchase Officer to be instructed to acquire any 

outstanding interests as early to date as possible as there was a lien of £313.13.0 with interest from 7 

December 1915 due to the Crown. He also assumed the amount would be deducted from the 

purchase money. 

Skeet also referred to the 1,0 12-acre Tahora 2AE3 section 2 block which adjoined 2A section 3 

should also be acquired. He recommended a proclamation prohibiting private dealings to be issued 

and the Land Purchase officer be instructed to purchase at the present Government Valuation of 30/­

per acre. A lien of £30.1. 7 with interest from 15 March 1915 was also due to the Crown and should 

be deducted from the purchase money. 

On 16 April 1921, the Native Department Under Secretary wrote to Bowler informing him that the 

Lands Department wished "further efforts to be made and acquire the outstanding interests in the 

Tahora 2A3 block." 1547 

The Lands Department has pointed out that there is a survey lien of 
£313.13.0 with interest from the 7th December 1915, due to te 
Crown and it is presumed that this is being taken into account when 
paying out the purchase money for the land. 

On 3 May 1921, Bowler reported to the Under Secretary regarding his purchases of interests in the 

Tahora No.2A3 blocks. 1548 He noted that to date 5646a Or 24p had been purchased which left an 

outstanding area of 2478a 3r 16p. He also explained the increased area as compared to his returns. 

15-15 
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IS-IS 

I have quite recently made an especial effort to acqUIre further 
interests, but the results have been disappointing. 
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A meeting of owners would be u.seless.~.and I think that the purchase 
of individual interests offering can now be said to be complete. 

Some of the non-sellers are living on the block and do not own any 
other land. 

On 7 July 1921, the Native Department Under Secretary informed Bowler that it had been decided to 

purchase interests out of the 1,012-acre Tahora 2AE3 section 2 block at Government Valuation of 

30/- per acre. 1549 He also notified Bowler that private alienation of the land had been prohibited for 

12 months to allow for the purchase. 

On 29 August 1921, Bowler reported to the Under Secretary that he had purchased 5 3/5 shares out 

of 11 shares in the Tahora 2AE3 section 2 block: area acquired 596a 3r 36p with outstanding acreage 

of 415a Ors 04p. "Some of the owners are dead and I have lodged succession applications.,,155o 

On 19 October 1922 a partition order was issued over Tahora 2A3 block. 

BLOCK 
NO. 
2A3A 
2A3B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
5644/0/00 
2285/0/00 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

170 
95 

On 30 October 1922, the Chief Surveyor informed the Under Secretary of the Lands Department that 

the Crown's interests were defined in the Tahora 2A3 block. 1551 

5,809 acres awarded to the Crown called Tahoara 2A3A, the residue 
7,316 acres awarded to the non-sellers to be called Tahora 2A3B. 

On 9 February 1927, solicitors Potts and Hodgson wrote to the Native Land Purchase Officer 

informing him that they had been instructed by the Opotiki County Council to collect rates upon the 

1614 acre Tahora 2B block. 1552 

: :'50 

Some of the Natives inform us that this block was sold to the Crown 
some years ago, and we shall be glad if you will inform us if this is 
correct. 

7 July 1921, Under Sec to Bowler, MA-MLP I, 1921117, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VoU5. pp52~-+-5275 
29 Aug 1921, Bowler to Under Sec, MA-MLP I, 1921/17, Nat.Areh., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, VoU5. p.52i2 

30 Oct 1922, Chf Surv to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1,191-+/58, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VoL 15. p.51':;5 
9 Feb 1927. Hodgson to Nat Land Purchase Officer. MA-MLP I. 191-1./58. 0iat.Arch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. 

Vol.l5, p.5129 
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On 20 May 1927, Judge Holland confirmed an outstanding amount of rates of £6.14.2 being.due tQ 

the Opotiki County Council from the period 1 April 1925 to 31 March 1927. The Court ordered a 

payment to be made of 8/- for part Tahora No.2AE3s.2. 1553 

On 12 September 1927, Tuirina Netana from Waimana wrote to the Native Minister requesting the 

consolidation of their interests in Tahora No.2G3 section 2 into the Tauwharemanuka block. 'This 

application has been actuated by the desire to have our elders interests in one block." 155-1 By 20 

October Judge Harvey minuted the file: "The proposal does not appear feasible." 

On 4 April 1928, the Native Department Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to Goffe 

regarding 33 acres still to be acquired out of Tahora 2AE3 section 2 block. He noted "every effort" 

should be made to acquire these interests. 1555 

On 29 October 1928 a partition was carried out over the Tahora 2A3B block. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

2A3B1 
2A3B2 
2A3B3 
2A3B4 
2A3B5 
2A3B6 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

604/3/32 
387/0/00 
13110/32 
174/2/00 
458/0/00 
53111/00 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

17 
4 
1 
5 
19 

105 

On 13 May 1929, Goffe reported to the Native Department Under Secretary regarding outstanding 

interests in the Tahora 2AE3 section 2 block. 1556 He noted: 

1556 

I have to state of the remammg owners (6), three live at 
Maungapohatu, one in the back country at Whakatane, one in the 
back county near Mohaka, Wairoa, and the other at Raukokore. The 
money due to each is very small and unless these persons are called 
on at their homes, there is only a slight chance of getting them. I 
was in hopes that I could have cleaned this block up at the Gisbome 
Hui or the Ngarawahia one, when I expected they, or some of them 
would be present. However, they did not tum up. 

20 \Iay 1927, Rates Order, Box 1071, B.O.File 1505B. Rotorua :VILC 
1 ~ A.ug 1927, Tuirina Netana, MA 1/572,29/417 Part 2. lirewera Consolidation. Nat.Arch. Wgtn. [NB although [he 
tr:lnsl:J.tion says "12 August" the original says "12/9"] 
-\. Apr 1928. Under Sec to Goffe. MA-MLP 1, 1921117, Nat.Arch. Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vol.l5. p.5269 

13 '\'-Iay 1929, Goffe to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1, 1921/17, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Yol.l5, p.5265 
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I have refrained in the past from following them up on the score of 
expense ... They would sell as their friends have already done so. It 
is only a matter of calling on them. They live in remote places. 

, . 
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Tu~irarangaia 

(8,656 acres) 

On 28 November 1890 the Tuararangaia block was bought before Judge Gudgeon of the Native 

Land Court for its investigation of title. 1557 One application for hearing was made by Te Whaiti Paora 

and others on 27 Novemer 1884 and another by Pene Te Huki and others on 21 May 1890. 

Te Whaiti Paora presented his evidence before the Court claiming through ancestry and occupation. 

He named the boundaries of the block he claimed. Te Whaiti Paora then stated that he knew the land 

and claimed all of it. Pene Te Huki also stated that he claimed the block on behalf of the Ngati 

Pukeko tribe. He also made claim to the boundaries given by Te Whaiti Paora and ~gati Hamua. 

Penetito Hawea made claim on behalf of Ngati Awa to the Tuararangaia block from the point where 

the confiscation boundary crosses the Rangitiki river. He too claimed through ancestry, conquest and 

occupation. He noted that Okahuhura was a very old ancestral place of residence and that he "visited 

it now." 1558 Evidence on the two cases was given through to 9 December. 

On 20 January 1891 the Court after hearing all the evidence before it proceeded to deliver the 

judgement on the Tuararangaia block. 1559 The judgement began by outlining the scope of the three 

claims. 

This is an application by Paora te Whaiti and others for an award of 
the Court to the Hamua, Warahoe and Tuhoe tribes of a block of 
land known as Tuararangaia ... 

To this application ther are three counter claimants ... 
1. Pene Te Huki who on behalf of the Ngati Pukeko tribe claim the 
whole block on the grounds of ancestry, occupation and conquest 
the ancestor being Marupuku. 

2. Penetito Hawea who claims on behalf of the Ngati Tiipoti and 
Warahoe hapus of Ngati Awa, that portion of the block from 
Rangitiki to the top of the watershed and the eastern watershed for 
the Ngati Pukeko tribe, his claim being founded on ancestry, 
conquest and occupation. 

3. Te Hurinui Apanui claims the \vhole of the block for the various 
hapus of Ngati Awa including Wareahoe who are domiciled among 

28 ,'<ov 1890.Whabtane .'vlbk.3. pp 229-288. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. pp5279-5337 
\Vhabtane Mbk.3. p. 230. Supporting Papers. Vo1.16. p.5280 
20 Jan 1891. Whakatane .'vlbkA, ppI47-152, Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. pp5376-5381 
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them. This claim is also based on ancestry, conques~ an~. 
occupation, the ancesor being Uemua. These claims will be dealt' 
with in the reverse order of importance. 

The Court then addressed the claims by going over evidence that had been given before. The Court 

discussed the ancestral claim, the conquest claims and occupation claims. Its decision was given: 

The evidence given by all the parties to the suit is unsatisfactory, and 
it is evident to the Court that for the last 50 years the land has 
practically been unoccupied: at most only one or two persons 
residing on it. The balance of the evidence in favor of the Hamua, 
Warahoe and Ngaitama being the rightful owners, but at the same 
time the Court is unable to say that the Ngati Pukeko have no claim. 

The Court therefore awards to Ngati Pukeko 1,000 acres onthe 
Waiohau boundary of Tuararangaia and the remainder of the block 
to such of the Hamua, Warahoe and Ngaitama tribes or shall be 
found entitled to these lands. 

The land of Ngaitama to be cut off from those of Hamua and 
Warahoe if it is possible to so do without survey. 

Over the next few days the Court received lists of names from the groups of claimants. On 

27 January 1891 the Court asked whether the Tuararangaia block be "restricted" and this 

was answered in the "affirmative". The land was restricted accordingly. 

On 29 January 1891 the Court ordered the following titles: 1560 

Tuararangaia No.1 in favor of Ngai Tamatuira -

Turarangaia No.2 in favor of Ngati Pukeko -

(3,500a.) 

(l,OOOa.) 

Turarangaia No.3 in favor of Ngati Hamua and Warahoe - (4, 156a.) 

715 owners 

406 owners 

293 owners 

On 9 June 1892, Land Purchase Officer Henry Mitchell wrote to Native Minister Cadman regarding 

the Tuararangaia block. 1561 

15110 

ISfll 

A Native of some importance amongst his own small section of 
owners of above named block expresses a desire to dispose of his 
interests therein to Government and states that a great many others 
would join with him in the sale if a beginning is made. As the block 
is a good one containing much desirable timber and pastoral country 
I forward his letter enclosed herewith for your perusal. His name is 
Te Whaiti Paora of Ngati Hamua ... 

29 hn lS91, Whakatane Mbk.4. Supporting Papers, VoL16, pp5393-5436 
9 June lS92. Mitchell to Cadman, MA-MLP 1. 190116<1-, Nau\rch., \Vgtn" Supporting Papers, VoLl6. p,5-1-S:: 
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On 5 July 1892 Under Secretary Sheridan was sent title particulars for the Tuararangaia Nos. [, 2, 

and 3 block. These orders were dated 29 January 1891. 1562 

No.1 & 3 are inalienable 
No.2 is not restricted. 

There are 714 owners in No.1 and 406 in No.2 and 293 in No.3. 
There are two applications for rehearing one of which appears to 
refer to the whole block not yet disposed of. 

On the same day, Cadman received a telegram from F.M. Camachan of Whakatane who stated that 

"Hone Tawawari and thirty others wish to sell their shares in Tuararangaia will you purchase ... ,,1563 

Sheridan minuted the telegram stating the block could not be dealt with until a question of rehearing 

was disposed of. 

T.W. Morpeth of Auckland telegraphed Sheridan on 15 April 1893, infonning him that Mr George 

Brown had called accompanied by the chief Netana regarding a block of land at Ruatoki named 

Tuararangaia. 1564 

... the N ati ves now in Auckland gaol and said to be amongst the 
owners and say they are willing to sell to Gov[emmen]t. Netana 
who states he is one of the owners say the block passed the Court in 
1891 and adjoins the one now being surveyed by Creagh. The 
Natives are anxious to get some money before they leave on 
Tuesday. Please let the Minister know. 

On 18 April 1894, Surveyor General Percy Smith wrote to Sheridan regarding the value of the 

Tuararangaia block. 1565 

The Tuararangia block will all come in for pastoral county of second 
class nature, I think this is a desirable purchase. Looking to the price 
the Lands Dep[artmen]t could let it at, I think Gov[ernment] could 
not afford to give more than 3/- or 4/- an acre. 

On 14 June 1893, Sheridan forwarded a minute to the Native Minister recommending that 3/6 per 

acre be offered. When this was approved Sheridan also telegraphed Morpeth instructing him to: 1566 

! 56} 

1565 

5 July 1892. Edgar to Sheridan. MA-MLP 1. 1901164. "iaLArch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Yo1.16. p.5481 
5 July 1392. Carnachan [0 Cadman, MA-MLP I. 1901164, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Yo!. 16. p.5-1-79 

15 :-\pril 1893. ~lorpeth [0 Sheridan, :VIA-MLP 1. 1901/6-1-. "iaLArch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. V01.16. p5-1-76-

5-1-77 
18 Apr 1393. Percy Smith to Sheridan. MA-MLP 1. 190116-1-. Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. V01.16. p.5473 
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Inform the Natives that if purchase of Tuararangaia is decided upon 
the Land Purchase officer for Bay of Plenty District will 
communicate with them. Land is understood be of very little value -
a report is being obtained. 

On 30 June 1893, CM. Buckworth wrote to Colonel Roberts, the Resident Magistrate of 

Whakatane, informing him that he had received a visit from several Urewera Chiefs: 1567 

... Paora Kingi, Reu Tamaikoha, Netana and others have asked me 
to write to you saying that they are anxious to sell their interests in 
the Tuararangaia block and they wish to know if the Government are 
willing to purchase the same and at what price. Hoping that you will 
let me know as soon as possible. 

Land Purchase Under Secretary Richard Gill replied directly to Buckworth on 6 July 1893 regarding 

his letter to Roberts: 1568 

... please inform Paora Kingi and other owners of the Tuararangaia 
block 1, 2 & 3 containing 8,656 acres that I will some time during 
this month visit Whakatane in the matter of this purchase, due notice 
of which I will inform you of. 

On 11 August 1893, Gill wrote to Sheridan seeking instructions on how to deal with the 

Turararangaia block noting "the Natives are frequently making enquiry.,,1569 The purchase price had 

been approved by the Native Minister and Gill supplied a summary of owners and shares held. 

No.1 block 
No.2 block 
No.3 block 

716 owners 
406 owners 
287 owners 

847 shares 
1,008 shares 
9,854 shares 

Sheridan replied to Gill on 19 August 1893 confirming that the purchase price of 3/6 per acre had 

been approved. 1570 He therefore instructed Gill to: 

... go ahead without unreasonable undulate expenses there are no 
reasons why you sh[oul]d not start at once. 

';60 Jun~ 1893. Sheridan telegram to .'v!orpeth, YlA-MLP 1, 1901/64, Nat.:'I.rch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papas. VoLl6. 
p.5469 

\ 570 

30 June 1893, Buckworth to Col Roberts. MA-MLP 1, 1901/64, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. p.5467 
6 July 1893, Gill to Buckworth. MA.-y!LP 1, 1901/64, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. p.5466 
11 .\ug 1893, Gill to Sheridan, yL\-y!LP I, 1901/64. Nat.Arch., W gtn., Supporting Papers. VoL 16. p.5458 
19 .\ug 1893. Sheridan to Gill. MA-y!LP I, 1901/64, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VoL 16. p.5459 
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On 30 August 1893, departmental officials Morpeth informed Sheridan th.a,t tHere was a survey lien 

of £347.5.4 registered against the Turararangia block due to the Surveyor General for survey carried 

out in 1885. 1571 Sheridan then minuted Gill on 2 September 1893 informing him of this survey lien. 
1572 

If this lien would not reduce the price of shares to an amount which 
would make the purchase impracticable it sh[oul]d be deducted pro 
rata. 

Gill telegraphed Sheridan on 11 May 1894 informing him he had commenced arrangements for the 

purchase of the Turararangaia block. 1m 

Have arranged to purchase Tuararangaia number three, four 
thousand, one hundred and fifty six acres (4,156) for price 
authorised three shillings and six pence per acre less proportion of 
survey lien unless hearing from you shall commence paying money 
first thing tomorrow morning purchase of the other blocks will 
follow. 

On 11 May 1896 the Tuararangaia No.3 block was before the Native Land Court for an application 

of partition in favor of the Crown for the purchase of 4,156 acres. 1574 

I ask for a partition of this land in favor of the Crown. There are 287 
owners in 9,854 equal shares. 

Of these shares 513 6 have been purchased by the Cro wn 
representing 2,166 acres. I ask for an order for the Crown for 2,166 
acres leaving to the non-sellers 4,718 shares equal to 1,990 acres. 

122 owners have sold 
165 owners have not sold 

I ask that the portion to be given the Crown may be taken in from 
the south side of the block (adjoining Tuararangi No.2 boundary) ... 

This request was agreed to. On 16 July 1901, Judge Brown forwarded an order in favor of the 

Crown for Tuararangaia No.3A block (2,166a).1575 Tuararangaia No.3B of 1.990 acres remained. 

1571 

\572 

157] 

157-1 

: 575 

30 Augus[ 1893. Morpe[h [Q Sheridan, MA-MLP I, 1901/64, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. p.5457 
2 Sept 1893. Sheridan to Gill, MA-MLP 1, 1901/64. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6, p.5457 
II ~lay 1:394, Gill to Sheridan, MA-MLP I, 1901l64. Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting PJpers, Vo1.l6. pp5454-5455 
11 May 1:396, Opotiki Mbk.14, pp.160-161, Supporting Papers. Vol.,16 pp5438-5439 
16 July 1901, Judge Brown to Sheridan. MA-MLP 1. 1901/64, Nal.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting PJpers, Vo1.l6, p.5450 
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In the meantime, on 8 December 1898, the Chief Surveyor's application to the Native Land Court for 

a claim of £140.8.3 on a charging order for the Tuararangaia No.1 block was heard. 1576 

Objectors were called for before the Court. Akuhata te Kaha sworn: 

I object because 39 days are charged for delays to the surveys 
because he came upon the land before some of the owners had 
consented to have the land surveyed. 

Mr Kallender the survyor stated: 

This charge £105.6.0 on the whole block of Tuararangaia .and the 
proportion due to this land about £39. 

The order was made. 

Tuararangaia No.2 block had a charge of £40.2.4 lodged for survey. Again an objection was raised. 

Tamati Waka: 

I object because it was not us at Pukiko who delayed this survey. 
They did not even apply to have the land surveyed. They did not 
delay the surveyor did not even know the survey was being made. 

Mr Kallender noted: "The delayed expensed on this lot is £12.7.10" 

The Court considered that the Ngati Pakiko tribe should not be made 
to suffer for delays caused by the Urewera tribe. 

But if the Chief Surveyor at Auckland feels aggrieved the Court will 
amend the order in by adding the porportion of £12.7.0 due to 
recoup the survey department. Order made for £27.15.4. 

Turararangaia No.3 block also had an outstanding charging order of £79.16.9. Rini Maurera sworn: 

I am an owner. My objection is that I did not take part in delaying 
the suveyor. The Court informed the claimant that he was living at 
the time when the survey was made along side this land and that it 
considers him and his respondent for the delay ... Order made for 
£79.16.9 

8 Dec 1898, Whak:1tane Mbk.6-7. pp.ll-l-6 Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6. pp54-1.1-5443 
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On 26 September._.1 907, Mr Ballantine. appeared before the Land Court with a senes of Crown 

cases: IST 

1 have been here for several days and have invited the owners to pay 
up for the charging orders in these cases but they have not done so, 
and I must now ask the Court to cut out of each block a sufficient 
area in each case to pay the survey charge. 

Several Matahina subdivisions, but also Tuararangaia blocks as follows: 

Block 

No.1 

No.2 

Charge Interest 

£146.3.8 £36.10.11 

£27. 15.4 £ 6. 18. 10 

Cost of 
Cutting off Total Result 

No.3B £83.1.7 £20.15.5 

£30.0.00 £212.14.7 

£ 17.0.00 £ 51.14.2 

£30.0.00 £133.17.0 

@ 5/': ari acre = 881 a. (ie No.1 A) 

@ 5/- an acre = 207a. (ie No.2A) 

@ 5/- an acre = 536a. (ie No.3B 1) 

On 20 January 1908 the StoutlNgata Commission sat at Whakatane. 1s78 Te Ponawhe Maihana 

presented the case of the 1,000-acre Tuararangaia No.2 block which had 406 owners: "I personally 

desire this to be sold." On the following day, however, Te Ponauhe Meihana stated that it was a 

wish to have Tuararangaia No.2 block "incorporated. Commission to have power to sell or lease 

land and timber.,,1579 

Five years later, on 7 July 1913, Tamati Waaka and 15 others wrote to the Native Minister wishing 

to sell their interests in Waiohau No.2 and Turararangaia No.2B block (793a.) for £2 per acre to the 

Government. 1580 

The area of these two blocks is 2100 acres more or less. Please let 
us know what is the mind of the Government concerning this offer 
of ours. 

On 21 July 1913, soliciotr Charles Buckworth wrote to the Native Minister informing him that he 

had met a large deputation from the "Ngatipukeko Natives" who he stated were anxious to dispose of 

several blocks of land in the district. 1581 

1577 26 Sept 1907. Whakatane Nlbk.9, pp177-9 Supporting Papers. Vol.16. pp5445-5M7 
,m 20 hn 1908, Ngata Minute Book NoA . .'vIA 78/4, Nat Arch ppl6 & 19 [not copied] 
15" 21 Jan 1908. Ngata Minute Book NoA. :VIA 78/4, Nat Arch p30 [not copied] 
i 580 7 July 1913, Tamati Waaka et al to Nat :VIinister, ~[A-MLP I, 1913/4-1-, :-JZ!t.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Vo1.16. 

pp550S &5508 
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The firm which I am representing do not. deal ~ith Native Lands, 
but I told the Natives that I would write to you as Native Minister 
and recommend the purchase by the Crown of the Tuararangia and 
Waiohau blocks which they are anxious to dispose of. 

The Crown has already purchased a portion of the Turarangaia block 
which is situated between Ruatoki and the Rangikaiki River, it is 
very good bush land and if cut up into suitable sized sections would 
be readily taken up. The Waiohau block adjoins it and contains flat 
land of good quality. This land will be within easy access of the East 
Coast Railway. They also state they are willing to sell a portion of 
the Omataroa block which adjoins the above. 

On 28 July 1913, the Native Minister replied to Buckworth acknowledging receipt of his letter and 

stating he would refer the matter to the Native Land Purchase Board. 1582 

On 6 September 1913, Judge Browne minuted the Under Secretary regarding the proposed purchase 

of Waiohau No.2 and Tuararangaia No.2B block. 1583 He stated: 

The Native owners are making no use of these blocks and I have not 
the least doubt but that they would be willing to sell at £2 per acre. 
The land however, as far as I can learn, is of poor quality - it is 
worth about from 10/- to 15/- per acre - and is not very suitable for 
settlement. To make sure however, I have arranged with Mr Burch 
the District Valuer who will be in the locality next week, to inspect 
the blocks and let me know the exact position. On receipt of his 
report I will communicate again with you. You can then inform me 
if the Gov[ernmen]t is prepared to go any further in this matter. 

On 15 March 1914, District Valuer Burch forwarded his report regarding the 793-acre Turararangaia 

No.2B block. 1584 He reported: 

153l 

ISS'" 

Some 400 acres of this block is bush country, half of which is very 
good easy Tawa bush, the other half is Rewa Rewa and Manuka 
spurs of poor quality and very rough in character. The balance of the 
block is open fern land of extremely poor quality, is very steep and 
rough, and forms a bluff around which the Rangitaiki River flows. 

The whole block contains a very heavy coating of Tarawera scoria ... 

21 July 1913, Buckworth to Nat Minister, MA-MLP 1, 1913144, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. VoLl6, 

p.5509 
28 July 1913. Nat Yhn to C. Buckworth. MA-MLP 1,1913/44, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. p.5511 
6 Sept 1913. Judge Brown to Under Sec. yIA-MLP l. 1913/44. :--Iat.Arch .. Wgm., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. pp5486-

5487 
15 \larl914. Burch to Offer in Charge. MA-MLP l. \913/44. Nat.Arch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. p.5502 
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On 29 May 1914, Wepiha Whatanui wrote to the Native Minister requesting that he "open up the 

purchase of the Tuararangaia block.,,1585 

... so that those who have not already sold may now do so. The 
majority of owners have sold their shares, so I want to sell mine. 

On 18 July 1914, the Under Secretary wrote to Land Purchase Officer Bowler regarding the 

purchase of Waiohau No.2 and Tuararangaia No.2B blocks to inform him that the Native Land 

Purchase Board agreed to accept the offer of the owners to sell the blocks to the Crown at a price 

"greatly in excess of the Government Valuation.,,1586 

Purchasing also began in Tuanlrangaia IB. By 3 February 1919, Bowler forwarded a Schedule of 

Lands acquired by the Crown which showed the acres of Tuararangaia partitions purchased as being: 

Block Name Area 
Tuararangaia No. IB 1619.0.00 
Tuararangaia No. 2B 793.0.00 

By 1920, therefore, it appears that the only partition of Tuararangaia remaining was Tuararangaia 

No.3B2 of 1,474 acres. 

:535 ::9 :-'by 1914, Wepiha Whatanui to \i1t ~lin, MA-MLP 1,1913/44, NaLAreh .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vol.l6, 

p.5491 
18 Juiy 1914, Under Sec to Bowler. \!A-MLP 1,1913/44, NaLAreh., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vol.16. p.54S9 
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Waimana 

(10,491 acres) 

The history of Waimana, its title investigation in 1885 and the subsequent purchase of partitions are 

documented in some detail in other reports. 1537 Therefore, this narrative focuses on the period of 

Crown action after 1900. 

Two early partitions on Waimana occurred in 1905 and 1910. 

DATE BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

28/811905 lCI 200010100 10 
1C2 104310100 
1C3 100/0/00 3 

29/911910 1C1A 74712123 10 
lC1B 81/3/00 3 
lC1C 115113120 11 

Meanwhile, in August 1908 Te Whetu Paerata and another petitioned the Speaker of the House 

regarding the Waimana No.1D block. 1588 

This is a pray from us your petitioners in regard to our land named 
Te Waimana No.lD. 

Because the older children of a family have been struck out and the 
younger children included, therefore it is right that a Court should be 
asked for to enquire into our rights to the said land; let it be placed 
under the Act of the year 1896. 

The Native Department Under Secretary wrote to the Registrar wishing him to report on the above 

block. The Registrar replied on 13 August 1908. 1589 He stated that the Waimana block was first 

investigated by Judge Halse at Opotiki on 19 June 1878. Judge Monro subsequently reheard the case 

and a new award was made on 19 March 1880. This block was divided on 17 February 1885 and an 

Order for a Crown Grant be issued to Rakuraku Rehu and 7 others to the 1,250-acre Waimana ID 

block. 

i5S"7 See Judith Binney, Urewera Overview Part II: 1878-1912, Chapter Three. P:lrl A. 200 I. Also Anita Miles. Te Crewer:l. 

Wait:lngi Tribunal, March 1999, pp227-233 
.3 .-\ugust 1908, Te Whetu Paerata et al to P:lriiament. MA I 1908/416, ~Jt.Arch .. \Vgm. 
13 .-\ug 1908, Registrar to Under Sec. ~vl.-\ 11908/416, Nat.Arch., Wgm. 
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The Native Department Under Secretary then infotmed the Chairman of the Native Affairs 

Committee of the same information he had received from the Registrar. 1590 He also noted that he was 

"unable to throw any light" on the statements made about the children of a family being left out and 

younger children included. The minutes contained nothing to indicate that such was the case. 

At this time, the Registrar forwarded to Native Department Under Secretary Sheridan particulars of 

titles to the Waimana Block and its subdivisions. 1591 

DATE Block name Alienation No Name of Owner 
Owners 

.18/2/1895 lA Purchase 22 Robert Browning. Solicitor Auckland 

" Purchase 7 R. Browning 

" Purchase 2 R. Browning 

" Purchase 10 Frederick Swindley. Gentleman Tauranga 

10/3/1885 " Purchase Swindley R. Browning 

20/8/1885 " Purchase Browning F. Swindley 

20/8/1886 " Mortgage Swindley B.N.Z. 

3/2/1888 " Purchase Sup Crt B.N.Z 

22/8/1890 " Purchase B.N.Z B.N.Z. Estates Co Ltd 

28/10/1896 " Purchase B.N.Z. The Assets Realization Brd 

17/2/1885 1B 34 Inalienable absolutely 

171211885 lC 20 Nil 

17/2/1885 1D 8 Nil 

2/2/1885 IE Purchase 3 Jemina Shera. wife of Merchant 

27/2/1886 " Purchase Shera John Shera Merchant Auckland 

26/7/1902 " Purchase National Bk Margaret Beale Auckland 

On 18 November 1911 partition cases were heard by the Native Land Court over Waimana lClA 

blocks. The partition had been arranged by the applicants, therefore the Court issued the orders. 15'i~ 

BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.f.p) OWNERS 

1C1A1 189/2/08 3 
lClA2 226/2/00 1 
lClA3 325/1/09 8 

ICIA3A 192/3/38 1 
IC1A3B 13111110 7 

.)')1} 31 Aug 1908. Under Sec to Chairman. N!A I 1908/-1-16. ~at.Arch .. Wgtn. 
I)')! Closed File Series 216. Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua MLe. 

18 Nov 19f1. Whakatane Mbk 10, pp250-252, Supporting Papers, Vol. 16, pp5513-5515 
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Later in November a further partition case was heard before the Court. This was over Waimana -I.B1 

block. This block was partitioned into 6 divisions as follows. 1593 

BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 
1B 1 156/0/35 6 
1B2 
1B3 3912110 4 
1B4 6712110 9 
1B5 5210135 2 
1B6 14213120 

On 8 December 1911 the Waimana 1D block came before the Court for an application of partition. 

Taua Rekuraku stated before the Court that he had arranged the partition of the block. He gave the 

divisions before the Court who later issued the orders as follows: 1594 

BLOCK SIZE 
NO. (a.r.p) 
1D1 245/3130 
1D2 41313116 
1D3 7712107 
1D4 19411105 
IDS 31212100 

1D5A 15510/29 
1D5B 154/3/30 

Other partitions happened on this and the next day. 

DATE BLOCK SIZE 
NO. (a.r.p) 

8112/1911 1CIC1 46113/00 
1C1C2 
1C1C3 229/2/00 
1C1C4 23011120 

9112/1911 1C1C4A 11511110 
lC1C4B 115/2/09 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

6 
3 
2 
2 

1 
1 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 

1 
7 

1 
6 

On 7 June 1912 the Waimana IB lC block was before the Native Land Court for partition. One 

applicant wished his interests cut out to enable him to remove his house. 1595 This was approved of 

by the Court and the partition was made as follows: 

22 Nov 1911. Whakatane Mbk 10. pp288-29I, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6, pp5517-5520 
8 Dec 1911, Whakatane Mbk 11, pp35--B, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6. pp5522-5529 
7 June 1912. Whakatane Mbk 20. pp266-267, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6, pp5562-5563 



BLOCK 
NO. 

IB 1Cl 
IBIC2 

669 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
12/0/30 
balance 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
remalOlOg 

On the same day the Waimana IB I block was also partitioned. 1596 

BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

lBlA 13/0/00 1 
IBlB 45/2/33 1 
IBlC 24/1120 15 
IBID 55/3/13 13 

On 15 August 1912, an application was made for a meeting of owners for the proposal of James 

Wardlaw for lease over Waimana IB block which contained 10 acres. Term of lease to be 25 years at 

a rental of 10/- per acre. 1597 On 15 February 1913, a resolution was confirmed by a meeting of 

owners to lease Waimana IB block to James Wardlaw for 25 yrs at a rental of 10/- 1 S[ lOyrs, 12/- 2nd 

11 yrs. "Survey to be paid - half by lessee and half by lessors." 1598 

On 31 August, Gilbert Kirkbride wrote to Native Minister Herries on behalf of the Waimana Branch 

of the Farmers Union to draw his attention to the "large extent of idle Native land adjoining our 

settlement." 1599 He stated: 

... which not one acre has been put on the market, although the late 
Gov[ernmen]t are supposed to have purchased 40,000 acres. 

Relying on your knowledge of Native Affairs and your keen desire 
to have the land thrown open for settlement, we trust you will 
endeavour to at least have some of this country open for selection 
before next bush felling season. 

The following month, Herries replied to Kirkbridge regarding the concern of the Waimana Farmers 

Union to "idle Native Land" adjoining their settlement. 1600 He stated: 

15% 

i597 

7 June 1912, Whakatane Nlbk 11, pp280-281, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6, pp5530-5531 
15 Aug 1912, Application for meeting of owners. BA11. 11192, Box 95e. 5744, NaLArch., Auck., Supporting 

Papers, VoLI7, p.5797 
15 Feb 1913, Resolution of Meeting, BA11. 11192, Box 95e, 5744, NaL:\rch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. vol.I!. 

p.5796 
31 Aug 1912, Kirkbridge to Herries, MA-MLP t. ,910128 Part I, NaLArch, Wgtn. 

10110 9 Sept 1912, Herries to Kirkbridge, MA-MLP l. 1910eS Part l. NaLArch .. Wgtn. 
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... these matters are receivifig my earnest attention, but that in so 
many of the Urewera blocks, the title is not clear and the 
Government cannot proceed to cut them up until the title is 
absolutely complete. 

On 1 April 1913, Auctioneers Nicholson and Co wrote to the Registrar regarding the Waimana 1 C 

and ID blocks. They requested to be infonned of any application being made for the block which 

comprised 3,339 acres. 1601 

If no application has been made for same, would you kindly let us 
know whose name the title is in, or if it still belongs to the Maoris, 

The Registrar replied three days later stating that the land they referred towas Waimana Nos lC2 and 

3 and parts of NO.ICI and 1D. 1602 

The title to 1 C2 is registered in the Land Transfer Office. The titles 
to 1C1,3 and 1D are still in the names of the Native owners. 
Particulars of any alienations (if any) are not recorded in this office 
but in the office of the Waiariki District Maori Land Board at 
Rotorua. 

On 14 February 1914, an application for confinnation was forwarded by Mark J. Flood and Denis 

W. Kirk for the purchase from one owner, Harata Patutoro in Waimana 1CIC3 block which 

contained 229a 2r for the consideration of £1 ,300. 1603 

During 1914, the following Waimana partitions took place: 1604 

;601 

DATE BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

24/6/1914 IB1D1 12/1/25 8 
IBID2 43/2/11 5 

24/6/1914 1D2A 62/08/66 3 
1D2B 186/0/27 4 
ID2C 10/2/02 1 
1D2D 155/0/21 4 

I Apr 1913, Auctioneers to Reg, Closed File Series 217, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 191 L Rotorua :VILC 
Supporting Papers. VoLl6, p,5600 
3 .\pr 1913, Reg (0 Auctioneers. Closed File Series 217. Waimana Correspondence - Closed 191 L Ro(Orua :VILC 
Supponing Papers, VoL 16. p.5599 
1.+ Feb 1914, Application ior Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192. Box 67e. 3975, NaLArch" AucL Supporting P:1pers, 

VoLl7, p,5837 
~cl- June 191cl-. Whakatane Mbk 12, pp321-322, Supporting Papers. VoLl6, p5533-553cl-
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On 28 August 1914, an application for recommendation was forwarded by Percy A. W<v./aterson of 

Waimana for the lease over Waimana I D2A block containing 62a Or 6p for 21 years at 10/- per acre 

for the first 7 years, 2nd 7 yrs 12/6 per acre and balance at 15/- per acre. 1605 

On 13 November 1914, the Land Board President informed the Native Department Under Secretary 

about the lease recommendation over Waimana 1D2A section. He noted that "the owners have 

sufficient other land, that they are making no use of this land and therefore desire to lease it.",so6 On 

the same day, the President reported to the Under Secretary in connection with the Board's 

recommendation for the proposed lease over the 186-acre Waimana ID2B. 1607 He noted: 

... the owners have plenty of other land that they are making no use 
of this land and therefore desire to lease it. 

On 21 November 1914, the Native Department Under Secretary informed the Native Minister that the 

Waiariki Maori Land Board had confirmed a lease to Percy Waterson over Waimana 1D2B block. 
1608 

At this time, the following Waimana partitions took place: 1609 

DATE BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

1711111914 A3A 42111138 27 
A3B 957/2/02 665 

2311111914 ID2Al 1011/14 1 
ID2A2 51/2/32 1 

On 1 December 1914 the Waimana ID4 block was before the Court for partition. The partition had 

already been arranged and a request for a road to be laid off was also made. 1610 The Court issued the 

following partitions. 

1605 

1606 

160-:-

BLOCK 
NO. 

ID4A 
ID4B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
8/0/00 

3011111 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
7 

28 :\ug 1914. Application for Recommendation, BAJJ, 11192. Box 86b, 5085. \iat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 
VoLl7, p.5868 
13 \iOY 1914, President to Under Sec. 11192, Box 811,4855, NaLArch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. VoL 17. p.5J3S 
13 \jOY 1914, President to Under Sec, \-!A I 19261307, NaLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers,VoU7. p.5738 
:1 :\ov 1914, Under Sec to Nat Min . .'vIAl 1926/307NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VoLl7. p.5737 

:"1)<' 24 June 1914, WhakJtane Mbk 12, pp321-322. Supporting Papers, VoLl6. p55:3-5534 
,,,:<, I DeC 1914, Whakatane Mbk 13. pp63-64, Supporting Papers, VoLl6, pp5544-S545 
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ID4C 155/3/21 9 

On 23 December 1914, Leonard Buddie, a solicitor of Whakatane, wrote to the Land Board 

President regarding the Waimana IB6 block. He stated that "a very peculiar transaction has arisen 

relative to the above block."1611 Buddie noted that the "owners of this block are desirous of 

transferring all their interests ... that such transfer should take the form of a deed of gift and of course 

no monetary consideration would pass." 

Boynton himself is a youth and apparently without land and he is 
extremely anxious to secure a transfer of and cultivate the above 
block. His relatives the present owners have I understand large areas 
of land and they therefore would not be losing anything by the gift 
of the block. 

I understand that Boynton has money but I doubt whether he has 
sufficient to finance the block. It was his intention that one he got 
the land he would utilise his money in making improvements on the 
property and in farming generally. 

The President replied to BuddIe on 6 January 1915 regarding the transaction over Waimana No.IB6 

block. He noted "there does not appear to be anything in the Native Land Acts absolutely prohibiting 

a deed of gift." He stated that BuddIe was "quite right in assuming that the Board does not regard 

such deeds with any great favor." 1612 

On 14 January 1915, an application for confirmation was forwarded by Percy A. W. Waterson for 

the lease over Waimana ID2A2 block which contained 51a 2r 32p for a period of 21 years at the 

same annual rental as ID2A. 1613 

On 29 January 1915, Harron the solicitor acting on behalf of the owner of Waimana lCIC4A block 

(l15a Or 30p) forwarded a schedule of other lands owned by the sole owner Hurinui Apanui . 1614 

An application of confirmation was also forwarded on the same day for the purchase from Hurinui 

Apanui of Waimana lCIC4A block to George and Stephen Shalfoon, Storekeepers of Opotiki for 

the sum of £500. 1615 

"II 23 Dec I 91..!-. Buddie to President. File Series 217. Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1919. Rotorua :VILe. Supporting 
Papers. Vo1.l6, pp5592-5593 

161 ~ 

\013 

[61.1 

6 Jan 1915, President to Buddie. File Series 217, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1919, Rotorua :VILe. Supporting 
Papers, Vo1.l6, p5591 
14 Jan 1915. Application for Confirmation. BAJJ, 11192. Box 811, 4855, NaLArch., Auck. 
29 Jan 1915. Schedule or other lands, BAJJ. 1119: Box 12g. 739. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting PJpers. VolT!. 

p.S787 
29 Jan 1915. Confirmation of Sale, BAJJ. 11192 Box 12g. 739. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papas, VoLl7. 

p 5786 
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On 24 June 1915, the following Waimana partition took place. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

IBID2A 
IBID2B 
IBID2C 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
14/1/14 
11/2/30 
17/2/07 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
1 

On 20 July 1915 a declaration was taken from an owner in the Waimana lC3 block. 1616 Paora Kingi 

of Maungapohatu stated: 

That I am desirous of selling my interest in the said land to Mrs 
Jessie Wardlaw of Waimana who has agreed to buy the same for the 
price of £1.10 per acre. 

That one of the principle reasons why the owners of the said land 
have decided to sell is to obtain funds for payment of the survey lien 
on the said land being £ 18 .1.3 and interest from 7 August 1911. 

That I live at Maungapohatu and have desire or intention to live 
elsewhere. 

That I have an interest equivalent to 67 acres in Waimana 1CIA3B 
and also interests in Ruatoki blocks and at Maungapohatu and other 
parts of the Urewera Reserve. 

On 22 July 1915, Harron made application for recommendation from the Board to the purchase of 

Waimana No.1C3 block which contained 100 acres to Jessie Wardlaw for the sum of £150. 1617 

On 27 July 1915 the Waimana 1C1A3A block was at Court for an application of partition. 1618 The 

parttion had already been arranged between the applicants. The Court issued the orders as follows: 

BLOCK 
NO. 

lCIA3A2 
lCIA3A3 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
63/1/18 
63/1/03 

Over 1915 and 1916 further partitions occurred: 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
3 

20 July 1915, Declaratioin of Paora Kingi, BAJJ. 11192 Box 14c, 863, NaLArch., Auck .. Supporting pJpcrs. 

VoLl7, p.5992 
1617 22 July 1915, Application for sale. BAJJ, 11192 Box 14c. 863, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting pJpcrs. VoLl? p.5993 
fO;j 27 July 1915., Whabtane Mbk 13. pp307-309, Supporting PJpers. VoLl6. pp5546-5548 
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DATE BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.f.p) OWNERS 

1711211915 ICIC4B 1 23/0/10 1 
lC1C4B2 23/0118 1 
1C1C4B3 69/1/12 3 

2511011916 1B1B 1 7/3/08 8 
IBIB2 0/2/02 3 
IB 1B3 7/2/06 1 
lB1B4 6/0/22 1 
1B1B5 7/2/20 14 
IBIB6 16/0/15 3 

In the meantime, on 15 March 1916, an application was made for the confirmation of sale for 

Waimana lCIC4B2 block which contained 23 acres from the sole owner to George and Stephen 

Shalfoon storekeepers of Opotiki for the sum of £23l.2.6. 1619 

On 24 March 1916, a declaration was made by Harata Patutoro of Waimana who was the sole owner 

in Waimana lCIC3 block which contained 233a lr 20p. 1620 She stated: 

That Ilive at Ruatoki with my husband on the latter's land 17 miles 
distant from the said land. 
That I am not capable of working the said land. 
That I have no children or any person dependent upon me. 
That my husband has considerable interests in land and considerable 
means and is quite able to and does support and maintain me. 
That I am desirous of leasing 179a 2r of the above block to George 
Shalfood and Stephen Shalfoon of Opotiki in New Zealand 
Storekeepers and I believe such lease will be to my advantage. 

On 4 April 1916, the L:md Board President wrote a memorandum to the Native Department Under 

Secretary regarding the purchase of the WaimanaNo.IC3 block. He noted that "the land is lying idle 

and the owners have never occupied or made use of it in ariy way." 1621 On 18 April 1916, the Under 

Secretary forwarded to the Registrar confirmation of the sale of Waimana lC3 block. 1622' 

1619 

1620 

l621 

15 ~[ar 1916, App for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192 Box 24e, 1504, NaLArch., Auck., Supporting PJpers, Vo1.l7. 

p.5877 
24 Mar 1916, Declaration by Harata Patutoro, BAn. 11192. Bo:-: 67e, 3975, Nat.Arch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. 

Vo1.l7 pp5831-5832 
4 Apr 1916. President to Under Sec, BAn. 11192 Box 14c, 863, NaLArch., Auck.. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l7. p.5989 
18 Apr 1916, Under Sec to Reg, BAJJ, 11192 Box 14c, 863, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting PJpers, Vol.17, p.5987 
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On 4 December 1916, the President wrote to the Under Secretary regarding the lease agreement 

between Harata Patutohora and Storekeepers Shalfoon over Waimana ICIC3 block. 1623 He noted 

that when the Board "signified its intention of making a recommendation" Shalfoon entered upon the 

land and effected considerable improvements. Shalfoon approached the President with a telegram 

from the Minister informing him that "until Mr Bowler had enquired into the matter and reported 

nothing could be done." 

Surely, there is some mistake about this? The matter is entirely 
within the function of the Board and if the Minister wanted any 
further information he would have no doubt have asked for it from 
the Board through you. The matter was very carefully considered by 
the Board before it decided to make any recommendation. The facts 
are as follows:-

The land is owned by a Native woman named Harata Patutohora and 
an application was first made to the Board for its recommendation to 
a sale to Messrs Kirk and Flood, Kirk being a lawyer's clerk and 
Flood then a land agent but now a motor care driver. The Board 
after enquiry refused to make the recommendation as asked for the 
following reasons:-

1 That it was satisfied the proposed purchasers were simply taking 
the land for speculative purposes and not for the purposes of 
settlement and 
2 That this was all the land the proposed vendor owned outside the 
Urewera boundary and that it would not be wise to allow her to sell 
it. The Government is buying interests I the Urewera Country and 
as far as I am aware is making no enquiries as to whether the 
persons from whom it is purchasing will be left landless by reason 
of the sale or not. Many of the Natives are I think selling uner the 
impression that the Government will make reserves for themout of 
the Crown land. As this woman Harata was selling her interests 
freely the Board considered that she should retain some land outside 
from which she might derive a little income for her maintenance and 
support in case she parted with all her interests in the Urewera 
Country which she was very likely to do. She lives with her 
husband at Ruatoki but he is a worthless fellow and squanders every 
penny he can get. So much so that they have already spent the 
proceeds of the interests so far sold by her and Shalfoon actually 
had to advance to her £8 to pay for medical attendance required by 
her. If the Board had recommended and the Minister had consented 
to the sale of this land and the consideration had been paid over I 
would venture to assert that they would not have had a penny of it 
now - it would have gone the same way as the other money she 
received. 

-I- Dec 1916. President to Under Secretary. BAJJ, 11192, Box 6ie. 3975, )Jat.Arch., .-\uck., Supporting P:lpers, Vol.l-. 

pp5:329-5:330 
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The President further'o'oted that the Board was prepared to grant a least to Kirk and Flood but no 

application was made, "a lease would not suit them as they had no intention of working the land." 

Shalfoon however lodged an application. He is a genuine settler and 
as the terms of his lease were fair to the Native and would leave her 
something to fall back on when all her Urewera interests were gone 
the Board made its recommendation. Fifty acres were reserved for 
her use in case she should at any time want it and the rest f the land 
is to be included in the lease. Shalfoon informs me that he has 
fenced the fifty acres for her. He also tells me that Messrs Kirk and 
Flood demanded £30 from him which they alleged they had paid to 
Harata and when he refused to pay it without Harata's consent they 
threatened to block his lease for him. Consequently he is much 
distressed. 

The Native Department Under Secretary acknowledged the letter from the President on 8 December 

1916 and informed him that the Native Minister had approved the lease as recommended by the 

Board. 1624 He also stated: 

With regard to the reference to Mr Bowler, this was in connection 
with Land Purchase operations, and the desire to ascertain whether 
this land abutted on any of the Urewera blocks that are being 
purchased, and might therefore have been suitable for purchase by 
the Crown, and had nothing to do with the question of the lease. 

On 12 March 1917, solicitor Harron wrote to the Registrar requesting a refund of £30 paid by his 

clients Messrs Flood and Kirk to Harata Patutoro . He requested this to be done before the lease was 

confirmed. 1625 

The vendor's husband having now become posess of a "Ford" there 
seems no immediate prospect of reimbursement from her direct, and 
I can get no satisfaction from the lessees. 

On 22 March 1917, the Registrar wrote back to Harron informing him that the lease over Waimana 

lClC3 block had been confirmed and delivered to the solicitors of the lessees, therefore the Board 

"has no means of now collecting the £30 for you, and your best course now appears to be to sue 

Harata." 1626 

On 28 July 1917, the Chief Surveyor made application before the Native Land Court for survey lien 

charges against Waimana ID4A - £3.16.0 and ID4B - £5.2.7. 1627 

!62-' 

J 025 

\026 

1627 

8 Dec i9i6, Under Sec to President., 11192. Box 67e. 3975, NaLArch .. ;-\uck.. Supporting Papers. Vol 17. p5828 
12 y!ar 1917, Harron to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192. Box 67e. 3975, NaLArch ... --\uck .. Supporting Papers. VoLl7. pS825 
22 Mar 1917. Registrar to Harron. 11192. Box 67c. 3975. NaLArch .• Auck .. Supporting Papers. V01.17. p.5824 
281711917: Survey Lien, Block Order File 197-1-. Box 1347. Rocorua MLC. 
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On 30 July 1917, two partitions were carried out within Waimana. 

BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.f.p) OWNERS 

lB5A 6/0/23 3 
IB5B 46/0112 10 

ID4Cl 47/2119 7 
ID4C2 108/0/21 9 

On 12 September 1917, an application was made by Messrs Shalfoon, storekeepers for the purchase 

from Harata Patutoro of the whole 179a 2roods in Waimana 1 C1 C3 block for the consideration of 

£ 1 ,000. 1628 

On 20 October 1917, Paora Kingi wrote to the President stating that he had been paid by Mrs 

Wardlaw the full balance upon the sale ofWaimana 1C3 block. He had also "agreed to allow the sum 

of £22 to be deducted from my purchase money for the balance of interests in the block for survey 

costs." 1629 

On 12 November 1917, Mabel Russell Jackman of Mercury Bay made application for confirmation 

over Waimana 1B3 block which contained 39a 2r lOp for the sum of £10 per acre. 1630 

On 13 November 1917, the Land Board President wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary 

regarding the purchase by Shalfoon ofWaimana lCIC3 block from Harata Patutoro. 1631 He stated: 

lo2S 

in:!'} 

IbJO 

1631 

The vendor is not making any use of the portion proposed to be 
sold, which is already under lease to the proposed purchasers at a 
rental of £28.11. 7 for 25 years and 5 % on the then unimproved 
value for the second term of 25 years. A portion of the land 
containing 50 acres is reserved for the use and occupation of the 
vendor, and this area has already been fenced off for her by the 
lessees. The Government valuation of the land is £890, and the price 
proposed to be paid if £1 ,000. 

12 Sept 1917, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, l!ln, Box 67e. 3975. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. 

Yol.l7, p.5821 
20 Oct 1917, Kingi to President,BAJJ. 11192 Box 14c, 863, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Yol.! -;. p.59S5 
12 Nov 1917, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ. 11192 Box 25j, 1550. ~Jc.t.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. 

Yol.l7, p.5919 
13 Nov 1917, President to Under Secretary, BAJJ. 11192. Box 67e. 3975. Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 

Yol.l7, p.5818 
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On 19 January 1918, solicitor Norman Potts wrote to the Registrar forwarded a receipt of £500 

purchase money for Waimana 1 C 1 C3 block and the remaining £500 would be paid into the 

Board. lo32 

On 23 January 1918, the Registrar to D. W. Kirk regarding the refund of £30 paid to Harata in 

Waimana 1 C 1 C3 block. The President had directed that the sum of £30 was to retained out of the 

consideration money due to Harata and paid to Kirk and Flood. 1633 

On 16 February 1918, the Land Board President wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary 

regarding the purchase of the Waimana IB3 block. 1634 He noted: 

The Native owners are not utilising it and have never occupied it. 
The Government Valuation of the land is £8 per acre and the 
consideration proposed to be paid if £ 1 0 per acre. 

On 11 March 1918 Te Wharau Tapuae and others applied for a partition in Waimana 1C1A1 block 

which contained 189 acres. 1635 The Court was informed that it had been agreed to divide the land 

into two pieces. This was ordered by the Court. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

lClA1A 
lClAlB 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
63/0/33 
126/2/26 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
3 

On the same day another partition case was before the Court. This was over Waimana 1B3 block. 

Again an arrangement had been agreed upon to divide the block into two pieces. This was awarded 

by the Court. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1B3A 
IB3B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
6/0/14 

33/1/36 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
6 

On 24 July 1918, an application was made for the confirmation of a sale over Waimana IB3B block 

which contained 33a 1r 36p for the sum of £13 per acre to Mrs Mabel Jackman of Mercury Bay. 1636 

\032 
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19 Jan 1918, Norman Potts to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192, Box 67e, 3975, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Vo1.17. 

p.5820 
23 Jan 1918, Registrar to Kirk, BAJJ, 11192, Box 67e. 3975. Nat.Arch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. VoLl7, p.5S1! 
16 Feb 191 S. President to Under Sec. BAJJ, 11192 Box 24e. 1504. Nat.Arch .. A.uck .. Supporting Papers. Vol. Ii. 

p.SS i5 
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On 24 September 1918, application for confirmation was forwarded by Tiaki Maraea a farmer of 

Waimana for the purchase of Waimana lB ID 1 block which contained 12a lr 25p for the sum of £ 12 

per acre. 1637 

On 26 October 1918, the Land Board President wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary 

regarding the purchase over the Waimana lB3B block. 1638 He noted: 

The Native owners are not occupying the land and have never 
utilised it and they own large areas in other portions of Waimana 
block. The Government Valuation if £6 per acre and the price 
proposed to be paid if £ 13 per acre. 

On 3 February 1919, Bowler forwarded a Schedule of Lands acquired by the Crown which showed 

the acres purchased as being: 

Block Name Area 
Waimana lA 100.0.00 
Waimana lB 300.0.00 
Waimana ID 1203.3.26 
Waimana IF 421.0.36 

Two years later on 9 February 1919, solicitors forwarded receipts of final payments made by Mabel 

Jackman to the two owners ofWaimana IB3A block. 1639 

On 28 July 1919, BuddIe and Otley wrote to the Registrar regarding applications for confirmation. 

1640 They stated that the Board was to sit at Whakatane and they would request all files in connection 

with: 

1635 

[036 

\637 

\oJ8 

loH 

Waimana lB3B - T. Rakuraku et al to Jackman 

11 Mar 1918. Whakatane Mbk 17. Supporting Papers, Yol, pp103-105 & 116-117 Supporting Papers. Yo1.l6 pp5552-
5554 & 5556-5557 
24 luly 1918, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192, Box 2ge, 1731, NaLArch., Auck.. Supporting Papers, 
Yol.l7. p.5926 
24 Sept 1918, Application for Confirmation. BAJJ, 11192, Box 861, 5130, NaLArch., Auck., Supporting Papers, 
YoLl7, p.5783 
26 Oct 1918. President to Under Sec, BAJJ, 11192, Box 2ge. 1731, NaLArch., Auck., Supporting PJpers. YoU7. 

p.5925 
9 Feb 1919, Buddie to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192 Box 2·k 1504. NaLArch., Auck., Supporting pJpers. YoLl7. p.5875 
28 luly 1919. Buddie & Otley to Registrar, 11192. Box 2ge, 1731, NaLArch., Auck .. Supporting pJpers. VoU '. 

p.5922 
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Waimana lB IB2 - Hauwho to Hughes '. 
Waimana IB ID2C - Konoro to Hughes 

On 7 August 1919 the Waimana IB6 block was before the Native Land Court for an application of 

partition. 1641 This was awarded by the Court as according to the claimant wishes. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

IB6A 
1B6B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
15/2/04 

127/1/16 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
10 

On 19 August 1919, the Chief Surveyor made application before the Native Land Court for survey 

lien charges over Waimana 1D4C1- £10.13.0 and 1D4C2 - £10.15.7. 1642 

On 7 September 1919, an application was made the Ministers consent for a purchase to be made on 

22 March 1921 of Waimana 1 C IB containing 81 a 3r for the consideration of £3 per acre. 1643 

On 27 November 1919, a declaration was signed by Bertie William Hughes of Waimana for the 

proposed sale ofWaimana 1B1B block which contained 16 acres 15 perches from three owners for 

the sum of £475. 1644 It was also stated that "the block is almost wholly unimproved and under 

existing conditions produces no revenue." Hughes also stated that the owners "desire to sell their 

interests in the said land on account of the fact that the land is all being washed away by the Waimana 

River when in flood." 

On 22 March 1920 an application for confirmation was forwarded by Bertie W. Hughes a farmer 

from Waimana "for the sale of Waimana 1B 1 D2C 1 block from Konoro. The block contained 11 a 2r 

31.3p. The consideration for the purchase was £265. 1645 

On 24 March 1920, solicitors BuddIe and Otley informed the Registrar that their client Mr Hughes 

had abandoned his lease of the Waimana IB ID2C block in partnership with Konoro. 1646 

\641 

16-l2 

16.13 

7 Aug 1919, Whakatane Mbk 18, ppl72-173, Supporting Papers, V01.16. pp5559-5560 
19 Aug 1919, Survey Lien, Block Order File 1974, Box 1347, Rotorua MLC. 
7 Sept 1919, Application for Consent. BAJJ, 11192, Box 56b, 3328, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting P:lpers. Vol.li. 

p.58-1-9 
10 "[ay 1920, Hodgson to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192, Box 51d, 3006, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting PJpers. VoL 1-. 

p.6011 
22 \-[m 1920, Application for Confirmation. BAJJ. 11192, Box 7ge. -1-765. Nat.Arch., .\uck., Supporting PJpas. 

Vo1.17. p.5758 
2-1- \br 1920, Buddie & Oatley to Registrar. BAJJ. 11192. Box 7ge, 4765. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting PJpers. 
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On 10 May 1920, Hodgson a solicitor wrote to the Registrar regarding the purchase from one owner 

over the Waimana ICIAIB block which contained 126a 1 r 19p to Hughes for Government 

Valuation. 1647 

On 4 June 1920 two partitions were carried out within Waimana. 

BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

IB4A 12/1/05 1 
IB4B 55/1/05 16 

IB6Bl 21/0100 4 
IB6B2 105/2/33 r-

0 

On 11 August 1920, Hodgson wrote to the Registar enclosing a cheque for the purchase money for 

Waimana 1B ID 1 block payable by Mr B.W. Hughes to the vendors. 1648 He stated: 

We are not paying the Natives direct as they are very hard to get at. 

Another letter from Hodgson on 16 August 1920 to the Registrar also wishing confirmation of 

purchase from another owner in the Waimana 1C1AIB block to Hughes. 1649 He acknowledged a 

cheque received for the amount of £ 14.7.4 being the balance of the purchase money due to certain 

owners of the block. 1650 

io-l"7 

lo4S 

16-1') 

On perusing the records I find that the Board has not yet 
recommended that the Honourable the Minister's consent be granted 
to the sale, as you have yet to supply certain documents in support 
of the application ... As you know there is always a great amount of 
risk attached to paying over any money before a transaction is 
actually confirmed by the Board. 

You appear to be quite prepared to settle up now, and under 
ordinary circumstances it will be some time yet before the above 
transfer is actually confirmed. 

10 \[ay 1920, Hodgson to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192. Box Sid, 3006, NaLArch., Auck., Supporting Papers, VoU7, 
p.6011 
II Aug 1920, Hodgson to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192, Box 86I, 5l30, NaLArch., Auck., Supporting Papers, Yo!.17. 

p.5782 
16 .-'l.ug 1920, Hodgson to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192, Box .s;d. 3006. Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting P:lpers, YoU7. 

p.6007 
17 Sept 1920, Acting Registrar to Potts and Hodgson. B.-'l.JJ. 11192, Box 861. 5l30. :-.i~H.:.I"rch ... 'l.uck .. Supporting 

Papers, Vol.! 7. p.5781 
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Therefore payment of the money to the Board does not seem 
warranted and you have ample time to settle direct with the Natives 
even though as you state, they are hard to get at. 

On 17 September 1920 the Acting Registrar wrote to Potts and Hodgson regarding the transfer of 

Waimana IB 101 to Tiaki Maraea. 

On 2 October 1920 a partition was carried out over the Waimana IB3B block. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1B3Bl 
1B3B2 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
9/0/20 

24/1/16 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
9 

On 18 November 1920, an application for confirmation for the purchase by Mabel Jackman of 

Mercury Bay over Waimana 1B3B2 block from two owners. This block contained 24a 1r 16p, the 

consideration was £20 per acre. 1651 

On 3 December 1920 the Land Board President reported to the Native Department Under Secretary 

regarding the Waimana No.1C 1A1B block. He noted that "the Native owners never used or resided 

on the land which under existing conditions producing no revenue whatever, and they have sufficient 

other lands for their maintenance and support." 1652 

On 16 December 1920 the Registrar reported to Messrs Potts and Hodgson that the consent of the 

Minister has not been endorsed on the Memorandum of Transfer over Waimana 1C1A1B block to 

Hughes. 1653 

On 24 March 1921, Hodgson the solicitor for Hughes forwarded receipts to the Registrar over the 

Waimana No.1B IB6 block for purchase money payable to the owners. 1654 

On 9 May 1921, solicitors BuddIe and Otley wrote to the Registar regarding the purchase over 

Waimana 1B3B2 block. 1655 They noted: 

165 I 

1653 

BAJJ. 11192, Box SSg, 3286, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers, VoLl7. pp6012-6018 
3 Dec 1920, President to Under Sec, BAJJ, 11192, Box 51d, 3006, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers, VoLl:. 

p.6006 
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Vol.l7, p.6005 
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The transfer herein was recommended by the Board at Whakatane 
on 29 April for the consent of the Native Minister, subject to the 
price being increased. The price has now been altered in the Deed 
and we enclose same herewith. 

Another application for confirmation was forwarded from BuddIe and Otley with the increased 

consideration shown to be £457.10.0 for the purchase of Waimana IB3B2 block. 1656 

On 15 July 1921, the Registrar wrote to Messrs Potts and Hodgson solicitors of Opotiki regarding 

the purchase of Waimana IB3B block. He noted that Jackman acquired individual interests and 

confirmed by the Board on 2 September 1920. On 2 October the block was partitioned and the 

interests of the vendors were allotted in subdivision No.1 - 9a Or 20p and the non-sellers being 

located in No.2 - 24a lr 16p. Jackman has now acquired undivided interests in No.2 which 

represented 3/4 of the block, this transfer was recommended at the recent Board sitting at 

Whakatane. 1657 

On 16 August 1921, the Registrar wrote to the Under Secretary regarding the "cave, Ano-o­

Muriwai" which was situated on the 15 acres 1 rood 7 perches section 274 Parish of Waimana. 1658 

He noted that "two acres was flat land the balance steep hilly country." This section was allotted to 

Ngatipukeko to "camp on whenever they came down to the coast on fishing excursions." 

: 656 

1657 

The road referred to, as far as I can make out, is to give access from 
the town of Whakatane to the pilot station which stands at the mouth 
of the river. 

It is laid along the only practicable route for a road and must under 
the circumstances cut through the save unless diverted as prayed. 

As I have stated above the road is only for the purpose of getting to 
and from the pilot station and would carry very little traffic. I 
consider it could and should be diverted in order to save the cave, 
which is of great historic value to the Natives who still own the 
section. 

8 July 1921, App for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192, Box SSg, 3286. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l7. 
p.60 13 
IS July 1921, Registrar to Potts and Hodgson, BA11. 11192. Box 2ge, 1731. Nat.Arch ... -\uck .. Supporting P3.pers. 

VoLl7, p.5921 
:65.~ 16 Aug 1921, Registrar to Under Sec,Closed File Series 587. Urewera Corr: Petitions. 1917-1938. Rotorua YiLe. 
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On 14 September 1921, a application for confirmation was forwarded by Bertie W. Hughes for'lease 

over Waimana 1 B ID2C 1 block of 11 a 2r 31 p for the sum of £ 14 per acre per annum. 1 m 

On 15 February 1922, the Registrar wrote to Hodgson regarding the purchase over Waimana 1 BID 1 

by Tiaki Maraea. He informed Hodgson that the President had directed him to state that "the Board 

has recommended the sale to B. W. Hughes, but subject to the completion of the sale to Tiaki Maraea 

by the end of this month." 1660 Hodgson replied to the Registrar on 27 February 1922 regarding the 

purchase over Waimana IB ID 1 by Taiki Maraea. 1661 They stated: 

With regard to non-completion of the sale to Taiki Maraea, the 
reason for this is that we have had no advice that the Native 
Minister's consent was endorsed on the Transfer or that 
confirmation was granted. 

On 15 March 1922, Hodgson again wrote to the Registrar regarding the purchase of Waimana 

1 BID 1. 1662 They noted that: 

... the purchaser has been unable to pay the purchase money to the 
Natives. He stated that they are scattered all over the Urewera. 

They again enclosed a cheque for the amount of £14.17.10 for payment to owners listed. 

On 26 April 1922 the Waimana lCICIB block was before the Court for application of partition. By 

agreement of the owners the Court issued the orders. 1663 

BLOCK 
NO. 

lCICIBI 
lCICIB2 
lCICIB3 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

101/0/33 
126/1129 

112126 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

4 
12 
16 

On 7 June 1922, Hodgson requested the President to requisition the Survey Department for the 

survey of the Waimana No.lB ICI block. 1664 

1651) 

1660 
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The Chief Surveyor wrote to the Registrar 23 June 1922, stating that the Waimana lC, ICIA and 

1 C I B block had not been surveyed and should be undertaken at the same time as the subdi visional 

survey of lB. 1665 

On 18 September 1922, Hodgson forwarded their cheque for the sum of £357.5.1 being the 

purchase money from Hughes over Waimana NO.IC1A1B block. He noted that Messrs Suckling 

and Chalmers would be forwarding their cheque for the sum of £590.11.6 to make up the full 

purchase money of £947.16.7. 1666 

Later in the year, on 21 October 1922 another partition order was issued for Waimana IB3B2 

block. 1667 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1B3B2A 
1B3B2B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
18/1/22 
6/0/18 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
7 

On 20 January 1923, the Registrar replied that the surveys of the block Waimana lB3B2 was being 

forwarded to the Chief Surveyor. 

Waimana 1B 1D2C! to contain lla 2r 3lp. 

Waimana IB ID2C2 to contain 5a 3r 15p. 

On 7 April 1923, a Declaration was signed by John George Laughton the Presbyterian Minister and 

Supervisor of the Presbyterian Tuhoe Maori Mission in regard to the Waimana ID2D2 block 

containing 73a 2r 17p. 1668 He stated: 

166-1 

1665 

! 666 

That it is desired by the Tuhoe hapu to purchase the said land from 
the owners thereof for not less than £6 per acre. 
That the said Tuhoe hapu desire to give the said land to the 
Presbyterian Church Property Trustees. 

7 June 1921, Hodgson to President, Closed File Series 118, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua \!ILC. 
Supporting Papers, Vo1.16, p5693 
13 June 1922, Chf Sur to Reg, Closed File Series 118. Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911, Rotorua :vILe. 
Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6, p.5691 
1 S Sept 1922, Hodgson to Registar, BA11. 11191. Box 51d, 3006. Nat..-\rch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l7, 

p.6003 
21 Oct 1922. Whakatane Mbk 20, pp32-l--325, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6. pp5566-5567 
-; April 1923. Declaration from Laughton. BA11. lil92, Box 811,4855, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. VoU-. 
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Laughton also noted that the land was to be used for the erection of a Maori Technical College. 

On 11 April 1923, Hodgson forwarded an application for recommendation for the purchase of 

Waimana ID2D2 block. 1669 He stated: 

That the said block is not improved and is unused. 
That the purchase money payable to the vendors is not less than £6 
per acre. 
That the said vendors have ample interests in other land. 

The consideration for the block was to be £442.10.0. 

The following day, Hodgson informed the Registrar that "to avoid the complication and expense of 

strictly carrying into effect the actual transaction", they had prepared the Transfer direct from the 

owners to the Church. They hoped that there would not be an objection from the Board. 

On 4 May 1923, BuddIe and Otley wrote to the President regarding the Waimana ID2A2 and ID2C 

blocks. They noted they have received instructions regarding a purchase of the lands from Maui Te 

Kawhi to their client Edward J. Brown a farmer of Waimana. They also noted that at present the 

lands are under lease to William Green with expiry in about 12 years. The price agreed upon for the 

purchase if £20 for the unencumbered freehold. 1670 

On 14 May 1923, the Deputy President commented on the agreement made over Waimana ID2A2 

and ID2C blocks proposed by the solicitors BuddIe and Oatley. 1671 He stated: 

loo>} 

: ,,~ i 

Speaking generally, I do not think that any Maori Land Board would 
be very sympathetic towards a case where, the conditions being as 
stated, a sale was undertaken with the idea of postponing the giving 
of possession and the final payment of the purchase money for a 
period extending over a number of years. There are many reasons 
why such a transaction should be discouraged, and I can imagine 
only a very few cogent arguments which might, in exceptional 
cases, be advanced in support. 

II Apr 1923, Applicaion for Recommendation. BAJJ, 11192. Box 811. 4855. NaLArch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 

Vo1.l7, p.5889 
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On 29 August 1923, the Registrar wrote to the Chief Surveyor regarding the, partitwli'over Waimana 

1 B l02C numbers 1 & 2, 1672 

... the Judge for his approval he drew attention to the fact that the 
position of the house of Te Pu Hohaia had not been shown thereon. 

The house was to be to the North of the dividing line laid down by 
the Court. If it was found impossible to so include it the matter was 
again to be referred to the Court. 

It was later reported to the Registrar that the house in question was "not now on the block." 

On 17 Oc[Ober 1923 a partition was carried out over the Waimana 6B3 block. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

6B3A 
6B3B 
6B3C 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
1/3/26 
1/3/26 
1/3/26 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
1 
3 

On 5 November 1923, the County Clerk also wrote to the Registrar requesting details over IB 1 

Waimana block which contained 125a 3p "for rating purposes, three of the chief owners will do." 

1673 The Registrar replied to the Clerk of the Whakatane County Council on 5 November 1923 

informing him tha the block Waimana IDI which contained 245a 3r 30p belonged to three owners. 

1674 One month later on 4 December the Town Clerk again wrote to the Registrar requesting searches 

of titles in connection with allotments of the Parish of Waimana. 

On 25 January 1924, Hodgson wrote to the Registrar regarding the purchase and gifting of the 

Waimana ID2D2 section. 1675 He noted that their clients had instructed them to request an extension 

of one to two months for the purchase money to be paid. He noted: 

'67~ 

t673 

10-;'5 

The Government we understand has set a side one thousand acres at 
Ruatoki as an endowment reserve for a Native technical college. 

29 Aug 1923, Reg to Chf Surv, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua :VILe. 
Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6, p.5682 
5 Nov 1923, County Clerk to Reg, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua \ILe. 
Supponing Papers, Vo1.l6, p,5669 
5 0iov 1923, Reg to Town Clerk, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Corresponri f''1ce - Closed 1911. Rotorua :VILe. 
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The Presbyterian Church Trustees are taking steps toinduce the 
Government to endow their proposed technical college at Waimana 
from this reserve. 

If the government will do so, the Church Trustees have arranged ith 
the Tuhoe tribe that they will pay the purchase money of Waimana 
ID2D2. 

On 5 March 1924 the Under Secretary wrote to the Registrar wishing for particulars in reference to 

the Waimana 1 C2 block for a proposed road. 1676 

Also on 5 March 1924, Hodgson forwarded a application for recommendation for the purchase by 

Stephen and George Shalfoon, storekeepers of the remaining 50 acres being part of Waimana I C 1 C3 

which was retained by the owner Harata Patutoro. 1677 

That the said block is largely unimproved about half of it being river 
bed and covered with shingle. 
That the said Harata Patutoro has ample interests in other lands. 

On 4 April 1924, Presbyterian Minister Laughton wrote to the Carr the Native Minister regarding the 

purchase of a Waimana ID2D2 section for a site for the Maori Technical College and the difficulty he 

now faced with the raising of the purchase money. 1678 

1676 

1677 

We desired to erect the college at Waimana and accordingly the 
Natives agreed to buyout the interests of certain Natives in a parcel 
of land 60 acres in area at Waimana. I had just about completed the 
arrangements to have the collecting of this money done during my 
absence on deputation in the South Island when a second proposal 
was brought forward by some of the Ruatoki people that the 
Government be petitioned to vest in our Church Property Trustees 
the 1,000 acres at Tuararangaia in Ruatoki, gifted by the Tuhoe 
people as en endowment for a native college, and that if that petition 
were successful the Church might pay for the Waimana property. 

I left them to engineer the petition and without a leader to energise 
them, they failed to carry it through ... 

So the collecting for the Waimana property was stopped and nothing 
done in the other direction. 

5 Mar 192-1-, Under Sec to Reg, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911, Rotorua MLC 

Supporting Papers. Vol.l6, p.5663 
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Yol.l7. p.582! 
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The Church 'Has raised more than the specified amount for the 
buildings, but that money cant be expended for anything but that 
purpose for which it was collected, .. The Board is demanding 
payment and the Church is driving me to get the title so that the 
College may be proceeded with ... 

As I have said Rua has headed by list with £50. That means that if I 
can work it myself I can run up the other rangatira's in competition 
and of course the lesser folk will give in proportion. 

Could you give us time. 

On 24 July 1924, a declaration was made by John George Laughton of Maungapohatu, a 

Presbyterian Minister who stated that the three owners "proposed to give three acres" of Waimana 

1D1 which contained 245 acres to the Church. He stated that "a verbal gift already made" and that the 

Church Property Trustees had already erected a Native School and School house on the property. 

1679 The Minister consented to the proposal on 12 December 1924. 

On 14 August 1924, a note was sent to Judge Holland stating "Messs Potts and Hodgson request 

that fees on applications herein (3) be remitted as the lands are being given to the Church." The 

Judge replied that the fees could be remitted "in these cases." 1680 

In the meantime, on 12 May 1924, W.J. Green the lessee of the Waimana ID2C and 1D2D2A 

blocks wrote to the President stating that he was under lease over the two blocks for a period of 12 

years to run. He had recently heard that "some person is trying to buy the freehold of the land from 

the Native lessor". He stated that he had "done a great deal of improvements" and would therefore 

like the opportunity of coming before the Board if any application was to be before the Board. :681 

On 4 July 1924, the Registrar wrote to the Native Department Under Secretary regarding the 

purchase of 50 acres in the Waimana 1 C 1 C3 block. He noted that "there is no information as to why 

Shalfood Bros are in occupation." 1682 

Harata Patutoro, the vendor, owns 60 in Konainai block suitable for 
her use and occupation. The present Government Valuation of the 
50 acres, which is partly single, is £250. There is no reason for the 
lower price except the general decrease in land values. 

24 July 1924, Declaration from J.G. Laughton, BAH, 11192, Box 68j, 4056, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting P:1[,crs. 

Vol.l7, p.5871 
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Also on 4 July 1924, Harron and Fraser wrote to the President regarding the purchase over the 

Waimana IB4A block to Addison. They enclosed the purchase money of £205 with the balance 

being paid four days after provisional confirmation. 1683 

With regard to the payment of £ 175 on 25 October 1921 this was 
paid subject to retention by us of £20 to cover survey lien a 
proportion of which extended to Waimana IB4. We have since paid 
the survey officer £11.14.4 (which includes interest) and send £10 
to Messrs Bunkall & Marray of Opotiki the vendors solicitors. 

On 22 August 1924, solicitors Harron and Fraser wrote to the Registrar regarding the Waimana 

IBSA (S2a 30p) block. They noted that the transfer of this block to Jessie Wardlow was confirmed 

by the Board on 29 May 1918 but the Board "refused confirmation of the signature of Erueti 

Tamaikoha." Therefore the land was partitioned and the Board confirmed Waimana IB5A - 6a Or 
22p.1684 

On 29 August 1924, James Wardlaw the lessee in Waimana IB2 block wrote to the Chairman of the 

Native Land Court. He enclosed Tax form received by him. 1685 

I wish to know if the Native Land Court world take over the paying 
of the rent as there is about forty owners attached to it. The 
Co~missioner of Taxes informs me that the owners should jay this 
Native Tax. The rent amounts to £44 per year payable 26 March 
1925. If the Native Board would take the payment it would greatly 
assist me. 

On 29 October 1924 the Court heard an application for partition over the Waimana ID 1 block. The 

applicant stated: 1686 

I have given 3 acres to the Presbyterian Church property Trustees as 
a site for a Native School, and ask that this be cut out as shown on 
plan. 

Te Rakuraki also desired: 

1682 

1(8) 

168~ 

4 July 1924, Registrar to Under Sec, 11192, Box 67e. 3975, Nat.Arch., Auck.. Supporting Papers, VoLl7, p.5996 
4 July 1924, Harron & Fraser to President, BAJJ, 11192, Box 551, 3303, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
VoLl7. p.5996 
22 Aug 1924. Harron & Fraser to Reg, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911, Rotorua \[LC. 
Supporting Papers. Vol. [7, p.5657 
29 Aug 1924. Warlaw to Native Land Court, BAJJ. 11192, Box 9Se, 5744. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. 
Vo1.17. p.5794 

10,0 21 Oct 1924, Whakarane Mbk 21. p299, Supporting Papers, V 01.1 6, p.S569 
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..... it to be brought to the notice of the Board before the transfer is 
confirmed that he desires the 3 acres to be returned to him in the 
event the property being no longer required for a Native School. 

This partition was approved by the Court and orders issued as follows: 

BLOCK 
NO. 

ID1A 
1D1B 

SIZE 
(a.f.p) 
3/0/00 

242/3/30 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
8 

On 14 November 1924, Hodgson notified the Registrar that the transfer of Waimana 1D2D2 would 

not be proceeding along with. 1687 

On 12 December 1924, the Native Minister recommended that the Waiariki District Maori Land 

Board consent to the alienation of transfer as way of gift of the 3-acre Waimana IDIA block to the 

Presbyterian Church Trustees. 1688 

On 5 May 1925, Hodgson wrote to the Registrar stating that he had been instructed by Haturini 

Papaka to obtain a title over Waimana lC1CIA - 229a Or 23p. "We understand that he is the sole 

owner, that a partition order has been made and survey completed and all fees and survey liens are 
paid." 1689 

On 11 June 1925, the Cou nty Clerk of the Whakatane County Council wrote to solicitors Messrs 

Potts and Hodgson regarding the Waimana IDIA property. He noted that this property was in the 

name of the Presberterian Church and that rates for the year 1924/25 amounting to £2.11.7 had been 
paid. 1690 

On 11 June 1925 the Court heard an application for partition over the Waimana IB4B block. 1691 It 

was noted that Taaki Kaka wished his interests to be cut out. Kora Rauguhu stated: 

i6;ii 

loSS 

ltdl 

I do not want partition made as I shall lose a area which has been 
washed away by the river. 

14 Nov 1924, Hodgson to Registrar. 11192, Box 811. 4855, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. VaLl? p.5894 
12 Dec 1924, Nat Min to Wairiki Maori Land Board, MA I 1924/466. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. VoLl7. 

p.5741 
May 1925. Hodgson to Reg. Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua \ILC 
Supporting Papers. Y01.16. p.5653 
II June 1925. County Clerk to Solicitors, BAJJ, 11192, Box 68j, 4056, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 

Y01.17, p.5870 
11 June 1925, Whakatane Mbk 26. pp8-9. Supporting Papers. YoLl6, pp5574-5575 
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Both Court and Clerk endeavour to convince Kora that any loss of 
area would be distributed over all the owners and not confined to 
him alone. These vain endeavours lasted for half an hour when Kora 
became insulting and left the Court room. The Court therefore 
proceeded to make its partition. 

Taaki te Kaka again addressed the Court. He stated: 

Kora's kaingas are situated on north side of block. I have no 
kaingas on this block but wish my area severed so that my children 
can occupy. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1B4B1 
1B4B2 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
24/2111 
30/2/34 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
13 

On 25 June 1925 a partition was carried out over the Waimana 1B6B2 block. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1B6B2A 
1B6B2B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
19/2/07 
86/0/26 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
14 

On 25 August 1925, the Registrar wrote to the Chief Surveyor regarding Waimana IDIA and B 

block. He noted that a "3 acre division has been donated by the owner to the Presbyterian Church 

Property Trustee, as a Native School site, and the Solicitors acting in the matter are anxious to obtain 

the title." 1692 

On 4 December 1925, consent was recommended from the Native Minister to the transfer of the 

81acre-Waimana lCIB block to J.R. Addison for the consideration of £3 per acre. Consent was 

given the next day. 1693 

On 22 July 1926, application was made for a lease by Brown over the 69 acres 1 rood 12 perches, 

Waimana lCIC4B3 block from the three owners. 1694 The lease rental proposed was 1/- per acre for 

the first 7 years, 4/6 per acre for the remaining 14 years. However the rental should be at least 5/- per 

16" 25 Aug 1925. Reg to Chf Sur, File Series 218. Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua !vILe. Supporting 
Papers, \"01.16, p.5651 

it'd] -+ Dec 1925, Under Sec to Nat Min, Ma I 1925/453. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Yo1.l7. p.5740 
16'. 22 July 1926, Registrar to Under Sec. ;vIA l. 19261307, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Yol.l7, p.5734 
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acre. The lessee had signified that he would increase the renta_l to 5/- per acre throughout the whole 

lease term. The Registrar noted: 

There is no occupation by the lessors and they are not deriving 
benefit from the land. The lease forwarded herewith covers both 
Waimana 1ClC4B3 and Waimana 1D2B part, since the owners of 
both properties are the same. 

On 5 October 1926, the County Clerk requested confirmation of ownership from the Registrar over 

Waimana 1C1ClA block stating that there was a rate demand of £42 owing. 1695 

On 1 December 1926, an application was made by Boynton to lease the 63a 1 rood 9 perches 

Waimana 1CIA3A3 block from the two owners. 1696 The Registrar noted: 

The land is not occupied and the owners are deriving no benefit it. 
The valuation is approximately £2 per acre and the rental payable 
uner th lease is a good one, being 3/6 per acre for 1 st 7 ears, 4/6 per 
acre for next 7 years and 5/6 per acre for the remaining 7 years. 

The Board consented on 13 December 1926 to the lease. 1697 

On 21 December 1926, an application for confirmation was forwarded in by Elizabeth Wardlaw for 

consent to the purchase on 26 November 1926 of 5a 3r Ip in Waimana lESE 1 block for the 

consideration of £115.2.6. 1698 

The Chief Surveyor wrote on 23 September 1927 to the solicitor Hamerton regarding the survey lien 

over Waimana -lE5E 1 block. The amount was for £4.13.2.1699 

At the end of September 1927 the survey lien of £4.13.2 was paid for the survey of Waimana 

lE5E 1. 1700 

Icil}5 Oct 1926. County Clerk to Reg, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911, Rotoru2. MLC. 
Supporting Papers, Yo1.l6, p.5647 

1696 13 Dec 1926, Board consent to lease, Nat.Arch_. Wgrn .. Supporting Papers. Yol.l6. p.5646 
MA 13/91. Ruatoki & Te Whaiti Nat.Arch .. Wgtn_ 1M? 

10"' 21 Dec 1926. Application for Confirmation. BAJJ. 11192. Box 75g, 4517. Nat.Arch., Auck.. Supporting Papers. 

169'> 

Vo!.17. p.5803 
23 Sept 1927, Chf Sur to Hamerton,BAJJ. 11192. Box 75g. 4517. Nat.Arch .. Auck_. Supporting Papers, Yol.l7. 
p.5800 

[700 30 Sept 1927, Registrar to Chf Surveyor, BAJJ, 11192. Box 75g. 4517, Nat.~.:\rch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l7. 

p.5799 
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On 16 January 1928, the Registrar replied to Hamerton who was requesting registration orders in . 

connection with a lease to Boynton over Waimana lCIA3A3 block. The Registrar noted that there 

were Charging Orders for rates against the title for the amount of £7.3.4 also with a 8/- cost of 

obtaining the same. 1701 

I will be pleased if you will take an early opportunity of paying off 
the lien when a receipt of communication from the County 
Council ... 

On 24 February 1928 the Registrar wrote to the solicitor A.L. Arrowsmith regarding the registration 

of title for the Waimana lCIA2 block. He noted a partition Order was granted on 18 November 

'1911. He noted that before a succession order could be issued a Death Duty of £21. 18 had to be 

paid. 1702 Also: 

A rating lien in favour of the Whakatane County Council for 
£30.13.7 being County Rates £29.18.7 or period 1/4/23 to 31/3/26 
and 15/- for costs of obtaining the charge, is at present showing 
against the title. 

It is noted that the land is subject to a lease to one J.D. Donner of 
Waimana, and I presume that as occupier he is liable for these rates. 

As soon as the amounts showing for rates and Death duty have been 
satisfied, the relative Orders will be sent forward for registration. 

On 5 November 1928 the Waimana IBID2B block came before the Native Land Court for an 

application of partition. Teko Tioperea and William Hughes appeared before the Court. It was noted 

that "after discussion" the following partition was made. 1703 

BLOCK 
NO. 

IB1D2B1 
1BID2B2 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
20/2/20 
90/0/25 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
9 

On 5 November 1928, Bertie Hughes again forwarded another application for confirmation for the 

sale over Waimana 1B ID2C 1 block ov 11 a 2r 29p for the sum of £120. 1704 

1701 16 Jan 1928, Registrar to Hamerton. Closed File Series 218. Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911. Rotorua \ILC. 
Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6, p.5642 

1702 24 Feb 1928. Reg to Arrowsmith, File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911, Rotorua \ILC. Supporting 

Papers. Vo1.16, p.5643 
170) 5 Nov 1928, Whakatane Nlbk 23, ppIOI-iOl. Supporting Papers. Vol.16, pp5571-5572 
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·On 20·November 1928, an application for Recommendation was forwarded by Edward J. Brown of 

Waimana a dairy farmer for the purchase of 73a 2r 17p in Waimana ID2D2 block for the sum of 

£ 190. 1705 

On 22 May 1929, the Registrar wrote to the Chief Surveyor requesting to know what amount of 

survey charges and interest were owing upon the Waimana 1 B 1 D2C 1 block. 1706 

The Chief Surveyor replied to the Registrar on 24 May 1929 stating that there was a sum of 

£ 15.4.11 outstanding survey liens against the Waimana 1B ID2Cl block. 1707 

On 22 July 1929, Boynton wrote to the Registrar regarding the Waimana 1C1A3B block. He noted 

the block had been partitioned under his application where the Judge proposed he "Have a Compo 

survey made to cut down survey costs." 1708 

There is about six acres of flat ground that would come in, under my 
partitioned area, which the adjoining occupier is using. This 
partition area would be of great use to me at present. 

And I ask if the Board could send me Compo Survey as soon as 
possible, or written authority to fence off my portion of flat. 

On 16 August 1929, a schedule was received of payments made to owners from J.R. Addison over 

the Waimana 1C1B block. These began in 1921 when the purchase was confirmed. The total amount 

paid was £245.5.0.1709 

On 23 October 1929, solicitors Chalmers and Hobin wrote to the Registrar regarding a dispute 

among owners of the Waimana lC block with reference to a road which gave access to Waimana 

1CIA3B block. 1710 

!70-' 

1705 

5 Nov 1928, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192, Box 7ge, 4765, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers, 
Yol.l7, p.5754 
20 Nov 1928, Application for Recommendation, BAJJ, 11192, Box 811, 4855, NaL.-\rch ... -\uck .. Supporting Papers, 
Yol.l7, p.5889 

"06 22 May 1929, Registrar to Chf Surveyor. BAJJ. 11192, Box 7ge, -1-765, Nat.Arch., Auck .. Sup['vning Papers, Yol.l7. 
p.5751 

170S 

24 May 1929, Chf Surveyor to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192. Box 7ge, 4765, Nat.Arch ... -\uck .. Su[,['oning Papers, VoL 17. 
p.5750 
July 1929, Boynton to Registrar, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondenc~ - Closed ~ 911. Rotorua MLC. 
Supponing Papers, Yol.16, p.5638 
16 Aug 1929. Schedule of payments, B.-\JJ, 11192. Box 56b, 3328, NaLArch .. Auck .. Suppon::;g pJpers. Yol.17, 
p58-1-7 
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The County Council knows nothing Of the road in question but our 
client states that the line was fixed by your Court and that the road 
has been surveyed and pegged. 

The solicitors also stated that "the road has been fenced off and gates wired to prevent our client 

getting his stock out from the I C 1 A3B block." 

On 26 August 1929, an application for confirmation was forwarded by Bertie Hughes for the 

purchase from five owners their interests in th Waimana IB IC1 block which contained 12a Or 30p 

for the sum of £265. 1711 

On 23 October 1929, the Registrar wrote a memorandum to the Under Secretary regarding the 

purchase ofWaimana ID2D2 block to EdwardJ. Brown. 1712 He stated: 

There is no native occupation and most of the owners live at 
Kutarere and they are deriving no benefit from the land. 

The Registrar replied on 26 October 1929, enclosing a rough sketch of the road showing its position. 

He also noted that this road gave access to 1C1A3B2 and was gazetted as a public road in 1920. 

On 29 October 1929, C.E. Bennett reported to the Minister of Public Works regarding the Urewera 

blocks roads in particular the Waimana Valley road and the Maungapohatu Tract in the Urewera 

Country. 1713 

He advised the Minister that these roads were constructed by the Department many years ago and the 

cost of maintenance was charged against the Consolidation Fund. He noted the cost of maintanance 

for the several years had average £1200 per annum. 

i 710 

;: 11 

It occurred to me recently that the amount of settlement served by 
these two roads probably did not warrant the expenditure of so 
much Government money, and for that reason I arranged with the 
District Engineer at Tauranga to furnish a detailed report showing 
the various properties which are directly concerned. 

23 Oct 1929, Chalmers & Hobin to Reg, Closed File Series 218, Waimana Correspondence - Closed 1911, Rotorua 
MLC. Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6, p.5637 
26 .\ug [929, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, [1192, Box 821. .:1.895, :-.iaLArch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 
VoLl7, p.58!5 
23 Oct 1929, Registrar to Under Secretary, BAJJ, I [ 192, Box SIL 4855. NaL\rch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
Vo1l7, p.58S8 

,'" 29 Oct 1929, Bennett to Min of Public Works, MA-MLP 1, [916/6, Nat..\rch .. Wgtn. 
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From the report received it appears that these roads serve a total area 
of about 80,000 acres of which 10,000 acres are Native land, and 
the balance unoccupied Crown land. About 1,000 acres in the 
Waimana Valley is good land suitable for dairying and the balance is 
useless bush clad hills. At the present time thre are 500 acres in 
grass and 24 acres in maize and 181 cows are being milked. In the 
opinion of the District Engineer the production could quite easily be 
more than doubled. 

At Maungapohatu there was at one time an area of 2,000 acres of 
good grass land, but most of this has ben allowed to go back to 
scrub, and at present 300 head of cattle are being run and a few 
acres are under cultivation in maize etc. There are about 500 acres of 
land suitable for dairying adjacent to the road, and possibly 3,000 
to 4,000 acres of hill country which is unlikely to be settled. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the whole length of these two roads 
serves only Native land an unoccupied Crown land, and that the 
Natives are farming their properties in a very small way indeed. 
These Natives are not paying any rates to the Local Body. 

In view of the fact that these Natives are not paying any rates, and 
that their lands are the only occupied lands served by these roads, I 
am of opinion that the expenditure of £300 per quarter on road 
maintenance is not warranted, and I think the Government would be 
justified in declining to grant any further funds for the purpose until 
such time as the Natives arrange to pay rates to the Local Body or 
contribute in cash towards the cost of roads maintenance. 

On 4 February 1930, the County Clerk notified the Registrar that a sum of £35.0.6 was owing for 

rates. And the Chief Surveyor also notified an amount of £44.13.6 owing. 1714 

On 11 February 1930, the Registrar wrote to the Clerk referring to rate and survey charges over 

Waimana ID2D2 block. l7l5 

I find that the charges on this block are extremely heavy. Survey 
charges amount to £44.0.0 and with your rating liens of £35.0.0 
very little is left for payment to the Native owners concerned. 

Would it be possible for your Council to consider a reduction of the 
rates to say £20? 

Two days later on 13 February 1930, the County Clerk replied to the Registrar with regard to a 

reduction in rates over the Waimana ID2D2 block. 1716 He stated: 

-1- Feb 1930. County Clerk & Chf Surveyor to Registrar. BAJJ, 11192, Box 81l, 4855, NaLArch .. Auck,. Supporting 

P:1pers. Vol.17. p,5883 
II Feb 1930. Regisrar to County Clerk. BAJJ. Ill92. Box 8ll, 4855. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Paper,. Vo1.l7, 

p,5882 
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I regret that the Council has laid down the rule that in all cases where 
properties change hands the rates on which are secured by lien that I 
am not to accept reduced amounts in full payment. In view of this I 
regret being unable to accept the reduced amount you offer. 

On 8 March 1930 the Registrar requested the Chief Surveyor and to the County Clerk to inform him 

of any outstanding survey charges or rates owing over the Waimana IB ICI block. 1717 

On 13 March 1930, the County Clerk replied to the Registrar informing him that there were 

outstanding rate charges against - Waimana IB lDlB of £3.2.8, Waimana lB ICI of £4.13.10. 1718 

On 17 March 1930, the Registrar received a telegram from the Lands Department informing that there 

were survey lien outstanding against Waimana IB 1 C 1 of £7.17 including interest. 1719 

On 24 March 1930, the Registrar notified solicitors BuddIe and Otley that both the survey charges 

and rates had been paid by the Board out of the Purchase money over the Waimana lBlCI block. 
1720 

On 28 March 1930, the Regisrar forwarded a cheque and voucher for the amount of £35.0.6 for 

payment of the rates over the Waimana ID2D2 block. 1721 

--:0 

13 Feb 1930, County Clerk to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192, Box 811, 4855, NatArch., Auck., Supporting Papers, VoLl7, 
p,5881 
8 March 1930, Registrar to Chf Surveyor, BAJJ, 11192, Box 321, 4895, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. VoLl7. 
p.5810 
13 March 1930, County Clerk to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192, Box 821, 4895. NatArch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. 

Vo1.17, p.5808 
17 Mar 1930, Telegram from Lands to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192, Box 821. 4895. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers, 
Vo!.17, p.5807 
24 Mar 1930, Registrar to Buddie & Otley, BAJJ, 11192, Box 821, 4895, '\Iat..-\rch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 

Vo1.17. p.5806 
28 Mar 1930, Registrar to County Clerk, 11192, Box 811, 4855, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers, Vo1.17, 

p.5880 
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Waiohau 

(15,564 acres) 

On 24 July 1878 the 15,564-acre Waiohau block came before the Native Land Court for its 

investigation of title. 1722 Wi Patene Tahanga appeared before the Court. He stated he belonged to 

Tuhoe and resided at Waiohau. He claimed the block through ancestry and from occupation. He also 

noted the descendants of the ancestors "are living on this land." 

My ancestors occupied this land and the land has always been in our 
possession to the present time. I have cultivated on the land and still 
cultivate on it. I have leased it to a European, it was survyed 
subsequent to the lease. No one objected to the lease or the survey. 

The first counter-claimant who testified before the Court was Meihana Koata who stated he belonged 

to Ngati Pukeko and resided at Poroporo. He claimed the block on ancestry, conquest and 

occupation. 

There are many descendants of Iaiarahia all of whom have a claim 
on this land. Irawaro is the name of a tribe who first came to take 
this land. 

Penetito Hawea was the next witness to appear. 

.. .I have a large cultivation on this block it belongs to myself and 
parents. There are peaches growing at Ie Karene belonging to me 
and I have a good claim to the land. I went to take the deposit money 
which was paid for this land, my name is in the lease I went with 
Meihana to Maketu to stay the survey of the northern portion of the 
land. The surveyor agreed not to survey that portion he gave us 
some money when we got £10 we agreed to allow the survey to go 
on. We sent a letter to Wi Petene to tell him that we agreed to the 
survey going on. 

Other witnesses appeared before the Court giving evidence from ancestral claims, conquest and 

occupation. The counter-claimants evidence continued through to 26 July and the case of the 

claimants then proceeded with Wi Patene Tahanga being the first witness. This evidence carried on 

through to the 30 July when the Court delivered its judgement on the evidence produced before it. 
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The Court rioted that it had carefully considered the evidence by the claimant;"and counter-claimants 

to the Waiohau block. The Court awarded to Wi Patene and his 125 co-claimants one half of the 

northern poriton of the Waiohau block estimated to contain 1,100 acres. In addition, the remainder of 

the block was awarde to this groups. The total 14,464-acre block was to be known as Waiohau 

No.1. The Court then awarded Meihana Kouta and his 80 co-claimants the remaining half of the 

northern portion of the block to contain 1,100 acres this block to be known as Waiohau No.2. Both 

parties provided the Court with lists of persons entitled to claim the portions of the block awarded 

them. 

On 10 September 1886 an application was heard before the Native Land Court for the partition of the 

14,464-acre Waiohau No.1 block.lm Peramika Ahuriri stated: 

I am of the Ngati Manawa tribe and live at Galatea. I am one of the 
certified owners of Waiohau No. I. It is the general desire of us that 
this land should be divided so as to avoid any disputes. The 
northern division of 7,464 acres is to be granted in the names of 
those who have not alienated their interests; also including the sellers 
of the southern portion but for interests of lesser value. 

This witness presented the Court with two schedules of names. Supposedly to facilitate the sale, the 

names of two representatives were placed in the Order for Waiohau No.IB (7,000 acres). Waiohau 

No.IA of 7,464 acres held 158 names. The Court issued these Orders as requested. 

Soon after this partition, complaints were received. On 9 November 1886, Harete Peraniko wrote to 

Chief Judge M~Donald regarding his letter of objection to the adjudication upon Waiohau block. 172-1 

He stated: 

This is an explanation of the grounds of our objection. 
1. There is no application for investigation to title from us the 
owners of the land. 
2. No Notice, either by Kahiti or otherwise, reached us to inform us 
of the application of Hare Paati and his people 
3. Our houses, our dead and our food, have all gone in the division 
of 7,000 acres to Hare Paati. 
4. The sale of this block, we object to. It is our desire that this block 
be a permanent horne for ourselves. 
5. The wrong of the sale by Hare Paati is that he is buying the 
shares of the minors who have not reached the age of ten. There are 

".- 24 July 1878, Opotiki :Vlbk I, pp.96-i 15, Supporting Papers. VoLl7, pp6019-6038 
10 Sept 1886, Rotorua Mbk 9. pp.225- 7. Supporting Papers, VoLl7. pp60..J.3-6045 

"" 9 Nov 1886, Harete Peraniko to :VlcDonald. Closed File Series 302, Rotorua Land Court, Supporting Papers, VoLl7. 

pp6085-6087 
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many shares of children sold by Hare Paati, belonging to his class 
of persons. 

According to our view of this matter, it is exceedingly wrong with 
respect to the law of land purchase. 

On 18 November 1886 Harehare Aterea wrote to Chief Judge McDonald regarding the Waiohau 

block. He noted that he had heard that an application had been received by the Judge from persons to 

grant a rehearing upon Waiohau block which he noted was divided at the Court before Judge Clarke 

at Rotorua on 11 September I 886. 1725He stated: 

We arranged the subdivision of the block, and it was satisfactorily 
completed before the Court, the portion for us on behalf of the 
people and the dingly portion for Hone Hauta of Cambridge. 

These people that are making trouble are the people I myself put in 
through aroha. I admitted them into this block during our 
adjudication at Matata. 

There is no ground at all for their causing trouble. I am the "mana". 
Judge Clarke and Major Mair, and Captian Mair have known me and 
my younger brother, Peraniko Ahuriri, for these twenty years past 
and they have known that I, Harehare, am the "mana" over the land 
and all the tribes in my district. 

It is my desire that this land be not reheard. They should not trample 
upon my "mana" and my action taken on behalf of all the people. 

Make enquiries of Judge Clarke and those other gentlemen whose 
names I have mentioned above here ... 

Record of the purchase noted above has not been found although it does seem as though Waiohau 

IB was alienatea around this time. Possibly the sale was to a private person. Further title research 

would be required to confirm this. The purchaser appaers to be, however, Harry Burt who is 

mentioned as appearing before the Court in 1886. 

On 16 October 1907 Takatua appeared before the Native Land Court in respect of a partition of 

Waiohau lA: l726 

We have been trying to arrange this partition and have nearly arrived 
at a settlement. I think we will be ready to come into Court. 

18 Nov 1886. Harehare Aterea to MacDonald. Closed File Series 302. Rotorua Land Court. Supporting Papers. \"01.17. 

pp6088-6089 
,;:, Whakatane Mbk9. various pages between 22-1- and 164. Supporting Papers VoLl7, pp6043-6059 
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Te Korwhiti also stated: "This is an old dispute." The Court stated that they "must make some 

attempt to settle the matter outside." 

The following day, Te Korowhiti appeared before the Court regarding the partition of the 7,464-acre 

Waiohau No.1 A block. He noted that the matter was "not quite" settled. The proposed divisions had 

not yet been put on the plan. 

On 24 October 1907, Mika Te Tawhoa addressed the Court. He noted that a tracing of the land had 

been made and that the parties were "trying to make a satisfactory arrangement about a papakainga 

first and also a burial place before we proceed to divide the block." 

The following day the parties had come to the arrangement that 2 acres be taken for a burial place, 2 

acres for a school site and 70 acres for a papakainga as being "a settlement for all the owners." 

We have decided upon a boundary line dividing the inferior land 
from the good. We have done this because we recognise that to 
divide the block fairly everyone must have a share of good land and 
of inferior. The good land is bounded by the road from the 
boundary of No.2 block to Tawhia stream and in to the Rangitiki 
river and by the river to Opunua. 

It is understood that the people in occupation of the good land are to 
have the portions that they have fenced and their balance in the 
inferior land, their claims are to be satisfied first then the non­
occupiers will get their allotments. 

From 28 October 1907, Korowhiti and others presented the arrangements for the general partitions. 

As part of giving agreement to these, the Court approved a road to be laid off from the main road in 

IB to give the people access to this settlement at Oputia in Hikurangi block to the eastward. Also a 

road from the river Rangitiki to the main road for the convenience of people travelling between 

Waiohau and Te Teko. 

On 18 January 1908 the following partition orders were issued over the Waiohau No.1A block. 

DATE BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

18/111908 1A1 154110100 51 
1A2 775/0100 16 
IA3 50410100 12 
lAi ll6/0100 2 
lA4A 194/0100 " 

lAS 7810100 
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lA6 707/0100 12 
IA7 468/0/00 6 
lA8 ' 70/0/00 202 
IA9 382/0100 6 
IAto 707/0/00 8 
lAlI 608/0/00 11 
1A12 233/0/00 1 
lA13 310/0/00 5 
IA14 '461/0/00 27 
1At5 54110/00 25 
lA16 273/0/00 28 
tA17 5/0/00 5 
tA18 2/0/00 4 

On 20 January 1908 the Stout Ngata Commission sat at Whakatane. l727 The Commission heard the 

case of the 1, 100-acre Waiohau No 2 block held by 81 owners of Ngati Pukeko. 1728 

We wish this land to be incorporated with power to the Committee 
to lease to certain members of the Patuheuheu tribe who wish to 
lease as it adjoins their land. That tribe has little land. It is good 
land. They have stock running over it, sheep etc. 

On 7 July 1913, Tamati Waaka and 15 others wrote to the Native Minister wishing to sell their 

interests in Waiohau No.2 and Turararangaia No.2 block for £2 per acre to the Government. 1729 

The area of these two blocks is 2100 acres more or less. Please let 
us know what is the mind of the Government concerning this offer 
of ours. 

On 21 July 1913, solicitor Charles Buckworth wrote to the Native Minister informing him that he 

had met with a large deputation from the "Ngatipukeko Natives" who he stated were anxious to 

dispose of several blocks of land in the district. 1730 

The firm which I am representing do not deal with Native Lands, 
but I told the Natives that I would write to you as Native Minister 
and recommend the purchase by the Crown of the Tuararangia and 
Waiohau blocks which they are anxious to dispose of. 

The Crown has already purchased a portion of the Turarangaia block 
which is situated between Ruatoki and the Rangikaiki River, it is 
very good bush land and if cut up into suitable sized sections would 

1727 20 Jan 1905. Ngata Minute Book :-.10.4. NIA 7S/4, :-.Iat Arch ppl6 & 19 [Not Copied] 
"28 20 Jan 1905. Ngata Minute Book No.4. MA 78/4, N:H Arch pp19 [Not Copied] 

1730 

7 July 1913, Tamati Waaka et al [0 Nat Yhnister. MA-MLP 1. 1913/44, NaLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, VoLl6. 

pp5505&550S 
21 July 1913. Buckworth to Na[ ylinister, MA-MLP I, 1913/44, NaLArch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, V 01.1 6. 

pp5509-5510 
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be readily taken up. The Waiohau block adjoins it and contains flat 
land of good quality. This land will be within easy access of the East 
Coast Railway. They also state they are willing to sell a portion of 
the Omataroa block which adjoins the above. 

On 28 July 1913, the Native Minister replied to Buckworth acknowledging receipt of his letter and 

stating he would refer the matter to the Native Land Purchase Board. 1731 

On 6 September 1913, Judge Browne minuted the Under Secretary regarding the proposed purchase 

of Waiohau No.2 and Tuararangaia No.2B block. 1732 He stated: 

The Native owners are making no use of these blocks and I have not 
the least doubt but that they would be willing to sell at £2 per acre. 
The land however, as far as I can learn, is of poor quality - it is 
worth about from 10/- to 15/- per acre - and is not very suitable for 
settlement. To make sure however, I have arranged with Mr Burch 
the District Valuer who wil be in the locality next week, to inspect 
the blocks and let me know the exact position. On receipt of his 
report I will communicate again with you. You can then inform me 
if the Gov[ernmen]t is prepared to go any further in this matter. 

On 15 March 1914, Burch the District Valuer forwarded his report on the l100-acre Waiohau No.2 

block. 1733 He noted: 

This block joins Tuararangaia No.2B and contains about 75 acres of 
alluvial flat and swamp, the balance being open fern hills with a few 
steep spurs covered with Rewa Rewa and Manuka, and like the 
Tuararangaia country is of very poor quality and has a heavy deposit 
of Tarawera scoria upon it. 

In the meantime, on 9 February 1914 an application was made for a meeting of owners to be held to 

consider the proposal of a purchase by William Grubb of Auckland of the Waiohau N 02 block at the 

price equivalent to the Government Valuation. 1734 The meeting was held on 24 April 1914 with 16 

owners being present. An adjournment was applied for the allow the owners to discuss the 

proposal. I 735 

173} 

28 July 1913, Nat Min to C. Buckworth, MA-MLP 1. 1913/44. Nat.Arch .. Wgln .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. p.5511 
6 Sept 1913, Judge Brown to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1, 1913/44, Nat.Arch .. \Vgln .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. ;;.5487 

15 ~[ar 1914, Burch to Officer in Charge, MA-MLP 1, 1913/44, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6. 

p.5503 
9 Feb 191-1-, Application for Meeting, BAJJ, 11192, Box 1241'.843. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supponing Papers. Vol.I7. 

p.5982 
24 .-'\pr 191-1-. Meeting of owners. BAJJ. 11192. Box 12M, 843, Nat.Arch ... -'\uck.. SupportIng Papers. Vol. 1-; . 
pp5980-5981 
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Pouawha Nuihana said: they had talked the terms over with Mr 
Eddows, and he now asked the Board to adjourn this case to a date 
to be fixed by the Board. 

Mr Eddows representing Mr Grubb said: he would pay any further 
expense the Board was put too in readvertising the land. 

The following month, on 25 May 1914, an offer was made by the Crown to purchase the Waiohau 

No.2 block. 1736 

On 25 June 1914, Fleming a solicitor representing H.G. Reardon, wrote to the Native Department 

Under Secretary regarding his clients proposed purchase of Waiohau No 2 block. He also noted that 

a meeting was being held of owners. 1737 He wished to be informed of the Board's decision whether 

or not to accept the Crown's offer or his clients. 

I shall be glad if you will me the Board's decision as my client in the 
event of your not taking it will have to make financial arrangements 
to enable him to purchase. As the price offered is a large one, being 
more than double the Government valuation, he will probably have 
some little difficulty in raising the money. 

On 26 June 1914, a meeting was held of owners of Waiohau No.2 block to consider four sale 

proposals to William Grubb, Henry Gerald Reardon, Arthur Mervyn Wadmore or the Crown. 1738 

The four applicants were represented by their solicitors. Fleming on behalf of Reardon requested 

leave to amend his application to 35/- per acre. This was granted. Herron on behalf of Grubb wished 

to amend his application also to 35/- per acre. This too was granted. Ralfe asked leave to withdraw 

his application on behalf of Wad more. 

! 736 

Peraniko Wharepapa - I do not wish to sell. 

Pouawha Meihana - I wish to say that I am a Proxy holder for some 
of the owners in Waiohau No.2. I was instructed to vote in favour 
of Wadmore. I was asked to vote in favour of the man who gave the 
biggest price there are two offers of 35/- each. Wadmore is out of it, 
I want to say that the offer made by Mr Grubb at the first meeting 
was 10/6 per acre, we did not agree to it, they did not agree as 
certain persons were after it. Mr Reardon offered 25/- per acre for it. 
Mr Grubb did not state a price. 

25 ~[ay 19l4. Offer by Crown, BAJJ. lll91, Box. [2M, 843, Nat.Arch., Auck .. Supporting Papers, V01.17. p.5978 
!-;)i 25 June 191-1-, Fleming to Under Sec~ NIA-lvILP 1. 1913/44. Nat.Arch .. Wgrn .. Supporting Papers. Vol. 16, p.5-t-96 

26 June 19l4, Meeting of owners, BAn. 11192, Box 12-H, 843, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers, V01.17. 17JS 

p.5977 



:J 
.. ..-_-, 

, 
i 

706 

.. 
Mr Bowler - on behalf of the Crown asked for a further amendment 
at a price of £ 1. 15.6 per acre, the N ati ve Land Purchase Board 
would consider the proposal if that failed than I ask the owners to 
sell either to Mr Grubb or Mr Reardon. 

Mr Fleming - you have had an offer from the Crown at 35/6 but the 
Native Land Purchase Board may not agree if they do, it will be all 
right and you will get the money. You will be asked at the meeting 
to vote either for Mr Grubb or Mr Reardon. I ask ou to vote for Mr 
Reardon the man who bumped the price up. 

A vote was than taken with Grubb receiving no votes and support for Reardon being unanimous. 

Mr Bowler moved a resolution that the land be sold to the Crown at 
35/6 per acre with the condition that the Native Land Purchase 
Board does not entertain the question of Purchase at that price it be 
sold to H.G. Reardon for £1.15.0 per acre. 

Pouawha Meihana said he agreed with what Mr Bowler had said but 
he wanted to know how long it would be before they knew if the 
Crown would buy. 

Mr Bowler said it would be inside of 3 weeks. 

Pouawha Meihana said they were all agreed to aside by Mr Bowlers 
offer 

The Motion that Waiohau No.2 be sold to the Crown at £1.15.6 per 
acre was or in the event of the Crown not purchasing the land be 
sold to H.G. Reardon for £1.15.0 per acre. 

On 26 June 1914, Land Purchase Officer Bowler reported to the Under Secretary of his attendance at 

a meeting of owners of the Waiohau No.2 block. 1739 

There were also before the meeting' proposals to purchase by 
Wadmore, Grubb and Reardon. It was apparent from the outset that 
competition for the land was to be keen. The rival purchasers 
increased their price by half-crowns. Wadmore dropped out 27/- per 
acre, but Grubb and Reardon each made a final offer of 35/-. The 
Natives refused to deal with Grubb, which left only Reardon in the 
runnmg. 

I got a resolution carried in favour of the sale to the Crown at 35/6 
per acre, it being a proviso that if the Native Land Purchase Board 
would not entertain the question of purchase at that price the land, 
was by virtue of the resolution passed, to be sold to Reardon at 35/­
per acre. 

26 June 1914, Bowler to Under Sec, MA-MLP I, 1913/44. NaLArch .. W gtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.16. p.549:5 
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The price appears very high in comparision with the Government 
valuation (£875 in 1913 and £600 in 1914) but in view of the keen 
competition it would certainly appear that this valuation is too low. 

On the same day Bowler further informed the Under Secretary that the "owners would not consider 

the question of a sale of this block at anything under £1 per acre."1740 

I got a resolution passed at that price. 

The price may be high, but no doubt the competition in regard to 
Waiohau No.2 which adjoins this block, affected the position. 

Probahly the Government valuation is low; in fact Judge Browne 
tells me he is inclined to think that all the valuations in this County 
are inclined to be low, as the prices realized are almost invariably at 
least 50% in excess of the valuations. 

I promised to urge upon you the matter of the question of purchase 
being brought before the Native Land Purchase Board at the first 
opportunity. Judge Browne has promised to deal with the question 
of confirmation early next week. 

On 8 July 1914, the Under Secretary replied to Bowler noting the information regarding the purchase 

of Waiohau No.2. 1741 He stated: 

The members of the Board, however, seemed to be quite averse to 
purchasing the lands at the prices asked for by the Natives. 

On 3 August 1914, the Under Secretary wrote to Fleming, Reardon's solicitior, about development 

with the Waiohau No.2 block. 1742 

I have to inform you that the confirmation by the Waiariki Board of 
the resolution of the assembled owners of the above block to sell to 
the Crown at £l.15.6 per acre was considered by the Native Land 
Purchase Board on Saturday, the 1st inst., when it was decided that 
the confirmation should not be adopted, the price asked by the 
Natives being considered far too high. 

Chas Reardon appeared before the Court in 1914 and stated that he had been authorised to cany out 

the partition survey of the Waiohau No.IA block but had found it "impossible" to cany out these 

orders as the Court had estimated the acres wrongly. \743 

!7.t() 26 June 191-1-, Bowler to Under Sec, M.-\-MLP 1,1913/44, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Vo1.l6. p.549-\. 
8 July 191-1-, Under Sec to Bowler, MA-MLP 1. 1913/44, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l6, p.5-1-93 
3 .\ug 191-1-, Under Sec to Fleming, yIA-MLP I, 1913/44. Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Yol.l6, p.54S8 

"'3 Whakatane Mbk12, p.373, Supporting Papers, Yo1.l7, p.6060 

:7-11 
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I found that there was only about half the area estimated by the 
Court to the N[orth] of the Makokopu Stream. The area to the north 
of this stream is about 1200 acres. The Court estimated it at about 
3130 acres. This comprised about half the good land on thye block 
and if the owners of the subdivisions located by the Court to the 
North of the Makokopu Stream had got all their area at the north end 
of the block, they would have absorbed all the good land and there 
would have been none of the good land left for the other owners. I 
pointed this out to the owners and they decided to call a meeting to 
consider the matter. At that meeting they resolved to have the present 
partitons cancelled and to repartition. 

As a result, at a later hearing on 26 November 1914 the existing partitions were cancelled and the 

following partitions brought into effect. 1744 

DATE 

18/1/1908 

BLOCK 
NO. 

lAl 
lA2 
lA3 
lA4 
lA4A 
lA5 
lA6 
lA7 
lA8 
lA9 
lAlO 
lAll 
lA12 
lAl3 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
1146/1/13 
603/2/02 
570/0/00 

90/0/00 
150/0/00 
599/2/32 
492/1/00 
402/0/00 

78/0/11 
243/1/18 
361/2/00 
763/2/04 

1133/1/06 
945/0/27 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

27 
18 
3 
3 
12 
11 
7 

202 

On 22 July 1915 partiton orders were issued over the Waiohau lA2 block. Erueti Peene appeared 

before the Court and stated that they had arranged for the land to be partitoned as follows: 1745 

BLOCK 
NO. 
lA2A 
lA2E 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

266/0/00 
334/0/00 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

17 
20 

On 27 October 1915, Reardon's brother wrote to the Waiariki District Maori Land Board stating that 

his brother had arranged through him to find the money for the purchase of the Waiohau No.2 block 

but that when the War started the money was not available. 1746 

1m Whakatane Mbkl3, pp.42-50, Supporting Papers, VaLli. pp6061 
lH> Whakatane Mbkl4, pp.274-175, Supporting Papers. Vol.17. pp6070-6071 
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However, about a week ago a Mr Bught informed me that if the 
Board would take a substantial deposit that he could get the money 
say £1,000 if the Board would, would not, he would try and get the 
lot. I saw him yesterday but pending my writing you so as to get 
time say one month for his client to arrive from the South, 
personally I am of the opinion that considering the War the price is 
on the high side but that is however a matter for others. 

The Registrar wrote to Reardon on 16 December 1915 informing him that the President wished to 

inform that the Board "does not now intend to confirm the resolution." 1747 

In the meantime, on 1 December 1915, Judge Browne wrote to the Native Department Under 

Secretary regarding survey costs for Waiohau No.1A, sections 11, 12 and l3. He noted that when 

at Court the question of survey costs was mentioned and the "Native owners expressed a desire to 

sell to the Crown at Government valuation. 1748 

In the meantime a portion of land has been cut out of each block to 
satisfy the costs but the orders have been suspended for six months 
in order to ascertain whether the Crown is prepared to purchase and 
if the Crown is prepared to purchase whether resolutions to sell at 
Govt[ernmen]t valuation will be passed at meetings of the owners. 

If the Crown is not prepared to purchase or if the resolutions to sell 
are thrown out then the orders can be made final. 

On 10 January 1916, the Registrar forwarded to the Native Department Under Secretary information 

in respect of the Waiohau 1A sections 11, 12 and 13. 1749 He noted the "question of payment of the 

survey costs" had tentatively been made in favour of the Crown with the following partitions: 

No 11 A - containing 96a 3r Op . 
No.12A - containing l34a 2r Op 
No.l3A - containing 116a 1r Op 

The Court decided that these orders will become final at the 
expiration of six months if the land is not sold to the Crown. 

The Registrar also forwarded information regarding the outstanding survey liens. 

27 Oct 1915, Reardon to Strong, BA11, 11192, Box 124f, 843. Nat.Arch., . .\uck .. Supporting Papers. VelLl? 0.5971 
16 Dec 1915, Registrar to Reardon, 11192, Box 124f. 843, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers, YoL 17. p.59-0 
1 Dec 1915, Judge Browne to Under Sec, MA-MLP I, 1916/6, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. YoU7, p.6098 
10 Jan 1916, Registrar to Uder Sec, MA-MLP 1,1916/6, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. YoU7. p.6096 
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Waiohau lA section 11 - 763a 2r 4p, £54.12 with intere~t' still 
owmg 

W~iohau lA section 12 - 1133a 12r 6p, £78.18.6 with interest still 
owmg 

Waiohau lA section 13 - 945a Or 27p, £68.4.4 with interest still 
owmg. 

On 30 March 1916 a new application was received from Mr Dingle, a solicitor acting on behalf of 

Douglas Larnach of Wellington, for the summons of a meeting of owners of Waiohau No.2 block to 

consider the purchase of the said block at 35/- per acre upon the following terms; 1750 

One third of the purchase money to be paid in cash on execution of 
agreement for sale 

One third payable in cash within twelve months thereof 

And the remaining one third to be paid within eighteen months 
thereof 

The following month another application for Waiohau No.2 was received. On 17 April 1916, 

solicitors Fleming and Suckling, wrote to the Registrar regarding the application on behalf of James 

Cochrane Cleland and Richard Turpin for 30/- per acre. They also noted that they were aware of 

another application for the land. 1751 

On 6 June 1916, a meeting was held at Whakatane of the owners of Waiohau No.2 where the 

following resol~tion was placed before the Meeting. 1752 

That the above land be sold to J.e. Cleland and Richard Turpin for 
the sum of £1.15 per acre and that the sum of £500 be deposited 
with the Board within 24 hours. Carried by majority of 167 shares. 

Fleming the solicitor forwarded a cheque on 7 June 1916 for the deposit to the Board for the sum of 

£500 "on the strict understanding that my cheque is not to be used until the resolution of the owners 

is finally confirmed by the Board." 1753 

1750 

1751 

175.' 

30 \[ar 1916, Summons meeting of owners, 11192. Box 124f, 843, N at.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers, VoLl7. 
p.5969 
17 :\pr 1916, Fleming and Suckling to Registrar, BAJJ. 11192, Box 124f, 843. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
VOl!7, p.5946 
6 June 1916, Resolution of Meeting, BAJJ, 11192. Box 124t". 843, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Voll:. 
pp5962-5965 
7 June 1916. Fleming to President, BAJJ, 11192, Box 124f. 843. Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers, Vo1.17. 
p.5961 



'l 
.\ 

.1. 

711 

The Land Board President wrote to the Registrar on 30 June 1916 noting that "the Board has 

provisionally confirmed the resolution to sell in this case subject to the requirements set out on the 

file which is returned herewith." He also noted the cheque from Fleming. 1754 

Please do not send him word that the resolution has been 
provisionally confirmed until the cheque has been collected and the 
£500 has been paid to the Board's credit at the Bank. 

By August, however, the purchaser began to experience difficulty in completing the process needed 

to confirm the acquisition. On 15 August 1916, Fleming wrote to the Registrar noted a difficulty in 

obtaining the information required for a schedule of other lands, "very few of the owners being 

resident in this district." 1755 

In the meantime, on 8 August 1916, the Native Department Under Secretary wrote a memorandum to 

the Under Secretary of the Lands Department regarding the Waiohau lA sections 11,12 & 13. He 

stated that meetings of owners had been called to consider the offer to sell to the Crown at 

Government Valuation. 1756 

It has been found impossible, however, to secure a quorum of the 
owners of the land at the various meetings and the meetings have 
accordingly been allowed to lapse. 

Perhaps you could have an estimate made of the highest price which 
it is considered should be offered for them in the event of their being 
considered suitable for settlement purposes. 

The Under Secretary of the Lands & Survey Department informed the Under Secretary of the Native 

Department on 2 October 1916, that the District Surveyor had inspected the Waiohau 1 A sections 

11,12 & 13 and reported that: 1757 

... that the land traversed by the road through Waiohau lA goes 
through very poor country for about four mies, - just short scrub 
with lower parts covered with Tarawera ash, and that it is broken 
and no use for settlement. 

30 June 1916. President to Registrar, 11192, Box 124f, 843. NaLArch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers, \'01.17. pp5959-

5960 
15 .Aug 1916. Fleming to Registar. 11192. Box 124f, 843. NaLArch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. Vu1.l7, p.5958 
S Aug 1916. Under Sec to Under Sec. MA-MLP 1,1916/6, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l7, p.6093 
::. Oct 1916. Under Sec to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1, 1916/6, NaLArch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1l7. p.609::' 
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The N ati ve Department Under Secretary informed the Registrar on 16 May 1917, that the N ati ve 

"Land Purchase Board decided not to take any further action regarding the Waiohau IA sections 

11,12 & 13. 1758 

In the mean time, at some time, the 1A 1 block was divided into four subdivisions although details of 

this have not yet been located. On 29 November 1916, the Waiohau lAID block was further 

partitioned. 1 759 

BLOCK 
NO. 

IA1DI 
IA1D2 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

65/0/00 
555/1/13 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

5 

On 25 July 1918, a partition of Waiohau 1A8 occurred.I76O 

BLOCK 
NO. 
lA8A 
1A8B 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

2/0/00 
69/0/11 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

Urupa 
Owners 

On 20 August 1920, a partition of Waiohau lA9 into three subdivisions occurred. 1761 

On 18 October 1923 a partition of the Waiohau 1 A6 block was made. 1762 

DATE 

18/10/1923 

BLOCK 
NO. 
lA6A 
lA6B 
lA6C 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

5/0/00 
238/0/12 
245/1/18 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

3 
6 
5 

On 24 May 1926, an application for confirmation was forwarded to the Land Board by the 

Presbyterian Church Property Trustees for the gift of 5 acres in the Waiohau lA6A block from two 

owners for the erection of the Mission House and Hospital. 1763 Confirmation was certified by the 

Board on 14 July 1926 for the gift of 5 acres from the Waiohau lA6A block. 

1758 

1759 

! 760 

1761 

17(13 

16 ~Iay 1917, Under Sec to Reg, MA-MLP I, 1916/6, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l7, p.6091 
29 ~ov 1916, Whakatane Mbkl6, ppI12-3, , Supporting Papers, Vol.I7pp6073-6074 
25 July 1918, Whakatane Mbk 17, pp23S-6, Supporting Papers, Vo1.17, p6075-6076 
:20 .-\ug 1920, Rotorua Mbk68, pp211-2, Supporting Papers, V01.17, pp6077-6078 
Whakatane Mbk23, ppI97-198, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l7, p.6068-6069 

2-1- ~Iay 1926, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ. 11192. Box 129c, 4360. 0<at.A.rch ... -\uck .. Supporting Papers, 
Yo1.17, p.6111 



Further partitions occurred late in 1928. 1764 

DATE 

30/11/1928 

111211928 

BLOCK 
NO. 
lA4Al 
lA4A2 

lASA 
lA5B 

713 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

75/1/00 
75/0/00 

24/0/00 
575/2/32 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

1 
3 

1 
11 

On 4 May 1929, the Land Court Registrar forwarded a schedule of land included within the Arawa 

Consolidation: Waiohau Series and the valuations made. The blocks concerned were Waiohau IA 

blocks, Whirinaki No.2A blocks and Matahina C blocks. 1765 

On 29 July 1929, the County Clerk of the Whakatane County Council wrote to the Officer in Charge 

of the Consolidation Scheme at Mourea. 1766 He acknowledged receipt of an offer of £22 made in 

connection with the rates on Ruatoki Consolidation Scheme - Waiohau Series. 

Resolution: 
That offer of £22 made by the Officer in Charge of Consolidation, 
Native Land Court, Rotorua in full settlement of the £89.16.7 of 
rates outstanding on assessments 
1I194B/305,306,307,308,309,310,311,327 and 1I194C102 be 
accepted and that the rates on the assessments mentioned herein be 
remitted until 31 March 1931." 

On 11 October 1929, an application for confirmation was made by Frederick Cook a Rabbiter of 

Waiohau for the purchase of75 acres in the Waiohau lA4A s2 block. 1767 

On 16 December 1929, BuddIe and Otley wrote to the Registrar regarding the block Waiohau lA4A 

s2 purchased by F. Cook. They stated they enquired at the County office with regard to the position 

of rates and were informed that "Native lands in the Galatea District is exempt from rates." The 

solicitors also noted that they had been advised by the Chief Surveyor that the block had not been 

I Dec 1928, Closed File Series 307, Rotorua Land Court 
4 May 1929, Schedule of Arawa Consolidation, MAl. 29/4/611, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. YoLl7. 

p.6122 
29 July 19:9, County Clerk to Officer in Charge. MAL 29/4/6/1. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Yol.l7 .. 

p.6121 
II Oct 1929, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ. 11192, Box 83b, 4939, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting P:lpers, 

Yol.l7, p.6108 
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surveyed. 1768 A Certificate of Exemption from Rates was received from the County Clerk of the 

Whakatane County Council. 1769 

On 9 May 1930, the Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to the Registrar regarding Waiohau 

1 A4A section 1 block. 1770 He stated: 

Kie Kie alias Konaho of Murupara states he is the sole owner of the 
above block and has asked that the prohibition against private 
alienation be removed in order to allow him to sell to a European at 
£3 per acre. 

A reply was made to the Under Secretary on 20 May 1930 from the Registrar advising that there are 

"no objections" to removal of restriction over Waiohau lA4A section 1.1771 He also noted Waiohau 

lA4A block was partitoned on 30 November 1929 into lA4Al and lA4A2 "the latter subdivision 

representing interests bought by a European prior to the issue of the Order-in-Council." 

I 76~ 16 Dec 1929. Buddie & Otley to Registrar. BAJJ. 11192. Box 83b. 4939. NaLArch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
VoLl7. pp610S-6106 

17td 31 y!ar 1930. Certificate of Exemption of Rates, BAJJ. 11192. Box 83b, 4939, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
VoLl7, p.6104 

ino 9 ylay 1930, Under Sec to Reg, MAl, 29/4/6/1, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l7. p.6113 
177 ! 20 May 1930. Registrar to Under Sec, MAl, 29/4/6/1. Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Vo1.l7, p.6112 
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Waipaoa 

(39,302 acres) 

In April 1889, the title for Waipaoa was investigated and two pieces of land - Waipaoa Nos. 1 and 2 

- containing 2,911 acres each were awarded to the Crown for expenses in surveys. 

On 11 July 1889, Sheridan forwarded a note to Brooking requesting information as to whether there 

was any application being made for rehearing in respect of the Waipaoa Nos.l and 2 block which 

had been awarded to the Crown in satisfaction of survey liens. \772 

On 24 July 1889, the Licensed Interpreter, R.C.L. Reay wrote to the Native Minister reporting on 

the "desirability" of the Waipaoa block for purchase by the Crown. He stated the block was on the 

north side of Waikaremoana Lake with a large water frontage containing 23,000 acres. The title was 

investigated in April 1889 and abuts 5,000 acres of which had been awarded for expenses in 

surveys. \773 

The block is covered with heavy forest, which will be most valuable 
when there are facilities for getting it out at a reasonable cost, or it 
would make a splendid forest Reserve ... If this block is acquired by 
the Crown, there would then remain a piece of land in one or two 
blocks laying between Waipaoa block and Ahikereru (an unknown 
country) which the Natives would probably then get surveyed and 
bring under the Native Land Court Acts and obtain a title ... At 
present no dealings or negotiations with private parties have as yet 
taken place on this block; and from the present state of the N ati ves, I 
consider it a most favourable time to purchase; the land is of no use 
whatever to the Native owners, as not a single one reside or are ever 
likely to do so on the block. 

Native Department Under Secretary Lewis responded to Reay acknowledging receipt of his 

report. 1774 Lewis noted, however, that that "Government does not at present propose to acquire any 

lands in the locality in question." 

i 772 II July 1889. Sheridan to Brooking, MA-MLP 1. 19101129 Vol I, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vol.!S. 

p.6240 
24 July 1889, Reay to Nat Min, MA-MLP 1. 19101129 Vol 1. Nat.Arc~L. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l8. 

pp6243-62H 
30 July 1889 Minute from Lewis to Reay. \I.-\-\ILP I, 19101129 Vol 1, ~at.Arch .. Wgtn., Supponing Papers. Vol. IS. 

p.6241 
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In March 1890, Hapimana Tunupaura wrote to Native -Minister Mitchelson regarding land being 

awarded to the Crown for payment of survey liens in the Waipaoa block. 1!75 .. He stated: 

This is to give you further information on the subject of our 
(interview) with you on the occasion of your visit to Wairoa, that is, 
touching the cost of survey of the Waipaoa block. That block has 
been surveyed and heard before Judge Wilson and an order has also 
been made for the cost of the survey. 2,9 [1 acres out of Waipaoa 
No.1 and an equal quantity of acres out of Waipaoa No.2 have been 
set apart to pay for the survey. We consider that this is a heavy loss 
to us for the portions set apart to pay for the survey are much too 
large especially as the entire block only contains 39,302 acres. We 
ourselves asked Judge Wilson to name or allow a higher price per 
acre for the quantities set apart for the survey than that he named for 
we consider that 5,822 acres were far too much for the survey, this 
was our reason for making the request of for laying the matter 
before Judge Wilson but he refused and gave his own price. In 
consequence of this decision we applied for a rehearing of the two 
portions set apart with a view of having 100 acres deducted from the 
quantity set apart and also to have a list of names attached to the 
order for cost of survey. Our principal reasons for wishing the 100 
acres returned to us are two, first so that we might get our burial 
places reserve, and the second was that the portion which we 
intended for a Kainga might also be reserved to us .... We requested 
that 100 acres be returned with our burial places and that the price 
per acre be fixed at 5/- because Waipaoa is fine land notwithstanding 
it being covered with forest - the soil is very good and is near the 
farms. Soon perhaps that land will again be dealt with. 

On 18 April 1890, Lewis minuted the Native Mininster to recommend that the Hapimana Tunupaura 

be informed that "the award of land to the Crown cannot be reopened." 1776 

At some time in 1890, Sheridan telegraphed the Chief Surveyor at Napier regarding the award of 

land being made to the Crown in payment for survey liens over the Waipaoa block. 1;~7 He stated: 

:775 

!?76 

Matahuia is not Crown lands and has no official existence except as 
a portion of Waipaoa block. It was cut off with a view of recouping 
Government for the survey line ofWaipaoa. The Native Land Court 
did not approve of the arrangement and in lieu thereof awarded the 
two portions known as Waipaoa Nos. 1 & 2 to the Government. 
Matahuia had better disappear from the maps. Can you now put 
plans on orders of Court for Waipaoa No.s 1 & 2. 

March 1890, Hapimana Tunupaura to Mitchelson, MA-MLP I. 19101129 Vol I, NaLArch .. W gtn .. Supporting Papers. 

VaLl 8, p6234-6238 
18 Apr 1890, Lewis to Nat Min, MA-MLP I, 19101129 Vol I. ?'iaLArch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. VoLl8, p.6233 
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Sheridan further minuted the Chief Surveyor on 3 June 1892 requesting information as to the survey" 

of two pieces of land containing 2,911 acres or whether orders in favour of the Crown could be 

completed without survey. 1778 The Chief Surveyor replied that the survey had not been made but the 

division lines on the map "are simple" and he saw "no difficulty" in completing the orders without 

survey. 1779 

Four years later, on 29 May 1896, Land Purchase Officer Wheeler informed Under Secretary 

Sheridan that the Waipaoa subdivisions Nos. 3 to 10 had been "frequently offered for sale.,,178o The 

total area was 33,480 acres. 

No.3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

133 owners 
91 " 

187 " 
62 " 
40 " 
58 " 
45 " 

132 " 

The purchasing of the Waipaoa subdivisions was agreed to. By 1899, there is some evidence of 

opposition. On 21 August 1899, Under Secretary Sheridan forwarded a minute to the Premier on 

attempts by Wi Pere to disturb the purchase: 

Now Wi Pere is following us to the Wairoa endeavouring to stop the 
purchase of the Waipaoa block which is the key to the Drewera 
Country and to the opening up of which the Surveyor General 
attaches a great importance. As a matter of fact we are only 
purchasing shares which are offered to us. Wi Pere is I understand 
urged in this matter by a half caste mimed Taore Smith who hung 
about the office here last year until he succeeded in getting the 
purchase started and a small payment for his services. 

On 21 August 1899, the Premier minuted Sheridan reminding him of a past promise made in respect 

of land purchasing. 1781 

IS90. Sh~ridan telegram to Chief Surveyor, MA-MLP I. 1910/129 Vol l. NatArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. 

VoLl S. pp6229-6230 
3 June IS92, Sheridan to Chf Surveyor, MA-MLP 1,19101129 Vol I, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vol.IS. 

p.62-l5 
6 June IS92, Chf Surv to Sheridan, MA-MLP I, 19101129 Vol I. NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting P3p~rs, VoLlS. 

p.62-l5 
29 \-lay IS96. Wheeler to Sheridan, MA-MLP I, 19101129 Vol 1. NatArch .. Wgln .. Supporting P3p~rs, Vol.lS. 

p.622S 
21 .-\ug ;S99, ~Iinut~ from Premier to Sheridan, MA-MLP I, 19101129 Vol I, NaLArch .. WglO .. Supporting P:1pcrs. 

Vol.IS. p.6225 



r~ 
! :1 

! 

718 

In respect to Native Land Purchases on the East Coast a promise 
was made that certain Chiefs would be consulted prior to 
completion. The names of the Chiefs were Gazetted as you are no 
doubt aware of kindly see the pledge given is observed. 

Wi Pere wrote to Sheridan on 24 August 1899 regarding purchasing of the Waipaoa block. 1782 

I have positively heard you are purchasing Waipaoa although you 
told me you had not supplied them with money, now, where does 
the money come from? to purchase that land? 

Oh my friend, do not talk wrongly to me and I am now desiring of 
speaking in the House as to what the Premier said and published that 
purchasing had ceased on the East Coast. He also said that the 
Committee should decide as to selling or not. 

Both you and the Premier have stamped upon those statements and I 
see the lies the Premier told in my presence. 

Sheridan minuted the Premier wishing to be informed whether or not the purchases now proceeding 

on the East Coast are to be stopped. He also stated, however, "these Committees are being consulted 

before any new purchases are commenced." In response the Premier noted, that "so long as the 

Committees are consulted well and goOd.,,1783 

Nothing further is recorded on file until 23 September 1910 when a letter was sent by Tiaki N. Mitai 

and others to the Native Minister informing him that the m~ority of owners in Waipaoa No.5 block 

wished to sell the remaining balance of the main block to the Crown. 1784 

17~2 

liil3 

This is the balance of the main block of Waipaoa remaining after the 
sale to the Crown, it being designated Waipaoa No.5. This block 
was subsequently placed by the Governor under the provisions of . 
Sec.8 of the Act of 1905, and the Tairawhiti Maori Land Board 
undertook to lease it. The Board then cut it up and advertised it for 
lease. Not a single section was taken up by lease and the land still 
remains idle and unproductive. 

Those being the facts - and as we desire to sell out interests in the 
block, either to private individuals or to the Crown - we hereby ask 
of you as Native Minister to recommend the Crown to purchase our 
interests at the rate of the Government Valuation now obtaining. 

::4 Aug 1899, Wi Pere to Sheridan, MA-MLP 1, 191011::9 Vol I, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8. 

p.6224 
\!inures from Sheridan to Premier. MA-MLP 1. 19101129 Vol!. Nat.Arch .. Wgrn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l8. 
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::3 Sept 1910, Tiaki N. Mitai et al to Nat :V'lin, 1v1.-\-~ILP 1. 19101129 Vol!. Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. 
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It should be added that some of us owners, those residing towards 
Te Reinga do not wish to sell their interests. We therefore suggest 
that their interests be cut out in the position shown by the 
accompanying plan edged in red. We calculate that the interests of 
sellers will aggregate 10,000 acres. 

This land we particularly desire to sell to the Crown because it is 
lying idle and unproductive. The idea is that if it is turned into 
freehold it will then be taken up. 

We have made this suggestion to the Board and the Board agrees 
because no one comes forward to lease. The majority of the owners 
are willing to sell but would not bother signing this paper in the 
meantime. If we get a favorable reply from Gov[ermen]t we shall 
call a meeting as provided for in Part XVII of the Act. 

On 21 November 1910, a resolution was passed by owners of Waipaoa No.5 block that "the offer 

made by the Crown to purchase the whole or any portion of the block at not less than the 

Government Valuation be accepted." 1785 

On 27 September 1911, the Native Department Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to the 

Native Minister regarding the offer of sale of Waipaoa No.5 block to the Crown. 1786 He noted the 

Native Land Court had reported the partition had taken place on 25 September 1911. 

The President of the Tairawhiti District Maori Land Board reports 
that vendors are in very straightened circumstances and suggests that 
the sum of £ 1,000 be paid to them by way of advance so as to 
relieve the pressure. 

The Under Secretary noted that: 

I am not in accord with the procedure, but as you are personally 
acquainted with the people and the position you may think it 
advisable to make the advance. The purchase money will, of course, 
be paid through the Board. 

The Native Minister minuted the letter stating: "In the meantime suggest advances by Board if they 

can do so." 

:785 21 Nov 1910, Resolution of Meeting, MA-MLP I. i9i0l129 Vol I, NaLArch .. Wgtn., Supporting PJpers. Vol.lS. 

p.621 S 
27 Sept 1911. Under Sec to Nat Min, ~[A-MLP I, 19101129 Vol 1. NaL.-\rch .. W gtn., Supporting PJpers. \01.18. 
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On 22 November 1911, the Under Secretary responded to a telegram from the Land Board Presi'dent 

which stated that an advance of £ 1 ,300 had been made by the Board to the vendors of the Waipaoa 

No.5 block. As the President noted that as the owners "greatly needed money presume excess will 

be approved." 1 787 

On 26 January 1912, W.H. Cooper a storekeeper of Tarapatiki wrote to the Minister of Lands 

regarding the delay of payments being made for the purchase of Waipaoa block. 1 m He stated: 

For a very considerable time past the Natives of Waikaremoana have 
been expecting payment for Waipaoa block of some 19,000 acres or 
there abouts. They apparently cannot seem to get any satisfaction, 
month after month it is yes payout 20th next, then again we hear the 
Court is paying fourths, now. I hear the matter is hung up. This has 
been going on for about 18 months to 2 years, the Natives like 
myself are getting sick of the word Waipaoa. 

I have told them I would write headquarters, hence my troubling 
you ... 

The Under Secretary replied to Cooper on 23 May 1912 regarding his desire "to elucidate the 

apparent apathy or mystery in connection" with the Waipaoa block. 1789 He stated: 

I am not aware of any. The Native Land Court has dealt with the 
block, against whose decision certain appeals have been lodged, 
which will in due course come before the Appellate Court for 
settlement. 

On 24 June 1912, Frederick James Foot a solicitor ofWairoa, wrote to the Native Minister regarding 

the purchase of Waipaoa No.5 block. 1790 

The Natives owners of this block a part of which was sold to the 
Crown some three years ago are very anxious to have the balance of 
the purchase money paid over to them. 

He noted that there another meeting of owners had been held on 11 June where 67 owners were 

present. 

1788 

1789 

!7'JO 

22 Nov 1911, Telegram from President to Under Sec. MA-MLP 1, 19101129 Vol 1. Nat-Arch., Wgtn., Supporting 
Papers, V01.18, pp6213-6215 

26 Jan 1912, Cooper to Min of Lands. -MLP 1, 19101129 Vol 1, Nat-Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. V01.18. 
p.6208 

23 :'vlay 1912. Under Sec to Cooper, MA-MLP 1, 19101129 Vol!, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Vo1.18. 
p.6207 

24 June 1912, Foot to Nat Min, MA-MLP 1, 19101129 Vol I, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VoLl8, pp6204-
6206 



; 
'.' 

721 

It was then there resolved "That the Hon. The Native Minister be 
requested to forward the balance of purchase moneys due upon 
Waipaoa Block to Mr Fred J. Foot, solicitor, Wairoa, for 
distribution to the Native owners and any authority in writing 
requiring by the Minister be given to Mr Foot, to act for the 
Owners". 

He noted that Rawho Winitana informed him that he had been instructed by the ten owners resident 

at Waimarama to join with the Native owners resident in this district in appealing to you for an early 

settlement of this matter. 

On 2 August 1912, the Under Secretary informed the Native Minister that "Wi Pere and others "were 

endeavouring to cloud the issue" by asking that the question of relative interests be reopened in the 

Waipaoa No.5 block case. 1791 He stated that "these have been decided some years, the only chance 

of reopening IS per medium of Section 50 of the Native Land Act, 1909, and then the Chief Judge 

would have to issue recommendation before Order in Council could issue." The Under Secretary 

recommended that "Wi Pere be replied to in the following manner: Cannot interfere with Court." 

On 18 September 1912, Mr George McLeod wrote to Under Secretary Campbell regarding the 

purchase of the Waipaoa block. 

I would be obliged if you could obtain some information for me as 
to when the Government are likely to payout on the Waipaoa block, 
Wairoa Hawkes Bay. 

This block was purchased from the Natives by the Government 18 
months or two years ago. In August 1911 they paid out about 
£2,000 and about £ 1 ,600 has yet to be paid. 

As most of the business people of Wairoa have given the Natives 
goods on the strength of them getting a "draw" from Waipaoa it is 
one of great importance to us in that district. 

On 30 September 1912, the Native Minister replied to Campbell regarding the letter received from 

McLeod Clod stated that the block was under acquisition by the Crown and vested in the Tairawhiti 

District Maori Land Board. 1792 The Board had requested the Native Land Court to partition the block 

which was done but now orders were being appealed. 

2 Aug 1912, Under Sec to Nat Ylin. Y[A-MLP I, 19101129 Vol 1. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Support;.i", Papers. Vol.IS. 
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The position has been further complicated by the fact that a petition 
has been presented to the House, praying for a rehearing or remedial 
legislation. The subject matter of the petition is the definition of 
relati ve interests as ascertained by the Court being unsatisfactory. 

The payment of the purchase money would hae been made long ere 
this if the title had been in order, and it was only to assist the owners 
over a trying winter that my predecessor authorised an advance of 
£2,000 to be made .. .I regret to state that no further advance can be 
made. 

On 17 February 1913, the President informed the Under Secretary that orders have not yet been 

signed owing to the want of survey over the Waipaoa block. 1793 He stated: 

The portion that is to go to the Crown is now called Waipaoa No.5B 
block and contains approximately 16,785 acres ... 

On 8 May 1913, the President wrote to the Under Secretary reporting of his visit to the Wairoa 

where he "found that there was an impression among the Natives that they were to get £1 per acre for 

the Waipaoa No.5 block." 1794 

You will note that the present valuation is considerably less than 
that. On making enquiries in the office I find that the former 
Government Valuation was £1 per acre, and that all the negotiations 
were conducted on the assumption that the £ 1 per acre would be the 
price paid. 

The Under Seqetary wrote to the Valuer General on 13 May 1913 regarding the reduced valuation of 

the Waipaoa block. 1795 

Would you please explain this as the Natives understood they would 
get at least the value of the land as it was then, and probably an 
increase thereon. 

The Under Secretary received a telegram on 20 May 1913 regarding a meeting held with owners of 

the Waipoa No.5 block.1796 

171)) 

! 7114 
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Waipaoa Natives held representative meeting this afternoon and 
while expressing some disappointment at drop in price resolved 
under all the circumstances and their desire to receive early payment 
to accept the present valuation awaiting about in the hopes that the 
money will come shortly what will be earliest date available as we 
are ready to pay now. 

On 7 October 1915, Land Purchase Officer Goffe forwarded a letter to the Under Secretary from 

Pete Te Rongo and others offering their interests to the Crown in the 2,624 acre Waipaoa 5A block. 

He stated Waipaoa 5B was already purchased by the Crown. 1797 

On 13 October 1915, the Under Secretary wrote to the President of the Tairawhiti District Maori 

Land Board informing him that owners in Waipaoa 5A block had offered their interests to the 

Crown·1798 He requested that the President inform him whether or not the owners wishing to sell 

were "substantial owners" and particulars of the value of the land as "assessed for Land Tax 

purposes." 

The Registrar forwarded to the Under Secretary on 23 October 1915 particulars of the Waipapa SA 

block. 1799 

i 71)7 

... this block is held in 2489 shares; Peti te Rongo owners 24 shares, 
Mere Waiti 20 shares and Mere te Paea (if same as Mere Wairama) 
14 shares. 

The land tax has not been assessed on this block but the valuation 
department has it on their books at £1 per acre. 

The Natives were apparently at one time anxious to settle on land but 
desired it relieved from Board control. There was an application 
under Part XVIII to lease portion to a European but as it was held. 
that the land could only be leased under Parts XIV or XV this was 
snot proceeded with. No doubt if it is excepted there will be 
Europeans anxious to receive it although when the Board originally 
offered it for lease there was not a satisfactory response. 

We believe a small portion is occupied by the owners but cannot say 
what prospects there are of the Crown acquiring the Natives 
interests. The owners are those who formerly objected to sell it to 
the Crown and were cut out accordingly. 

7 Oct 1915. Goffe to Under Sec, MA-MLP I, 19101129 Vol I. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l8, p.6186 
13 Oct 1915, Under Sec to President, MA-MLP I, 19\01129 Vol I, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l8. 
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On 16 December 1915, the Under Secretary wrote a memorandum to Goffe regarding the 

Government Valuation of £1 per acre over Waipaoa No.5 block. He noted that Waipaoa No.5B was 

acquired by the Crown at a special valuation obtained for the 16,785 acres at "only" £ 11 ,000. 

Therefore he requested a special valuation for Waipaoa No.5A and until this "question" was settled 

Goffe was to hold back on the purchase of this block. 1800 

On 30 May 1916, the Under Secretary for Lands forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary 

of the Native Department infonning him that there was a survey lien against No.5 block of £64.15.0 

being half the cost of boundary. Blocks 5A and 5C were still "Native Lands" over which the field 

work had been completed but no plan as yet. 1801 

On 13 October 1916, Paretene Waata and two others, owners of Waipaoa No.5A block petitioned 

the Native Minister regarding the "interference ofPakeha, J.W. Nolan." I 802 

ISOO 

!:WI 

1 iO: 

Commissioner Sir Robert Stout placed this under Sec.15 of the 
1909 Act, but owing to the foolishness of the home people steps 
were not taken quickly to have the title put into order in a way to 
allow them to lease. However, in June last they had an application 
Gazetted to allow of a communal lease, but owing to the interference 
of Pakaha J.W. Nolan, who wanted it leased to him, the lease was 
not granted. The same Pakeha, is still interfering, he threatens that if 
he does not get the lease he will apply that the land be held for sale 
only. 

We entreat of you to turn a deaf ear to the applications of this 
Pakeha, which are not in the interests of us Maoris. We declare that 
we do not intend to lease privately to a Pakeha. One of us has 
occupied the land for 6 years, a substantial house has been built on 
it: 400 acres has been felled and grassed; and there are now 600 
sheep, besides cattle, grazing on it. 

This Pakeha, Nolan, called a meeting of assembled owners for the 
9th of this month, and the meeting declined to give him a lease. 

The owners intend to put their own proposed lease before the Board 
in November next, and that is well; for it will probably place our 
lease beyond this Pakeha's assaults. 

16 Dec 1915, Under Sec to Goffe, MA-MLP 1, 1910/129 Vol 1, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8. p.61S3 
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We assure-you that we are quite able to improve and work the land, 
and that we have money for the purpose_ 

This is one of the blocks which we assured Mr W.O.S. MacDonald 
we were holding to work ourselves - at a former meeting. Nolan 
has 5,000 acres adjoining this, and he also has other lands. Yet he is 
roaring to [g]et our land. All told we owners number 70, yet he 
would willingly sacrifice us to gain his own selfish end. 

On the same day, Nolan wired a telegram to Native Minister Herries requesting a ... 180J 

... Proclaimation on Waipaoa No.SA Native refuse deal with me 
insist on leasing for Native farm. 

Herries replied to Nolan stating: 

Will put a proclaimation on Waipaoa No.5 but if I do so, it will 
distinctly be understood that Crown will purchase itself if Natives 
will sell. 

On 30 October 1916, Board representative Paul Stubbing forwarded his report of a meeting he 

attended of the owners of Waipaoa SA block. The proposal was that the block be "revested in the 

owners", but this was not carried. He stated that "the others desire to work the land themselves." 1804 

It was declared later that "a lease under Part 16 be granted to Paratene Kunaiti, Hune Kukanui ad 

Arani Kunaiti." 

On 31 October 1916, the Under Secretary wrote to Goffe requesting him to forward a full report on 

the Waipaoa 5A and SC blocks. 1805 He "presumed it would be useless to have meetings of 

assembled owners called." He also requested from Goffe "his views" on the owners wishing to 

work the block themselves. 

On 18 November 1916, Goffe reported to the Under Secretary on the Waipaoa No.SA sand 5C 

blocks. Goffe stated that these blocks had been partitioned by the Native Land Court and some 

sections were retained by owners who "preferred to farm their interests rather than sell to the 

Crown." 1~06 In 1913, the Crown had purchased 15,000 acres of Waipaoa 5 out of a (Otal of 17,000 

acres. This left a balance of 2,000 acres. Goffe noted: 

! SO) 

1:-;04 

1 S03 

1 S06 
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From time to time up to now no effort was made by the N<l:tives to 
proceed with their family farm. However, about the middle of last 
year arrangements were made by a section of the Native owners for 
the issue of a lease to a European. An application was made: 

1. For the title to be re-vested in the Native owners this being found 
necessary to order to enable them to issue a lease direct to the 
European under the provisions of Part XVIII of "The Native Land 
Act, 1909" 

2. For the land to be leased to this European. 

In the meantime another section of the owners mooted the family 
farm scheme and followed up the idea by making application for the 
issue of a lease under Part XVI to nominated heads. 

A meeting had then been held where the owners voted against all of the applications. 

With regard to the family-farm idea, I can only say ... that it appears 
it was only brought up by a particular section of the owners for the 
purpose of grabbing the land, and thereby blocking the other owners 
dealing to outside people including the Crown, and from a practical 
standpoint it is an almost impossible proposition. None of the 
owners are financial, and would have to depend on outside capital 
for assistance, which could not be obtained on the security of a Part 
XVI lease. 

There are about £300 worth of improvements on the land, which 
belongs to Tangi Whareaupo and family - dissentients to the lease -
who have resided on the particular portion for over ten years. She 
has also a house on the land. There are no improvements other than 
what this Native has effected on this land, and any interests that may 
be acquired should be purchased at the unimproved value in order to 
allow for the improvements of this Native to be cut out. A resolution 
by the Assembled Owners will not carry as three persons who are 
opposed control the majority vote. 

With regard to 5C I hardly think there is any necessity to restrict this 
block. It is purely a bluff or cliff, and is a balance of scenic reserve 
and should be purchased for that purpose. 

Goffe again wrote to the Under Secretary on 31 December 1916 regarding the purchase of the 

interests of the owners in Waipaoa SA block.ISO? 

I ~07 

While there I am going out to Mangapoike to see the principle owner 
in Waipaoa SA the old lady who owns the improvements, and will 

31 Dec 1916, Gaffe to Under Sec. :VIA-MLP I, 19101129 Vall, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vol.IS. 
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offer to but [sic] her interest. Might I suggest that we purchase her 
interest only on the improved value, thus she would get about £300 
and would benefit by her industry. I understand she is not very well 
and could not travel. Mr Bowler could come with me as an official 
witness will have to go when the trip is made. She might sell out 
when she knows she is getting so much more than her friends. Your 
instructions on this point will gi ve me more confidence. 

On 12 January 1917, the Under Secretary instructed Goffe to "enter into negotiations" with the 

primary owner ofWaipaoa 5A block and "find out exactly what sum she will accept.,,1808 The Under 

Secretary noted that other owners also may "insist on being paid their shares in the value of these 

improvements." 

On 26 January 1917, the Valuer-General forwarded values of the 2,624-acre 5A and 81-acre 5C 

Waipaoa blocks. 1809 

5A 

5C 

2,620 acres 

81 acres 

£2,592 capital value 

£ 70 

£2,292 Unimp. Val 

£70 

*Whare £30, Fencing £50, Clearing £1,55, Grassing £65. 

£300* Impts. 

On 15 August 1917, the Under Secretary was notified by the Commissioner of Crown Lands that 

there was still an outstanding amount of £55.15.0 from the original survey lien. He noted that this 

amount was not deducted from the purchase money at the time of the purchase and it did not appear 

now to be any chance of recovering same. He therefore requested authority to write off the 

amount. 1810 Two days later, on 17 August, the Under Secretary stated that there was "no objection to 

the writing off of the sum of £55.1.50 in respect of survey liens over Waipaoa No.5 block. 1811 

The following year on 25 January 1918, Goffe again wrote to the Under Secretary regarding the 

Waipaoa 5A block. 1812 He stated: 

1S08 

I !!O9 

,810 

1:-111 
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The~ large holders are the Kunaiti family who are all against selling at 
the price offered, they suggest that the Crown should increase the 
purchase money to five pounds per share which is of course out of 
all reason. 

Tangi Wharoraupo the old lady who claims the improvements lives 
on the block and is also against selling, I have at all times sent 
messages to her to come into Wairoa and have a talk over matters, 
but never comes in, being rather old and not caring to travel the 
distance to her home is great it would take two days there and back 
and would be an expensive trip to take an interpreter there with the 
off chance of her being at home and prepared to do business. I 
would not care to take it upon myself to go unless specially 
instructed by you to do so, as (he chance of her selling is very 
remote even though she were offered all the money for her 
improvements. 

Small sellers will continue to come in from time to time and take. 

On 9 April 1918, Goffe informed the Under Secretary that he was able to see Tangi Whareraupo "the 

old lady who holds 109 shares" as she was in attendance at a large meeting held at Frasertown. 1813 

I suggested to her that she should sell to the Crown plus the money 
for improvements this she declined to do, giving as her reason that 
her home was there, the place suited her and did not wish to sell at 
any price. I could do no more. I therefore report accordingly, others 
will sell from time to time. 

The next year, on 17 October 1919, Goffe wrote to the Under Secretary informing him he was of 

"opinion" that further interests would be acquired within a "reasonable" time in the Waipaoa SA 

block. 1814 

If desired the Crown's interests can be cut out at any time, but I 
think it would be sie to wait until after the Xmas and New Year 
holidays have passed. The land is being acquired at a fair figure, but 
as soon as the Crown cuts out up will go the price and it will be 
harder to purchase. 

This is portion claimed by one old Maori lady, her claim being 
disputed by others, among whom are sellers to the Crown. 

It seems though, that matters stalled from this point onwards. Several years later, on 15 October 

1924, the Commissioner of Crown Lands informed the Under Secretary of Lands Department that 

the Crown had acquired undivided interests amounting to about 1,300 acres in the Waipaoa SA and 

: ~ 1 J 9 Apr 1918, Goffe to Under Sec. MA-MLP 1, 19101119 Vol I. Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. V 0\.1 8, p.6160 



729 

5C blocks and "is not likely to be able to get more.,,1.815 He-also noted that that Tairawhiti Maori 

Land Board had submitted a proposal to offer the whole of the block of 2,700 acres for lease for a 

term of 33 years. 

On 11 November 1924, the Registrar informed the Under Secretary that the Waipaoa 5A and SC 

block were now vested in the Tairawhiti Maori Land Board and were at present "unoccupied". 1816 

Blackberry is beginning to show on the roadside and a partItIon 
would give neither the Crown nor the Natives a workable property. 

The Registrar recommended that the proclamation restricting alienation to the Crown dated 13 May 

1924 be lifted to enable the Board to lease the lands by Public Auction or tender. 

On 12 January 1925, the Registrar wrote further to the Under Secretary regarding the Waipaoa 5A 

and 5C blocks. He stated that the land may be offered by the Board for lease. 1817 "As this is mostly 

,bush land it should be offered shortly to enable the lessee to make arrangements for bushfelling from 

April onwards." 

On 30 March 1925, the Registrar wrote to the Under Secretary regarding an interview that took place 

between the Native Minister and John Downs who requested that. .. 1818 

.. ,a reserve should be cut from the above block for the purpose of 
giving some of his clients an area for occupation. 

The Registrar also noted the Manager of Papuni farm adjoining was interviewed who stated: 

1314 

iSI5 

IS 16 

ISI7 

In regard to Mr Down's statements: The position of the grave (only 
one on block) and meeting house is as shown. The meeting house is 
an old building of iron (very rusted), no floor, and falling down. No 
one ever lived in it. The only person who lived on the block for the 
last 10 years is Papera and he lived in a tent. His is an old age 
pensioner and now lives in Wairoa. Whareraupo is dead. There is a 
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man on the block now but he only arrived since the land has been 
advertised. 

The Registrar noted that the Board was to make arrangements for the fencing and keeping fenced the 

grave on the block. He also noted that as "there has not been any recent continuous occupation or 

that anyone will be prejudiced by our letting the land. It has been idle for twenty years now and 

there is a very strong demand for the land at present." 

John Down telegraphed the Native Minister on 14 April 1925 regarding the lease of Waipaoa 5A 

block. 1819 

Re Waipaoa 5A Eustace Lane purchaser of lease said block has 
plenty land Wairoa Kiwi station why allow him to deprive Natives 
of papakainga in anticipation of your consideration. 

On 17 April 1925, the Under Secretary received a minute, apparently from the Native Minister, who 

wished to know more about the Waipaoa 5A block. 1820 

Has the Board leased this land to Eustace Lane or to whom is it 
leased? 
Is this a case of dummyism or not? 
Is it certain that the Natives who want their 100 acres cut out have 
other lands elsewhere and that this is not a kainga in use by the 
Natives at the present time. I should like to be certain on this point. 

On 29 April 1925, Taahi Rapata and others wrote to the Native Minister regarding the Waipaoa 5A 

block. 18ll They listed the names of the persons who were in occupation on the block. 

1~20 

IS:!! 

We have a meeting house and four houses on the land. There are 
also two cemeteries - one where one person was buried during the 
influenza epidemic - and another of one acre, being an old urupa. 

We have 50 sheep on the land. There were 800 here before the 
Government commenced its operations. Mr Bruce asked us to sell 
our sheep but we have not done so. 

Because of the Proclamation over this land, and also owing to the 
instructions given by Mr Gaffe, viz. that we should make no further 

14 Apr 1925. John Down to Nat Min, MA-MLP 1, 19101129 Vol 1, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. VoLl8, 
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improvements, the land has been lying idle and nothing has been 
done to it. 

We have been continuously in occupation since 1905. 

We asked that the land should be brought under Section 18 so that 
the tribe could work it as a communal farm. The Board asked what 
money we had for that purpose, and we replied that we hoped to 
have assistance from the Native Trust Office. This did not seem 
satisfactory to the Board and it was intimated that they would 
proceed to put the land up for auction. 

We thereupon telegraphed (on 4/4/25) to the Minister but did not 
receive a reply. 

Nr Nolan notified the Board (or those entrusted with the control of 
this block) that the land was over-run with noxious weeds and asked 
that it be brought under the Noxious Weeds Act. This was one of 
the areas referred to when the Minister was in the district in 
connection with lands infested with noxious weeds. 

Our desire is that this land should be re-vested in us in order that we 
may be free to work it as a farm. 

On 30 April 1925, the Registrar wrote to the Under Secretary reporting on the Waipaoa SA 

block.lm He noted the land was on the 7th instant leased to John Lane at a rental of 4/- per acre per 

annum: "I would say it is not a case of dummyism.". The Registrar also stated that Mr Down was 

acting for "so many people", he also could not comment as to whether there were "any landless 

owners among them." 

The land at present is clear of blackberry and under lease will be 
kept so. If the Te Reinga Natives occupy the land it is only 
reasonable to assume that the Te Reinga blackberry will accompany 
them and their stock. 

Three months later, on 15 July 1925, Taahe Robert and others wrote to Native Minister Coates 

making an application for an injunction against the lease ofWaipapa 5A block. 1823 They stated: 

... such injunction to operate till the enquiry in connection with this 
land has been completed. 

We are in receipt of your letter of 13 June and have to state that we 
have been waiting for a long time for the report of the Board. The 
Judge was requested to forward you a report. As you have not 

30 .~pr 1925. Registrar to Under Sec. :VIA-:V!LP 1. 19 i 01129 Vol 1. ~at..~[ch .. Wgm .. SuppG,;ing Papers. Vol.! S. 
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received, it yet, it appears to 'us that· he is purposely intlicting undue 
hardship upon us. This is our land and not the Board's. 

On 15 February 1926, Taahe Rapata acknowledged the Native Minister's letter of 22 December in 

reference to the Waipaoa SA block. 1824 

I have observed that the Minister does not favourably consider the 
proposal by the owners of the block. It is admitted that this land is 
of very high value. However, the ten acre piece, upon which there is 
a house which was cut out of the lease for a reserve, is not large 
enough for the owners to live on. In this piece, there is only a 
quarter of an acre of good land. As you have decided that the land 
should be leased we ask you to remove the restrictions on Tuahu 
Reserve containing 100 acres for the owners of Waipaoa to live on. 
We ask you to favourably consider this application which will 
benefit your Maori race. If this application is given effect to it will 
settle the trouble in connection with Waipaoa block. 

On 12 April 1927, the Registrar forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary informing him 

that the Court on the 14 March dealt with the Crown application for partition of the Waipaoa SA 

block. 1825 The orders were as follows: 

Waipaoa SAl - 613 acres in favour of the Crown 
Waipaoa SA2 - 2,007 acres in favour of the non-sellers and the 
Crown in undivided interests. 

The area awarded to the Crown SAl absorbs a small part only of the 
value purchased by the Crown, the Crown being also the owners of 
an undivided interest in SA2 representing the balance of its value. 

On 11 August 1927 the Registrar forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary informing him 

that there were no survey liens outstanding on the Waipaoa SA block. "They were all paid by the 

Maori Land Board out of rents received from Lane, the present tenant." I 826 

On 16 May 1928, the Registrar forwarded a return to the Under Secretary of date of purchase to the 

Crown in 81-acre Waipaoa SC block. Most of the interests were purchased in 1917, total amount 

paid £48.13.8. 1827 
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Whirinaki 

(31,500 acres) 

On 22 February 1884, Rawiri and others forwarded a petition to J .E. MacDonald the Chief Judge 

of the Native Land Court requesting the hearing of their lands to be heard at Te Teko. 1828 

The claims for that Court are these:- Whirinaki, Heruiwi, Pohokura, 
Te Whaiti, Rangaehu, Kaingaroa No.1, Rangipo, Omatewhie and 
our succession claims. 

Sir, consider our petition, that you may really fix the sitting of the 
Court for hearing these claims at Te Teko; because great has been 
the suffering of this people in past Courts which sat at Matata and 
Whakatane. Those places were very distant from our district, and 
we suffered from the stopping idly at distant places among 
strangers. 

This is people having large landed possessions and it is not right to 
take constantly the hearing to distant places. 

Galatea is our proper place: but by reason of the want of 
accommodation for the Judges and officers of the Court we do not 
urge that the Court really sit there, but at Te Teko. It is not far from 
our homes, and there is accommodation for the Court, and the 
persons attending the Court, and an enclosure for the horses, and 
food for all the people; and Te Teko is near the telegraph office at 
Whakatane. 

Sir, fully consider these reasons, and grant our petition. 

Three days later the Licensed Interpreter commented on the request made by Rawiri and others on 

behalf of Ngati Manawa. 1829 

I can only state that the [illegible] of this request would be a great 
boon to these tribes - and as they are very large landowners and the 
claims mentioned cover a very extensive area of country in that 
neighbourhood their petition is entitled to receive great 
consideration. 

I~'~ 22 Feb ISS·+, Rawiri et al to MacDonald. Closed File 258, Whirinaki Carr -1911 Rotorua NILC, Supporting Papers. 
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MacDonald minuted Hammond the Registrar wishing to know if Te Teko would be a suitable place 

to hold a Court. Two months later on 5 April 1884, Alfred Preece wrote to Hammond regarding his 

inquiry about accommodation at Te Teko.18JO 

There is no House suitable for a Court House nearer than their 
Maori Meeting House at Kokohinau which is some distance away 
and as for Hotel accommodation there is none sufficient. 

It was recommended by MacDonald on 18 April to fix Whakatane and "if need be the Court can 

adjourn to some other place." 

On 15 April 1884, Fraser reportecUo Hammond that he thought Te Teko was suitable for the Court 
i 

sitting. 18 31 He noted the Hotel was not large but could accommodate the officers of the Court. 

There is a large Native House some distance away from Te Teko. 
That might be used .. .I think that the Barracks could be used for the 
Court if there was some slight alterations made by taking down the 
partitions etc. And I consider that Te Teko is a suitable place. 

On 27 February 1885, Te Mirimana Tuhoto of Ngatimanawa wrote to MacDonald wishing to know 

the month and day when the Court would sit to hear their lands:- Whirinaki and Heruiwi blocks. 1832 

Friend sent me the printed Notice for those blocks more than three 
weeks before the month and the day on which the Court shall open 
for those blocks. I am now residing at Tairua. Send it direct to me. 
Those lands belong to us and I am one of the conductors for those 
blocks of land. 

On 2 September 1885, Henare Aperahama wrote to Hammond regarding Kahiti notices not being 

received by him. 1833 

Friend, this is the reason I lost the blocks in time past: because the 
Kahiti did not reach me. 

Friend, explain to me how many should reach me in the week or in 
the month? 

5 Apr 1884. Preece to Hammond, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua NlLC. Supporting Papers. Vol.IS. 
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Friend, has the Court begun to sit for Whirinaki, Heruiwi, and 
Pohokura? .. " .. , 

Friend, reply speedily to this letter. 

Friend, I have heard that the Court for those blocks IS now In 

session. 

Friend, I am now waiting for the reply to this letter. 

A minute to Hammond recorded that the panui dealing with these blocks had not yet been issued. 

Ori 3 October 1885, MacDonald received a letter from Harehare Atera and another representing the 

"peoples residing at Galatea; that is from Ngatimanawa, Ngatiwhare, Patuheuheu and Ngatihauka. 

They wished their lands to be adjudicated upon at Galatea "but you were not willing." 1834 

This is our fourth application to you to grant that the adjudication 
upon our lands may be at Te Teko, near Galatea. For that is another 
of our places. There is a public house there, a store, a farm, a post 
office. Here is a settled European belongs to us, to these tribes, and 
Sir, there will be no suffering for us in that distant, nor any loss 
there. We have a settlement with houses there for us Maoris. 

We can never be willing to have the adjudication upon our lands to 
be removed elsewhere; that is upon Whirinaki, Heruiwi, 
Tuararangaia, Oruatewhi, Rangipo Rakawaewae, and Pohokura. 

Now friend, many of our lands have been adjudicated upon at other 
places, at Taupo, Matata, Whakatane and Napier; at places distant 
from our homes; and we suffered loss upon all those lands and in 
our persons, from scarcity of food, and of houses and of farms for 
our horses. 

Therefore, we urgently request you that it may be fixed for Galatea 
or Te Teko. 

PS. Friend, let you favourable reply to these letters be sent to us 
speedily. For we are preparing a wooden building for the Court at 
Galatea and preparing food also. This is the reason we request you 
to send the reply speedily 

A reply was forwarded to Harehare Aterea stating that "matter will be considered when a Court is 

ordered for the neighbourhood." 

3 Oct 1885. Harehare Atera et al to \bcDonald, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua :vILC, Supporting 
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. ~~ .. 
Two years later on I July 1887, Hammond received another letter from Henare Aperahama still 

waiting fortheKahiti respecting the hearing of Whirinaki and Heruiwi and Tuararangaia blocks to be 

sent to him. A reply was forwarded to Henare Aperahama stating that no Notice as yet has been 

issued for the hearing of these blocks as no Court had been fixed. 

On 14 October 1890, the 31,SOO-acre Whirinaki block came before the Native Land Court for its 

investigation of title. 1835 The application under which the case was heard was by Rawiri Parakirir 

and others on behalf of Ngati Apa). A counter claim arose from Waretini on behalf of Ngati Matarai 

(a hapu of N gati Apa) to the northern portion of the block only. A further counter claim came from 

Tutakangahau of behalf of Tuhoe hapu Ngati Tamakaimoana. The final counter claim arose from 

Harehare Aterea on behalf of Ngati Manawa. 

The Court heard a large amount of evidence regarding claims through ancestry, conquest and 

occupation. This evidence went through to 6 November 1890 when the Court summed up the cases 

and delivered its judgement. 1836 

• The counter claim from Waretini on behalf of Ngati Matarai was said to have produced "very 

meagre" evidence and was dismissed. 

• The counter claim from Tutakangahau of behalf of Tuhoe hapu Ngati Tamakaimoana was also 

dismissed as the evidence had found that despite past conquests, the original occuopants were 

ultimately left in possession of the block. 

• The counter claim from Harehare Aterea on behalf of Ngati Manawa, despite "conflicting" 

evidence, was supported by the Court. 

• The Ngati Apa claimants, (who also in other forum had gone under the name of Ngati Manawa), 

were also have found to have proved their case. 

The Court expressed the opinion that "Ngati Apa have the largest interest in the Whirinaki block, but 

they are not the exclusive owners." 

The judgement is, the Court award this block to Ngati Manawa and 
Ngati Apa in the following proportions: 

Te Harehare Aterea and those of Ngati Manawa who claim under 
him 2/Sth of the block and To Hapimana Parakiri and those of Ngati 
Manawa and Ngati Apa claiming under him 3/Sth of the block. 

14 Oct 1890,Whakatane Mbk.2, p355-375, Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8, pp6254-6273 
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On 20 March 1891 , Judge Gudgeon reported to the Chief J udgeof the N ati ve Land Court on the 

communications received by Te Hurinui and others of the Ngatiawa tribe. He described the 

communication as being: 1837 

... contains really nothing upon which I can report except only the 
impudent allegations of particularity on my part concerning which I 
can have nothing to say and vague ascertions as to matters which by 
inadvertance they failed to bring before the Court at Whakatane, the 
meaning of this being I presume that they have now decided on 
another sale. 

Two months later on 19 May 1891, Gudgeon reported on the Whirinaki block case and the award 

that was made by the Court being 3/Sth to those who claimed as Ngatiapa and 2/5th to those who 

under Harehare Aterea claimed as Ngatimanawa "pure and simple." 

It was clear to the Court that there so called descendants of ago were 
in fact Ngatimanawa and had only lived on this land as such in fact 
that they had raised the name of Ngatiapa for the sole purpose of 
enabling them to set up a claim independent of that of Harehare the 
real chief of the tribe. It is quite clear that these people had however 
a large claim on the Whirinaki block by right of occupation and that 
they were in part descended from Apa but the Court was of opinion 
that they had nor an exclusive right to the whole block - of course 
they object to my not giving exclusive credance to their take and 
hape to be more successful on a second occation. It is of course 
possible that either party may be entitled to a few acres more or less 
than they have received but in such cases when it is evident that the 
claimants belong to one and the same tribe there must always be a 
difficulty in apportioning the interests. 

On 15 June 1892, the Registrar wrote to Judge Gudgeon at Whirinaki regarding searches made of 

owners to the Whirinaki block. 1838 

We have found that 12 names appearing on the original lists handed 
by the Natives have been left out of the order. There is apparently no 
authority for this, which appears to be a clelical error. I enclose the 
file and the list of the omitted names ... If you will say what is to be 
done regarding these. I will have the order re prepared. The relative 
interests might also be stated viz shares, are not in question. If you 
approve. As there is a growing tendency to refer to the original 
native lists in cases of dispute I would suggest for your 
consideration whether it would not be well to [,:] all alterations on 

;;]7 20 ivlar 1891, Gudgeon to Ch Judge. Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -191 i Ro[Orua MLC 
15 June 189'2, Registrar to Gudgeon, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua MLC, Supporting Papers, 
Vo1.l8, p.6369 
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these lists so as to show clearly that such alterations are done by 
. authority. The clearest way wquld be to initial each name as passed. 
This plan has been adopted by some of the Judges. . 

Three days later on 18 June 1892, Judge Gudgeon forwarded a memorandum to the Registrar in 

response to his letter of 15 June regarding the ownership lists. 1839 

When this list of Whirinaki was passed I had not the experience I 
now possess as to the capacity for evil the Clerks of this department 
posses - or I would have checked work. 

On 2 February 1893, Chief Judge Davy forwarded a memorandum stating that a rehearing was to be 

made to determine the matters in dispute between several persons. 1840 

... who were on the said investigation adjudged to be the owners of 
the said block and if necessary of varying the said decision by 
excluding any of the said persons from the title or by awarding to 
any of them a larger interest on the said land or by reducing the 
interest already awarded or in any other manner to vary the said 
decision as between the said parties as on such rehearing may be 
determined. 

On 4 February 1893 the Assistant Surveyor forwarded his report on the Whirinaki block. 1841 

On location of certain landmarks and places cultivations etc doing at 
request of Ngatimanawa or "Tangiharuru" section of owners, but 
stopped by the section claiming as Ngatiapa but who ultimately 
agreed to co-operate in the location survey upon the recommendation 
of the late chief Judge [illegible] Smith Esq to whom the matter was 
referred and who deemed the work necessary to elucidate the 
grounds upon which a Rehearing !~ applied for by one set of owners 
and repeated by another. 

The Surveyor noted that he had prepared a sketch map which showed as clearly as possible the 

approximate position of the places and marks proposed to be visited. He also noted that during the 

journey over the block both parties agreed upon the position of survey of the places marked on the 

Plan. On 11 February 1893 a request was received from Henry Mitchell the surveyor to have his 

survey liens upon the Whirinaki block gazetted for hearing at the first Court sitting at Rotorua, 

Maketu or Taupo. 

\8-1\ 

18 June 1892. Gudgeon to Hammond, Closed File 258. Whirinaki Corr -1911 ROlOrua yILC, Supporting P:1pers. 
Vol.IS. p.6370 
2 Feb 1893. Memorandum from Davy, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua MLC 

4 Feb 1893. Asst Survey report. Closed File 258. Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotoru:1 MLC. Supporting Papers, Vol.18. 
pp6355-6367 
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On 15 June 1893,arehaering of Whirinaki occurred which focused on inclusion of people and the 

proportionate ownership between the two sets of owners. Ultimately this led to an award of 

Whirinaki No.1 (approximately 18,900 acres) to Ngati ApalNgati Manawa and Whirinaki No.2 

(approximately 12,200 acres). 

At the end of 1893, on 28 December, solicitors Cotterill and Humphries wrote to Von Sturmer 

regarding a "very large advance" made to Henry Mitchell from the late Hutton Troutbeck on account 

of the survey of certain lands. The solicitors now noted that Mitchell is applying to the Native Land 

Court to record a survey lien against the Whirinaki block: 1842 

If any such lien be granted Mitchell ought to transfer it to the 
executor of Mr Troutbeck as he has no claim whatsoever to it. We 
understand now that Mitchell asserts that he has not been paid. As 
we desire to protect the interests of Mr Trouthbecks estate, we shall 
be much obliged if you can let us know whether the matter is likely 
to come before the Court and if so we shall take care that the 
executor shall be represented. 

In reply Von Sturmer forwarded a minute dated 16 January 1894 and stated that the survey liens 

mentioned were made in the Land Court in favor of Henry Mitchell on the 21 July 1893 at the 

"request of the Native owners of the land." 1843 

Whirinaki No.1 for £399.10.6 
Whirinaki No.2 for £266.7.0 

On 27 February 1895, Court official Browne forwarded a minute to Poraumati regarding an 

outstanding survey lien owed over Whirinaki No. 2 block for the sum of £266.7.0. He noted that 

"the amount should be paid to the official assignee in bankruptcy as Mitchell's estate is now in his 

hands. 1844 On 28 March 1895, Browne made further comment to a letter of 17 March 1895 received 

from Tiki Paaka regarding the survey lien over Whirinaki block No.2. He stated that a reply be made 

that he "cannot say what proportion each person ought to pay of the survey lien." He recommended 

that communication should be made with the official assignee in Bankruptcy. 1845 

13', 28 Dec 1893, Cotterill & Humphries to Von Sturmer, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua \ILe. Supporting 
Papers, Vo1.l8, pp6345-6346 

:;"3 16 Jan 1894, Von Sturmer ;""Iinute, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr-1911 Rotorua NILC, Supporting P:lpers. Vol.18. 

p.6346 
27 Feb 1895, Browne re Mitchell survey lien, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Carr -1911 Rotorua ,'vILe. Supporting 
P:lpers, Vol.18, p.6344 

,,", 28 Mar 1895, Browne re survey liens, Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua NILC, Supponing Papers. 
Vo1.l8, p.6342 
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'On 1 November 1895 a memorandum was forwarded to the Chief Surveyor requesting survey liens 

over Whirinaki No.2 block due to Mitchell be paid. A minute from Chief Surveyor Kensington to 

Browne stated. "How can we register such transfer when orders have not issued for want of 

survey?" 

In the aftermath of settling the title of Whirinaki, the Crown became involved in purchasing interests 

within the block. Research has not been conducted on this purchase period due to time constraints. 

By 1895, however, the Crown was prepared to cut out its interests in the Whirinaki and payout the 

survey liens. As a result of a hearing of the Land Court on 4 December 1895, the subsequent awards 

were made. 1846 [Acreage only approximate] 

BLOCK 
NO. 
1 s.l 
1s.2 
1 s.3 
1 s.4 

2s.1 
2s.2 
2s.3 
2s.4 
2s.5 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 
10,111 

664 
1,238 
6,940 

407 
9,802 
1,980 

348 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

Crown 
Owners 
Crown 
Owners 

Owners 
Crown 
Owners 
Crown 
Owners 

Two years later on 29 July 1897, Sheridan forwarded a memorandum to the Surveyor General 

requesting a "direct withdrawal of the original survey lien on Whirinaki blocks to clear the way" for 

the issue of Certificate of Title to the Crown. 1847 

The residue of these blocks still held by the Natives although, now 
freed from all liability in respect of the original survey lien, are 
chargeable with a reasonable proportion of the partition surveys for 
which fresh liens should be lodged. 

The original liens were paid out of Native Land Purchase Account. 

Sheridan forwarded another memorandum later on 9 December 1897 noting that at a sitting of the 

Native Land Court at Rotorua an award was made of 21,499 acres of the Whirinaki blocks Nos. 1 & 

2 to the Crown which included the settlement of Mitchell's survey lien of £665. He also noted that 

1.<." -1- DeC 1895. Rotorua Mbk34, pp28--1-:2 [not copied] 
29 July 1897. Sheridan to Sur Gen. Closed File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua NlLC, Supporting Papers, Vol. I S. 
p.6339 
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. .. 
the award does not include any expenses which may be necessary to separate the interests acquired 

by the Crown from the non-sellers. 1848 

On 15 May 1899 an application was made by Chief Surveyor for an order charging the land 

Whirinaki No.2s.3 for cost of survey £ 1 0.8.2 which was due and owing. It was agreed by parties 

that 70 acres be awarded to the Crown in payment. The block to be known as Whirinaki 2s.3A. 

Similarly partition Is.4A was created of 281 acres and this was also awarded to the Crown for 

survey costS.1 849 

In 1902 and 1903, several further partitions within Whirinaki occurred. 

DATE 

2/07/1902 

24/211903 

26/2/1903 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1s.4B 1 
Is.4B2 

2s.1A 
2s.1B 
2s.1C 
2s.1D 
2s.1E 

2s.3B 1 
2s.3B2 
2s.3B3 
2s.3B4 
2s.3B5 

SIZE NO. OF 
(a.r.p) OWNERS 
3283/0/00 22 
3433/0/00 

139/3/33 
l32/1/25 
25/2/30 
39/3/24 
6911/05 

78/0/37 11 
736/1/18 8 
376/0/00 3 
245/0/00 15 

On 7 August 1910, Willie H. Bird wrote to Ngata on behalf of his wife and family regarding 1,500-

acres at the southern end of the Whirinaki No.2 block and 1,800 acres at Hikurangi Horomanga. 1850 

He stated: 

... they cannot work both, so have decided to sell the Whirinaki 
piece, and work the other with the proceeds, I am not in a position 
to give them a start so I think this is the best thing they can do it is 
hopeless to try and work bush land without some capital to start. 

The following month on 29 September 1910, Bird again wrote to the Native Minister regarding the 

sale of the Whirinaki block. 1851 He noted that: 

'''3 9 Dec 1897, Sheridan to Sur Gen, Closed File 258. Whirinaki Corr -1911 Rotorua MLC. Supponing h.pers. VaLlS. 
p.6339 

!i"' 15 May 1899, Ratorua Mbk42, pp174-193 [nor copied) 
'<50 7 Aug 1910. Bird to Ngata. MA-MLP I, 19101128, Nat .. -\rch .. Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8, p.6517 
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Our reason for wanting to sell this piece of land is because we have 
not money enough to work it, and also that we are interested in two 
other blocks viz Te Whaiti and Hikurangi. We have started to fell 
bush on the latter block and intend improving and settling on it if we 
can raise funds. We interviewed the Hon Ngata about it and he 
advised us to write to you therefore we look to you to help us. 

We are very anxious to work our land and we assure you that the 
money we get if they sale takes place will not be wasted but will got 
towards improving our interests in the other blocks. 

Ngata minuted the Native Minister on 6 October 1910, stating that Bird "is correct in saying that he 

and others mentioned the matter to me at Waimana. " He noted the block was outside the Urewera 

Reserve and adjoins Te Whaiti. 1852 

On 24 November 1910, F.W. Wallis forwarded his report noting that Whirinaki NO.1s.4B1 

contained 3,283 acres and had 22 owners. 1853 

Bush land. Pumice formation of good quality and fairly easy 
country. Slope chiefly towards east and north. Heavily timbered 
with rimu. Open land. Broken and undulating. Pumice formation of 
poor quality, covered with scrub and tussock. 

Block as a whole would square off the boundaries of adjoining 
Crown lands, the bush land of which is heavily timbered and should 
prove suitable for milling. 

On 26 January 1911 an application was made by the Crown for the purchase of Whirinaki 

NO.1s.4B 1 block which contained 3,283 acres. 1854 

On 19 June 1911, the President wrote to the Under Secretary regarding the meeting of owners to the 

Whirinaki NO.ls.4B 1 block where they considered an offer made by the Crown to purchase. He 

noted that "representatives of the Board who attended the meeting reports that the resolution was 

defeated but that certain of the owners holding 59 shares, representing about 1,467 acres are 

prepared to sell at 15/- per acre." 1855 

!sSI 

1 R53 

135-1. 

29 Sept 1910, Bird to Nat Min, MA-ivILP I. 19101128, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8, pp6514-6515 
6 Oct 1910, Ngata to Nat Min,MA-MLP I, 19101128, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, V 01.1 8, p.6511 

24 Nov 1910, Wallis report to Registrar. MA-MLP I, 19101128. Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8. 

p.6504 
26 Jan 1911, Application from Crown to Purchase. BAJJ, 11192 Box .:J.C, 176. )iaLArch., Auck., Supporting PJpers. 

Vo1.l8, p.6526 
';55 19 June 1911, President to Under Sec, BAJJ. 11192 Box.:J.C, 176, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8. 

p.6525 
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Oil. 3'\ October 1911 the Whirinaki No.2s 1 block was before the Native Land Court for the issue of a 

partition order. 1856 Mehaka Tarapounamu stated: 

I am representing the applicants in this case. I submit a scheme of 
partition which we have arranged ... The block has been arranged as 
to give each section a fair share of the good land and bad land. The 
scheme is shown on the plan herewith and the lists of owners I hand 
in. 

There being no objections the Court proceeded to make the orders. 

BLOCK 
NO. 

2s.1A 
2s.1B 
2s.1C 
2s.1D 
2s.1E 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

129/2/38 
130/0/00 
25/0/06 
38/2/12 
67/1/08 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

53 
32 
38 
14 
16 

On 5 January 1912, Wiri Kie Kie wrote to the Under Secretary regarding their application for the 

partition of Whirinak NO.1s.4B 1 block. He noted the block had been offered for sale 8 months ago, 

this resolution was lost and those who wished to sell applied for partition. As yet no reply had been 

received regarding this application. 1857 

On 17 May 1913, Whirinaki 1s.4B was partitioned: 

BLOCK 
NO. 

Is.4B lA 
Is.4B IB 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

1533/3/33 
1749/2/07 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

On 6 September 1913, a Mrs Murphy wrote to the Native Mininster regarding the partition of the 

Whirinaki 1 s.4B block. She noted that his block had been partitoned last May and as yet she had not 

received money. 1858 

j ~57 

I am a daughter of (KieKie) Mrs Bird of Murupara and am trying to 
farm another piece of land but I am handicapped for the want of 
money to complete my boundary fence and manure for turnips and 

26 Feb 1903, Whakatane Mbk 46, pi 05. Supporting Papers, Va1.l8, p6291 
5 Jan 1912. Wiri Kie Kie to Under Sec, -MLP 1, 19101128, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. \'01.18, p.6496 
6 Sept 1913, Murphy to Nat Min,-MLP 1, 19101128, NaLArch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Val.18. pp6489-6490 
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rape for winter feed. I have lost heavily this last winter through not 
being able to get turnips in last spring. 

On 29 October 1913, the Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to the Valuer General regarding 

the Whirinaki IsAB lA and 1 B block. He noted the "valuation is urgently required. The land is 

valued by the Natives at 15/- per acre." IH59 

On 8 April 1914, the Valuer General forwarded his report to the Under Secretary regarding the 

valuation of Whirinaki IsAB lA and IB blocks. 1860 He stated; 

The valuer describes the land as being of fair quality covered with 
fern and Tutu - the whole block being of pumice formation. On both 
sections there is some fine timber, chiefly Matai, but owing to its 
inaccessibility it is of no commercial value. 

On 11 May 1914, W.H. Bird of Mururpara wrote to Native Minister Herries regarding the purchase 

of the Whirinaki block. He noted that a valuer had been over the block some months ago but they 

had not received word from the Department about it. He requested Herries if he "would you kindly 

push things along a bit." 1861 

I would like to ask you if the Gov[emmen]t would think of buying 
the Te Whaiti block, the Ngatimanawa portion I mean. 26,000 
acres. I think there are a good many willing to sell, it is a valuable 
block of land and adjoins the Heruiwi and Whirinaki blocks already 
acquired by the Crown, our family and others here would like to 
sell. They want the money to work the Hikurangi blocks. now being 
subdivided by N[ative] L[and] Court at Whakatane. 

Mr Bird wrote again to the Under Secretary on 22 June 1914 over the Whirinaki IsAB lA block.186~ 

.. .I have been in communication with the owners of this block and 
everyone of them agrees to sell. There are only 8 or nine owners of 
this block living and it is their desire that if negoations for sale could 
be carried through quicker without the Native Land Board they 
would prefer to do without the same. As the majority of owners are 
living at Murupara and two at Whakatane perhaps the Postmasters at 
these places could get the signatures of owners and payout the 
purchase money. 

29 Oct 1913, Under Sec [0 Valuer Gen. MA-MLP 1, 19101128, Nat.Arch., Wgm., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l8, p.b-l88 
IW) 8 Apr 191-l, Valuer Gen to Under Sec. ylA-MLP I, 19101128, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. VoLl8, p.6-l85 

II \lay 1914, Bird to Herries, MA-~ILP 1, 1910128 P:lrt I, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8, p.6-1-S0 !.:(fd 

! 802 22 June 1914, Bird to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1, 19101128, Nat.Arch., Wgm., Supporting Papers, Val.IS. ppM-:-9-MSO 
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Four days later, Bird informed the Under Secretary that since writing he had received word from 

some of the owners withdrawing their assent to the sale, "but they did not give a reason for 

objecting, probably they consider they are not getting sufficient for the block." 1863 

On 18 July 19 I .. +. Bird informed the Under Secretary he again held communications "vith [he owners 

and found that "there is now a majority in favour of selling." 

On the same day the President wrote a memorandum to Bowler, the Native Land Purchase officer 

informing him that a meeting of owners to consider a proposed sale to the Crown of Whirinaki 

1s.4B 1A block of 1,533a 3r 33p has been arranged at Murupara on 14 September. 1864 

Minutes from the meeting of 14 September 1914 recorded that five owners were present and that the 

motion to sell to the Crown for the sum of £500 was put before them. This was confirmed. "Te 

Wharepapa Hopaea and Hohepa Kuku asked that their share should be paid to them in 

Whakatane." 1865 

On 7 October 1914, the Under Secretary of Lands forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary 

of the Native Department informing him that the Chief Surveyor of Auckland informed him the 

Whirinaki block "contains valuable timber and suggested that a proclamation should issue with a 

view to preventing disposal of land to private individuals." 1866 

The Native Department Under Secretary informed the Lands and Survey Under Secretary that 

Whirinaki 1s.2 and Whirinaki 1s.4B 1 blocks had been sought for purchase some years ago from the 

Native Purchase Board but in both cases, the owners had refused to sell. He noted in the case of 

Whirinaki 1 s.2 block that the land it contained the Rangitahi Pa and cultivations. However, the 

owners of Whirinaki 1s.4Bl (namely lA) containing 1,533a 3r 33p have passed a resolution to sell 

to the Crown for the sum of £500. 

On 9 November 1914, the Native Department Under Secretary informed Bird that a cheque had been 

forwarded to the President of the Waiariki Maori Land Board for the purchase of Whirinaki No.1 

sec4B 1A. 1867 On the same day, the Chief Surveyor wrote to the Under Secretary of Lands 

1863 

ISM 

26 June 1914, Bird to Under Sec, MA .. MLP 1, 1910112S, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. VaLlS, pp6476-6477 
IS July 1914. President to Bowler, 11192 Box 4C, 176, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. VaLlS. p.6475 

14 Sept 1914. Resolution of Meeting. BAJJ. 11192 Box -Ie, 176, Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers, VaLlS. 

p.6546 
7 Oct 191-1-. Under Sec to Under Sec. MA-MLP 1, 191O/12S, Nat.Arch., Wgtn .. Supporting Papers, Vol.lS, p.6-17-1-

"07 9 Nov 19l-l, Under Sec to Bird, MA .. MLP 1, 1910112S, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers, VaLlS. p.6466 
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.. 
recommending a proclamation to be issued over Whirinaki No.1 sAB 1A, No.1 s.4B IB, and No.1 
sAB2: [868 

The subdivisions at the north end of the block, Whirinaki No.1 sec3 
and No.2 sec 1 have lately been surveyed by Mr Stubbing who 
informed me that the Natives are living on the land, and are 
commencing to farm it. It is very doubtful whether the Crown could 
or would like to negotiate for this land. 

On 9 November 1914 the Native Department Under Secretary wrote a memorandum to the President 

confirming the purchase of the Whirinaki No.1s.4B 1A block to the Crown. 1869 

On 11 January 1915, an application was made for a meeting over owners 10 Whirinaki 

No.1sAB2.1870 On 27 January 1915, the Under Secretary wrote a memorandum to the Registrar 

notifying him that the value of the Whirinaki No.1 Sec 4B block as at March 1914 was £600, and no 

improvements. IS71 

A meeting was held of owners on Whirinaki No.1 s.4B2 block on 1 May where a resolution was put 

that the land be "sold to the Crown for the sum of £5 per acre." 1872 Minutes were also recorded of 

the meeting, there was an adjournment called for to allow the owners time to discuss the price 

offered. 

Rawiri said this land was good land, and carried sheep but they wre 
killed off by wild dogs, the price wanted was £5 per acre, and they 
would not take less, the timber on the land was good for milling 
purposes. 

On 4 August 1915, the Native Land Purchase Board accepted the Board's cnfirmation of the 

purchase of the Whirinaki 1s.4B2 block. 

In November, a series of partitions occurred: 

DATE 

11111/1915 

BLOCK 
NO. 

1s.2A 

SIZE 
(a.r.p) 

92/3122 

NO. OF 
OWNERS 

6 

1%, 9 Nov 191-1-, Chf Surveyor to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1. 1910/128, Nat.Arch., Wgtn., Supporting Papers. Vo1.18. p.6464 
:<6; 9 Nov 191-1-, Under Sec to President, , 11192 Box 4C, 176, Nat.A.rch., Auck., Supporting Papers, V01.18, p.6465 

11 1Jn 1915, Application for meeting of owners, BAJJ, 11192 Box 7A 3-1-3a. :--Iat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers, 

VoL 18. p.6532 
27 ]In 1915. Under Sec to Registrar, BAJJ, 11192 Box 7A 343a. Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Vo1.18. 

p.6S31 
1 "'by 1915, Meeting of owners, BAJJ, 11192 Box 7A 343a, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Vol.18, p.6530 
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1s.2B 97/0/05 7 
1s.2C 50/2/35 4 
1s.2D 97/0/00 8 
1s.2E 85/3/17 23 
1s.2F 110/3/31 12 
Is.2G 25/3/10 5 
Is.2H 57/3/00 6 
1 s.21 28/2/00 2 
1s.2K 15/1/00 74 

22/1111915 2s.1B 1 16/3/31 
2s.1B2 32/3/31 23 
2s.1B3 76/3/05 32 

23/1111915 2s.1A 1 18/0/00 12 
2s.1A2 35/0/00 
2s.1A3 76/3/05 

There is some evidence available on these partitions. On 11 November 1915 the Whirinaki No.ls2 

block was brought before the Native Land Court for a partition order. 18
?3 The witness, Maranui 

Rawiri informed the Court that this block had been "partly partitioned" at Murupara and adjourned to 

this sitting for completion. 

In the meantime we have had a sketch plan of the block made which 
we produce showing the houses of ours. We found that the area 
instead of being under 400 acres is 660 acres. We ask that the 
partiton made at Murupara cancelled and the block partioned in 
accordance with the arrangement we have come to. 

There were no objections. The Court issued the orders: 

In the case of the partition of Whirinaki No.2 sIB there was quite a bit of discussion. 18
?4 Natanekai 

Takuria stated: 

I am appearing for the applicant Te Whaiti Paora. The block is in 
two divisions and Te Whaiti Paora wishes the proper proportion of 
the shares of himself and his family ... They are entitled to 44 acres 
altogether and of the area 18 acres will be located in the North 
division and 26 acres in the South division. 

Objections were called for and challanged by Haare Haupoa who stated: 

On behalf of myself and others I object to this proposed partiton. 

1873 31 Oct 1911. Whakatane Mbk 55 pp9-1--IIO. Supporting Papers. Vo1.l8, pp6293-6297 
1~7' 22 0iov 1915. Whakatane Mbk 1-1-, pp130. Supporting Papers, Vo1.l8, p.6311 
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Haare Haupa continued: 

The proposed partition ~f the Nort~ division will leave my kainga in 
Te Whaiti Paora's portIOn - that IS the place where I am. actually 
living. My cultivations will also be included in that portIOn. My 
ancestors and elders all lived on that part of the block and the fences 
and houses were erected in their time. It was through my evidence at 
Rotorua in the partition that our subdivisoin was cut off in .the 
manner it has been. Te Whaiti Paora opposed to me at that at lime 
but owing to his fence being included in No.2s IB I ad~tt~d him 
into our list. His fence is on the north end of the block adJommg the 
river and I propose that the norther division <;>f !he bl<;>ck sh~ul.d. be 
partitioned by a line ... This will give them wIthm theIr subdIvISIOn 
all the fences and cultivations they have on the land. It would also 
take in one of my paddocks ... 

Pekeke te Whaiti testified before the Court. He stated: 

I know the block before the Court. My kainga is located as shown 
on the sketch plan. I wish my interest located in the north boundary 
of the north division and I have no objection to having the portion 
on which my house stands to Haare. Haare and I belong to this one 
family and it was Haare who asked my father and I to come into his 
division. 

Haare Haupo had no questions for this witness. 

The Court informed the parties that it would adjourn until Monday. On Monday. It was also noted 

that Whirinaki No.2s1B had survey costs of £16.7.11 plus interest of £1.3.11 total £19.11.10 over 

it. The amount to be paid into the Court was for Haare Haupo a sum of £ 12.19.4 and Pikake te 

Whaiti £6.12.6 

On 23 November 1915 the Court resumed its sitting regarding the two partitions m Whirinaki 

No.2s IB block. The Court stated: 

In this case the dispute is between Te Whaiti Paora and his family on 
the one side and Haare Haupo and those with him on the other. The 
block is in two divisions the northern one being occupied and the 
south one unoccupied. Taking it that each party is entitled to its 
proper proportion of the north and south divisions the area for Te 
Whaiti Paora's party in the north division will be 18 acres. They 
have their houses at the north east end of this division on the river 
bank but for the same reason, not apparent to the Court, Pikake te 
Whaiti who was the representative before the Court of Te Whaiti 
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Paora's party wanted to take the north western side of the block. My 
share would have included within that subdivision some of Haara 
Haupu's houses and a great part of his fences and would have left 
her own houses and some of her fences in Haare Haupu's division. 
This would have been all right if Haare Haupu had agreed but he 
would not. He naturally wanted his own house and as many of his 
fences as he could get. No matter how the partition is made some of 
his fences will be included in Te Whaiti Paroa's division ... 

The Court issued Orders to satisfy both parties. The Court also issued a statement: 

Each party to have three weeks after survey completed within which 
to remove their fences on to their own divisions. 

On 15 December 1915, the Chief Surveyor wrote to the Registrar regarding a surveyor who was 

cutting out land on the Whirinaki No.2 sec IB block and who had located "a tapu containing 35 

perches in the southern portion of the block." He wished to know if the Court had issued any order 

for this tapu or whether the area was to be included in the area of land. 1875 The Registrar replied on 

25 January 1916 stating he could not find any trace of the Court having made an order for a Wahi 

Tapu in the southern portion of the Whirinaki No.2 sec IB block. 

On 28 July 1917, an application was made by the Chief Surveyor to the Native land Court of the 

outstanding amounts of survey liens owing against some of the Whirinaki blocks. 1876 

Is.2A - £21.8.1 

Is.2C - £7.17.1 

Is.2E - £9.11.7 

Is.2F - £13.18.4 

Is.2H - £8.14 

Is.2J - £4.17 

Is.2K - £5.4.7 

On 3 February 1919, an application for confirmation was forwarded by Konoro of Waimana for the 

lease over Waimana IB ID2C - the area of 17a 2r 16p at 15/- per acre per annum - for a term of 10 

years. 1877 

1m 15 Dec 1915, Chf Sur to Reg, File 258, Whirinaki Corr -1911 ROlOrUa ~viLC, Supporting Papers, Vo1.18, p.6333 
im 28 Julv 1917. Survey Liens, Block Order File, 2447A. 2446B,2445B Box 1600, Rotorua MLC. 

3 Feb 1919. Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, 1ll92, Box 7ge, 4765. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting Papers. 
Vol.l7, p.5762 
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.. 
On 26 August 1919, the Chief Surveyor made application before the Native Land Court for 

outstanding survey lien charges against Whirinaki 2s.1 B 1 blocks. 1878 

2s.IBl-£6 

2s.1 B2 - £8.8.5 

2s.1B3 - £2.12.6 

On 20 May 1920 an application was placed before the Native Land Court by the Chief Surveyor with 

outstanding amounts of survey liens against Whirinaki blocks. 1879 

1 s.2H2 - £ 13.10.9 

On 29 May 1920, an application for confirmation was forwarded to Hohepa Katene a sheep farmer 

of Murupara for the purchase of Whirinaki NO.2s3B3 part containing 703 acres for the consideration 

of £ 1 per acre. The original size of the block was 736a lr 18p. 1880 

In August 1920, the following partitions occurred: 

DATE BLOCK SIZE NO. OF 
NO. (a.r.p) OWNERS 

20/811920 Is.2El 18/3/00 1 
Is.2E2 5111/27 21 

23/8/1920 Is.2Dl 16/0/20 1 
Is.2D2 97/0/10 8 

Is.4B2A 199/0/00 1 
Is.4B2B 72110/16 11 
IsAB2C 170/2/32 3 
Is.4B2D 597/0/16 11 
IsAB2E 186/0/16 1 
IsAB2F 884/0/16 11 
IsAB2G 674/0/32 19 

On 6 September 1920, application was made for confirmation of a purchase on 23 August 1920 to 

Thomas Anderson of Murupara over Whirinaki 1 s2G which contained 26a 3p for the sum of £3 per 

acre. I SSI On 8 September 1920 another application for confirmation was made for the further 

IS'; 26 Aug 1919, Survey Liens, Block Order File, 2453B Box 1604. Rotorua MLC. 
1:{-<I 20 \Iay 1920. Survey Liens, Block Order File, 2446B Box 1599. Rotorua NILe. 
i{S,) 29 Ylay 1920. Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192. Box 69m, 4128. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Suppomng Papers. 

Vol.18, p.6545 
6 Sep[ 1920, Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192. Box SSt", 3282. ~at.Arch .. Auck., Supporting P:J.pers. 
Vo1.18. p.6551 
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interests of owners in the Whirinaki No.2 s3B3 block at the same consideration of £ 1 per acre to the 

same person Hohepa Katena. 1882 

On 24 November 1920 an application was made for a meeting of owners in Whirinaki No.2 s3B2 

block containing 78 acres 37 perches. "That the said land be sold to Thomas Anderson of Murupara 

settler for the price or sum of £ 1 5/- per acre." 1883 On 12 February 1921 an objection was received 

from several owners to the sale of Whirinaki 2 s3B2. 1884 It read: 

My reason for objecting to the sale of this land is I and several of us 
are almost landless and wish to retain our portion of Whirinaki as 
some day I am looking forward to settle on the land. 

On the same day, 12 February 1921 the meeting of 12 owners was held. The resolution was read. 

Patiti Paerau. I object to the sale, I and others interested in this block 
are almost landless. I now ask that this land should be retained for 
the future use of these owners. 

A vote was taken for the sale: Against 113 share - Majority for sale 3 116 shares. Arapeti Paerau alias 

Albert Warbrick stated that: 1885 

I wish to withdraw my interest out of the sale out of the above 
section because I have a home on it and also that I have being living 
on the land for about 25 years I have a brother buried there also. 

On 2 May 1921, Albert Warbrick wrote to Judge Ayson regarding the sale of the Whirinaki N02 

s3B2 block. 1886' He stated: 

This land has been before the Board for sale by Herana 
Mokonuiarangi and others to Thomas Anderson of Murupara 
Galatea. It is my sincere wish to see you but I regret to say that I 
cannot come owing to the position that I am placed in. I really regret 
the sale of this land as it has been my home since 1895. I have 
fenced and improved it with the exception of a small area. I do not 

8 Sept 1920, Application for Confirmation, BAH, 11192. Box 69m, 4128, 0iaL.-\rch., Auck., Supporting Papers. 
Vol.18, p.6541 

1~83 24 Nov 1920, l\pplication for Meeting, BAJJ, 1119~. Box SOg, 2982, Nat..-\rch., Auck., Supporting PJpers. Vo1.17. 
p.5938 

18S. 12 Feb 1921, Objection to Sale, BAlJ. 11192, Box Sag, 2982, Nat.Arch, Auck .. Supporting Papers. VoLl7. ppS935-

5936 
1835 12 Feb 1921, Objection from Arapeti Paerau. BAJJ. lll92. Box Sag. 2982. ~m.Arch .. Auck.. Supporting rolpers. 

Vol.li. p.5934 
2 May 1921. Albert Warbrick to Ayson. BAJJ, 11192, Box SOg. 2982, '-iat.A.rch ... -'-uck .. Supporting Papers. VoL 17. 
ppS9 32-59 3 3 
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like the idea of this sale taking place because we are one family with 
Hernana,. His share in the land descends to him through his 
grandfather who was my uncle. If this sale in confirmed by you it 
will be impossible for me to live on the place as our interests (my 
brother and I) shares only amount to a few acres. It was my uncles 
wish that this land should never be sold as it was a family kainga for 
their descendants. My brother is also buried on the place. 

The Registrar replied to Albert Warbrick on 14 May 1921 as per instructions from the President to 

inform him that his objection had been noted and that he would have an opportunity to state his 

objections before the Board when the resolution comes up for confirmation. 1887 

On 6 July 1921, Anderson made another application for confirmation of one owner's interest in 

Whirinaki 1 s2G purchased on 20 January 1921. 1888 

On 21 October 1921, a further application for confirmation was forwarded by Hohepa Katene of 

Murupara for the purchase of other owners interests in the Whirinaki NO.2s3B3 block at the same 

consideration. 1889 

On 19 November 1921 an application for confirmation was before Judge Ayson where it was stated 

that there were "certain of the proprietors did not consent to the resolution". The Board postponed 

the consideration to allow for the partition of the block. An Order was made on 18 November 1911 

for the partition of the block for the interests of the non -sellers to be called Whirinaki No.2 s3B2B 

to contain 38a Or 37p. 1890 

On 10 February 1922, the surveyor Knight wrote to Poff the Staff Surveyor at Te Whaiti informing 

him that Warbrick and party's interests held in Te Whaiti No.2 block are to be exchanged for Crown 

land situated near Mr Warbricks present holding in the Whirinaki block. 1891 

I ~88 

Warbrick and party are entitled to £113.8.5 worth of land, and I 
wish you to make arrangements for surveying an area of Crown 
land in the Whirinaki No.1 block eguivilant to this amount. 

1.:1- :Vlay 1921, Registrar to Warbrick. BAJJ, 11192. Box 50g, 2982, Nat.Arch .. Auck., Supporting Papers. Vol.l!. 

p.S931 
6 July 1921. Application for Confirmation, BAJJ, 11192. Box 55[, 3282. Nat.Arch .. Auck .. Supporting P:1pers. 

Vol.18, p.6548 
3 Oct 1921, Application for Consideration, BAJJ, 11192, Box 69m, 4128, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supponing PJPcrs. 

Vol. 18, p.6538 
,':1 :\ov 1921, Resolution passed by Owners, BAJJ, 11192, Box 50g, 2982, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supponing P]pers. 

Vol.I!. p.5934 
10 Feb 1922, Knight to Poff, Closed File Series 627 l'rewera Correspondence, Rotorua NILe. 
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Before the Native Land Court on 14 February 1922, the Chief Surveyor made application for the 

outstanding amounts owing for survey liens over Whirinaki blocks (being Is.2D - £34.13.6 and 

Is.2E - £30.9.7).1892 On 3 July 1922, the Chief Surveyor forwarded the costs of the survey to the 

Registrar over the Whirinaki No.2 s3B2B block for the amount of £22.12.1. 1893 

On 8 June 1923, the Under Secretary forwarded a memorandum to the Under Secretary for the 

Lands stating the Department had for "some time ago desired" that the 1,7 49-acre Whirinaki No.1 

sec 4B IB block be purchased from the owners. 1894 

At that time (1915) they desire what appeared an exhorbitant price. 
The Registrar now writes saying the Natives are anxious to sell at a 
reasonable price. 

The Chief Surveyor wrote to the Under Secretary for Lands on 25 June 1923 regarding the 

Whirinaki No.1 sec4B IB block. He recommended that the block be purchased at Government 

valuation £350. 1895 

The land is of very poor quality but could be utilised m 
consolidating the Crown area in that locality. 

On 3 November 1923, Native Land Purchase Officer Goffe wrote a memorandum to the )Jative 

Department Under Secretary regarding a meeting of owners of the Whirinaki 1 s.4B 1 B block. He 

noted that "nearly all the owners attended and after a long discussion, they declined the Crown's 

offer of about 4/- per acre on the grounds that the true value of the land was much greater and that the 

block was well covered with heavy timber." The owners however, passed a resolution to sell at 20/­

per acre. 1896 

The following year, on 18 November 1924, W.H. Bird wrote to Mr Goudie the Conservator of 

Forests on behalf of the owners in the Whirinaki No.1 sec 4B IB block. The block he described was 

situated and adjoined the Heruiwi block, "surrounded by land owned by the Crown." 1897 

'~9' 1-1- Feb 1922. Survey Liens. Block Order File, 2445B Box 1598, Rotorua NILe 
3 July 1922. Survey Costs. BAJJ, 11192. Box 50g, 2982, Nat.Arch., Auck., Supporting Papers. Vo1.l7. p.:5933 
8 June 1923, Under Sec to Under Sec of Lands, MA-MLP 1, 19101128 Prt l.Whirinaki Block. "::tt.Arch .. \\gm .. 

Supporting Papers, Vol.18, p.6446 
25 June 1923, Chf Surv to Under Sec for Lands, MA-MLP 1. 19101128 Prt l.Whirinaki Block, "::tt.Arch. Wgm .. 
Supporting Papers. Vol.18, p.6445 
3 Nov 1923. Gaffe to Under Sec, MA-MLP 1, 19101128 Prt l.Whirinaki Block, Nat.Arch., Wgm., Supporting PJ.pers. 

VallS. p.6-1-42 
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A portion of it has standing bush' (rhillable) and would be in the 
interests of the State to acquire the whole block or the timber 
portion. 

The owners offered it to the Crown lately at 7/6 per acre which was 
refused. This was done through the Native Department. Prior to this 
offer, the Crown attempted a purchase of this land their offer was 
not accepted by the owners, the price offered being too little 4/- per 
acre. 

On 14 January 1925,an application for confirmation was forwarded to the Board by Hohepa Katena 

of Murupara for the purchase of one owner's interests in the Whirinaki NO.2s3B3 block for the sum 

of £60.5.3. 1898 

On 21 March 1925, the Registrar reported to the Native Department Under Secretary on his 

attendance at a meeting of owners of the Whirinaki No.1 sec 4B IB block. 1899 He stated that he and 

Bird were both "surprised with the owners rejecting the resolution to sell at 7/6 per acre." 

They again reverted to their old price of £ 1 per acre. They admitted 
having agreed with Mr Bird that they would sell at 7/6d but since an 
Officer from the Forestry Department had been inspecting the block 
and had given them such glowing reports of the timber on the block 
that they have changed their minds. 

On 5 June 1925, Goffe forwarded a memorandum to the Native Department Under Secretary 

regarding the Whirinaki 1 sec 4B IB block. He stated that the ownersJf the block resided at 

Murupara and are one family. 1900 

IH99 

When speaking to the male section, three or four expressed their 
desire to sell at 7/6 and later on the whole family approached Mr 
Bird at the sale stating they all desired to offer their interests as the 
large house they owned required repairing. Owing to this immediate 
want having been satisfied the mother decided there was no further 
urgency, hence her opposition to the .sale at the assembled owners 
meeting. However, I am convinced if instructed to purchase 
indi vidual shares they would all fall into line in time once the ice is 
broken. Most of the people speak of this block as being valuable 
although at the present time a little out of the way. 

18 Nov 1924, Bird to Goudie. MA-MLP I. 1910/128 Prt l.Whirinaki Block. NaLArch .. Wgtn .. Supporting Papers. 
VoL IS. p.6438 
14 Ian 1925. Applic::nion for Confirmation. 11192. Box 69m, 4128. Nat.Arch., Auck .. Supporting Papers. VoLl7. 

p.6445 
21 Mar 1925. Registrar to Under Sec. MA-MLP 1. 19101128Prt I,Whirinaki Block. Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting 

Papers. V ol.l8. p.6435 
5 June 1925. Goffe to Under Sec. MA-MLP l. 19101128 Prt l,Whirinaki Block, Nat.Arch .. Wgtn .. Supporting PJpers. 
Vo1.l8. p.6431 


