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OUR HOUSING JOURNEY
HINEARI BOYNTON & WHANAU

Ko Maungapohatu te maunga.

Ko Tauranga te awa.

K6 Mataatua te waka.

K6 Tuhoe te iwi.

Ko Tataiahape te pa.

K6 Ngati Raka te hapa.

K& Takutai-o-te-rangi te whare tipuna.
Ko Tureke te wharekai.

K6 Te Pou Papaka raua ko Te Tureke Te
Taniwha &ku tipuna.

Ko Tokarahi Te Pou raua ko Te Nikau Brown
oku matua.

K6 Hineari Boynton (nee Brown) ahau.

| have lived in the Waimana Valley all of my
life (except for a short time in Kaingaroa in
the early years of my marriage). My parents
owned a dairy farm next to Tataiahape Pa and
as children we were brought up around our
koroua and kuia that lived there. Ownership
of the farm has been handed down to
succeeding generations.

Tataiahape Pa

Life was quite hard in the 1930’s, (the era in which | was born) and thereafter during the
war years. During my younger years my siblings and | helped with the farm work (milking
cows, making hay etc.) and planting a large garden.

Employment in our little village was hard to come by, but | was able to
work at the telephone exchange for a number of years. My husband
farmed and managed a family trust farm. We were able to purchase
our home on Eagles Hill Road in
1975. We had lived there from
that time until recently when the
home burnt down (7 August 2019).
At the time my daughter, son and
his partner were also living in the
house.

Hineari & Alfred Boynton My daughter and | were able to get
temporary accommodation in the

valley for a short time. However, we had to vacate the
cottage for the incoming farm worker. It was with

Jocelyn, Marion Hill, Kevin Boynton,

Hineari
heavy hearts that we left the valley to live in rental
accommodation in Opotiki. RECEIVED
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We had heard that there was to be a housing project in the valley of Te Waimana Kaaku. It
was with eagerness and enthusiasm that we attended the various meetings to find out
whether we would be eligible and fit the criteria. Fortunately, we found our name “on the
list”. We were made aware of our obligations and responsibilities as we began and
thereafter progressed on our journey. As with any normal building project, there was a
long checklist to be completed. We began attending workshops about lending criteria,
credit checks, debt elimination, budgeting, Kiwi Saver, first home loan grants, insurances,
and making a will to name a few. Whilst obtaining quotes for infrastructure costs, we
formed relationships with local trades people and businesses and a building company.
Everything was progressing well until there came an outbreak of Covid-19 - our journey was
haltered. In the meantime, we continued to gather quotes and needed information. A
further interruption came in the form of obtaining a mandate from the hapi in the valley.
After many months of delay another hurdle was overcome, so it was thought.

The house that we had planned to be built no longer seems achievable — not only because
of the increase in price, but also the decreased supply and increased price of building
materials, let alone getting tradespeople to complete the project.

The dream of returning back to the wharua within my lifetime seems very dim. What does
this mean for me and the following generations of my family? It means that there will be
nowhere for them to return to. They may settle and live in other locations in the world,
but the ties to their wharua will be severed. Less likelihood to return, less likely to live,
contribute and participate in the unique lifestyle that is lived within Te Waimana Kaaku.
The worst thing is that they will experience their own type of homelessness, a
homelessness of not having their own turangawaewae, a homelessness of not having a
connection to the land, the river, the p3, and the bush, not knowing their own whanau, not
experiencing the uniqueness of what it is to be Tihoe in its truest sense.

We are facing another barrier that seems insurmountable and there are very few options
(if any) to choose from. Is it fair that a small number of people or individuals can wield so
much power and control over so many as to leave the majority with very little or no
freedom to choose or determine their own pathway or destiny?

Tokarahi (44) Jocelyn (62) & mokopuna Karolyne (63) & mokopuna
Poppy, Te lri Matthew N

The only foreseeable option is for re y owers that be need to be challenged for
the injustices that have been imposed, not only to myself but to all others who find
themselves in the same predicament.





