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1. My name is Larry Tangimoana Delamere. 

 

2.  On my mother’s side I have very strong connections to Whakatōhea. We also have 

connections to Kawiti Nga Puhi Paramount chief who as way of apology to Mataatua iwi 

katoa for transgressions committed earlier during the Nga Puhi gun warfare raids. The early 

battles with the musket wars when Ngati Hine and Nga Puhi came down with guns which 

we did not have and pretty much decimated Whakatōhea, in the 1830s. 

 

3.  Kawiti was a paramount chief of Nga Puhi sent a mokopuna to marry into Whakatohea.  

That gives us our connection to Ngati Puhi. Some women names among our whanau  in 

Whakatohea carry those names. I used to wonder why I don’t see those names up there, 

Nanny Nohera, Aporina, Katarina, I don’t see those names, and so as a way of recognising 

the connection. 

 

4. I was taught by my aunts and my Grand Uncle Te Wai Kauri Matiu. My granduncle 

returned from war he lost both his legs. Te Wai Kauri has a Nga Puhi connection, we have 

very strong Ngati Hine connections.  

 

5. The irony of the whole thing is the Muriwai descendants went up North. They were quite 

prominent. Muriwai name is everywhere showed the mana of that Wahine. We keep our 

whakapapa connection it is our tradition in our whanau. 

 

6. We are also Whānau Apanui. We resided at Haawai.  

 

7. At Opape Marae here you see all the names of whanau are maintained and has a whakapapa 

connection the whakapapa is not forgotten.  

 

8. The Matiu name is used by a lot of families, in Opape Marae you look at the name of the 

Tipuna and you see the name Matiu Ranapia Kohe. His name is associated right into the 

backblocks of Mangatu Waipaoa forests which are up past Toatoa and Whakapaupakihi. 

 

9. When you look at the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi it was signed by seven rangatira of 

Whakatohea. Now the Roman Catholic Church was influential, it was important for people 

to realize it, later the Ringatu Church became prominent in different hapu, but again you 

don’t see the same level of influence as the Anglican church or the Catholic Church.  
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10. The other signatures to Te Tiriti signed with a cross besides their names. It is my knowledge 

this was the influence of the Catholic Church. It was a sacred symbol and therefore meant 

a sacred covenant in my opinion.  

 

11. My tipuna on my Mum's line Tauatoro from Ngai Tamahaua. signed Te Tiriti.  

 

Whakatohea Battle Grounds 

12. I’ve taken people right through these areas and I say don’t go there, that's a battle ground 

you’ll find bones. And that’s prominent throughout Whakatōhea, lots of battle grounds all 

around these areas along the foreshore. 

 

Delamere 

13. The Delamere’ s were American whalers who married into Maori whanau in Whanau a 

Apanui where whaling was a prominent industry. They were of course great seamen. As a 

whanau I spent a lot of time on the sea diving fishing and all those activities. 

 

14. I mention my Delamere whanau they were a part of the 1066 invasion of England. 

Normandy was named after Norseman Vikings/seamen.  

 

15. Norseman went to America, their harbour was in Boston and helped to establish whaling 

systems then they came down to New Zealand not long after Cook.  

 

16. The Americans were more interested in Sperm whales for resources.  

 

17. In 1812 they went back to American independence then they came back down in 1840, and 

they came to find a place to get resources and go back to America, eventually only one 

stayed and didn’t go back and his name was Samuel Edward Delamere, as I understand the 

korero.  

 

18. They all started off from the whaling in the Chatham Islands, the Delamere were competing 

for business with Europe, so they went into the whale’s industry, and flourished. There 

were whaling stations up the coast that our Maori whanau were involved in. There was the 

decline in the economy which I shall talk briefly about.  

 

19. Whakatōhea went into business from the very beginning of trading, Pakowhai that’s where 

the war memorial is. It’s important to realise Whakatohea were very organized and smart 

Iwi, combining the resources moving ahead with strength in power setting up the central 

hub at Pakowhai which is the Opotiki township. Now we only have half the power, it's 

ludicrous. 
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20. My father was a good businessman. He probably learnt that from his tipuna. He knew we 

had to move from the coast to where the industry was. 

 

Kawerau Mill  Commercial Economy  

21. Kawerau was the ideal place to do business, but with colonization all the banks would not 

support any Māori business if they had a Māori name. And so with advice from Pakeha 

cousins who were very good friends, my father had to change his name from Pere to 

William. And he then set up the largest Laundry commercial business in the Eastern Bay 

of Plenty. Without that mill our people would have been impoverished. We moved to 

Kawerau to escape the prejudice in our area and to find a business opportunity for our 

whanau. And we did Kawerau was a life-line for Opotiki people. 

 

Ngati Muriwai Hapu 

22. Up in Te Kaha there’s a beach named Muriwai, Muriwai hapu comes down there, for me I 

support Muriwai, so they did sheep, cattle and were good with business, there were jealous 

people around. It’s all ‘about the sheep’. That comment is only known to those people who 

really know the story of Ngati Muriwai, ‘it’s all about the sheep’. I lived and worked with 

those people so I have my own story but they are up there on the reservation and Te Paku 

had big blocks around this region. 

 

War 

23. There’s a huge problem in Whakatōhea, when you go to war you get as many people as 

you can to help the war effort. The effect of going to war and losing so many of our good 

men is felt by us today.,  

 

24. You go off to war come back injured, come back home and all the land is allocated to 

Pākeha, not to Māori. Some of those guys never been on a farm in their lives, that 

resentment is pretty bad, people got to realize that’s how it was 1999. The banks wouldn’t 

accept your account if you had a Māori name. My Dad changed his name and put his name 

under his wife’s name Thornton and said the business it was shared. 

 

25. After the colonising war we had no money. Whakatōhea had no money their lives were 

miserable the poor beggars had tin houses that’s what they were left with Raupo houses are 

warmer than tin houses I can assure you. My grandmother was in the last Raupo house 

Turanga above where my grandmother was in Raukōkore. That was sad tin things by an 

angle who’s going to cook kerosene can the best thing that ever happened was the mills it 
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saved our people from poverty. That’s the mussel farm-processing farm. Has it got 

Whakatōhea ownership on it is the question.  

 

Whakapaupakihi Blocks 

26.  My mother, Elsie Natalie (Rangi) Thornton, her mother was Hira Matiu who was the sister 

to Te Wai Kauri Matiu who had no issue. My mother ended up as one of the biggest 

shareholders by far in the Whakapaupakihi blocks.  

 

27. Whakapaupakihi is very close to Mangatū blocks the Motuhora Quarry and Waipaoa 

blocks. After WW1 the returning soldiers had to go somewhere the only area was 

Whakapaupakihi because the only option was they were tied to the reservation. So they 

eventually went and settled for as number of years in Whakapaupakihi. Eventually they did 

return back to the reservation closer to Opotiki town.  My mother sent me to attend a 

Omarumutu hui. I turned up I was voted onto Whakapaupakihi Trust. After about three 

years I became Chairman of those blocks. I was there for 12 years. My roles were business 

situations any trouble. I was only young then I tell you.  

 

28. I was determined to give our people some benefit and income from their shares. We were 

farming and leasing animals we could guarantee dividends every 2 and a half years.  They 

haven’t had dividends since. Everything was organized so they can go on and train 

somebody in Opotiki so they could run the show. After my term I left to go to the city and 

towns. 

 

29. I came back all Pākeha running it no one’s getting a dividend, quite sad. There’s some 

farms not too far from Whakapaupakihi that they could buy they never took that up. My 

Aunt Mary was born there they had a school and provided work but slowly they all moved 

out didn’t replace it they weren’t `forward thinking enough quite sad.  

 

30. . I was aware of Whakatohea interests in Mangatu and Waipaoa. The current Whakatohea 

settlement does not address our interests in those lands. Whakatōhea as a tribe had 

customary interests in Mangatū and Waipoua. This was discussed and those of us who 

know that area and who have lived there talk. The problem is the people who are leading 

those negotiations know nothing about our presence and footprint in Mangatu and Waipaoa 

and its sad how Whakatohea will lose out if it’s not dealt with There are people who have 

no idea I was the Chairman for 12 years on the Whakapaupakihi blocks and I know that 

area.   
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31. Waioweka Pakihi was a different story that was Whakatōhea despite what others say 

Waioeka hapu and land was specific for this area, separate to Ngati Ira. I can discuss this if 

asked. 

 

Waioeka George River 

 

32. So we are now at the main gate at Waioweka River used to have the best collection of 

Keakea plants on the side of the river but now they’re not there. The Keakea is the only 

thing I can think of that has some form of alcohol like Kava the flowers are very sweet your 

lips and tongue get a bit like Kava. That’s the closest thing I know Māori had to some kind 

of drug alcohol.  

 

33. Not a lot of people even locals know. My mate and I we walked from this place [Waioeka 

River Gorge] right into town while hunting. Sometimes with horses we would leave from 

Waioeka and there were different places where the mangi was but it was also where the 

kokako was. They were saying the kokako were extinct so now you know Pākeha have 

been here since yesterday they don’t know what they’re talking about. Ngai Tuhoe, they 

opened up and said they would keep quiet about the kokako. The hunting of the manu the 

kokako we knew they knew we didn’t say it both iwi didn’t say a word they didn’t want 

the Pākeha to know.  

 

Waioweka Hinterland Whakatohea Occupation. 

34. I spent a lot of time in these backblocks hunting and tramping. You come over here up the 

sides of the Waioeka river those steeps ravines there, we can bring the Tribunal for a visit,  

and go up that maunga (pointing) and where the maunga is climb the maunga and walk up 

to the top when you get up there you will see that our people been here for a 1000 years 

and your whole idea of how our old people were will change and it did. When I got to the 

top, I was exhausted I had my backpack got to the top native trees around the place then I 

noticed was all the shells all the beach shells like a beach. There was sand black sand there 

was fish bones and that’s when I sat down and said Te Ika a Maui and the north Island. The 

Waioeka River they didn’t need engineers or accountants it was observations and common 

sense this was all under water at one time. But the thing was they came to that conclusion 

for the whole north Island they obviously did all Whaikorero amongst themselves Te Ika a 

Maui they got a different name for Te Waipounamu they knew that was a different ball 

game altogether.  
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35. This was my experience when you go from here over the top you get to the Pakihi they got 

maunga over there with similar thing with the shells and fish and in Mangatū they got the 

same so it is all connected.  

 

36. The whole thing was like that everywhere you went there are big shells huge shells not like 

someone went along and dropped pipis. That was my education in and then you start to 

think you didn’t need to be an engineer scientist whatever just a natural observation and 

obvious conclusion.  

 

 Toatoa Raukumara Motuhora Quarry 

37. There were families there Edwards he was up here, and his son. He knows all this area up 

here. There is an issue up here, which could be quite interesting. It has to do with the quarry 

Motuhora Quarry up here, it could be a thing that might come up that Ngati Muriwai could 

take on board only a few people know the history one man in Waimana. The metal from 

this area is the best in the whole of NZ. Transport for laying down roads great roads with 

proper high quality metal. 

 

1. The deer numbers are huge now more. They are shooting them by the hundreds up the coast 

the thing is the industry is not set up how it was, a proper industry needs to be set up, the 

Asian market for deer meat is huge. We once did all these business activities we need to do 

them again and soon.  

 

`  Dated this 9 day of February 2023   

 

  Larry Delamere -          




