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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

INTRODUCTION

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 1684, a claim by
Doreen Puru, Anna Kahukura Hotere, the late Louie Katene, Emma Torckler
and William Puru on behalf of themselves, Te Hoia, Ngati

Rangimatamoemoe and Ngati Rangimatakaka (Claimants).

2. The original version of this memorandum was filed on 29 February 2024
(original memorandum) as part of a memorandum expressing support for
the applicants of a number of applications for an urgent inquiry, and seeking
leave to participate as an interested party to some of them. To this day,
Counsel are not aware of the original memorandum being registered in any

of the applications.

3. On 19 March 2024, due to administrative errors, the Assistant Registrar
advised Counsel that separate memoranda will need to be filed seeking
interested party status for each application for an urgent inquiry before the

request can be processed.!

4, Counsel therefore re-file this memorandum with the part of the original
memorandum that is relevant to the Wai 3327 Inquiry, and take the

opportunity to further expand on the Claimants’ position.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

5. During the period of December 2023, a number of applications were filed
regarding current or pending Crown actions or policies relating to the policy

initiatives of the Coalition Government.

6. In response to the large number of applications received, the Deputy
Chairperson, Her Honour Judge Reeves, considered it appropriate to group
applications into five themes, one of the themes being applications

concerning the use of te reo Maori, to be dealt with by Her Honour in her

1 Email from Nell Farrell, Assistant Registrar, received on 19 March 2024 at 12.15 pm.
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capacity as Deputy Chairperson.?

7. On 29 February 2024, Counsel filed the original memorandum, signalling the
Claimants’ intention to participate as an interested party to the applications
for an urgent inquiry regarding the use of te reo Maori — namely, Wai 3308,
Wai 682 and Wai 3077. The original memorandum was filed with the

distribution list for each claim.

8. On 1 March 2024, Her Honour Judge Reeves issued Memorandum-
Directions granting an urgent inquiry into the Crown’s acts and omissions in

relation to the use of te reo in the public sector.3

9. On 5 March 2024, Her Honour Chief Judge Fox appointed the Presiding
Officer and Panel that will inquire into the claims in the urgent inquiry into
te reo in the public sector.* The inquiry has been given the reference Wai

3327°

10. On 15 March 2024, The Presiding Officer of Wai 3327, His Honour Judge
Williams, issued Memorandum-Directions regarding forward planning for

the urgent inquiry.®

11. It is Counsels’ understanding that interested party status is to be re-sought

for the Claimants, now for the consideration of His Honour Judge Williams.

WAI 1684: TE HOIA, NGATI RANGIMATAMOEMOE NGATI RANGIMATAKAKA

12. The claim was first filed on 25 August 2008 and subsequently registered with
the Tribunal as Wai 1684 on 19 December 2008.” Since then, it has
participated in the Wai 1040: Te Paparahi o te Raki Northland District Inquiry
(Te Raki Inquiry),® and is currently participating in the Wai 45: Renewed

Muriwhenua District Inquiry.®

13. The Claimants and their whanau whakapapa to Te Hoia, Ngati

2 Wai 3300, #2.5.6.

3 Wai 3308, #2.5.10.

4Wai 3327, #2.5.1 at [3].

5Wai 3327, #2.5.1 at [4].

6Wai 3327, #2.5.3.

7 Wai 1684, #1.1.1; Wai 1684, #2.1.1.

8 Wai 1040, #1.1.249.

° Wai 45, #2.789 at [7] and Wai #2.789(a) at no. 24.

PUR016-003_006.DOCX



14.

15.

Rangimatamoemoe and Ngati Rangimatakaka — three hapi of Ngati Kahu ki

Whangaroa and Ngapuhi ki Whangaroa.

Their tipuna lived in the areas of Maungataniwha, Kauriputete, Otangaroa,
Pukehinau, Kohumaru, Mangahautoa, Kahoe, Waihapa, lwitaua, Waitangio,

Waitaruke, Pakewakewa, Mangapa, Oripo, Takakuri and Ratorutoru.®

The Claimants, their whanau and hapt have longstanding historic interests
in the area described [14], and their original grievances relate to the loss of
lands and resources since the mid to late nineteenth century. Loss of
ancestral lands, through colonisation, has been found to have an impact on
the health, socio-economic, and cultural wellbeing of whanau and hapa,
including the Claimants’ — Te Hoia, Ngati Rangimoemoe, and Ngati

Rangimatakaka.?

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICANTS

16.

17.

Counsel are instructed that the Claimants wish to place and have recorded
their tautoko for the applicants in this very important Maori forum — Te

Répi Whakamana i Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

Ms Doreen Puru feels strongly about the current and pending acts of the
Coalition Government and believes that these actions are highly likely to
have negative impacts on te ao Maori, including the Claimants’ hapu and
their members, individually and collectively. Ms Puru, on behalf of the
Claimants, has written a statement which she wishes to place on the record.
Counsel therefore file with this memorandum Ms Puru’s written statement

of support, which is attached as Appendix A.

WAI 1684 SEEK LEAVE TO PARTICIPATE AS AN INTERESTED PARTY

18.

The Claimants are in support of the applicants for an urgent inquiry into the

use of te reo Maori in the public sector.

10 Wai 1684, #1.1.1 at p. 2.

1'Wai 1684, #1.1.1 at p. 1.

12 See for example, Waitangi Tribunal Kainga Kore (Wai 2750, 2023) at pp. 124-125, where in the Tribunal noted that
“the Crown must provide for those whose homelessness is in large part because of their disconnection from kainga”;
or in Waitangi Tribunal Hauora Stage One Report (Wai 2575, 2023) at pp. 20-21 wherein the Tribunal noted that
“Maori health inequities are influenced by the cumulative effects of colonisation”.
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19. As they see it, the use of te reo Maori in everyday life has significant effects
on the future of te ao Maori. Te reo Maori has been brought back from the
brink of linguicide, thanks to the tireless advocacy by many rangatira Maori
over decades.'®* The Crown’s policies relating to the use of te reo Maori in
the public sector, therefore raises alarm for the Claimants. In particular, the
two areas of concern for the Claimants are the Crown’s policy that public
service departments would have their “primary name” in English,** and

public servants are required to primarily communicate in English.®

20. The Claimants’ are also concerned about the lack of engagement with Maori
in respect of the rollback of policies relating to te reo Maori, including the

Crown’s complete disregard of its own engagement framework.®

21. These acts and omissions takahi te mana o te reo Mdori. The Claimants,
their whanau and hapi are actively trying to undo the effects of colonisation
on their taonga that is te reo Maori, to this day. Therefore, the degradation
of te reo Maori sought by the Coalition Government is both extremely
disrespectful to their culture and language, and a direct threat to their

identity as tangata whenua and to the survival of their hapa.
Level of Participation Sought by the Claimants

22. The Claimants seek leave to participate as an interested party to these
proceedings. Pursuant to clause 8 of Schedule 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi
Act 1975 and section 4A of the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908, Counsel
submit that, as outlined in this memorandum, the Claimants have an
interest that is apart from, and greater than, any interest in common with

the public.

23. Counsel and the Claimants anticipate a level of contribution which, with the

13 See Te Ara, Te Mana o te reo Mdori timeline, accessed on 22 March 2024 at <https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-tai/te-
mana-o-te-reo-maori-timeline>

14 New Zealand Herald, 8 December 2023, Mdori names: First Waka Kotahi, now Kainga Ora, Te Whatu Ora among
government departments likely to revert to English name first, accessed on 22 March 2024 at
<https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/maori-names-first-waka-kotahi-now-kainga-ora-te-whatu-ora-among-government-
departments-likely-to-revert-to-english-name-first/UZ4S60MT2VEBNOQTHVCFWTKKT4/>

15 Stuff, 16 November 2023, Ministry leak: staff backlash after Te Reo Maori scrubbed from official use ahead of new
government, accessed on 22 March 2024 at <https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/301009592/ministry-leak-
staff-backlash-after-te-reo-mori-scrubbed-from-official-use-ahead-of-new-government>

16Te Arawhiti, October 2018, Crown Engagement with Maori Framework, accessed on 22 March 2024 at
<https://www.tearawhiti.govt.nz/assets/Maori-Crown-Relations-Roopu/451100e49c/Engagement-Framework-1-
Oct-18.pdf>
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Tribunal’s leave, includes filing submissions and evidence avoiding
duplication with other parties, while still providing the Claimants’ unique
perspective. Counsel are already working with other claimant counsel in this

regard.

24, Counsel further request to be involved with any judicial conferences or
planning matters in relation to these proceedings, including the upcoming

judicial conference scheduled via Zoom for 5 April 2024.7

Dated at Wellington this 25th day of March 2024
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Dr B D Gilling and RM A Sgriér}d : /

Counsel for the Claimants

7 Wai 3327, #2.5.3 at [5].
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