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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. On 15 March 2024 (Wai 3327, #2.5.3)1 the Presiding officer through 

memorandum-directions: 

1.1 provided notice of the first judicial conference on 5 April 2024 in 

this inquiry; 

1.2 requested submissions in respect of hearing planning. 

2. This memorandum responds to the request to provide submissions on 

planning matters. 

Procedural background 

3. On 1 March 2024, the Deputy Chairperson granted three urgency 

applications concerning Crown acts or omissions in respect of the use and 

status of te reo Māori in the public sector.2 

4. The scope of the inquiry will be ‘whether the policies of the Coalition 

Government to limit the status and use of te reo Māori in the public sector 

are in breach of the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi’.3 

Preliminary matters 

5. Counsel for the Crown have liaised with claimant counsel at Kaupare Law 

on hearing planning matters. We understand that Kaupare Law is 

corresponding with the Crown on behalf of all claimant counsel.  

6. We understand that claimant counsel propose that the hearing be held in 

Northland. Counsel have agreed in principle to the location. 

7. Given the preliminary stage of the inquiry, counsel are not yet in a position 

to comment on the hearing time required for the Crown. The Crown would 

like the opportunity to comment further on this at the first judicial 

conference.  

8. Counsel received the final version of a discovery request from Kaupare Law 

on 25 March 2024. We are currently seeking instructions on this request 

 
1  Wai 3327, #2.5.3. 
2  Wai 3308, #2.5.10. 
3  Wai 3308, #2.5.10 at [95]. 
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and have advised claimant counsel that we will respond to the request by 

15 April 2024 at the latest, but will provide a staggered release of available 

documents before then.  

9. Counsel received a draft statement of issues from claimant counsel on

26 March 2024. We will work with claimant counsel to prepare an agreed

draft statement of issues prior to the first judicial conference.

10. On 27 March 2024, counsel received an updated timetable from claimant

counsel. Counsel will continue to work with claimant counsel to agree a

timetable by the first judicial conference.
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