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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. I am Mereana Peka. 

2. My iwi is Ngapuhi. 

3. I am a Māori Warden and have a strong background in social services with 

Māori. I have significant whanau networks throughout Tāmaki ki te 

Tonga/South Auckland and I currently live in Ōtara. 

4. I have experience in working with nga tamariki Māori in the social service 

setting, in particular, in my role as a Māori Warden. I have further experience 

in working with rangatahi who become involved with the criminal justice 

system. 

Background 

5. Many of the families I come into contact with through my work as a Māori 

Warden suffer from inter-generational hardship which has often been 

exacerbated by state care.  

6. The experience of Māori children in state care over generations has often 

been abysmal. It has been made worse where tamariki are removed from their 

whānau systems.  

7. So many Māori in the justice system, where we are heavily over-represented, 

come from the state care system, moving from one institution to another 

without ever having an opportunity to thrive.  Much of the work we do as 

Wardens on the street stems directly from rangatahi who have no idea how to 

live good lives.  

8. The new emphasis on whakapapa relationships requires Oranga Tamariki to 

consult widely around the wellbeing of the child and I believe it provides the 

basis for more effective relationships and better outcomes 

My concerns with the removal of Section 7AA from the Act  

9. I believe that the inclusion of Section 7AA of the Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 

was a critical amendment to this legislation, which started the pathway 

towards care that was more focussed on the outcomes of rangatahi and their 

wider whanau, which is critical when considering a tikanga-based approach to 

care.   

10. I am concerned about the mistreatment of vulnerable Māori rangatahi who 

have been in the care of Oranga Tamariki and preceding Crown agencies, 
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and the methodology implemented by these agencies in the involvement of 

wider whanau in decision-making on care for these rangatahi.   

11. The requirement of the Chief Executive of Oranga Tamariki to publicly report 

on progress to improve outcomes for tamariki, rangatahi their whānau, hapu 

and iwi through this legislation shows some progress towards meeting these 

outcomes but the removal of it will have dire consequences that I do not think 

have been recognised by the government. 

Impact of Oranga Tamariki  

12. Those who go into Oranga Tamariki care often face significant, lifelong, 

mental health and addiction issues due to many factors including alienation 

from whanau.  

13. It is also my experience that being involved with Oranga Tamariki care is a 

factor that leads to high rates of incarceration of Māori.  

14. Fundamentally these issues need to be treated with using the approach 

outlined in s. 7AA: significant engagement with and the related Oranga 

Tamariki service needs to be developed to assert constructive solutions to 

alleviate the prejudice suffered by Māori in Oranga Tamariki care. 

What I seek 

15. Oranga Tamariki needs to be held accountable for its relationships with Māori 

at every level.  Section 7AA is a roadmap for building such relationships and 

putting strong agreements in place.  Its repeal will remove that map.  

16. The Crown must work in partnership with Māori groups and organisations on 

all proposed developments to the Oranga Tamariki Act, with outcomes that lift 

up Māori to ensure that the Crown meets its rights and obligations under Te 

Tiriti. 

17. I am genuinely concerned about the proposed repeal of section 7AA of the 

Oranga Tamariki Act 1989, particularly given the overrepresentation of Māori 

in Oranga Tamariki care.   

18. It is absolutely essential to address the issues that arise out of this 

overrepresentation with a system that upholds the needs of Māori. The system 

should not fall short of this standard.  

19. Without effective strong reference to the needs of Māori, and also a strong 

accountability mechanism, the system is set to fail Māori and continue to 

perpetuate the trauma and hurt that our people suffer already.  
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20. I feel that should the Act be repealed, this change in policy will directly impact 

our vulnerable whanau, and will perpetuate the significant prejudice 

experienced through the Crowns acts and omissions in the care of rangatahi.  

21. I believe that current government directives to repeal section 7AA of the 

Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 without meaningful engagement and consultation 

in the process by Māori is in breach of Te Tiriti.  

                    
  

Dated at Tāmaki Makaurau this 10th day of April  

 

___________________________           

Mereana Peka 

TO:   The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal, Wellington;  

 WAI 3309 The Oranga Tamariki Act (Ngaati Pūkenga) Claim 




