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I Darrin Haimona of Waharoa in Waikato, | Deputy Chief Executive Māori 
Partnerships and Communities of Oranga Tamariki, state: 

1. Te tuatahi he mihi ki te waahi ngaaro,  He mihi hoki te whenua tapu. Tae 

noa ki tenei whare o tatou. Nga manukura o te Taraipiunara o Waitanga 

me nga huihuinga katoa Tena Koutou Katoa. 

2. Ko Tainui te waka, Ko Waikato, Ngati Haua oku Iwi. Ko Darrin Haimona toku 

ingoa. 

3. I commenced my position as Deputy Chief Executive Maori, Partnerships 

and Communities in April 2022, with responsibility for commissioning and 

investment, voices of Tamariki, Whanau as well as Māori, Pacifica, Rainbow 

and Disabilities. I also have responsibility for Partnerships including 

Strategic Partnerships in relation to Section 7AA.  

4. Prior to joining Oranga Tamariki, I was the Chief Executive Officer for Te 

Hauora o Ngati Haua an Iwi Health and Social Service Provider in the 

Waikato from 2003 till  2022. In 2017 I was seconded from Te Hauora o 

Ngati Haua to Oranga Tamariki holding three senior positions over this time 

including; Chief Advisor in the Office of the Chief Executive, Acting Deputy 

Chief Executive and Strategic Relationship Lead. I have not provided any 

evidence in any previous Waitangi Tribunal Hearings. 

5. Chappie Te Kani is unavailable to attend today’s hearing and I have agreed 

to participate in his place as Acting Chief Executive. 

6. I have read the evidence of Chappie Te Kani, Nicolette Dickson, and Phil 

Grady.  

7. As stated above, I have been within Oranga Tamariki since 2017 in key 

leadership positions, programmes and activities as outlined within the 

affidavit of Chappie Te Kani and I am able to speak to my experiences 

relating to these matters. There are however parts of the evidence filed 

that I am not able to speak to. There will be information or questions where 

I will need to defer to Nicolette Dickson or Phil Grady and their knowledge. 

Signed: ______________________________   12 April 2024 
 Darrin Haimona  




