
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

Wai 237 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND the Horowhenua Block Claim 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 

The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 237 an amended statement of claim received on 31 
August 2018, and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   

This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim concerning mana wāhine.  
These allegations include that the Crown breached the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi by: 

• eroding the status of wāhine Māori through the imposition of Western values;

• excluding wāhine from the political sphere;

• destroying the role of wāhine Māori as spiritual guides through the Tohunga
Suppression Act 1907;

• eroding the ability of wāhine Māori to own and inherit property;

• failing to enact legislation or policy to advance Māori interests;

• failing to provide for Māori culture and language;

• failing to address high rates of poor physical and mental health in wāhine Māori;

• failing to actively protect wāhine Māori in their engagement with Crown agencies;

• failing to incorporate Māori values and practices in the justice system;

• failing to engage wāhine Maori within the justice system;

• failing to address the failure of police to protect wāhine Māori;

• failing to protect wāhine Māori in their engagement with welfare agencies;

• creating a legislative regime which interferes with custody of children;

• failing to protect wāhine Māori in their engagement with healthcare providers;

• interfering with wāhine Māori in relation to menstruation, birthing and menopause;

• failing to address domestic abuse and intimate partner violence; and

• failing to address sexual exploitation, abuse and violence.

The amendment is to be entered on Wai 237, the Horowhenua Block Claim, as document 
#1.1(e). 
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The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification lists for: 

• Wai 237, the Horowhenua Block Claim; and 

• Wai 2700, the proposed Mana Wāhine Kaupapa Inquiry.  
 
 

DATED at Avarua this 9th day of October 2018 

 

 
 
Judge P J Savage 
Deputy Chairperson 
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