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This is the exhibit marked with the letter "A"
Piri Te Tau mentioned and referred to as annexed in the
Trustee Affidavit of Piri Te Tau sworn/affirmed at

Rangitane Td Mai Ra Trust this  day of 2021 before me:

By email: ptetau@gmail.com

A Solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand

Téna koe Piri
Re: Update on Joint Redress Bill and Ngati Kahungunu Settlement

Thank you for your letter of 2 November seeking an update on Te Rohe o Rongokako Joint
Redress Bill (Joint Redress Bill) and the Ngati Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tamaki nui-a-Rua
(Ngati Kahungunu) settlement.

Firstly, apologies for the delay in responding, but | understand my officials were able to
provide you with the requested information in the meantime.

I am aware that Rangitane T Mai R3 also filed a Statement of Claim and Application for
Urgency in the Waitangi Tribunal last week. | acknowledge that your letter and that claim
both reflect the way Rangitane feel about the way redress was recently negotiated with
Ngati Kahungunu.

I understand officials have already apologised to you for the way in which the Crown
communicated with Rangitane Ta Mai Ra about the additional redress it is providing to Ngati
Kahungunu for the benefit of Wairarapa Moana and the Ruamahanga River catchment. | can
reiterate that apology. The Crown should have communicated directly with you about that
redress before it became public knowledge.

While the Crown has deferred the Ngati Kahungunu settlement to enabile litigation and for
claimants to be heard, | have been ever aware that this has delayed Te Rohe o Rongokako
Joint Redress Bill and vital aspects of Rangitane’s own settlement for several years. | have
also been mindful of the impacts any delays have for the people of Rangitane, the Wairarapa
Moana and the Ruamahanga River catchment.

In the context of complex litigation, the Crown has agreed to provide $5 million to promote
the restoration, protection and enhancement of the social, cultural, environmental and
spiritual health and well-being of Wairarapa Moana and the Ruamahanga River catchment.
These funds will sit with the Ngati Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tamaki nui-a-Rua Settlement
Trust to hold until the establishment of the Wairarapa Moana Statutory Board.

Given the benefits that Rangitane, Wairarapa Moana and the Ruamahanga River catchment
will realise after both the Joint Redress Bill and the Ngati Kahungunu Bill are passed, | am
hopeful that there is a way forward.
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Introduction of the Bills — timing and sequencing

As the Crown has advised in recent filings in the High Court and Waitangi Tribunal, it is my
hope to see both the Joint Redress Bill and the Ngati Kahungunu Bill introduced soon after
15 November 2021.

| acknowledge the previous commitment that the Joint Redress Bill will be introduced prior to
the Ngati Kahungunu Bill. While this is precisely my desire and intention, | cannot commit to
that sequencing indefinitely. If necessary, | may need to consider introducing the Ngati
Kahungunu Bill before the Joint Redress Bill. In considering that, | will balance a range of
interests, including the Rangitane position and delays for Ngati Kahungunu in the settlement
of their longstanding grievances.

Next steps

Notwithstanding the benefits that Rangitane, Wairarapa Moana and the Ruamahanga River
catchment will realise after both the Joint Redress Bill and the Ngati Kahungunu Bill are
passed, | am aware of the current distant between us and | would have liked to meet with
you kanohi ki te kanohi. Unfortunately, at this time | am unable to do so. However, | would
invite you to meet with Leah Campbell, Deputy Chief Executive, to discuss these matters
further.

| want to see Rangitane receive the redress agreed and for this to flow through to Wairarapa
Moana and the Ruamahanga River catchment. With this in mind, | have asked my officials to
contact all the parties, including the Rangitane Ta Mai Ra Trust, about developing the
implementation plan for the Wairarapa Moana Statutory Board.

Naku noa, na

Edrew Little
inister for Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations





