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INTRODUCTION:

This report was written and prepared by Lou Paul, (Paora) claimant for (WAI) 756
representing himself and Whanau, Hapu / Tribe “TE TAOU?” of the “Matua Marae
Whiti Te Ra” at Reweti, in the “Stage Two Hearing of the Kaipara District.

MY PURPOSE FOR CARRYING OUT THIS EXTENSIVE TASK IS:

(1) RESTATE “TE TAOU RIGHTS” as spoken by my Tupuna.

(2) RESTORE “TE TAOU MANA” to its former original position as the Hapu
and Iwi of their ROHE (areas).

(3) REGAIN “TE TAOU TIKANGA? the cultural and customary practice of
KAITTAKITANGA.

(4) ENSURE “TE TAOU RECOGNITION? is fully restored by the “CROWN?”.

(5) SECURE FOR “TE TAOU?” the rights guaranteed under “TE TIRITI 0]
WAITANGI”.(The Treaty Of Waitangi).

(6) SEEK FOR “TE TAOU?” their fundamental ‘RIGHTS’ to receive
‘RECOGNITION’ and ‘JUSTICE’ for an impartial hearing before the
“WAITANGI TRIBUNAL”.

The seeds of this claim began in my childhood with the korero as told to me from my
tupuna and whaea. Himi Paora Kawharu, Kawharu Otene Paora (Piki), Mangatai Huria
Paora Babbington, Kane Paora (Nepu 2) and my mother Tui Irene Paora.

Our whanau name PAORA derived from our tupuna PAORA KAWHARU. It was
well known that the ingoa KAWHARU was only bestowed on PAORA himself and his
direct descendants. My father was URUAMO OTENE PAORA alias RURU OTENE
PAORA more commonly known as LU PAUL, a broadcaster/entertainer on radio
1ZB. He was killed overseas in 1943, while serving as a lieutenant in the 28th
Maori Battalion aged 32. Some of the last words spoken by my father to my

mother before he departed the shores of Aotearoa included - “should I not return
protect my children and return to our TURANGAWAEWAE Pukeatua at Reweti,
(now known as Pukeatua F).

Our whakapapa begins at birth, the tikanga practice of placing “nga pito” in the whenua
of our turangawaewae secured forever the right of whanau to return to these tribal areas.




As a young boy growing up, I lived for a time and listened to the stories of HIMI
PAORA KAWHARU the youngest son of my tupuna PAORA KAWHARU. I sat and
talked with KAWHARU (Piki) OTENE PAORA (a.k.a. as PAORA KAWHARU 2.)
who was my grand uncle. He was the only son of OTENE PAORA (my great-
grandfather). OTENE PAORA was one of four sons of PAORA KAWHARU and the
only son to marry and leave issues.

The korero told to me by my Matua, Whaea Tupuna and whanau are confirmed in the
historical record. These words are spoken by my great-great grandfather PAORA
KAWHARU and TE OTENE KIKO KIKO two 18™ Century chiefs who were also
TOHUNGA of the tribe “TE TAOU”. They clearly identified in the historical record
(REF;KMB-8,9,10) “PA, NOHO KAINGA, MAHINGA KAI, PUNA WAI, AWA,
MOANA, TAURANGA IKA/WAKA/TOKA, URUPA” and many other areas
recognized today as “SITES OF SIGNIFICANCE”. Other named illustrious chiefs of
“TE TAOU” included HAKIRIRI, WAHA AKI AKI and TUMUPAKIHL

1 do not agree with the belief that one must obtain a tertiary degree before
recognition/ acceptance can be given to the historical record of “TE TAOU”.

No tertiary degree or professional interference can supplant traditional, tribal history the
cultural rights and customs of our hapu and tribe “TE TAOU”.

I would be the first to acknowledge that my qualifications compared to most other
professional historians and researchers are limited to say the least. However, what is
more important to me personally is that I am “TE TAOU?”. I feel the hurt and pain that
hangs over the lands of our tupuna and have witnessed first hand many of the injustices
occurring on the lands of “TE TAOU”.

I have tried to capture the essence of my tupuna korero so that we as Tangata
Whenua exercising Mana Whenua as Kaitiaki will do justice to our tribe “TE
TAOU” and uphold our Rangatiratanga guaranteed under Articles Two and
Three of “Te Tiriti O Waitangi” (Treaty of Waitangi 1840) that include:

(1) “To uphold the authority the hapu / tribe traditionally enjoy and must
always possess over their lands and all taonga”.
(2) “To protect their rights of property, ewnership, status and autonomy”.

(3) “To insure each hapu / tribe retained sufficient land for its own purpose and
needs”.

(4) “Maori were promised the benefits of royal protection and full citizenship”.



STATEMENT OF BREACHES:

e I CHARGE THAT THE CROWN BREACHED
“TE TIRITI O WAITANGI” IN THAT:

(1) The Crown prejudiced our whanau / hapu in that it failed to give sufficient
recognition to the right - holders our tribe “TE TAOU” as the autonomous
identity it always was and should rightfully still be today.

(2) the Crown failed to thoroughly investigate and give proper recognition to the
original name of the tribe “TE TAOU?” that in turn prejudicially affected all
hapu aligned to “TE TAOU” that included “NGATI MARUA?”, “TE URI O
RANGI”, NGATI KIWARO?”, and “NGATI KOROMATUA?” (as stated and
recorded by PAORA KAWHARU K.MB/10-135) Other hapu formerly
documented as being of TE TAOU included “NGATI KAHUPARA” and “TE
MANGAMATA”. Oral korero states that TE TAOU in former times had
around 18 to 20 Hapu as well as up to 27 marae throughout the Kaipara and
Tamaki Makaurau districts.

(3) The Crown in the original determination of title given to the land block known
as “PUKETAPU SOUTH”, (Woodhill Forest) gave insufficient recognition to
Kaitiaki of this land, the indisputable guardians and owners “TE TAOU”. The
Native Land Court failed to acknowledge and give sufficient interest to tribal
title from the beginning. The Crown continued further breaches by acquiring
this land under proclamation. (Block file/ Oral brief to follow before 20/10/00)

(4) The Crown through the introduction and enforcement of “Land Rates” and
“Survey Charges” placed heavy demands on our whanau to sell ancestral
lands. In the Puketapu Forest our whanau were forced into selling much of
their land and with compulsory provisions in the Public Works Act this
allowed them to acquire the remaining interests.

(5) The Crown failed to give recognition to the “TRADITIONAL and
CUSTOMARY FISHING RIGHTS?” of “TE TAOU” and all its ancestral
“MAHINGA MATATAI” the “TOKA / KAUTA?” (Fishing grounds) and
“TAURANGA WAKA / HUNGA WAKA”. (Anchorage) No recognition was
given to the “HIKOI”, (Access / tracks as shown on archaeological maps) this
ultimately denied access to the “WHANAU, HAPU, TRIBAL TAKUTAI
MOANA” of “TE MURIWALI and the KATIPARA WAHAPU”(Harbor) and the
“TUNA HEKE” within the many “Ripo”. (Swamp / salt marshes) The Crown
totally extinguished much of these “RIGHTS” by use of the compulsory
provisions in the Public Works Act (Roading, Railway, Drainage and Land
Reclamations).

(6) That the Crown, since the introduction of Parliamentary Governance failed to
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uphold its full obligations of “Te Tiriti O Waitangi” to protect its citizens the
“MAORI WHANAU, HAPU of TE TAOU”. By the introduction and enforcement
of “Government Legislation / Acts of Parliament” the “TE TAOU TRIBAL
RESOURCES” have become totally diminished, thereby resulting in horrific social
consequences.( Affidavit / Oral Brief to follow before 20/10/00)

(6) That the Crown failed in its obligation to ensure “Protection of the Full and
Exclusive Rights” of “TE TAOU?” its “Land, Sea and all TAONGA” which
resulted in the complete “DESTRUCTION OF ITS THRIVING ECONOMIC
BASE”.(Affidavit / Oral Brief to follow before 20/10/00)



CONCLUSION:

We do not claim to know it all but this could well apply to what others have stated in
the past. We believe we have as much “wrong to be right, as others have the right to be
wrong”. It would be ludicrous to suggest that any person living today could state they
know all the facts of our history as so much of the record / information concerning “TE

TAOU has been misplaced, destroyed or further misinterpreted or misrepresented.

Mouch of the tribe’s factual history has been “contrived to suit the contriver”.
There is no doubt, that much of our tribal history and ancestral whakapapa has
been tampered with leaving many of our people today, still asking the questions —
“who am I?” and further — “where do I really belong?”

We have looked into the spiritual and historical past of “TE TAOU” through what we
perceive as being a vital need to preserve / protect the factual information for the future
generations. Hopefully this will insure our tamariki / tamaiti keke and mokopuna should
be fully conversant with their tribal history, whakapapa and whenua tuku iho.

History concerning “TE TAOU” is well documented showing it to be an
autonomous tribe in possession of substantial “WHENUA, MOANA, AWA”
containing a “VAST WEALTH of TRIBAL RESOURCES?” situated in the
Kaipara, Mahurangi and Tamaki Makaura Takiwa / Rohe. The statements made
by our tupuna the chiefs of “TE TAOU” are considered to be the most accurate
record.

Past and present Historians, Authors and Court records support this information.

(See reports presented by; Historian Dr. Geoff Watson; Archaeologist Dr. Caroline
Phillips; the Mana Whenua by Social Anthropologist / Sociologist Lily George and the
Block File reports by Historian Richard Nightingale and Social Anthropologist /
Educationalist Ropati Saipaia ).

I Lou Paul Claimant of (WAI 756) with the Claim Committee state that owing to the
extreme delays in receiving adequate funding we have experienced undue pressure to
meet strict Hearing deadlines imposed upon us. We believe this has been prejudicial to
our hearing and as a result other claimants who have completed hearings are now
entering into negotiations with the Crown. This surely must be seen as a further breach.

We seek “REDRESS for TE TAOU” and state that “FULL COMPENSATION”
must be made to the “AUTONOMOUS GOVERNANCE OF TE TAOU”

representing our “MATUA MARAE WHITI TE RA” as noted on the “TRIBAL
REGISTER?”.(Affidavit / Oral Brief to follow before 20/10/00)

Signed : Lou Paul (Paora) n@u M u)(wv‘o\)

Date: !0-. \6 - 2000




