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Statement of issues 

Scope of Inquiry 

The Wai 3327 Te Reo i te Kāwanatanga Ruku-Tātari Ohotata – Te Reo in the Public Sector Urgent 

Inquiry will be focused on: 

whether the policies of the Coalition Government to limit the status and use of te reo 

Māori in the public sector are in breach of the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Issues for inquiry 

1. There are three categories of claim in this urgent inquiry:

a. The requirement for public service departments to have their primary name in

English names and communicate primarily in English, except where specifically

related to Māori;

b. te reo Māori allowances.

c. a failure to consult on those decisions in relation to the standing of te reo Māori;

2. What Te Tiriti/Treaty principles apply to the claims at (1)?

3. What Crown obligations arise from those principles?

4. What are the relevant policies, practices, and acts of the Crown relating to the claims at (1)?

5. In respect of the claims at (1), what Crown practices, policies and actions, if any, breach the

principles of Te Tiriti?

6. If a breach of Te Tiriti/Treaty has occurred:

a. What is the prejudice arising for the claimants, interested parties and Māori

generally?

b. What recommendations should be made to ensure Te Tiriti/Treaty compliance by the

Crown?
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