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INTRODUCTION

My name is Dinnie Moeahu. | am from Taranaki iwi, Te Atiawa, Taranaki,

Ngaruahine and Ngati Porou.

In 2019, | was successful in getting elected to the New Plymouth District Council.

Currently, | am the only Maori councillor elected on the General Ward.

| have read the submissions made on behalf of the Crown and provide this short

statement of evidence in response.

Background

4.

| have always strongly advocated for Maori wards. In my conversations with
people on this kaupapa, non-Maori don’t get why Maori wards are so important
— instead stating that people should be elected based on their merits. In reality,
it is based on demographics and who you know. “For non-Maori, you can be
average and get on council. The truth is if you are Maori you have to be

extraordinary to get on council."!

My experience of working in the community gave me the opportunity to stand and
ultimately get elected. At the time, | was the second Maori to ever to be elected

to the New Plymouth Council in 100 years.

The reason for the low numbers of Maori in local government is not due to the
lack of Maori candidates standing, but because of demographics. In the New

Plymouth district, 85% of the population are non-Maori.

In 2014, New Plymouth District Council voted to establish a Maori ward. A petition
was received from more than 5% of electors requesting a binding poll be carried
out under the Local Electoral Act 2001. The poll was held in 2015 and the
resulting verdict was that a Maori ward should not be established. This poll was
commissioned by a representative of the Grey power community and they
subjected Maori, and anyone who supported Maori wards to death threats, verbal

and physical abuse.
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Former Mayor Andrew Judd was spat at in front of his children at a supermarket
because of the decision he made. The amount of threats | received from sectors
of the community, because | supported Maori wards, were made even more
polarising due to misinformed rhetoric from organisations like Hobson’s Pledge.

This further heightened the racism which permeated throughout the community.

Fast forward 6 years and there was another representation review for the New
Plymouth District Council in 2021. A petition to hold a poll barely made 2% of the
signatures required to force council to have a referendum. This was
fundamentally due to 6 years of education, advocacy and championing from the
community groups, religious groups, hapd, iwi, community and charitable
organisations for councils to establish Maori wards. The community had matured
through the tough times they had to overcome, and the world didn’t end. Instead,
society accepted the value Maori can contribute to the decision-making process

in local government.

2021 Amendment

10.

11.

12.

The intentional behind the amendment bill in 2021 was to remove the provision
that were specifically being used by organisations like Hobson’s Pledge, to rally

a base to get the 5% vote — forcing the referendum to go to the whole community.

During 2019 — 2022, we have seen a 22% increase in Maori representation. Over
50% of councils across Aotearoa have voted to establish or have already
established Maori wards. In Taranaki, all three district councils and the regional

council have Maori wards.

The proposed amendment will have a direct impact on the wards established in
Taranaki. The implication of the amendment is to either disestablish the ward or
go to a binding reference leading to a real possibility that we would be forced to

go to a binding poll.

Response to Crown submissions

13.

In its submission, the Crown says that “across local government, there are a
variety of approaches to facilitating Maori participation in decision making,

including representation on council sub-committees.”?

Memorandum of counsel for the Crown opposing the application for an urgent hearing (Wai 3163, #3.1.10), at[15].



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

In theory this is correct, but in practice this isn’'t so clear cut. | want to particularly

focus on the distinction between “participation” and “decision making”.

Maori “participation” on sub-committees provides recommendations for the most
part, to full council for consideration. It does not provide Maori an opportunity to

have a voice at the decision-making table which is at a full council meeting level.

The mechanisms used by council is to usually have an advisory group or sub-
committee — which are made up of hapd, iwi members — to provide advice and
guidance. It is also seen as a way of fulfilling its obligation to consult by way of
helping council (elected members) to make Treaty consistent decisions in regard

to cultural, environmental, economic or social issues which directly impact Maori.

Historically, this approach has had long standing issues as councillors have
ignored the advice provided by Maori on these sub-committees, instead making
decisions based on their own world-view, and to the detriment of of the Maori

voice.

This is a significant difference as to why having Maori wards and constituencies
are critically important. To participate in decision making process, one has to be
at the decision-making table. The decision-making table does not sit at a sub-
committee level, it sits at the full council level which is where the Maori wards

and Maori constituency seats reside.

Often sub-committees are referred to by numerous hapi and iwi as tokenistic
with no mana attached to it. Maori wards and constituencies are where Maori can

advocate and champaign issues affecting Maori.

A Maori ward gives Maori a voice at the table. This is critical Kaupapa for

generations to come.

innie Moeahu





