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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. The Crown files this memorandum to clarify the discussion that took place 

at the judicial conference on 26 April 2024 between Chief Judge Fox and 

Ms Lang of the Ministry of Justice about claimant funding in the Tomokia 

ngā tatau o Matangireia Inquiry – the Constitutional Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 

3300).   

2. The Ministry of Justice’s claimant funding scheme is designed to support 

claimants who are participating in the Wai 3300 inquiry (as well as 

claimants participating in the Te Rau o Te Tika – the Justice System Kaupapa 

Inquiry (Wai 3060)).  The funding available through the scheme cannot be 

used to cover hosting costs for Tribunal events such as judicial conferences, 

hearings, or the proposed wānanga takiwā for the Wai 3300 inquiry.   

3. However, the scheme includes funding for the actual and reasonable costs 

for claimants to hold preparatory hui for themselves and claimant 

witnesses to meet and prepare for Tribunal events.  If claimants wished to 

hold preparatory hui ahead of the proposed wānanga takiwā, the claimant 

funding scheme would reimburse claimants’ reasonable costs to run and 

attend such hui. 

4. To assist the Tribunal and parties, the Crown summarises below the 

information it has previously filed and served about claimant funding 

available in this inquiry: 

4.1 A memorandum dated 6 September 2023 informing the Tribunal 

and claimants of Cabinet’s approval of an “Interim common 

claimant funding policy for lead agencies”.  The memorandum 

provided a copy of the policy, as well as contact details for 

claimant funding support at the Ministry of Justice.  It appears that 

this memorandum has not been added to the Wai 3300 record of 

inquiry.  The Crown respectfully requests that it be added.  

4.2 A memorandum dated 22 December 2023 that included a 

claimant funding factsheet for the inquiry planning wānanga, 
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which had been planned for January and March this year, and the 

following link to the Interim common claimant funding policy for 

lead agencies.  This memorandum and the factsheet are on the 

record of inquiry for Wai 3300 as #3.1.1 and #3.1.1(a) respectively.   

5. Both the interim policy and the factsheet refer to claimants’ preparatory 

hui as one of the matters for which claimant funding is available. 

15 Mei | May 2024 

___________________________________ 
G Melvin 
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 

 

https://www.justice.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/Interim-Common-Claimant-Funding-Policy.pdf
https://www.justice.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/Interim-Common-Claimant-Funding-Policy.pdf



