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Parliament House

Te Whare Paremata

Parliament House is the heart of
New Zealand's democracy and

is home to our iconic Debating
Chamber.

In February 1911, Prime Minister Jaseph Ward
announced a competition for Mew Zealand
architects te design a new Parliament House,
following a fire in 1907 that had deslroyed

maost of the building previausly standing in Lthat
spol. Thirtythree entries were receiid, with

the winning design coming from ECvErnment
architect John Campbell. Another of Campbells
entries received fourth place and the two desians
wers blended forthe final building.

The new Parliament House was brick, faced
with marhble and granite in the Edwardian style
popular for grand public buildings at the time.

| te Pepuere 1911, ka panuitia e Ririmia [oseph
Ward tetan whakatactae ma nga kaihoahoa
whare o Actearoa, kia hoahoatia he Whare
Paremara hou i muri mai i te ahi i tetau 1507,
nana nai i kai ta nuinga o te whare i to ki taua
wahi. E loru tekan ma toru nga hoanga i whiwhi,
3, na te kathoahoa kawanatanga, na Jahn
carnpoell, te hoanga toa. | eke ki te taumala
ruawha tetahi atu © 3 Camphzll hoanga, 3. ka
whenumia tahitia aua hoanga nei whare.

He pereki le Whare Paremata hau; ne marjutea.
he hinewaiapu tana wahe | e taerd o e wa
o Kingi Eruera, | paitia nuitia ra hei whare
tornatanui hibira | aua wa, F rua rawa nga :
wahanga o te hanganga. kei te wahangd tu?tah
ko te hanganga o Nga taiwhanga ma ng:a \::Ihare
e rua, Nga tari, me e arawhatal-.-\&'lakahllra ira &
kei te tomuokanga & whakamahia tonutia anar
nga hui nui o te motu. Ko te wa.hangaItuyu;thi
kihai | hangaia, ko te whakaaro ia ka n:al WKD
o selamy e Gl
ake nwi i kore aite g :
??:lrljﬂt:t:i;_ [Ca timata te hanganga o_te v.-!:ﬁ;rre C:a
te tomuatanga cte tau 1914,. Erllgarl kaet:Takaka,
haere | runga i te uauao te kimi manut

Figure 1: Photo taken on 5 May 2024 at the NZ Parliament Buildings

Canstruction was divided inta twa slages, with
Stape one praviding chambers for both Houses
as well as offices, and the impressive main I
entrance staircase still used for state orasions
today. The second stage, which was never built,
was intended [o nclude Bellamys and a new
lirary. Much of the reason the second stage
never began was due to cost. Construction on
the building began in early 1914 but fall behing
schedule as suitable Takaka marble was hard to
find, and Waorld War | resulced in Shortages of
labour and materials.,

Thie building you see today is only around half
of what was originally planned, with The Beshive
taking the place of what wauld have been the
second stage. Parizment House went through a
significart earthguake strengthening project in
the 1990s, ang natable cutcome of which was
the creaticn of the Galleria in the middle of the
building.

sakanga Tuatahi o te Aol korekare ai Nga
kaimahi me Nga rawa.

me te

%o tewhare e kite ai koe |t rang’ nel kg toni i
Haurua noa ho o e whars i whak_aaroma, &, kel
-ewiahi | whakaarohia r3 ma e wahaljlga 1J.;ar|:1aI
&t anz ko te Whare Miere ke, Ka nui nga ma

| te Whare Parernata mate i}
whenua te take | NEa tad 1980, 8, ko te:amktu:u
nul o ter3 ko te hangangs o te Whare Whaka

Taorga kel te puklL o i whare.
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