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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. By memorandum-directions dated 20 June 2024, the Tribunal directed the 

Crown to file a document entitled “About New Zealand’s Emissions 

Reduction Targets: 2030 Target” by Friday 28 June 2024. This appears to be 

a page from the website of the Ministry for the Environment (Ministry).  

2. The webpage is referred to in the statements of claim in Wai 3278 and 3288. 

In both cases, the webpage is cited for the proposition that: “The 

Government communicated its NDC, setting a target out to 2030. The goal 

under that NDC is to reduce net emissions by 30% from 2005 levels by 2030”.  

3. The Ministry has undertaken a search for the webpage but has not been able 

to retrieve it. In any event, the Ministry instructs that the NDC, which is New 

Zealand’s Nationally Determined Contribution submitted to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) under the Paris 

Agreement, was updated in 2021. The new target is available on the 

Ministry’s website and states (among other things):1 

New Zealand’s first Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC1) was 
updated on 31 October 2021. The new NDC sets a headline target of a 
50 per cent reduction of net emissions below our gross 2005 level by 
2030. Our NDC covers the period 2021-2030. 

4. The text is prefaced by a link to the New Zealand’s “submission under the 

Paris Agreement of New Zealand’s first NDC”. Annexed to this memorandum 

is a screenshot of the website and the submissions referred to therein, 

marked “A” and “B” respectively.  

5. This same webpage also details the original NDC that the claimants’ 

statements of claim refer to, under the heading “Previous NDC target and 

Climate Change Commission Advice”. 

6. Given the updated target, the Crown considers it is more appropriate to refer 

to the new target and associated documents (i.e. the webpage and 

submissions annexed). It has therefore provided them accordingly. If, 

 
1  <Nationally Determined Contribution | Ministry for the Environment> 

https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/climate-change/nationally-determined-contribution/
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however, the Tribunal still wishes to see the webpage referred to in the 

claimants’ statements of claim, then, assuming it exists, the Ministry will 

require further time to search for it.  
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