
Type of discussion Meeting

Date/time of discussion 6 June 2024 at 9.00am

In attendance Minister of Transport 
Brian Anderton 
Helen White (MoT)
Secretary for Transport

Use of Te Reo and/or English for Government Departments

At the regular officials meeting, the Minister of Transport indicated that there would not/not be a 
Cabinet circular coming on the use of Te Reo and/or English for Government Departments as 
previously indicated. Each Minister had been asked to raise the content of the coalition agreement 
with their agencies.

As a result the Secretary agreed that she would proceed to look at how to implement the 
coalition agreement. The Secretary outlined that the approach would probably be incremental. 
It may start with template logos and then the intranet (as this is currently under re-development 
anyway) and then the website. The welcome sign at the front office will probably not be 
changed due to cost but will be looked at if the Ministry moves to a new office at the end of its 
current lease. [NB: need to ensure any other legal obligations are also met – get some advice 
on this] 

The Secretary will also ensure Crown Entities are aware of these expectations in an 
appropriate way. [NB: get some advice on the best way to do this from legal]

The National Party- New Zealand First coalition agreement states this:

“ Ensure all public service departments have their primary name in English, except for those 
specifically related to Māori.

 Require the public service departments and Crown Entities to communicate primarily in
English -except those entities specifically related to Māori.”

Secretary to come back to the Minister after consideration.
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