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2. Question No. 2—Prime Minister
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Oral Questions — Questions to Ministers

Question No. 2—Prime Minister

2. Rt Hon CHRIS HIPKINS (Leader of the Opposition) to the Prime Minister: Does he stand by all of his
statements and actions?

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON (Prime Minister): Yes, | do, especially this Government's action to launch an
independent review into Kainga Ora and the deeply concerning financial state it was left in by the previous
Government. | also stand by this Government's action to end the dysfunctional Let's Get Wellington Moving
programme, and to focus on delivering infrastructure that Wellington actually needs. And | stand by our
action to end the ute tax. Could | just make another statement by wishing the member a very merry
Christmas and the very best of luck in the new year in whatever role Kieran McAnulty gives him.

SPEAKER: It's not particularly helpful for order.

Rt Hon Chris Hipkins: Merry Christmas to him too. Does he agree with Christopher Luxon, "In the real world,
outside of Wellington, outside of the bubble of MPs, people who want to learn te reo or want to learn any
other education actually pay for it themselves."; if so, does he believe that standard applies to him too?

CHRISTOPHER LUXON: We encourage employers to upskill their employees if they need te reo for the
purposes of their job. We support that. What we don't support is actually bonuses on top of base
remuneration.

Rt Hon Chris Hipkins: If in the real world people pay for their own te reo Maori lessons, why did the taxpayer
pay for his, and will he pay that money back?

CHRISTOPHER LUXON: | think all the 123 MPs in this Chamber, if they want to learn te reo, that's actually a
good thing because they're actually there to represent all New Zealanders. | would suspect that you may have
done the same as Prime Minister and/or Leader of the Opposition.

Rt Hon Chris Hipkins: So why did he say "In the real world outside of Wellington and outside the bubble of
MPs, people who want to learn te reo actually pay for it themselves."?

CHRISTOPHER LUXON: Because they do, and many private companies; people who actually want to learn te
reo, actually do it. But if it's a part of your job and it actually helps you do your job to represent all New
Zealanders better and you want to learn te reo, | would encourage all 123 members in this Chamber to do
likewise.
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