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CLAIMANTS’ JOINT STATEMENT OF RELIEF

1. The claimants seek relief in relation to the Crown’s policies and actions relating to
reo Maori including:

(a) the coalition agreement policy to ensure all public service departments have
their primary name in English, except for those specifically related to Maori;

(b) the coalition agreement policy to require the public service departments and
Crown Entities to communicate primarily in English — except those entities
specifically related to Maori; and

(c) the Crown’s development of the draft Government Workforce Policy
Statement, which includes the draft policy on te reo Maori allowances in the
public sector.
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2. The claimants seek the following findings from the Tribunal: — -
Ministry of Justice
(@) A finding that the claimants’ claims are well-founded. WELLINGTON

(b) A finding that the Crown’s policies and actions stemming from its reo
policies breach te Tiriti o0 Waitangi me nga matapono / the Treaty of
Waitangi and its principles.

(c) A finding that it is a breach of te Tiriti me ngd matapono for the Crown to
pursue policies which have the effect of abolishing or diluting redress
measures taken by previous Governments to remedy Crown breaches of te
Tiriti/the Treaty, particularly in circumstances where the Waitangi Tribunal
has already inquired into and made findings and recommendations on the
issues which relate to and/or have led to the establishment of those
measures.

(d) A finding that the Crown has breached the rule of law and legislation,
including Te Ture mo Te Reo Maori 2016 and the New Zealand Bill of Rights
Act 1990, by committing to, developing and implementing its reo policies.

(e) A finding that the Government and its agencies need to have the capacity
and capability to engage with Maori in te reo Maori, and in a manner that is
consistent with tikanga, as an aspect of te Tiriti reciprocity and partnership,
and Te Ture mo Te Reo Maori 2016.

Recommendations

3. The claimants seek recommendations from the Tribunal as set out below.
Apologies
4, A recommendation that the Crown apologise to Maori publicly, and to claimants,

hapt and iwi directly, for the harm caused by the Crown’s policies and actions
relating to its reo policies, as well as its failure to uphold its obligations under te
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Tiriti and as a treaty partner. This apology should include a commitment to moving
forward in a te Tiriti compliant way.

Crown action/commitments in respect of the Crown’s reo policies

5.

10.

A recommendation that the Crown abandon its reo policies and immediately stop
any work in the development and implementation of its reo policies.

A recommendation that the Crown revert to the position prior to the coalition
agreements and its reo policies, including in terms of reversing the defunding of
reo Maori contracts such as Reo Ora.

A recommendation that the Crown continue to provide reo allowances to officials
and public servants with proficiency in te reo Maori me ona tikanga recognising
that it is an important skill essential to fulfilling the Crown’s obligations under te
Tiriti and ensuring the protection of te reo Maori me ona tikanga.

A recommendation that the Crown commit to increasing support and resourcing
and growing proficiency in te reo Maori me ona tikanga in all places, including in
and across the public sector.

A recommendation that the Crown commit to upholding the rule of law, Te Ture mo
Te Reo Maori 2016 and the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990.

A recommendation that the Crown urgently seek advice from Te Taura Whiri i Te
Reo Maori on how to comply with section 6(2) of Te Ture mo Te Reo Maori 2016.

Crown engagement with te iwi Maori

11.

12.

A recommendation that the Crown engage with hapt and iwi to get their
perspectives on how the Crown can:

€)) remedy/improve the treaty partnership in light of the harm caused by the
Crown’s actions and policies;

(b) redress the prejudice suffered by the claimants and te iwi Maori; and

(c) uphold its te Tiriti obligations where te reo Maori me 6na tikanga is
concerned.

A recommendation that the Crown partner with hapd and iwi in true te Tiriti
partnership to develop new aspirations, policies, and practices around te reo Maori
in the public sector, based on the outcomes referred to at paragraph (11) above.
It is suggested that this should include:

(@) the development of a government wide policy and plan for te reo Maori, me
ona tikanga, similar to that of the Government Workforce Policy Statement;

(b) the establishment of a framework for supporting te reo Maori me oOna
tikanga across the public sector including the capability, capacity and
proficiency to deliver services in te reo consistent with Te Tiriti o Waitangi
which includes:

® a binding minimum reo Maori allowance and progression scales in
accordance with best practice; and



13.

(i) a commitment as described in paragraph 8 above.

A recommendation that the Crown engage with, and obtain the approval of, the
claimants, their whanau and hapt and other relevant Maori organisations should it
wish to pursue any policies which would affect existing redress measures that have
been implemented with the Crown following good faith negotiations between the
Crown and Maori.

Recommendations specific to the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and future
Deputy Prime Minister

14.

15.

A recommendation that the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and future
Deputy Prime Minister review the coalition agreements to ensure they are
consistent with the te Tiriti and its principles before further work is carried out to
develop or implement the coalition agreement policies. It is suggested that te Tiriti
experts who are independent of the Crown be engaged to assist with this task.

A recommendation that the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and future
Deputy Prime Minister review their policy to introduce a Treaty of Waitangi
Principles Bill to ensure it is consistent with the te Tiriti and its principles before
further work is carried out to develop or implement the Bill. It is suggested that te
Tiriti experts who are independent of the Crown be engaged to assist with this task.

Recommendations concerning monitoring and costs

16.

17.

A recommendation that the Crown commit to consistent and regular monitoring and
evaluating of the advancement and revitalisation of te reo Maori me ona tikanga in
the public sector. This work should be carried out by a lead agency.

A recommendation that Crown to meet all costs and disbursements incurred by the
claimants in bringing their claims.





