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Treaty provisions set to be scrapped
from Corrections Amendment Bill

By Te Aniwa Hurihanganui, INews Maori Affairs Correspondent  Thu, Jun 6
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Corrections logo on shirt. (Source: INews)

INews can reveal multiple Treaty of Waitangi provisions are set to be scrapped from the
Corrections Amendment Bill, legislation that would have compelled the agency to
improve outcomes for Maori in the corrections system.

Iwi and Maori experts throughout the country were involved in the development of the
draft treaty provisions and the legislation was introduced to Parliament by the former
Labour Government last year.

The legislation would have compelled the agency to improve outcomes for Maori in the corrections system.



But last month, Corrections Minister Mark Mitchell sought Cabinet approval to "'remove
these provisions in their entirety”.

They include:

e Equitable rehabilitation and reintergration outcomes for Maori

A requirement on the Chief Executive to ensure the development, maintenance, anc
implementation of a strategy that is focused on improving outcomes for Maori in the
corrections system to address long-standing Maori needs

e Making access to cultural activities a purpose for which prisoners can be temporarily
released or temporarily removed from prison

e Ensuring prisoners have access to cultural activities regardless of the prison in which
they are detained

e Enable the views of whanau, hapl and iwi to be taken into account, where
appropriate and pracrticable, in decisions about which prison offenders are
accommodated in

In his Cabinet paper, Mark Mitchell said Corrections already had "operational
programmes" underway to meet the needs of Maori.

"Corrections’ current practice is to integrate matauranga Maori alongside western
psycological practice, and in doing so follow what has been established to be a key
aspect of effective rehabilitation.”



Mark Mitchell speaks to Q+A in May 2024. (Source: Q+A / Irra Lee)

He said officials considered it likely concerns would be raised over the changes, given the
"significant over-representation of Maori in the corrections system.”

He also noted, "no consultation has been undertaken on this paper".
Corrections agreed it was already on track to meeting its Treaty obligations.

In a briefing paper to Mitchell in April, the agency said it was already working with Maori
"to build meaningful and purposeful relationships that will achieve the goals of the bill's
Treaty provisions".

Green Party Justice Spokesperson Tamatha Paul said any suggestion Corrections was
achieving its obligations under the Treaty were "completely untrue” and removing the
provisions was wrong.

"This is a ministry where there is an over incarceration of Maori people, where 60% are
Maori,” she said.

"It's straight up Treaty abuse, the way that they continue to lock up Maori."

She said the Treaty provisions would have ensured prisoners had access to their culture
and whakapapa.



"You can't force rehabilitation programmes on somebody and expect them to reflect on
their behaviour and change that,” she said.

"They need a 'why' and for many people who have been in prison that is knowing who
they are, where they come from and what their whakapapa is. Removing these treaty
provisions gives no onus and no responsibility on anybody to make sure that that
fundamental connection is made."

Mark Mitchell responds

Police Minister Mark Mitchell told INews a review of Treaty provisions in legislation was
part of the coalition agreement, and it "does not impact” the work Corrections is
currently doing.

"It is in the coalition agreement, that there is a review going on and Cabinet decided that
there is no point adding Treaty provisions until that review is done."

Asked whether the department was serving Maori well, Mitchell responded: "Yes
absolutely.”

"Maori incarceration rate is something that all of us share a concern around and are
actively working together to try and fix.

"Not only are Maori over-represented in our criminal justice system, they're over-
represented in our victims as well. So, you know [there is] a lot of work to be done in
that space.”
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Mitchell said Corrections already had strong connections with iwi and hapl which was a
"critical part of how we do business, especially rehabilitation”.



"They deliver very strong, Maori-based programs now inside Corrections and that
relationship is enduring and it will be ongoing.”
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Full video: Housing Minister outlines plan to boost
housing growth

Chris Bishop spoke about the plans, which include the abolition of minimum floor area and balcony

requirements, from Auckland.
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Housing Minister announces slew of housing, planning
changes

The minister revealed six reforms planned to "free up land for development” and help deal with the
country’s housing crisis.
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Vanessa Hudgens welcomes first child

The High School Musical star has given birth to her first child with baseball player husband Cory
Tucker.

4 mins ago

Sir lan McKellen updates recovery after horror stage fall
Wednesday 6:46pm

'Still finding kids': David Crosby's sperm donor legacy goes on
Wednesday 4:27pm

Heart singer Ann Wilson diagnosed with cancer
Wednesday 2:59pm



'Sexual frenzy' — The day The Beatles came to Auckland
Wednesday 5:00am ¢ 6:39

VIEW MORE MORE FROM ENTERTAINMENT STORIES

LATEST STORIES

Vanessa Hudgens welcomes first child

4 mins ago

New targets set to mental health sector as $10m fund opens

7 mins ago

Man with 35 convictions against women to be deported to NZ

30 mins ago

Wellington's Takina: First major exhibitions short of targets

40 mins ago

Kiwi Clayton Lewis fighting betting fix allegation

2:00pm



Workforce shortage not sole reason for clinic's lack of staff, PHO
says

1:45pm

Chilly weather set to continue 'well into next week' - MetService

1:40pm

Tall Blacks overcome lvica Zubac's record contribution in Olympic
qualifier

1:225pm

Hannah Wilkinson misses Football Ferns Olympics squad

1:23pm

$7m-winning Lotto ticket sat in handbag for 2 weeks before being
checked

= ‘i 1:09pm
‘ LT er ‘
Explore TVNZ 1News Corporate More TVNZ

TVNZ+

New Zealand About TVNZ Contact Us



TVNZ 1 Sport Careers Help & FAQs

TVNZ 2 Sales & Advertising House Rules
TVNZ DUKE Blacksand Privacy Policy
TV Guide Licensing The Green Room
Live TV

Follow 1INews TINews Apps

® f X

® in &

© TVNZ 2024





