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Introduction 

1. On 10 September 2024, Chairperson Chief Judge Fox initiated the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Management Inquiry (Wai 3450) to inquire into claims concerning natural 
resources and environmental management issues (Wai 3450, #2.5.1). 

2. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(a)(ii) of Schedule 2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 (the Act), I 
was appointed as the presiding officer to the inquiry, and pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of 
Schedule 2 of the Act, Tā Pou Temara, Emeritus Professor David Williams, Ron Crosby 
and Prue Kapua were appointed as members of this inquiry panel. 

3. This memorandum-directions addresses the next steps for this inquiry and sets down a 
judicial conference. 

4. In April 2015, the Waitangi Tribunal launched the kaupapa inquiry programme.1 This 
programme is intended to provide an inquiry pathway for claims outside of the district 
inquiries which raise nationally significant issues affecting Māori as a whole, or a section 
of Māori in similar ways, and which have not previously been heard, reported on or settled. 

5. Each kaupapa inquiry was to focus on a single major issue or cluster of related issues. 
Based on an initial assessment in 2015 of registered claims that raise kaupapa 
grievances, a programme of 11 kaupapa inquiries was identified, including the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management inquiry. 

6. The April 2015 memorandum-direction, indicated that the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Management inquiry could hear claims on the following issues:2 

Minerals (surface, underground, offshore); atmospheric environmental resources; foreshore and 
seabed; water; regulation of management fishing, water quality, pollution; marine reserves, 
customary fishing, whales, dolphins, impact of pollution and run-off on coastal marine resources, 
commercial overfishing. 

7. Since 2015, the Tribunal has commenced, and in some cases completed, inquiries 
involving some of these issues. This includes, but may not limited to: 

(a) the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources inquiry (Wai 2358); and 

(b) the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act inquiries (Wai 1017, Wai 3375, 
Wai 3400).  

8. The scope of the Natural Resources and Environmental Management inquiry may be 
limited by the extent to which a claim has already been heard, or is being heard, in whole 
or in part, in other Tribunal inquiries. 

9. Attached at Appendix A is a preliminary list of claims related to possible issues in this 
inquiry. Those claims concern natural resources and environmental management issues. 
This is a preliminary list and is subject to the Tribunal’s eligibility criteria in determining 
whether these claims can participate in this inquiry. 

10. I am going to convene a judicial conference via AVL at 10 am, 31 October 2024 to 
consider the following issues: 

 
1 Waitangi Tribunal, ‘Kaupapa inquiry programme’ (April 2015). 
2 Waitangi Tribunal, ‘Kaupapa inquiry programme’ (April 2015) at ‘Appendix A’. 
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(a) Eligibility – which claims raise issues that fall within the scope of this inquiry that 
have not already been heard, or are being heard, in other inquiries; 

(b) Issues – what are the remaining issues to be heard and determined in this inquiry; 

(c) Whether the claimants and Crown are ready to proceed (with commencing this 
inquiry rather than proceeding to hearing); and 

(d) What interlocutory steps may be required. 

11. I direct parties who seek participation in this inquiry to file submissions on these issues by 
12 pm, 24 October 2024. 

 

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 3450, the Natural Resources and Environmental Management Inquiry; and 

• All claims listed in Appendix A. 
 

 

WHAKAPŪMAUTIA ki Whangārei i te 4 o Oketopa 2024  
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