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AND  

 

IN THE MATTER OF a claim by the late Hone Kameta, Te Rua 

Rakuraku, Paeone Goonan and Te 

Ringahuia Hata for and on behalf of Ngāti 

Ira o Waiōweka (Wai 558) 

 

AND  

 

IN THE MATTER OF a claim by Pita Tipene, Moana 

Maniapoto, Donna Kerridge, George 

Laking, India Logan-Riley and Veronica 

Tawhai for and on behalf of Ngā Toki 

Whakarururanga (Wai 3342) 
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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA:  

The Claimants 

1. This Joint Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the following claims:  

1.1 Wai 2872 - claim by Leonie Pihama, Angeline Greensill, Mereana 

Pitman, Hilda Halkyard-Harawira and Te Ringahuia Hata on behalf of 

themselves, their whānau, hapū, iwi and all Māori; 

1.2 Wai 1194 and Wai 1212, claims by Colleen Skerrett-White, Timitepo 

Hohepa, and Te Ariki Derek Morehu on behalf of the hapū of Ngāti Te 

Rangiunuora and the iwi of Ngāti Pikiao;  

1.3 Wai 558 - claim filed by the late Hone Kameta, Te Rua Rakuraku, 

Paeone Goonan and Te Ringahuia Hata for and on behalf of Ngāti Ira o 

Waioweka; 

1.4 Wai 2494, a claim by Donna Awatere-Huata on behalf of herself, her 

whānau, hapū and iwi of Ngāti Porou, Ngāti Whakaue, Ngāti Hine and 

all Māori; and 

1.5 Wai 3342 - a claim by Pita Tipene, Moana Maniapoto, Donna Kerridge, 

George Laking, India Logan-Riley and Veronica Tawhai for and on 

behalf of Ngā Toki Whakarururanga.  

(“the Claimants”) 

Background 

2. By Memorandum-Directions dated 10 September 2024, Her Honour Chief Judge 

Dr Fox initiated the Wai 3450 Natural Resources and Environmental Kaupapa 

Inquiry.1 

3. In Memorandum-Directions dated 4 October 2024, the Presiding Officer Judge 

Armstrong directed parties to file submissions in advance of the judicial 

conference on 31 October 2024 on:2 

3.1 Eligibility – which claims raise issues that fall within the scope of the 

inquiry that have not already been heard or are being heard in other 

inquiries;  

3.2 Issues – which are the remaining issues to be heard in this inquiry; 

 
1 Wai 3450, #2.5.1.  
2 Wai 3450, #2.5.2 at [1].  
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3.3 Whether the claimants and Crown are ready to proceed; and  

3.4 What interlocutory steps may be required.  

Eligibility 

4. The Claimants are all Māori and satisfy the criteria as set out in s 6 of the Treaty 

of Waitangi Act 1975.  

5. Counsel have instructions to file amended statements of claim for the Claimants 

that address contemporary environmental grievances that have yet to be, or will 

not be, heard in any other inquiry.  

6. The claims are in relation to the impact that Treaty breaches have had on the 

Claimants’ natural resources and systems of environmental systems. These 

impacts have been felt by their whānau, hapū, iwi and hapori and have yet to be 

inquired into by any Tribunal. 

Wai 1194 and Wai 1212 

7. The Wai 1194 claim was originally known as the Taumanu Land Claim. It was 

brought for and on behalf of the original owners of the land known as Taumanu 

and the hapū of Ngāti Te Rangiunuora and iwi of Ngāti Pikiao, who descend from 

the Te Arawa waka. 

8. The Wai 1212 claim was originally recorded as a land and resources claim on 

behalf of Ngāti Rongomai and Ngā Uri o Te Tokotoru a Manawakotokoto. 

Colleen Skerrett-White, Timitepo Hohepa and Te Ariki Derek Morehu are the 

named claimants of both Wai 1194 and Wai 1212.  

9. Given the close whakapapa base the claimants wish to hear their claims together, 

to minimise any unnecessary repetition in respect to the claim. This has been the 

approach taken by the Wai 1194/1212 claimants in other Inquiries they have 

participated in. Namely, the Wai 3300 Treaty Principles Bill Urgent Inquiry, the 

Wai 2575 Disestablishment of Te Aka Whai Ora Urgent Inquiry, the Wai 3327 – 

te reo in the Public Sector Urgent Inquiry, the Wai 332 Climate Change Priority 

Inquiry and the Wai 2358 Geothermal and Freshwater Kaupapa Inquiry.  

Wai 2872 

10. The Wai 2872 claim represents pūkenga and tohunga across various sectors of 

the hapū, iwi and hapori across te ao Māori. The Wai 2872 claimants wish to 

present expert witness evidence in this regard.  

11. The Wai 2872 claimants will provide evidence on how Crown action and inaction 
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has failed in protecting natural resources under tikanga Māori. It will also explore 

how  mātauranga Māori is integral to the effective management of the taiao.  

Wai 558 

12. The Wai 558 claim represents the interests and rights of Ngāti Ira hapū of Te 

Whakatōhea. The Wai 558 claimants have engaged in the environmental 

management of their whenua, takutai moana, awa, and kainga and wish to present 

evidence on this.  

13. Although the claimants are also part of the Wai 1750 North-Eastern Bay of Plenty 

District Inquiry, environmental development and management of natural 

resources has not been pleaded to in a fully comprehensive way.  

Wai 2494 

14. The Wai 2494 claim represents the role of whakapapa in connecting us with 

nature and our natural resources, our reciprocal relationship with nature, our 

rights and obligations to our natural resources and our kawa, our tikanga, our reo 

that act as a medium, mediator and monitor in our kaitiaki responsibilities in the 

management of those resources.  

Wai 3342 

15. Ngā Toki Whakarururanga is a collective established to advance and protect 

Māori interests in the trade space. The Wai 3342 claimants have previously and 

are currently participating in various Tribunal inquiries on wide ranging issues. 

They intend on bringing evidence to this inquiry on how natural resources are 

exploited through international trade relationships entered into by the Crown 

without the consent of Māori, and how these obligations motivate the approach 

taken to environmental management.   

Readiness to Proceed 

16. Once the contours of this Inquiry are confirmed, the Claimants will file 

particularised statements of claim. Preparation of these statements is underway, 

to be filed in due course.  

17. Counsel and the Claimants are ready to proceed to the interlocutory processes for 

an Inquiry and would benefit from knowing the timeframe for filing 

particularised statements of claim.  

18. Counsel apologise for the delay in filing this Memorandum and seek leave to the 

same.  



 

4 

 

Attendance at Judicial Conference 

19. Counsel confirm our attendance at the judicial conference scheduled for 31 

October 2024 and will speak further to the submissions in this memorandum.  

 

 

DATED at Rotorua/Wellington this 29th day of October 2024 

 

  

____________________  ___________________ 

Annette Sykes                                      Maia Te Hira 

 

Counsel for the Claimants 

 

 




