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E TE KAIWHAKAWĀ, TĒNĀ KOE. 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of:

a) A claim by Walter Rika on behalf of his whanau (Wai 2459), which is

included in Appendix A of the Tribunal’s directions of 4 October (Wai

3450, #2.5.2(a)).

b) A claim by Taipari Munro of Poroti Springs (Wai 2024), which is not

included in Appendix A of the Tribunal’s directions.

c) Claimants who have yet to file through the New Zealand Māori Council

2. Counsel seeks leave to appear for those named above at the judicial conference

scheduled for 31 October 2024. We apologise that we have received

instructions only today.

3. The Rika whanau claim is included in the geothermal phase of the National

Freshwater inquiry, but their issues extend beyond those pertinent to that

inquiry to include national policy on the maintenance of natural resources and

the recognition of the customary interests of hapū.

4. The Poroti Springs claim was also included in the National Freshwater inquiry

but the claimants’ issues extend beyond those pertinent to that inquiry to

include issues relating to the damage to the springs from surrounding land

uses.

5. Some of the statutory entities that make up the New Zealand Māori Council

have indicated an intention to file claims relating to:

a) The disposal of rubbish and the impact on landowners of leachate from

rubbish dumps,

b) The use of toxic chemicals, their impact on local Māori landowners with

reference to the chemicals used on the Ohakea airport runway and the

provision of compensation for lands that are not now usable for food

production

c) The processes for the modification of waterways

d) The inability of Māori land owners to make maximum use of their land

resource on account of multiple ownership due to the historic refusal of



2 

government to recognise or provide for hapū/whanau  ownership; and the 

examination of processes by which multiple and fractionated ownership 

may convert to hapū or whanau ownership in time. 

6. It is sought that these topics are considered for inclusion in the inquiry as

issues still to be heard or fully heard in terms of national policy.

7. We submit for the New Zealand Māori Council members, who are Māori, that

the Tribunal should not foreclose at this stage on the issues that may need to

be heard and determined in this inquiry. The Council is comprised of 16

districts and some 400 committees.  It has not been feasible to inform this

constituency of the issues and to receive responses within the 20 working days

provided, especially in view of the practice whereby individuals meet as groups

to obtain a mandate to advance an issue.

Dated at Wellington this 29 October 2024 

_____________________________________ 

Donna Hall 

Woodward Law. 

Counsel for the Claimants. 




