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1. The purpose of this memorandum-directions is to formally initiate Wai 3500, the Identity 

and Culture Kaupapa Inquiry and to appoint a presiding officer and panel to conduct the 

inquiry. 

2. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(a)(ii) of the Second Schedule to the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

(the Act), I now appoint Judge Alana Thomas, a judge of the Māori Land Court as 

presiding officer for the kaupapa inquiry into claims concerning identity and culture issues. 

3. Pursuant to clause 5(1)(b) of the Second Schedule of the Act, I appoint Professor Sir Pou 

Temara, Dr Paul Hamer, Kim Ngārimu, and Basil Morrison as members of the Tribunal 

panel for the kaupapa inquiry into claims concerning identity and culture issues. 

4. The presiding officer will issue a memorandum-directions on the next steps for the inquiry 

in due course.  

 
Me tuku atu te Kairēhita i tētehi kape o tēnei whakahau ki te Kaiwhakawā Alana Thomas, 
Ahorangi Tā Pou Temara, Dr Paul Hamer, Kim Ngārimu, and Basil Morrison me ērā ki te 
rārangi whakamōhio mō te ‘the Identity and Culture Kaupapa Inquiry’ (Wai 3500).  
 
The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to Judge Alana Thomas, Professor Sir Pou 
Temara, Dr Paul Hamer, Kim Ngārimu, and Basil Morrison, and all those on the distribution 
list for the Identity and Culture Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 3500). 
 

 

WHAKAPŪMAUTIA ki Te Whanganui-a-Tara i te 18 o te Mahuru 2024 

 

 
 
 
Kaiwhakawā Matua Dr Caren Fox  
Tiamana 
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