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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. In accordance with the Tribunal’s direction,1 the Crown files with this

memorandum its statement of constitutional principles which the Crown

considers underpins the unwritten constitution of New Zealand.

2. Ahead of the first wānanga ā-rohe, the Crown reiterates previous

statements it has made in this inquiry that there are limitations to what

officials can engage on and/or agree to at the wānanga without officials

providing advice to, and seeking decisions from, Ministers.

3. Senior Ministry of Justice officials will attend the wānanga at Ngāruawāhia

to listen and speak to the Crown’s statement of constitutional principles.

They will endeavour to answer questions about those principles, within the

limitations noted above.

25 November 2024 

___________________________________ 
Geoffrey Melvin 
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 

1 Wai 3300, #2.6.19, at [19].  




