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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 
 
KIA WHAKAAE MAI TE TARAIPIUNARA 

 
1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of: 

a. the combined claims of Te Waimate Taiamai ki 

Kaikohe Alliance (Wai 421, 593, 869, 1383, 1890); 

and  

b. Wai 144, a Claim by Vernon Winitana on behalf of 

Ngati Ruapani 

(the Claimants) 
 

2. The claimants intend to participate in the Wai 3550 Economic 

Development inquiry.  

3. On 2 November 2024, Judge Williams directed parties to issue 

feedback on the proposed initial interlocutory steps for the Wai 3550 

inquiry.1 

4. The claimants are supportive of the approach outlined and would 

support an additional step whereby parties identify any issues which 

might make a priority hearing. This step could occur following the 

further eligibility assessment of any new or amended statements of 

claim. This timing would allow claimants to thoroughly assess the 

commonalities between their positions, which may support priority 

being granted for issue(s).  

5. In the Housing Policy and Services Kaupapa inquiry a priority 

hearing focused on the Crown’s contemporary national strategy (or 

strategies) addressing issues of Māori homelessness over three 

hearing weeks.2 Priority was granted due to strong claimant support 

and the sufficiency of existing research.  

 
1 Wai 3550, #2.5.002 at [13].  
2 Wai 2750, #2.5.25 at [73].  



 

1 

 

6. The Justice Systems Kaupapa inquiry also convened a special “mini 

inquiry” hearing on the funding of claimant participation in Waitangi 

Tribunal processes. This priority was granted as a threshold matter, 

as it addressed possible obstacles to claimants embarking on the 

inquiry proper, as well as there being no need for further research.3  

7. Identifying potential priority issues during the interlocutory process 

would allow for the inquiry to be more efficient.     

 
Dated: 4 February 2025 
 
 

  

 
Bryce Lyall   Maithili Sreen  Hannah Swedlund 
Counsel for the Claimants   

 
3 Wai 3060, #2.5.7(c) at [6]; Wai 3060, #2.5.6 at [5] – [6].  

 




