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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 
 
1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the following claimants: 

a) Lee Timutimu as named claimant for the Wai 3311, being a claim on 

behalf of himself and Māori in the Digital Technologies Industry; and 

b) Professor Margaret Mutu as named claimant for Wai 1694, a claim 

concerning the system of rating and other charges of Māori land in 

Aotearoa. 

(“the Claimants”). 

 

2. On 12 November 2024, his Honour Judge Williams issued Memorandum-

Directions concerning initial interlocutory steps for the Wai 3550 

Economic Development Kaupapa Inquiry (“the Directions”).1 Attached to 

the Directions was a preliminary list of existing claims containing 

allegations concerning economic development issues.2 The Wai 1694 

Claim is included on the list however the Wai 3311 claim is not.  

 

3. Counsel have been instructed to act for the Claimants in the Economic 

Development Inquiry. As the Wai 1694 Claim has already been identified 

as a claim with allegations relevant to this inquiry,3 counsel confirm the 

claimant is seeking to participate in the inquiry. 

 

4. The Wai 1694 claim has not been amended or particularised since filing in 

2008, however, Counsel anticipate including particulars once the scope 

and issues of this inquiry have been determined. 

 

Relevance of the Wai 3311 Claim   

5. With regard to Wai 3311 Claim, the claimant has indicated their wish to 

participate in the Wai 3550 Inquiry. The claimant seeks to participate on 

the basis the statement of claim dated 20 December 2023 concerns the 

Crown’s Te Tiriti obligations to Māori in regard to participation in the 

digital and technology sector as a critical part of the economy.4  Of 

particular relevance to this inquiry are the following allegations raised by 

the Wai 3311 Claim: 

                                                           
1 Wai 3550, #2.5.2 
2 Wai 3550, #2.5.2(a) 
3 Wai 3550, #2.5.2(a) at 8. 
4 Wai 3311, #1.1.1, at para 25. 
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a) The Crown failure to include, support and provide meaningful 

learning and career pathways for Māori in the digital and technology 

space resulting in under-representation; 

b) The Crown failure to ensure government procurement processes 

impower and are inclusive of Māori suppliers the digital and 

technology sector; 

c) The Crown failure to provide adequate funding and resourcing to 

improve Māori leadership and diversity in the Digital Technology 

Workforce; 

d) The Crown failure to implement policy or legislation that addresses 

the digital divide and underrepresentation affecting Māori in the 

digital and technology space; 

e) The Crown failure to empower Māori to become active participants 

in the digital sector despite the world becoming increasingly reliant 

on technology. 

 

Request for Inclusion 

6. Accordingly, counsel respectfully request that the Tribunal; 

a) in relation to the Wai 1694 Claim, note the claimants’ intention to 

participate in this inquiry; and 

b) with respect of the Wai 3311; 

(i) note the relevance of the Wai 3311 claim to the Wai 3550 

inquiry; 

(ii) note that the claimants seek to participate in this inquiry; and 

(iii) include the wai 3311 claim in the list of claims that have been 

identified as relevant to this inquiry.  

 

Dated at Auckland: 4 February 2025.  

 

 

 

 C Panoho-Navaja / B Walker 

Counsel for Wai 3311 and Wai 1694 




