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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the following claimants: 

(a) Robina Rihari (“Mrs Rihari”), a claim (TBC) in relation to the Public 

Education Sector on behalf of Māori Primary School Teachers.  

(b) the Wai 1795 claim by Tāwhirimatea Te Auripo Rewita Williams (“papa 

Tawhiri”) for and on behalf of himself and the hapū of Ngāti Ruatākena. 

2. Counsel advise the Tribunal of the above claimants’ intention to participate in this 

inquiry.  

3. Statements of Claim are currently being drafted and will be filed as soon as 

possible.  

The Claimants 

Tawhirimatea Te Auripo Rewita Williams 

4. Papa Tawhiri’s current qualifications are an advanced Diploma of Teaching, a 

Master of Arts First Class Honours in Māori Education, all from the University of 

Auckland, and a Tohu Matauranga Māori awarded by the Ministry of Education.  

5. He also holds several honours with his wife, nanny Kaa Williams, for their services 

to Māori and education by the Queen’s Service Order and by the New Zealand 

Order of Merit: 

(a) 2015 – Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit; and 

(b) 2023 – together with my wife Kaa Williams, we were the only Māori 

husband and wife team to be made Companions of the New Zealand Order 

of Merit in the New Year’s Honours for 2023.  

Robina Rihari 

6. Mrs Rihari currently resides in Kerikeri, Northland, and has over 20 years of 

Primary School teaching experience in the public sector, working mainly in low 

decile schools located in Auckland and Northland, with high populations of Māori 

and Pasifka children.  
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7. Mrs Rihari has also just completed 5 years in the Private Education sector.  

8. Mrs Rihari is currently completing a Master’s degree in education, of which she 

will receive upon graduating in 2025. She is also transitioning back to the Public 

Education sector, after accepting a new post in Auckland.  

Claim Issues 

9. Papa Tawhiri is currently the Principal of Te Wānanga Takiura o Ngā Kura Kaupapa 

Māori o Aotearoa, a tertiary provider and producer of Kura Kaupapa Māori 

teachers.  

10. Counsel acknowledge that the Tribunal has already considered topics important 

to papa Tawhiri’s claim, including; mātauranga Māori, tikanga, and Māori models 

of education. Additional topics of interest to papa Tawhiri are as follows: 

(a) Challenges experienced by Māori in their adulthood wanting to pursue 

tertiary studies.  

(b) As a tertiary education provider, the Wānanga receives graduates from 

High School or school leavers. Therefore, further evidence will cover his 

observations on teenage students as products of the public education 

system.   

(c) The methods used by papa Tawhiri at the Wānanga to address the above 

and assist new students in commencing tertiary education.  

11. Mrs Rihari’s claim will primarily concern gaps in the public education system at 

the primary and intermediate school levels. After having worked in both the 

public and private sectors, she is well positioned to speak to the following 

matters: 

(a) Availability, allocation, and best use of educational resources.  

(b) Access to extracurricular activities and their benefits.  

(c) Teacher support and professional development.  

(d) Integration of technology in the school curriculum.  
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(e) Differences in the quality of teaching.  

(f) Teacher remuneration.  

Priority Matters 

12. Counsel support several of the priority matters raised by claimant counsel, 

particularly the Coalition Government’s decision to cut $30m in funding for te reo 

Māori teacher training.1 

Readiness of the Claimants 

13. Counsel is not in a position to ascertain readiness at this early stage, as we are 

still in the process of completing Statements of Claim.  

 

Dated 21 November 2024, Auckland 

 

 

________________________ 

Neuton Lambert / Jamee Miles 
Counsel for the Claimants 
 

                                                           
1NZ Herald Education Minister Erica Stanford reveals $30m cut to te reo Māori funding to boost 

maths curriculum https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/education/education-minister-erica-stanford-

reveals-30m-cut-to-te-reo-maori-funding-to-boost-maths-

curriculum/65A27XEF6BBPXDS3GQR7HVKNWI/#:~:text=%2430%20million%20is%20being%20cut

,was%20more%20of%20a%20priority.  
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