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We,

MOERANGI POTIKI, Chairperson, and ROANA BENNETT,

Administrator, both of Maket, jointly state as follows:

I am Moerangi Potiki, of Ngati Whakaue Ngati Moko, Tihourangi. I am the
Chairperson of the Ngati Whakaue Runanga (“the Riinanga”). I whakapapa directly
to Ngati Whakaue. I also descend from Rangiuru, who is Whakaue’s wife, to whom
I have direct whakapapa to. Together my whakapapa is strengthened in terms not
just of Whakaue but, of, Tapuika and other Iwi within our district. My main hapi
that I strongly associate with is Ngati Moko, Ngati Whakaue, and Tuhourangi.

I am Roana Bennett, the Kaiwhakahaere for the Riinanga. I am a descendant of
Whakaue Kaipapa through my grandfather, Bishop F.A Bennett, the first Bishop of

Aotearoa.

The purpose of this Brief of Evidence (“BoE”) is to support our Claim by providing

evidence of the impacts of climate change on Ngati Whakaue ki Maketd.

We see climate change not just as the environmental crisis that it is, but also as a
consequence of colonisation. Climate change is part of an interconnected set of
threats to Maori rights and identity that were guaranteed by te Tiriti o Waitangi (“te
Tiriti”).

Connection to Maketa

We have a deep spiritual connection to our whenua of Maketii, which through our

whakapapa, go all the way back to the landing of Te Arawa.

It is easy to focus on a physical connection, but we do not just live in the physical.
The wairua which binds us to Maketli may be unseen, but it is deeply significant

for Ngati Whakaue and must be actively protected.

Our philosophy is this. What we take out of the ground, we put back into the ground.
We have a responsibility as Kaitiaki to protect our environment and protect the

inheritance of our future generations, and in Maketii we take this very seriously.
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An example that symbolises how our wairua binds us to our whenua, is via a large,
beautiful tree by the Whakaue Marae. The placenta of a tupuna of Moerangi’s is

buried underneath the tree, strengthening our unseen connection.

If the Marae is flooded, this area may sink underwater and we will lose a connection

with our whenua.

Looking at it from the perspective of our culture, we view climate change as one of
the biggest threats to our efforts to preserve an intergenerational connection to

Maketi.

We faced similar threats to that connection to culture over the last two centuries,
and it has been a great struggle to preserve our culture, language and identity.
Climate change should not be viewed in isolation. Instead, it is the latest in the

series of existential threats to our identity as Maori.
Impacts of Climate Change

Makett is disproportionately vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Our
experience is of wider importance, as it will help the Tribunal understand the

vulnerability of remote communities like ours across Aotearoa.

Climate change is a symptom of the wider environmental degradation that we in

Maketu bear the brunt of.

Maketi is within an estuary, which is protected by a long spit. However, we are
concerned that a large storm would be sufficient to wash away the spit and leave

Maketi fully exposed to the ocean.

We do experience flooding, but we are seeing flooding more often and at a greater

intensity.

The poorly designed drainage infrastructure in Maketii increases the risks of
flooding, starting in the drains and then swamping the community. The
infrastructure here needs massive upgrades, not just routine maintenance but

remedial upgrades to correct for past mistakes.
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This also poses a risk to our wairua. For example, in 2019, large swells eroded the

nearby cliffs and washed out kdiwi (human remains) onto the beaches below.

Furthermore, climate change has serious health impacts for our rohe. This is a warm
area of Aotearoa, and we are experiencing increasing heat and drought in summer.
Many homes in Makett do not have air conditioning and are not insulated, so the

increasing heat can have serious health impacts.

There are other interconnected health impacts from environmental degradation. In
the Bay of Plenty, we have among the highest rates of asthma and respiratory
problems in Aotearoa. Furthermore, the diversion of the Kaituna River means that
the water in our estuary was no longer free-flowing but became stagnant. This has

been partially remediated but not to the extent required for full restoration.

The estuary was a vibrant ecosystem with kai moana and sea grass, but the sea grass
is now covered in sediment and the sea floor has turned to mud. Our estuary used
to have an abundance of crabs and therefore of birds, and we now observe this

whole interconnected natural system being disrupted.

Our whakatauki says “Ka ora te taiao, ka ora te tangata”, meaning that when the
environment is well, the people are well. By wellness, we also include the
wairuatanga of the people, and not merely the physical wellness. Due to climate
change, environmental degradation, and the overlapping impacts of colonisation,

our people are not as well as they could or should be.

Climate change clearly also has an economic impact on our people. Disasters affect
the ability of our people to get to work, earn an income, and to use the infrastructure
around us. We are a small and relatively remote community, and due to this, we
need to drive at least 20 minutes to get groceries, access healthcare and other

services, and attend secondary school.

In a crisis, we have to be self-sufficient and resilient. The Whakaue Marae is the
centre of our response, and it is where people come during a disaster. Even though

it is not set up to be this, the Marae functions as a civil defence centre.
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Essentially, we just pull through and do what we need to, as many communities like

ours have to do.
Failures of the Crown response

We do not believe that the Crown’s response accounts for the disproportionate

vulnerability of communities such as Maketi to the impacts of climate change.

We believe that the Crown has missed the boat in its response. We do not recall
ever being contacted to engage specifically as the Ngati Whakaue iwi in their policy
development, but we have merely been given the same opportunities available in

the consultation process for the general public.

We do not feel as if we have a personal relationship with the decision-makers, or
that any effort has been made to engage with us. Instead, there is a disconnect where
the decision-makers in Wellington are removed from the whenua, and do not share

the same values, or understand our concepts as we do.

We are deeply concerned by the recent policies and rhetoric from the Government
that dismiss the costs of the present economic model to our environment. Their
approach would lead to even further damage and degradation being done to our

environment, so that even less is available for future generations.

The Crown only seeks to engage with us either after a disaster, or during an election

campaign. Our people in Maketi find that to be disingenuous.

They should be checking in regularly, quarterly perhaps, to get a sense of what the
area is like. We would like an ongoing partnership, where rural communities like
ours can be supported at the community-level in developing and implementing

plans that suit their needs.

We have been surprised by the failure to fund community and iwi-level responses.
Money is going to local government and to consultants, but not to community

coordinators to help assist responses by the communities that know their own needs.
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We do want to reduce our own emissions, but we lack the resourcing to do so. We
hope to transition, and adopt solar power so that we are self-sufficient rather than
reliant on the national electrical grid. However, this is currently beyond the

financial abilities of a community like ours.

Our own plan, the Makett Climate Adaptation Plan (“the Plan”), provides an
example of the initiatives that the Crown should be partnering with us on. The Plan

is attached as Annex A.
Maketua Climate Adaptation Plan

As the Rinanga, we have developed and begun implementing our own climate
change response at the community level. We consider this to be a way for us to

exercise Kaitiakitanga.

The Plan won a national award from the New Zealand Planning Institute’s (“NZPI”)
Best Practice Award. We have attached a related 20 April 2023 media release, as
Annex B.

The Plan is comprehensive and inclusive in its approach. Firstly, we set out five

strategic priorities, which are as follows:

Haumarumaru-Security and self-sufficiency;

g ®

Te Puna Matauranga-Collective knowledge and wisdom;

o
.

Manaaki Kainga-Caring for our home;

&

Manaaki Whenua-Caring for our lands; and

e. Manaaki Wai-Caring for our waters.

From there, we have set out the following twelve priority projects and their

purposes:

a. Maketii community emergency response plan, to ensure the
safety of the Maketi community during a civil defence

emergency;



b. Maketi-based food gardens and tree nursey, to identify and
pursue opportunities for local food production and to grow large
volumes of native trees and plants for community restoration;

¢. Maketii circular economy, to determine what a circular economy
might look like within Maketu;

d. Maketi infrastructure assessment, to assess the resilience of
physical and cultural infrastructure;

e. Maketi climate resilient homes, to ensure that our homes are
resilient to the forecast weather extremes;

f. Maketu spatial mapping and planning, to visualise future risks,
vulnerabilities and opportunities for Maketi;

g. managed retreat planning, to outline the steps associated with
relocating homes and activities away from at-risk areas using
tikanga Maori processes;

h. Maketu climate change research and monitoring, to build
awareness and understanding of climate impacts utilising a Te
Ao Maori framework;

i. tree planting and wetland restoration, to expand tree planting and
wetland restoration efforts in our local areas;

jo Maketii climate change education programme, to build
collective knowledge and skills guided by projects within the
Plan;

k. Maketu climate change information hub, to ensure that all
information relating to projects within the Plan are stored in one
place accessible to all; and

I. Makettu land use change project, to encourage the change of
productive land use in Maketu by the Te Arawa farms and other

local landowners (iwi and private).

38.  The Plan was developed in an inclusive, community-led process. In developing the
Plan, we held five wananga, the first with our iwi and four that were open to all

Maketii residents (including non-Maori). This makes a great difference for our iwi
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and community, compared to being treated as just an add-on or another stakeholder

in decisions made elsewhere.

Our Plan is not just distinctive in its process, but also in that it is centred in our Te
Ao Maori worldview. The Plan is centred on our tikanga and on matauranga Maori.
It recognises the strength of our matauranga, as knowing our language, history and

whakapapa builds resilience in times of crisis.

We also consider manaakitanga to be important through this process, and we have
sought as an iwi to support our people through changes and crises. We need to look
after people, and bring them with us, when they are facing the reality of a permanent

change to their way of life.

The Bay of Plenty Regional Council (“the Council”) have also been forward-
leaning, and have done what they can within their restrictive budget to partner with
us. The Council’s involvement started three years ago with $15,000 in seed funding

for the Plan.

From there, they were hands-off but supportive, and provided us with access to their
data and to the expertise of their people. This relationship has been a collaboration,

more than simply a resourcing of responses.

The Council has since embedded its support for community climate initiatives
within its Long-Term Plan, and have specifically valued matauranga and Te Ao
Maori. This means that other communities can get the same support we have. Their
seed-funding and support enables each community to respond in their own way.

This is how resilience is built up, community by community.

We therefore consider the Council to have an ‘exemplar response’. While no
response is perfect, the difference with what we see from the Crown/central

government is very significant.



E: Conclusion

45.  As climate change is a symptom of colonisation, preventing and adapting to its
impacts requires moving beyond the colonial mindset and towards a te Tiriti-

consistent approach.

46.  In Makett, we understand our own vulnerabilities, people and needs. We seek to
work in partnership with the Crown to support ourselves in preserving our physical

and spiritual connections to our whenua.

Dated 7 March 2025

Moerangi Potiki

Roana Bennet





