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AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN HENRY TE URIKORE KATENE HOOKER

1, John Hooker, solemnly affirm:
Ko Taranaki me Ruapehu 6ku maunga
Ag Adied toku waka
X Nearuehine me Te Atihaunui a Paparangi oku iwi

Ko Okahu Inudwai me &ehi atu 5iku hapi

1. Ko au te Tiamana o Okahu Inuawai me etehi atu hapi, Te
Kaunihera. Kaumdatua O Ngdaruahine and the Aotea District Maori
Council.

I am the chairman of Okahu-Inuawai and other hapt. I am the chairman
of the Kaumatua Council of Ngaruahine and the Aotea District Maori

Council.
2. This affidavit wili cover:
(i)  The vision and policies of our hapi with regard to climate change;

(i) The loss of lands belonging to our hapi including wahi tapu and

reserve lands due to coastal erosion;
(iiiy The ongoing fossil fuel extraction within our takiwa;

(iv) How the Crown has approached “alternative energy” projects in our

takiwa in breach of Te Tiriti o Waitangi;
(v)  What partnership should look like in this context.
Vision and policies of our hapa with regard to climate change

3. Okahu-Inuawai hapti has a Climate Strategy in conjunction with a

Kaitiaki Environment Plan."

4. Ko te tiaki i te taiao, ko te whakanui, me te tiaki i ng@ atua motuhake o
neherd. Ard, te tiakiia Papatuanuku, a Ranginui, a Tangaroa, a Tane,

a Ruaumoko, me a ratou whanaunga.

To care for our environment and to celebrate and care for our special

! Climate Strategy attached as Exhibit A, Kaitiaki Environment Plan attached as Exhibit B.



ancient gods, Papatuanuku, Ranginui, Tangaroa, Tane, Ruaumoko and

their relations.

Loss of lands and wahi tapu due to coastal erosion

5.

10.

11.

12.

Where the land meets the sea in our takiwa, we have high cliffs. The land

is eroding into the sea.

We also have cliffs along the banks of our awa, te Waingongoro, where

it approaches the sea at Ohawe. This riparian land is also rapidly eroding.

We are losing many of our wahi tapu, and our historic papakainga in these

areas.

Ka timata te hikoi mimiti whenua mai te ngutuawa o Waihi, ara te pa
tawatawata o Pukeoha. Kei reira he urupd me he tauranga waka, neke

atu i te 60% kua ngaro ki Tangaroa.

The journey to traverse these lost lands starts at the river mouth of Waihi,
at the fighting pa of Pukeoha. There is an urupa and a boat landing, 60

per cent of which has been lost to Tangaroa.

Ko Ohawetokatoka, he pa tiwatawata, he urupd kei runga pari ki te

taha o Tangaroa, 70% kua taka ki roto i te moana.

At the fighting pa of Ohawetokatoka there is an urupa that sits next to

Tangaroa, 70 per cent of which is now in the sea.

Kei Rangatapu he pa tiiwatawata, he urupd, he haahi, he mara, he

tauranga waka, 80% o taua whenua kua ngaro.

At Rangatapu, there is a fighting pa, an urupa, a religious site, a garden

and a boat landing, 80% per cent of which has now been lost.

Ko Te Kawau, he pa tiiwatawata, he papakainga, he urupd, kua ngaro
70% ki Tangaroa.

At Te Kawau, is a fighting pa, a community, an urupa, 70 per cent of

which has been lost to Tangaroa.

Ko Te Ngaere/Otaika kei te ngutuawa o Inaha, he pa tiwatawata, he

tauranga waka, he mara, kna ngaro 80% ki Tangaroa.

Te Ngaere/Otaika at the river mouth of Inaha, is a fighting pa, a boat
3




13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

landing, a garden, 80 per cent of which has been lost to Tangaroa.

He rite tonu ténei ki ngd ngarotanga kua kitea ki roto i ngda hapi o

Ngati Manuhiakai, Ngati Tu, Ngati Haua, Ngati Tamaahuroa, Titahi.

These losses are similar to those that have been seen by hapii such as

Ngati Manuhiakai, Ngati Tu, Ngati Haua, Ngati Tamaahuroa, and Titahi.

In our takiwa, as a result of te muru me te raupatu, the parcels of land we

have been left with (reserves) are but remnants of the lands we once held.

Much of this reserve land is located near the coast or along the banks of

te Waingongoro. Those land blocks are:

(i) Kapuni Stream-Ohawe Marginal Strip
(ii) Ohawe-Hawera Marginal Strip

(iii) Waingongoro River No 4 Marginal Strip

All of the wahi tapu and papakainga I have referred to at paragraphs [8]

to [13] are located within that reserve land.

Through our settlement (as Ngaruahine) with the Crown, we have had
these lands given protected status as Whariki o Ngaruahine. Through that
designation, our hapii (through the iwi PSGE Te Korowai o Ngaruahine)

has input into the conservation management of these areas.

These protected areas under our settlement with the Crown are eroding

away because of climate change.

Ongoing fossil fuel extraction within our takiwa

19.

20.

21.

Together as hapi of Ngaruahine (Nga Hapt o Ngaruahine), we took the
Crown to the Waitangi Tribunal over their confiscation of the petroleum
(oil and gas) resource and our exclusion from any real say over the
management of this resource. This claim led to The Petroleum Report and

The Report on the Management of the Petroleum Resource.

We have always been concerned about the impacts of this resource
extraction on our taiao, and through the petroleum claim, we hoped to get
our ~toot in the door” to prevent the environmental harms of petroleum.

Through our settlement (as Ngaruahine) of historical claims with the
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Crown, a relationship agreement was formed between Te Korowai o
Ngaruahine and the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment in
relation to petroleum and minerals. This was the extent of the redress the

Crown agreed to that related to petroleum.

22.  As expressed in our climate strategy, our hapt is opposed to fossil fuel

extraction within our takiwa.

23. Despite the increasingly serious climate impacts of this fossil fuel
extraction and our hapii opposition to it, it continues unabated within our
GKIWa:

(i) From the Kupe gas field at sea. The gas field and most of the
pipeline connecting the gas field to the production station onshore
lies within our rohe. The production station is in the rohe of our
neighbouring hapti Ngati Manuhiakai;

(i) From the Kapuni gas field, which also lies partly within our rohe.

24.  With regard to the ongoing issue of fossil fuel extraction in our takiwa,
Okahu Inuawai me &tehi atu Hapii requires the following from the Crown

as immediate steps which can be taken towards the upholding of our

interests:

(i) Active recognition of our Tangata Whenua petroleum right as

outlined in the Waitangi Tribunal reports;

(ii) Enforcement of remediation of defunct petroleum fields when they

are economically closed;

(iiiy Collection of 50 per cent royalties to be awarded to hapt to assist

with community development and control of remediation

prOCeSSEes.

The Crown’s approach to “alternative energy” projects in our takiwa
| 1. Kapuni Green Hydrogen Project
25.  Taranaki Maunga is our ancestor.

26. In 2019. when Hiringa Energy (“Hiringa”) and Balance Agri-Nutrients

proposed to construct wind turbines and a hydrogen production facility at




27.

28.

29.
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Kapuni, between our marae and our maunga, our hapii opposed this.

It was clear to us that the planned project would obstruct the visual and
spiritual pathway to the maunga from our marae. Along with other
neighbouring hapt, we opposed the damaging of our cultural landscape

in this way.

The key mana whenua hapti Ngati Tu had made significant progress with
Hiringa over the project, before it was decided to use the framework of
the COVID-19 Recovery (Fast-track Consenting) Act 2020, and that

significant progress was abandoned.

Ngati Tu had proposed an alternative coastal site to minimise the impeded
relationship of sister hapt with the maunga from the wind turbines.

However, with fast track consenting Hiringa discarded this option.
Consultation under the fast track process was rushed and inadequate.

This entire process has created a greater barrier to effective hapt/iwi
relationships with Hiringa than when there is normal kanohi ki kanohi

consultation with a meaningful and culturally appropriate methodology.

This process we have been through will have flow on effects on future

funders engaging with this important hydrogen energy kaupapa.

Okahu-Inuawai hapti, along with Kanihi Umutahi and Ngati Haua

consistently opposed the project in its proposed form.

We maintained, as Ngati Tu had proposed, that the wind turbines and
hydrogen production facility should be located near the coast instead of

between our marae and Taranaki Maungc.
We argued this in the courts up to the Court of Appeal.

We also opposed the fact that pursuant to the consent, Hiringa and
Ballance were able to use the hydrogen indefinitely to produce urea. As
a nitrogen fertiliser, urea causes emissions of nitrous oxide when it is
applied (which is a greenhouse gas) and it enables intensive dairy
agriculture, to the detriment of the climate and our waterways. With our

support, Greenpeace argued this issue in court.

Ultimately, we lost on these issues in the Court of Appeal in late 2023,
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Okahu Inuawai me etehi atu hapii is disappointed with this process, as we
feel that consultation with mana whenua was tokenistic. abrogating
tikanga customary rights of Kanohi ki Kanohi (face to face on a marae of
that hapti).

2. Wind energy in our rohe moana

39.  While our hapt has been working to have our rights in our rohe moana
recognised and upheld through the Marine and Coastal Area Act
(“MACA”), the Crown has moved at pace to advance offshore wind

energy regardless of our interests.

40. There is significant business interest in offshore wind in the Taranaki
region, including by the Taranaki Offshore Partnership, a joint venture
between the New Zealand Super Fund and Copenhagen Infrastructure
Partners. Taranaki Offshore Partnership seeks to construct a wind farm in
our rohe moana to take advantage of “the world-class wind resource in
the South Taranaki Bight”“. It plans to build a wind farm of up to 70 wind

«romes around 260 metres high.

41. Taranaki Offshore Partnership engaged in public consultation over their
project in late 2023, including a series of information sessions. They
made no mention of Te Tiriti in the course of this consultation, and we
were ignored at these public hui. Taranaki Offshore Partnership had no
answers for our hapii members at this time about how they proposed to
conduct their proiect in accordance with Te Tiriti or with our rights in the

takutai moana.

42.  To date, the hapi groups of Ngaruahine Iwi are yet to formally engage
with Taranaki Offshore Partnership and other potential wind farm

applicants. We intend to begin this engagement over the next three-to-six

month period.

| 43. In late 2023, we also had the Ministry of Business, Innovation and
| Employment consulting over a proposed new regulatory framework for

offshore wing,

2 A decoribed on the website of Taranki Offshore Partnership: taranakioffshorewind.co.nz/about-the-proiect/
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44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

I attended an online webinar run by the Ministry of Business, Innovation
and Employment (“MBIE”) with Alison Cole from our hapt. At that time,
our hapil had filed for customary marine title under MACA, in the same
rohe moana where Taranaki Offshore Partnership were (and still are)
planning to build their wind farm. Our questions about how the new
regime would respect pending title under MACA were repeatedly

1gnorec.

MBIE expressed that the wind farm applicants and the Crown are unsure

as 1o who the pertinent proprietor hapt are in this region.

This was patently incorrect and disingenuous, as any reasonable wind
farm applicant as part of due diligence need only peruse the Te Arawhiti
website to see who the MACA applicants are for this area of the South
Taranaki Bight.

It should also be realised that all mana whenua hapt in the South Taranaki
Bight area have proprietary interests offshore from their land interests
which extend well past nine kilometres, indeed they extend out to the
exclusive economic zone and continue in the blue ocean to Hawaiki Nui,
Hawaiki Roa, Hawaiki Pamamao, well past the Kermadecs, and

Rangitahuahua.

There has been no consultation at all with us over the development of this

new regulatory regime for offshore wind.

The proposed regime is now before Parliament (the Offshore Renewable

Energy Bill).

Under the proposed regime, consultation with relevant iwi and hapt will
be required by the applicant companies and the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment before permits are issued. We have no

reason to believe this will be anything other than a tick box exercise.
We see these developments as a further confiscation of what is ours.

As stated in our hapii climate strategy, we reject offshore wind impacting
on taonga species such as Maui dolphin, blue whale, and any potential

diminishing of our rights under the Marine and Coastal Area Act.




33.

What partnership should iook ixe m uns conidsl

54.

55.

56.

We have kaitiakitanga obligations that are engaged by these

developments. We need to be at the table.

o

Wind farm applicants need to frontload their interactions with proprietary

mana moana hapi. Thev need to show eood faith and take actions as

follows:

®

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

Over an 1l-year lead-in period (as discussed by wind farm
applicants as a likely lead-in period to the beginning of
construction), we seek that they invest one per cent of the project
capital into papakainga housing (or 10 houses per each of the seven

hapii groups in Ngaruahine Iwij,

Invest in preschools, area schools, and Kaupapa Maori facilities in
three of the Ngaruahine hapt rohe (as would be sufficient for all of
our iwi);

Invest in technical tertiary training for 10 people per hapii group to

assist with the construction and operational phases of the project;

Provide power to hapii beneficiaries within Taranaki and
throughout Aotearoa at 33 per cent of mean retail residential prices

for the duration of the project’s litespar.

Hapii have seen first hand the offers from existing energy providers that

they will supply benefits once facilities are operational. When Origin

Energy developed the Kupe field, they promised that we would receive

benefits from them once the petroleum was flowing. However, this never

occurred. The licence for the Kupe field is now held by Beach Energy.

We do not trust these companies which seek to exploit our resources.

We want tangible evidence of goodwill upfront from wind farm

applicants before they begin the developments.
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ffapa and iwl wouid aiso be wiliing to co-invest in these proiects, if our

fesponsipiiities as kaitiaki are met. We could organise into a consortium

to do this. We must have the opportunity to co-invest if we chéose.

Dated this ;j gda{z of March 2025

~ Affirmed at this i
‘V day of March 2025 )

»» Tohn Hooker

Before me:

Angel Radford
Deputy Registrar
Hawera
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