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Te tono / The application 

1. This decision concerns an application for a priority concerning issues relating to the Fast-

Track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA).

2. On 4 April 2025, the Tribunal received a memorandum of counsel on behalf of the

Patuharakeke Hapū Lands and Resources (Wai 745) claim (Wai 745, #3.1.5) alongside

an amended statement claim (Wai 745, #1.1(v)) and a supporting affidavit of Juliane

Chetham (Wai 745, #B1).

3. In their memorandum of counsel, and upon confirmation via e-mail correspondence with

the Tribunal Registrar, the applicant submits that an application for priority on issues

relating to the FTAA be heard within the Natural Resources and Environmental

Management (Wai 3450) Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 745, #3.1.5).

4. The applicant submits that the FTAA presets a serious risk of severe prejudice to the

applicant and Māori generally due to the lack of consultation with Māori in the

development of the FTAA, the large-scale projects listed at Schedule 2 of the FTAA and

other limitations the FTAA places on Māori and community input (Wai 745, #3.1.5).

Whakataunga / Decision 

5. I consider that this application for a priority hearing should be referred to the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Management (Wai 3450) Kaupapa Inquiry Panel for 
determination.

6. Accordingly, pursuant to clauses 5(1)(a)(ii), (b) and 8(2) of Schedule 2 of the Treaty of 
Waitangi Act 1975, this application for priority is referred to Judge Miharo Armstrong as 
Presiding Officer of the Wai 3450 Inquiry, as well as Tā Pou Temara, Emeritus 
Professor David Williams, and Professor Tafaoimalo Tologata Leilani Tuala Warren as 

members of the Inquiry Panel to determine the application.

7. The Presiding Officer and panel will communicate next steps to parties for responses to 
the application.

Me tuku atu te Kairēhita i tētehi kape o tēnei whakahau ki ērā ki te rārangi whakamōhio mō: 

• Wai 745, the Patuharakeke Hapū Lands and Resources claim; me

• Wai 3450, the Natural Resources and Environmental Management Kaupapa Inquiry.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to all those on the distribution list for: 

• Wai 745, the Patuharakeke Hapū Lands and Resources claim; and

• Wai 3450, the Natural Resources and Environmental Management Kaupapa Inquiry.
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