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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL:  

1. This Memorandum of Counsel (“MoC”): 

a. is filed on behalf of: 

i. Rihari Richard Takuira Dargaville, on behalf of himself, his 

whānau and hapū, and his iwi of Ngāpuhi, as part of 

Ngāpuhi-nui-Tonu and Tai Tokerau District Māori Council; 

ii. Awhirangi Panehina Lawrence, on behalf of herself, her 

whānau, and Ngā Uri o Ngatau me Pomana Honetua; 

iii. Jane Mihingarangi Ruka, on behalf of the Grandmother 

Council of the Waitaha Nation, including the three hapū of 

Ngāti Kurawaka, Ngāti Rakaiwaka, and Ngāti Pakauwaka; 

and 

iv. Te Raumoa Balneavis Kawiti, Rhonda Aorangi Kawiti, and 

Michelle Jessop on behalf of the Kawiti Marae Committee, 

the Kawiti Whānau, and their descendants of Ngāti Hine, 

Ngāti Manu, Te Kapotai, Ngāti Rahiri, Ngāti Rangi, 

Ngaitewake and Ngāpuhi iwi (a – d, referred to collectively 

as “the Claimants”); and 

b. Counsel respectfully seeks an extension to file evidence for the 

claimants until 5pm, Friday 9 May 2025.  

2. By Memorandum-Directions dated 17 February 2025, her Honour Judge Milroy 

directed that Claimant evidence being presented at hearing three must be filed by 

no later than 5pm, Monday 28 April 2025. 

3. Counsel was appointed by the President of the Republic of Fiji as Counsel 

Assisting a Commission of Inquiry (“CoI”) established to enquire into certain 

matters pertaining to the appointment of the Commissioner of the Fiji Independent 

Commission Against Corruption. It had been anticipated at the time that the final 

report would be completed by Tuesday 23 April 2025. However, the CoI report 

writing was delayed because further information was required from some of the 



witnesses to address a crucial aspect in the final report, which is now due to be 

completed and submitted by 2 May 2025. 

4. This has meant that additional time is required to complete the Claimant Evidence. 

5. Leave is therefore sought by the Claimants, for an extension until Friday 9 May 

2025 to file their Claimant Evidence as requested by the Tribunal.  

6. Counsel sincerely apologises for filing this extension request out of time and 

submits that the further extension requested would cause minimal prejudice to 

other parties. 

 

 

  

__________________________ 

Janet Mason  

Counsel Acting  




