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1 

MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This memorandum is filed on behalf of Te Whaanau Moana and Te

Rorohuri, Wai 3219.  It addresses the Tribunal’s direction to file any

submissions in response to the application for a priority hearing

regarding the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 (the Act).

2. The Act applies to the rohe of Te Whaanau Moana and Te Rorohuri.  It:

a. was developed without meaningful dialogue;

b. prescribes a regime that prioritises infrastructure and development

projects, whilst discounting the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi

and deprioritising their tikanga, values and associations; 1

c. establishes a starting point that excludes them from participating

in decisions concerning the use and management of their rohe;2

d. imposes timeframes3 and low-end costs contributions4 that do not

rationally or reasonably translate to facilitating effective

participation and informed decision making.

3. On the round, the Act circumvents practical expression of Te Whaanau

Moana and Te Rorohuri rangatiratanga and tikanga.  The Act erodes,

rather than protects the ancestral relationships, customs, and traditions.

4. Te Whaanau Moana and Te Rorohuri support a priority hearing.  They

say potentially irreversible prejudice is imminent, for the reasons

outlined above.

Dated 6 May 2025

Jason Pou / Troy Urlich 

Counsel for Te Whaanau Moana and Te Rorohuri 

1 The Act, ss. 3, 17(1) – (2). 
2 The Act, ss. 53, 57. 
3 The Act, ss. 54(1), 57(4). 
4 Fast-track Approvaals (Cost Recovery) Regulations 2025, r. 6, Sch. 2. 
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